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Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 17 December 2012 at 7.15pm in the Bridge Inn, Ratho 
 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), D Hunter, J Sansom, C Gillan, K Watt, J Couper 

In attendance: Cllr W Henderson, Cllr R Henderson, I Dunsmuir, D Bell, PC C Porterfield, S Baxter 

(Acting Head, Hillwood PS), G Low,  

Apologies: R Graves, G Muir, Cllr A Shields, Cllr D Heslop, N Langhorn, G Macdonald MSP,      

C Keir MSP, M Crockett MP  

  Action 
1. Apologies  
   
 As above.  
   
2. Minutes of previous meeting  
   
 Proposed J Sansom Seconded C Gillan   
   
3. Matters arising  
   
3.1 3.1 Ongoing – J Wightman reported that this would not be going ahead – 

upgrade of playpark.   
JW 

   
3.2 3.2 Ongoing – J Wightman reported that she had been told verbally that no 

grant will be given and she will try at the Business meeting – Application 
for funding to Almond Neighbourhood Partnership for funding for 
newsletter. 

JW 

   
3.3 3.3 This will be dealt with under Item 7 below – Christmas lights on lampposts 

or perhaps a Christmas tree in the school grounds or at one of the 
junctions within the village 

 

   
3.4 3.4 Ongoing – Scottish G Muir reported that Scottish Canals had not finalised 

their strategy – British Waterways proposals 
GM 

   
3.5 3.5 NHS Provision – to be reported under Item 13 

 Canal Basin – ongoing 
 Bus stops – copy of the report still not received – re copy of Health & 

Safety Report 

 
 

   
3.6 3.7 J Sansom reported that it will be three years before the wall is upgraded – 

the wall between the Norton Quarry and entrance to the Norton Hotel 
 
 
 

   
3.7 3.8 K Watt reported that everyone should have received their copies of the 

latest edition of the Newsletter. 
 

   
3.8 3.9 K Watt reported that this has been done – removal of cut vegetation 

around the picnic area 
 

   
3.9 3.13 Ongoing – J Wightman to request additional copies of Community Council 

Guidelines 
 

   
3.10 3.14 J Couper had received a copy of the dates the Community Centre was 

available for the meetings but had forgotten to bring it with her.  Copies to 
be forwarded to J Wightman, R Graves and G Muir 

JC 
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  Action 
3.11 5.4 Cllr Henderson asked that the following be inserted – “I have been using 

the Wilkieston pavement as an example and have pushed for a review of 
the way roads and pavements are prioritised.  This has been accepted 
and I’m to chair a working group to investigate.  Until this reports, I cannot 
say which pavements will be done nor when.  I don’t want to raise hopes 
of the pavement being resurfaced in a particular year as I just don’t have 
that information.  The £350,000 for low use pavements was agreed but 
there are pavements in other areas in worse condition than Wilkieston 
Road” 

 

   
3.12 10. Discussion took place on the set up of a sub-group and it was agreed that 

J Couper and D Hunter would meet to discuss this further -  12 and X12 
bus service  

JC/DH 

   
3.13 16. Discussions to take place re funding – Newsletter JW/KW/

JF 
   
3.14 17.1 Ongoing – R Graves to try again – Copies of Health & Safety Report from 

the Roads Department 
RG 

   
3.15 17.2 J Sansom reported that the street lighting was now working between the 

BP Garage and Ratho Station. 
 

   
4. Police Report  
   
 PC Porterfield reported on the following incidents:  
   
 Ratho 

 
There had been 26 calls in the Ratho area between 19 November and 13 
December 2012 which included thefts, vandalism, a taxi non-payment, the theft of 
two cycles. 

 

   
 Ratho Station and Newbridge 

 
Theft, vandalism, business premises had been broken in to. 

 

   
 Outlying 

 
A hit and run had been reported on Dalmahoy Road. 

 

   
 D Bell asked about the fire at 14A Wilkieston Road – it had not been reported to the 

Police and this decision had been made by the Fire Brigade. 
 

   
5. Councillor’s Report   
   
 Cllr Henderson reported that he had spoken with D Lawson of Cala Homes who 

had had several meetings with the Housing Association and it was hoped that 
building of the social housing would commence in the Spring of 2013. 
 
It was reported that discussions were still ongoing with owners of 14A Wilkieston 
Road, also funding still ongoing.  The outbuilding is to be demolished to a safe 
height of approximately six feet and this does not affect the house at 14A 
Wilkieston Road.  
 
A meeting is to be held in January to discuss the path at the Bridge Inn with D 
Lawson of Cala Homes and Craig Dunlop of the Parks Department. 
 
The Ratho signpost at Dalmahoy junction has been changed. 
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  Action 
 Part of the pavement between the top of Wilkieston Road to the Catholic Church 

had been repaired.  J Wightman to send Email. 
 
Cllr R Henderson said that the work for the repair of the wall at Hillwood Cottages 
was the Council’s responsibility.  Tender work would probably start next year. 
 
J Wightman reported that there was no further information on the Dalmahoy Traffic 
Lights. 
 
Cllr B Henderson reported that he would not be present at the Walkabout on 18 
December 2012. 

JW 

   
6. Chairman’s Report  
   
 J Wightman reported that most of the points will be reported under the appropriate 

heading. 
 

   
7. Treasurer’s Report  
   
 J Wightman reported that Ratho Parent Council had been given a donation of £50 

and £150 would be available for a future fund.  They should apply again next year. 
 
I Dunsmuir asked if the RDCC could help with lighting at the gate of Hillwood PS 
and he was advised to apply next year. 

 

   
8. Secretary’s Report  
   
 J Wightman passed around correspondence received over the last month.     
   
9. Planning  
   
9.1 Ediston Properties 

 
Nothing to report. 

 

   
9.2 Murray Estates  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.3 Land at Bridge Inn  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.4 Cement Works, Baird Road  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.5 Suntrap  
   
 It was reported that the house at Suntrap had been recently sold.  
   
9.6 Cala Development  
   
 It was reported that 14 houses would be built on the former Care Home site before 

the Canal Basin would progress.  Cllr R Henderson to ask if planning consent is 
required for the 14 houses. 

 
RH 

   

 



Circulated Minutes 

4 
 

  Action  
9.7 Scottish Canals (British Waterways)  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.8 Local Development Plan  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.8 Bonnington Village  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
10. Transport  
   
 See item 3.11 above.  
   
11. Membership Drive  
   
 Ongoing.  
   
12. NHS Provision  
   
 See item 5.2 above.  
   
13. Neighbourhood Partnerships  
   
 J Sansom reported that nothing would done at Piggery Bends on the road from 

Ratho to Ratho Station.  £3,000 is available for tidying up small pieces of land.  A 
leaflet was passed to JW showing projects completed. 
 
J Wightman reported that shed alarms can be purchased and an article would be 
inserted in the next issue of the Newsletter. 
 
J Wightman had attended the Business meeting and land to the north of Wester 
Hailes shopping centre was discussed.  This was to create paths between the 
shopping centre and the new Health Centre which will have many departments. 
 
The executive of Association of Community Councils is to raise the profile of 
community councils.  A question time to be attended by the Chief Executive will 
take place three or four times a year and the next one is to be in January or 
February 2013. 
 
A meeting is to be held in April 2013 in connection with the new policing. 
 
Changes will take place Planning Applications. 
 
Public meeting scheduled on 18 December had been cancelled and was now 
rescheduled for 29 January 2013. 
 
K Watt will attend the Environmental meeting in March 2013. 

 
 
 
 
JW 

   
14. Airport Report  
   
 Nil.  
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15. RDCC Website  
   
 Discussion took place on a new website – Ratho Online – what is on in Ratho.  It 

was felt that we need to be able to co-operate with the above to make ourselves 
more public.  J Wightman will speak to R Graves re the above and the person 
from Ratho Online. 
 
K Watt said that the website operated by J Longstaff was very clear. 

 

   
16. Local Newsletter  
   
 It was reported that the bill had been paid and K Watt to hand a supply to put in 

the Church. 
KW 

   
17. AOCB  
   
 K Watt reported that there had been trouble setting up the cable re the light on the 

bridge. 
 
C Gillan reported that a letter had been received from the Transport Department to 
Cllr N Work re the “Piggery Bends” and stated that the estimated cost to widen the 
road is £1m which the Council are not prepared to spend. 
 
Cllr Henderson said that he had started asking about this in August 2012 re the 
timetable for this work. 
 
S3 pupils of Balerno High School had made up six hampers and two were for 
Ratho, recipients had been found. 

 

   
18. Dates of future meetings  
   
 Monday, 21 January 2013 Monday, 18 February 2013  

Monday, 18 March 2013  Monday, 15 April 2013 
Monday, 20 May 2013  Monday, 17 June 2013  
Monday, 15 July 2013  Monday, 19 August 2013  
Monday, 16 September 2013 Monday, 21 October 2013 

 

   
19. Open Forum  
   
   

 

 


