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Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 19 November 2012 at 7.15pm in Norwood Community 
Centre, Hillwood Primary School, Ratho Station 
 

Present: R Graves (Chair), J Wightman, M Harle, D Hunter, J Sansom, C Gillan, J Longstaff, K 

Watt, J Couper 

In attendance: Sgt M Mackenzie, PC V Kurlus, Cllr N  Work, Cllr W Henderson, Cllr R Henderson, 
Cllr A Shields, K Dickson, L Wilson, G Dimeck, N Langhorn, I Bieniowski (Lothian 
Buses), S Afflick, I Dunsmuir, D Lawson (Cala Homes) 

Apologies: G Muir, G Macdonald MSP, C Keir MSP, M Crockett MP  

It was noted at this point that J Longstaff, Cllr N Work and N Langhorn had all sent their 
apologies for the previous meeting held on 15 October 2012. 

  Action 
1. Apologies  
   
 As above.  
   
2. Minutes of previous meeting  
   
 Proposed J Wightman Seconded C Gillan  
   
3. Matters arising  
   
3.1 3.1 Ongoing – J Wightman has spoken with Andy Wallace but is very busy 

and will get back to her as soon as he can – upgrade of playpark.  AW 
sent out 40 letters, 7 replies in favour, still needs to be upgraded.  JW 
still to discuss with Karen Rowe – to be dealt with at next month’s 
meeting. 

JW 

   
3.2 3.2 Ongoing – Application to be submitted – Application for funding to Almond 

Neighbourhood Partnership for funding for newsletter. 
JW/JS 

   
3.3 3.3 N Langhorn reported that this was discussed at the Parent Council 

Meeting and they would like to pursue this matter.  They are looking at the 
possibility of siting a tree at the Bridge Inn and are in discussions with the 
owner.  He went on to say that he was looking for a contribution from the 
RDCC although they have not costed this exercise but they think it would 
not cost any more than £500.  R Graves proposed that an initial grant of 
£50 would be made and more may be available if the PTC could match 
this amount.  J Longstaff said he may have a suitable tree in his garden 
and D Hunter would like her dissent at this proposal recorded as she felt 
the money could be spent in better ways.  It was also suggested that an 
event to include the pupils of the primary could possibly take place.  N 
Langhorn to email R Graves outlining proposals and costings. 

 
 I Dunsmuir, Chairman of the Parent Council at Hillwood Primary School, 

asked for small grant from the RDCC and J Wightman suggested that 
these grants should come out of the Community Fund of the RDCC – 
Christmas lights on lampposts or perhaps a Christmas tree in the school 
grounds or at one of the junctions within the village 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NL 

   
3.4 3.5 G Muir reported that Scottish Canals had not finalised their strategy and 

he would forward the email to R Graves – British Waterways proposals 
GM 
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  Action 
3.5 3.6 NHS Provision – to be reported under Item 13 

 Canal Basin – ongoing 
 Bus stops – R Graves reported that he had still not received a copy of the 

report – re copy of Health & Safety Report 

 
 

   
3.6 3.7 K Watt reported that J Fermor should have the next issue of the newsletter 

in the village by the middle of next week.  G Muir to include an article on 
the membership drive. 

 
 
 

   
3.7 3.9 It was reported that the City of Edinburgh Council cannot do anything 

mainly because of the price of land.  Part of the land has been repaired 
and K Watt reported that a letter has been passed to West partnership. M 
Harle said that he took it to the Safety Committee of Almond and West 18 
months ago outlining the wall and the safety of pedestrians and it was 
reported then that they could not afford it.  C Gillan said that the whole 
wall is in a state of disrepair.  The land belongs to the Norton House Hotel, 
the City of Edinburgh Council and the Allison Trust.  K Watt is to follow this 
up – the wall between the Norton Quarry and entrance to the Norton Hotel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KW 

   
3.8 3.11 K Watt hoped that the distribution will be done within the next couple of 

weeks and she will speak to G Dimeck re the delivery within his area – 
distribution of Newsletter 

KW 

   
3.9 3.12 G Macdonald to write to the appropriate department – removal of cut 

vegetation around the picnic area 
GMacD 

   
3.10 10 R Graves reported that no meeting had been scheduled for 29 October 

2012. 
 

   
3.11 11 J Wightman has spoken with E Hewitt and had forwarded the form to G 

Dimeck.  He reported that he would be moving on from Hillwood Primary 
School and he hoped his replacement would become a member of the 
RDCC and perhaps a representation of the Parent Council of Hillwood PS 
would become members also.  

 

   
3.12 13 This was discussed at item 3.7 above.  
   
3.13 17 Ongoing – J Wightman to request additional copies of Community Council 

Guidelines 
 
 R Graves asked if J Longstaff can do a link to the City of Edinburgh 

website to which he confirmed that this could be done. 

JW  

   
3.14 18 J Couper had emailed D Stewart and had still not received a reply.  She 

would visit the centre in person – the availability of the Community Centre 
for the meetings next year 

JC 

   
4. Police Report  
   
 Sgt Mackenzie introduced himself and PC V Kurlus to the meeting. 

 
PC V read out a list of calls in the area.  There were 106 in the Ratho/Balerno area 
over the last month compared with 111 last month. 
 
These included stolen items from a shed, golf equipment stolen from Dalmahoy 
Country Club, Drink Driving, vehicles vandalised, hit and run incidents and the 
rear of a lorry was set on fire. 
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  Action 
 It was pointed out that shed alarms can be purchased for £10. 

 
R Graves thanked both police officers for attending the meeting. 

 

   
5. Councillor’s Report   
   
 Cllr N Work said he had attended the Remembrance Day Service at Ratho Station 

Primary School which had been held on Friday, 9 November 2012 and had been 
well attended by the children. 
 
Cllr W Henderson said that the Ratho signpost on the Dalmahoy Road had still not 
been changed. 
 
The repair of the pot holes on Freelands Road was a temporary measure and R 
Graves said he would like an on-site meeting with Cllr W Henderson. 
 
Work on the wall at Hillwood Cottages had been authorised but Cllr W Henderson 
did not know when the work would commence.   It was reported that £350,000 may 
be available for the repair of rural footpaths.  Cllr W Henderson said that he was 
pushing to have a review of the procedure re the above.  He highlighted the 
pavement on Wilkieston Road as an example.  The go ahead been given but it 
would be next year before this work would take place although J Wightman pointed 
out that £5,000 had been negotiated for a small section of the pavement could be 
repaired. 

 

   
6. Chairman’s Report  
   
 R Graves would report on the NHS Provision under Section 12.  
   
7. Treasurer’s Report  
   
 J Wightman reported that three wreaths had been purchased for Remembrance 

Day Services, two for Ratho Station and one for Ratho. 
 

   
8. Secretary’s Report  
   
 J Wightman passed around correspondence received over the last month.   D 

Hunter and she would be attending the celebration of the 30
th
 Anniversary of 

Community Councils. 

 

   
9. Planning  
   
9.1 Ediston Properties 

 
Nothing to report. 

 

   
9.2 Murray Estates  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.3 Land at Bridge Inn  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.4 Cement Works, Baird Road  
   
 Nothing to report.  
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  Action 
9.5 Suntrap  
   
 J Longstaff reported that he required any views on this as soon as possible as 

consultation was taking place at the end of this week.  He will represent the 
Community Council accordingly and he not received any communication from the 
friends of Suntrap. 

 

   
9.6 Cala Development  
   
 D Lawson of Cala Homes introduced himself to the meeting. 

 
He reported that application had been made for 14 houses to be built on the site the 
Care Home was scheduled for.  Cala Homes had made a financial contribution for 
affordable housing in Edinburgh and the Community Council hoped it would be 
directed towards the Ratho area.  A contribution of £5,000 was to be made towards 
public transport and this should be concluded by the end of this week. 
 
There was restriction on the building of the eight houses on the canal site until the 
canal basin is complete.  Cala Homes were speaking to contractors and it was hoped 
that the construction of the canal basin would start in April 2013 and would be finished 
by Spring 2014.  The Cala development would also be complete by March 2013.  
They were still speaking to one association in connection with affordable housing and 
they were looking for support from the Community Council. 
 
The money allocated for affordable housing could be lost for Ratho and taken to 
Edinburgh which would mean no social housing for Ratho.  D Lawson is to meet with 
Cllr R Henderson to discuss the situation and R Graves asked to be kept informed. 
 
D Lawson went on to say that the footpath from the Bridge Inn to the school was in 
poor condition and Cala Homes had costed the replacement of the path and are 
willing to carry this work out. 
 
R Graves thanked D Lawson for attending the meeting. 

 

   
9.7 Scottish Canals (British Waterways)  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.8 Local Development Plan  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.8 Bonnington Village  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
10. Transport  
   
 I Bieniowski from Lothian Buses introduced himself and said he was attending the 

meeting to ask any questions which may arise. 
 
The 12 and X12 routes were introduced in March 2012 and there had been a few 
alterations to the timetable in October 2012.  There had been a few complaints about 
the service during period when the Royal Highland Show was taking place and 
hopefully they would have this rectified for the next year’s show. 
 
There were no plans to review the level of service in the evening. 
 
 

 



Circulated Minutes 

5 
 

 

  Action  
 J Longstaff reported that there were a lot of complaints about the service going to the 

Gyle in the evening when no passengers got off or on the bus. 
 
I Bieniowski said that the previous services, 48 and X48, were running at a loss and it 
was thought by extending the 12 to the Park and Ride and Ratho it not run at such a 
loss.  The current contract is due to end in March 2013 and this may be extended to 
March 2014.  This will be determined by the City of Edinburgh Council. 
 
D Hunter reported that there were a lot of villagers disgruntled with the level of 
service.  L Wilson, a member of the public, has used the bus on a regular basis and 
feels that the current service is not serving the village.  She herself has been stuck at 
the Gyle when the driver terminated the bus there. 
 
After more discussion R Graves suggested a sub-group be formed and I Bieniowski 
agreed to attend the meetings.  D Hunter agreed to be the leader of this sub-group.  
Points require to be clarified, i.e. off-peak service, minimum service acceptable, and 
tourist needs to be taken into consideration. 
 
Cllr W Henderson suggested that Gordon Macdonald may wish to be involved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DH 

   
11. Membership Drive  
   
 Ongoing.  
   
12. NHS Provision  
   
 R Graves reported that he had seen the proposed layout of the possible new surgery 

in Wilkieston Road.  He said that the Project Group should know by February if the 
funding is available for this although Cllr W Henderson thought this would be in situ by 
December.  Gordon Macdonald was chasing this up. 
 
There was nothing about Ratho Station at the moment and as far as R Graves can 
see from the recommendations there are three options: 
 
new premises at Wilkieston Road, 
upgrade of facilities at Ratho Station and this would be the satellite premises, or 
nothing. 
 
G Dimeck said that hopefully this would cover Ratho Station and R Graves said that 
this was not in the equation at the moment. 
 
R Graves said that NHS has control of the costings and at the moment they are 
proposing that this will cost £800,000 based on £600,000 plus % for contingencies. 

 

   
13. Neighbourhood Partnerships  
   
 J Wightman reported that she had attended the Funding Panel for Pentland 

Neighbourhood Partnership and there was no application for Ratho.  She suggested 
that we put an application in now.  The Environmental Group had received a grant 
recently amounting to £813 and the equipment was available for other groups if 
required.   
 
M Harle said that the Almond Group proved their Environmental Group with kit each 
time. 
 
J Wightman reported that she would be attending the next Business meeting.  There 
would also be an Area Board meeting and a Police Safety Panel. 
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  Action 
14. Airport Report  
   
 M Harle reported that the next meeting would take place on 20 November.  CR Smith 

has the contract for double glazing on flight path for 50% but another contractor was 
being looked at. 
 
BAA Community Trust is no longer in being but the Airport trust of £100,000 will be 
maintained in 2013. 

 

   
15. RDCC Website  
   
 J Longstaff apologised to M Harle re email address.  He would put the suggested 

dates for 2013 on the website and the most recent minutes had been put on. 
 
There was no link to the City of Edinburgh Council website. 

 

   
16. Local Newsletter  
   
 K Watt reported that delivery of the Newsletter would be at the beginning of 

December.  This was being run at a loss and we have to look at ways of to reduce the 
costs.  The initial funding was for three editions although four editions have been 
made so far.  Discussions have to take place with J Fermor, J Wightman and K Watt. 
 
Cllr Work said that Almond Partnership may give a one-off grant. 

 
 
 
JW/KW 

   
17. AOCB  
   
 J Longstaff said that Roads Department were not replying to emails regarding Health 

& Safety report.  R Graves to try again. 
 
J Sansom said that there was no street lighting between BP Garage and Ratho 
Station.  Cllr Works said that he would look into this. 
 
K Watt said that she would like items submitted to her before the next walkabout so 
that she can present them to the Council representatives who will be attending the 
walkabout and this route can be planned in advance. 
 
N Langhorn reported that there was no lollypop provision on junction with Dalmahoy 
Road due to illness. 

RG 
 
 
NW 

   
18. Dates of future meetings  
   
 Monday, 17 December 2012 Monday, 21 January 2013 

Monday, 18 February 2013 Monday, 18 March 2013 
Monday, 15 April 2013  Monday, 20 May 2013 
Monday, 17 June 2013  Monday, 15 July 2013 
Monday, 19 August 2013 Monday, 16 September 2013 
Monday, 21 October 2013 
 
J Couper had emailed Ratho Community Centre to check the above dates re holidays 
and availability but had not received a reply to date.  She will go in person to check 
the dates. 
 
G Dimeck asked if any of the meetings scheduled above would be held in Ratho 
Station.  R Graves said that he would hope at least one would be together with one in 
Newbridge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JC 
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19. Open Forum  
   
 J Longstaff we should be prepared with a plan outlining our needs for a good service 

from Lothian Buses when the trams commence in the future to present to Euan 
Horne.  Ratho Station and Newbridge to be included in this. 

 

 

 


