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Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 17 September 2012 at 7.15pm in Ratho Parish Church 
Hall 
 

Present: R Graves (Chair), J Wightman, K Watt, M Harle, G Muir, J Couper 

In attendance: Cllr B Henderson, Cllr N Work, D Bell, G Macdonald MSP, Mr G Dimeck (Head 

Teacher, Hillwood PS), S Carter, N Langhorn 

Apologies: J Sansom, C Gillan, D Hunter, Cllr R Henderson, C Keir MSP, M Crockett MP  

It was noted at this point that J Longstaff had sent his apologies for the previous meeting held 
on 20 August 2012. 

  Action 
1. Apologies  
   
 As above.  
   
2. Minutes of previous meeting  
   
 Minutes of 16 July 2012 

 
Proposed G Muir Seconded J Wightman 
 
Minutes of 20 August 2012 
 
Proposed J Wightman Seconded J Couper 

 

   
At this point the Chairman pointed out that members of the public are welcome to attend any 
of the meetings of the RDCC but can only speak if invited by the Chairman.  There would be 
an open forum at the end of the meeting.  G Muir asked if this would be after the AOCB item 
when members of the public can raise subjects prudent to the meeting.  The Chairman went 
on to say that there had to be clarity at these meetings. 

 

   
3.1 Matters arising  

 

3. Matters arising  
   
3.1 3.1 Ongoing – J Wightman has spoken with Andy Wallace but is very busy 

and will get back to her as soon as he can – upgrade of playpark.  AW 
sent out 40 letters, 7 replies in favour, still needs to be upgraded.  JW 
still to discuss with Karen Rowe – to be dealt with at next month’s 
meeting. 

JW 

   
3.2 3.3 Ongoing – Application to be submitted by September meeting – 

Application for funding to Almond Neighbourhood Partnership for funding 
for newsletter. 

JW/JS 

   
3.3 3.4 Ongoing – N Langhorn introduced himself as a member of the Parent 

Council and reported that Bobby Smith had resigned as Chairman of this 
group.  Rosemary Parson is now the secretary of the Group.  He went on 
to say that the Parent Council will assess the situation and he was of the 
opinion that to put Christmas lights on the lampposts would be a costly 
business.  There had been a suggestion that a tree could be erected 
perhaps in the school grounds or at one of the junctions.  He said he would 
have discussions with the Council and get back to the RDCC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NL 
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  Action 
3.4 3.5 Ongoing – R Graves reported that he had been in touch with Scottish 

Canals and the repairs were going ahead but no date had been given.  
Cllr W Henderson offered to send another email as the bridge may be in a 
worse state than earlier indications.  K Watt said that the pointing was out 
as well as the steps being in a dangerous state – splits on the bridge at 
the Bridge Inn. 

 
 
WH 

   
3.5 3.6 R Graves reported that he had still not received the information requested 

after the presentation by British Waterways who are now Scottish Canals.  
G Muir offered to contact them to ask for an update – British Waterways 
proposals 

 
 
GM 

   
3.6 3.9 J Wightman has the name of another contact and will pass this onto J 

Couper – new police representatives 
JW 

   
3.7 3.12 NHS Provision – to be reported under Item 13 

 Canal Basin – ongoing 
 Bus stops – R Graves reported that he had not received a reply from G 

Atkins re Health & Safety Report.  G Macdonald said he would try and 
obtain a copy. 

 
 
 
GMacD 

   
3.8 3.13 Membership Drive – G Muir has prepared an article for the next issue of 

the Newsletter. 
 
 Mr Dimeck said that he had placed an article in his Hillwood Primary 

School’s newsletter.  He had also attended meetings of the Ratho Station 
Residents Association and of the Newbridge Residents Association to 
inform them of the RDCC.  Unfortunately, he said that the meeting was in 
Ratho Community Centre but would apologise to anybody who had tried 
to attend the meeting. 

GM 

   
3.9 8 K Watt had spoken with a couple of the residents and they were quite 

happy for the wreaths to be removed after a month and this was agreed 
by all those in attendance. 

 

   
3.10 10 Cllr R Henderson had reported to R Graves that he will find out when Mr 

Campbell will attend – either the October or November meetings. 
RH 

   
3.11
  

13 R Graves outlined the history of this item.  He had had a meeting with Dr 
Pandolfi and the boundary of his practice, which had been drawn up by 
NHS, excluded Ratho Station.  The survey was, therefore, for the 
residents of Ratho only.   G Macdonald said that he should know the 
outcome of where the new surgery would be situated by December 2012. 

 

   
3.12 18 Ongoing – the wall between the Norton Quarry and the entrance to the 

Norton Hotel – J Wightman to write to G Kennedy 
JW 

   
4. Police Report  
   
 Nil.  
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  Action 
5. Councillor’s Report  
   
 Cllr Work said that he had recently attended the Ratho Station Residents 

Association and he always tries and encourages members to become members of 
the RDCC.  The Almond Neighbourhood Partnership meeting was to be held on 26 
September 2012. 

 

   
 Cllr W Henderson said that he had received an Email from C Gillan in connection 

with the lockups situated in School Wynd, Ratho.  Discussion took place as to what 
the residents thought about them and what would go in their place if they were to be 
removed.  Some are still used and J Wightman said that when the Scouts made 
enquiries to rent one a few years ago they were told that none was available. 
 
K Watt said that on the recent walkabout they were looked at and Gordon Dickson of 
the Council would look into how many were being used and who is responsible for 
the security of them.  Some of the hinges had been interfered with and the CCTV 
cameras are out of order.  He will also look into this.  Cllr W Henderson said he 
would contact the above. 
 
Cllr W Henderson said that he had received word that there was only one Lollypop 
person in Ratho as the other one was on long term sick.  He had asked for a 
pedestrian crossing on Main Street.  This had been surveyed and a decision would 
be supplied by the end of September. 
 
He had also received complaints about Ratho going downhill.  The sign at Dalmahoy 
was in a bad state of repair and a works order had been issued for them to be 
replaced. 
 
The wall at Hillview Cottages had still not been repaired.  K Watt said G Dickson will 
speak to a surveyor to look into this.  J Wightman had reported it to the Pentland 
Neighbourhood Safety Panel.  M Harle pointed out that the Council were very quick 
to serve notice on the wall at Baird Road when it showed signs of danger. 
 
Cllr W Henderson said that the discussions on the Dalmahoy crossing were on and 
that there had been a site meeting on Friday, 14 September.  He was still waiting an 
outcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WH 

   
 G Macdonald said that there were 15 bills going through Parliament this session.  
   
6. Chairman’s Report  
   
 NHS Provision issue to be dealt with later.  
   
7. Treasurer’s Report  
   
 J Wightman reported that the grant from the Council had been paid directly into the 

bank account amounting to £613.10. 
 

   
8. Secretary’s Report  
   
 J Wightman read out the various letters, booklets and leaflets received over the last 

month.  One had been received outlining the reasons why the Community Council 
Elections had been postponed until next year.  This was due to the local elections 
taking place year and they didn’t want both to be in the same year. 
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  Action 
9. Planning  
   
9.1 Ediston Properties 

 
Nothing to report. 

 

   
9.2 Murray Estates  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.3 Land at Bridge Inn  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.4 Cement Works, Baird Road  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.5 Suntrap  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.6 Cala Development  
   
 R Graves had had a meeting with D Lawson of Cala Developments and he had 

offered to look at affordable housing site for the new surgery.  This had proved too 
difficult to consider in the time. 

 

   
9.7 Scottish Canals (British Waterways)  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.8 Local Development Plan  
   
 Nothing to report.  
   
9.8 Bonnington Village  
   
 Letter had been received expressing concern about the development proposed at 

Bonnington House.  They will come to use if they require assistance. 
 

   
10. Transport  
   
 R Graves reported that apart from the bus stops (minuted earlier) there were no other 

issues. 
 

   
11. Membership Drive  
   
 Ongoing.  
   
12. Local housing for local residents  
   
 R Graves feels this item is no longer required on the agenda and Cllr Work said that 

the City of Edinburgh Council cannot prioritise local people for local houses in their 
area. 
 
All those present agreed to remove this item from future agendas. 
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  Action 
13. NHS Provision  
   
 R Graves reported that he had had a meeting with Colin Briggs and Dr Mackay and 

they had been looking at the premises at Wilkieston Road.  Premises within the Cala 
development were not viable and it was for Ratho residents, therefore Ratho Station 
was not viable. 
 
The initial costings had been put at £500,000 although it was felt that this could be 
reduced to £350,000.  Dr Pandolfi had seen the plans and was pleased with them. 
 
A Project Team has been set up to look into the whole area and R Graves will be a 
member representing the RDCC.  He will keep the RDCC informed of any 
developments. 
 
He went on to say that they have been promised detailed costings and G Macdonald 
said that if the cost was under £500,000 Fiona Goldsmith, Treasurer, could sign this 
amount off.  If the cost was above she cannot do this.  Hopefully we will know by the 
end of December. 
 
S Carter asked how big the Health Centre will be and R Graves said that the area 
merits two GPs. 

 

   
14. Neighbourhood Partnerships  
   
 J Wightman reported that she had raised the Hillview wall at the Safety Sub Group 

and also the problems at the library.  She had also passed on the problems of the 
CCTV. 
 
The police are to do a door knocking exercise giving residents phone numbers, etc. 
 
At the Business meeting further sites were being sought for recycling bottles, papers, 
etc.  She would put an article in the next newsletter outlining where residents can 
obtain new recycling boxes and covers. 
 
K Watt said that she had raised the blocked gully’s, the trimming of the verges, the 
repainting of the speed bump at the library and the lock ups/CCTV. 

 

   
15. Airport Report  
   
 M Harle said that he would try and obtain more copies of the Airport Community 

Newsletter for distribution.  He went on to say that the Community Trust Fund had 
closed but there was the Drop Off Fund in its place.  The Airport is asking for 
applications. 

 

   
16. RDCC Website  
   
 Nothing to report.  JC to pass minutes from May to August to J Longstaff for inclusion 

in the website. 
JC 

   
17. Local Newsletter  
   
 K Watt reported that almost 17,000 copies of the Newsletter had been distributed.  M 

Harle had very kindly distributed 500 in Newbridge and Ratho Station, and she had 
done the outlying areas.  There was some confusion as she had been informed that 
the whole of the Parish was to receive a copy of which some of it is outwith the RDCC 
area.  Help was required from the Church and R Graves would raise this with them.  
G Dimeck offered to put them in the children’s school bags but this does not cover 
everyone.  G Muir suggested that perhaps Scotmid could hold a supply.  G Dimeck 
will approach them. 

 
 
 
 
RG 
 
GD 
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  Action  
18. AOCB  
   
 R Graves spoke about the membership of the RDCC.  There are 10 voting members 

who are all volunteers and there are 5 nominated members.  Anyone in the area can 
put themselves forward and the next election will take place in September/October 
next year.  Members can be co-opted onto the Council and they have to sign the 
Council Code of Conduct. 
 
There are five nominated members for the whole area and the Chairman confirmed to 
N Langhorn that a representative from the Parent Council would be welcome.  It was 
pointed out that there are no representatives from Ratho Station although this has 
been put to the Residents Association on numerous occasions.  G Dimeck said that 
he would try and get some members of the Hillwood Primary School Parents Council 
to get involved. 
 
R Graves went on to say that hopefully the website will be made clearer re 
membership of the RDCC. 
 
N Langhorn said that the state of Freelands Road was very bad and that he had 
reported this and a pothole to Clarence.  Cllr W Henderson said that there has to be a 
change in policy and he has been pushing for this for some time.  He had written to 
the Head of Transport regarding Wilkieston and was still waiting for a reply. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GD 

   
19. Dates of future meetings  
   
 Monday, 15 October 2012 (also AGM) to be held in Ratho – JC to find out if 

Community Centre is available 
Monday, 19 November 2012 – to be held in Ratho Station 
Monday, 17 December 2012 
 

JC 

   
20. Open Forum  
   
 G Dimeck said that the residents of Ratho Station had not received a copy of the 

survey regarding NHS provision although roughly half the children in his school are 
registered with Dr Pandolfi.  R Graves said that it was for the Ratho catchment area 
which had been previously set before as reported in Item 13 above. 
 
G Macdonald had paid for the leaflets and said that it should be the elected member 
for Ratho Station to deal with there as he is the member for Ratho.  G Dimeck said 
that he had attended some of the meeting re Norwood which requires upgrading. 
 
R Graves said that Ratho Station will be dealt with by the Project Group and went on 
to say that the remit had been for Dr Pandolfi’s catchment area which does not 
include Ratho Station and NHS Provision had not made this clear when they made 
their presentation. 
 
D Bell said that the cut vegetation around the picnic area had not been cleared away.  
G Macdonald said that he would write to the proper department about this. 
 
M Harle said that he would bring safety of traffic on Baird Road to the attention of the 
Almond & West Safety Group meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GMacD 
 
MH 

 

 


