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Introduction 
 
Welcome to the Almond Neighbourhood Partnership’s Annual Review for 2012-13 
The Review highlights some of the activities undertaken by local residents, community groups and 
service delivery partners. It focuses on areas where working together on a shared goal can make a 
difference, responding to local priorities and producing real service improvements. 
 
The Review spotlights activities and events that address the NP’s priorities of improving 
opportunities for young people, promoting healthier, connected communities, improving the local 
environment, making communities safer, and improving access to work, skills development and 
employability. Events of special note, include the exciting YOU[TH] Decides Initiative where the 
NP ‘ringfenced’ £2,000 of its Community Grants Fund, for allocation to youth based projects that 
address the NP priority to ‘Increase opportunities for children and young people’ This innovative 
project put young people in the driving seat by letting them decide which projects to support. [p6] 
 
The Partnership is especially proud of its support for the Rwanda Exchange Schools trip, where a 
number of pupils from Western Edinburgh high schools visited and undertook voluntary work at the 
L’Esperance Orphanage in Rwanda. I am pleased to note this excellent project recently gained the 
‘Convener’s Award’ at the Children and Families Achievers Awards in November 2013. [p6] 
 
Almond Neighbourhood Partnership has been keen to support community organisations and this 
has been done through making eighteen Community Grants Fund awards supporting local projects 
and spending its full allocation of  £21,905 [p10/11] 
 
This Annual Review has been made possible by the assistance and contribution of many local 
people and organisations. As Convener of the partnership, I would like to thank everyone who has 
helped in its development and look forward, along with the other partners, to working with residents 
in Western Edinburgh in the coming year to improve our local services. 
 
The  Annual Review of the Almond Neighbourhood Partnership covers the period from April 
2012 to May 2013 approximately. Over the past year the Partnership has been working hard to 
deliver priorities from the Local Community Plan.  
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We have also focused on raising awareness of the work of the Partnership, building relationships 
with stakeholders, and encouraging more people to get involved. 
 
The Almond NP and the Western Edinburgh NP are supported by the West Neighbourhood Team, 
based at the Drumbrae Library Hub, Clermiston. The West Team comprises of a number of 
services: 
 

 Partnership and Information 

 Environment 

 Community Safety/Housing and Regeneration 

 Local Community Planning 

 Neighbourhood Support Services 
 

Almond Neighbourhood Partnership Board 
 
 

 Cllr. Lindsay Paterson [Convenor 2013/14]         
 
 
 
 

 

 Cllr. Norman Work [Convener 2012/2013 
 
 

 Cllr. Alastair Shields                                               
 
 
Supported by: 
 

 David Buchanan – Kirkliston Community Council 

 Keith Giblett – Queensferry and District Community Council 

 Andrew Mather – Kirkliston Community Council 

 Judith Sansom – Ratho and District Community Council 

 Rod Alexander – Davidson’s Mains and Silverknowes Association 

 Inspector John Cooper – Police Scotland 

 Liz McIntosh – Voluntary Sector 
 
Almond Neighbourhood Partnership Sub Groups 
The Almond NP sub groups have been set up to tackle locally identified priorities. Their key role is 
to develop action plans to address these priorities. The work of the sub groups together with the 
support received from the West Neighbourhood Team and other partners such as Health and Social 
Care, West Area Community Learning and Development and Police Scotland all assist in delivering 
priority based activities and outcomes. 
 
More information on the sub groups and their work is included later in this Review 
 

  



- 4 - 
 

Local Community Plan 
 
WHAT - The Almond Local Community Plan priorities are developed by listening to what’s important 
to our local communities and working with them to establish a shared vision for the area. It identifies 
a series of local actions that can be delivered by service teams and communities working together. 
The Plan focuses on themes where partnership can make a difference, to support services being 
delivered across the Neighbourhood and the needs and aspirations of local communities. 
 
The NP’s sub groups and Board have worked with partners and the west neighbourhood team to 
deliver these actions and the NP Board has supported a broad range of projects through the 
Community Grants Fund. A number of themed events around issues of local interest have been 
staged and are planned for the future. 
 
2011-2014 
Current Priorities 

 Increase opportunities for children and young people 

 Improving the environment 

 Promote access to local history and heritage 

 Build healthier communities 

 Keep our communities safe 

 Support access to work, training and skills development 

 Roads and transport 
 

DID YOU KNOW ?  That for 2014-2017 Neighbourhood consultation for the next Local Community 
Plan has already begun. Local people have been surveyed at Kirkliston and Davidson’s Mains galas 
and the Ferry Fair in South Queensferry. Ongoing streetwork consultation will continue into 2014 
and feedback sessions are planned with community councils, sub groups and other community 
groups to identified localised concerns and priorities. We hope we have spoken to you at one of 
these events, if not, get in touch! 
 

NP Activities - Tackling Local Priorities 
 
Tackling locally identified priorities is a key strand of the work of the Neighbourhood Partnership, 
through partner activity, the work of the sub groups together with support received from City of 
Edinburgh Council teams – primarily the West Neighbourhood Team but also including partners in 
Health and Social Care, West Area Community Learning and Development and Police Scotland. 
 
Some key examples of the Partnership’s work in tackling community priorities are outlined below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

file://corpad.corp.edinburgh.gov.uk/departments/SfC/Neighbourhood%20Areas/Neighbourhood%20West/Partnership%20&%20Information/LCP%20-%20Annual%20Report%202012-13/Almond%20NP/Annual%20Review%20Report%20-%20Almond.docx
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Improving the Environment 
 
Almond Environment and Heritage Sub Group 
The sub group meets on a regular basis and alternates between formal meetings and short 
business meeting followed by site visits to locations of interest where member groups are active. 
The sub group has representatives from The Friends of Davidson’s Mains Park; Kirkliston 
Environment Group; Friends of the River Almond Walkway; The VAT RUN; Greenferry and the 
Natural Heritage Service. 
 
Joint partner activity around this priority has been impressive, given the large geographic spread of 
the NP area. Events of particular note include: 
 

 A NP ‘Environment Extravaganza’ meeting in September 2012 where key speakers from 
local environment/ green groups and projects gave presentations combined with displays by 
local groups and local environment services. 

 Seven new allotments created in Kirkliston 

 The Green Flag award to Ferry Glen and the Back Braes [S/Queensferry] achieved through 
consistent collaborative work with the ‘Friends’ group and our Park Officer and Ranger. 

 Station Park in South Queensferry retained its green flag status. 
 
Over the period of this Review the sub group has supported the following initiatives: 
 

 The VAT RUN - located in South Queensferry, this initiative features ongoing construction of 
a cycle track combined with environmental improvements to a previously derelict/abandoned 
area. Supported by ongoing NP work, West team staff 
and local communities. 

 Davidson’s Mains Park – where the Friends group works closely with the local primary 
school on environmental projects – Replacement of trees damaged by severe weather and 
tackling invasive species such as Himalayan Balsam. 

 The River Almond Walkway – a recently established group, which has been very active in 
the management of the riverside and its environs. Projects have included targeted felling of 
dangerous trees; area clearing to allow new growth and new signposting. 

 The completion of a number of improvement projects on the Cammo estate, such as, 
creation of a wildflower/butterfly meadow; the installation of interpretation panels and cairns 
and the introduction of a hedge laying programme with a training element included 
 

All the above groups have received Community Grant Fund support from Almond NP 
 
Joint Housing and Built Environment Sub Group 
The sub group covers both Almond and Western Edinburgh NP with members from North Bughtlin, 
South Queensferry, Newbridge and Murrayfield, reflecting the differing range of West Edinburgh 
tenure types - housing association tenants; CEC tenants and owner occupiers. 
 
This sub group helps identify and develop the Neighbourhood Environment Programme [Housing] 
projects. It monitors the agreed programme and undertakes an annual tour of projects to assess the 
quality of the finished project and their usefulness to the local community. Over the past year it has 
endeavoured to expand the scope of community engagement in terms of project identification and 
special drop in sessions have been held to facilitate local involvement. 
 
 
 
 
 



- 6 - 
 

 

Promote Access to Local History and Heritage 
 

The NP’s promotion of this priority is through the Environment and Heritage sub group and has also 
financially supported historical and heritage related projects, such as the archaeological work 
relating to the Roman Fort at Cramond. This includes the categorisation of previous historical finds 
and artefacts. In addition, assistance was provided for the project to introduce a Ferry across the 
Almond river at Cramond. The sub group has worked closely with the Council’s Archaeological 
section in identifying and supporting strands local history and heritage. The NP also supported the 
continued location of the Heritage Museum at Cramond. 
 
Sub group meetings provide members with the opportunity to report on their groups’ activities, 
exchange good practice, keep abreast of environmental initiatives/events and explore opportunities 
for NP support such as complimentary activities and possible community grants funding. 
 
Outcome:   

 People in Almond  value and enjoy their built and natural environment and protect it and enhance it for 
future generations 

Measurements:  
 % of Clean streets 

 Satisfaction with dealing with street litter and rubbish 

 Satisfaction with dealing with street cleaning 

 Satisfaction with refuse collection service 

 Satisfaction with recycling facilities 

 Satisfaction with the way dog fouling is dealt with 

 Satisfaction with Parks and Greenspace 

 Satisfaction with dealing with vandalism and graffiti 

 Parks Quality Assessment 

 Number of green flags 

 NEP & NIP - % of spend Non-Housing Account 

 NEP & NIP - % of spend Housing Account 

 

Increased Opportunities for Children and Young People 
 
Through its Community Grants Fund [2012/13] The NP contributed £9,946 [45 %] to seven projects 
that addressed this priority. 
 
Key partners, Community Learning and Development delivered a wide range of youth clubs as well 
as targeted work with young people. Activities included the ‘Open All hours’ at Kirkliston Leisure 
Centre; youth cafes; clubs; and music workshops in neighbourhood community centres. 
 
From October Kirkliston and South Queensferry libraries extended their opening hours on a 
Saturday as part of a citywide review of opening hours, Library teams launched Superhero 
Saturdays to promote the new hours. Throughout 2012/13 both Kirkliston and South Queensferry 
Libraries ran a series of events designed to engage local children and young people with the library 
service. 
 
Both Libraries have ongoing bookbug sessions, song and story sessions for 0-4 year olds, and 
established Chatterbooks groups in partnership with local primary schools for 7-12 year olds which 
aim to engage children with reading in fun and innovative ways. 
 
Through the summer Libraries across the city run the Summer Reading Challenge, a scheme 
designed to encourage children to visit their local library and read regularly during the school 
holidays. 
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Staff from South Queensferry and Kirkliston visited all local primary schools in the run up to the 
summer holidays to promote the Reading Challenge and both libraries ran a full range of activities 
for children on the StoryLab theme. As a result of the promotional work done over 200 children took 
part in the challenge locally with 30 children joining the library for the first time to take part. 
 
Of special note, was CLD’s work with local high schools – supported by the NP - on the Rwanda 
Youth Project, where twelve pupils raised money to visit and work in the L’Esperance Orphanage in 
Rwanda. This was an exciting youth exchange programme supporting young people from different 
cultures to learn from each other, increasing their confidence and helping break down barriers and 
prejudices.  CLD West Edinburgh set up a preparation programme which included leadership 
training, fundraising and presentation skills, a residential outdoor activities weekend and first aid 
training. 
 

 
 
 
The Western Edinburgh summer youth programme organised by CLD in partnership young people, 
Almond and Western Edinburgh NPs, Police Scotland and Edinburgh Leisure. Sixty different 
activities were on offer over a four week period. These included, music, dance and animation 
workshops, arts and crafts, day trips, football, youth cafes and summer road shows. The Blue Light 
Discos in South Queensferry were extremely popular. Nearly 2,000 places were filled by children 
young people and families – 1971 attended a wide range of daily activities. 
 
You(th) Decides 
To positively engage young people, the NP agreed to allocate £2000 from its community grant fund 
to establish a pilot “You(th) Decides” pilot participatory budgeting initiative. Almond based youth 
groups were encouraged to submit proposals to the NP for a limited amount of funding to take 
forward projects that would support the NP priority ‘Increase opportunities for children and young 
people’. 
 
Organising and planning of this initiative was taken forward by a Project Team consisting of West 
Neighbourhood Partnership and Information Team and West Community Learning and 
Development staff. Applications were considered and awards recommended by a 'Review Group' 
consisting of three young people from local high schools, two members of the Scottish Youth 
Parliament [Western Edinburgh] and two members of the Almond NP Board. Successful applicants 
then presented their proposals to a Almond NP Public Meeting. The success of this plot has led to 
this model now being rolled out in Western Edinburgh NP in 2014-15. 
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Outcome:  

 Young People in Almond are safe and have the opportunity to become successful learners, confident 
individuals and responsible citizens who make positive contributions to their communities 

Measurements:  

 Satisfaction with secondary schools  

 Satisfaction with primary schools  

 Satisfaction with nursery schools  

 Events held for children & young people in Libraries 

 Satisfaction with facilities for young children 

 Satisfaction with facilities for teenagers 
 
Support Access to Work, Skills Development and Employability 
 
Work in this sector has been taken forward in partnership with our NP colleagues in Community 
Learning and Development; CEC’s Economic Development Team; Skills Development Scotland and 
staff from SFC West team. 
 
The Work Club - based in the Roseberry Halls in South Queensferry – has assisted nearly sixty 
adults with job searches; CVs; interview and IT skills. This initiative has been undertaken with the 
support of a number employability agencies. 
 
A targeted outreach event with the Partnership Information Team took place at the ‘Xmas in 
Queensferry’ lights switch on event, where the ‘Get On’ bus and CEC employment initiative 
personnel were promoting the employment, training and support services available. Future activity 
proposes closer collaborative working between NP partners and the Council’s Economic 
Development Team and Skills Development Scotland. 
 
An employability and Skills working group has been established and work streams in progress 
include an audit of the current employability and skills offer within West and Almond 
neighbourhoods and engaging with local people to assess awareness of employability services 
currently in the area. 
 
Outcome: 

 People in Almond are supported to maximise their employment potential and skills and to contribute to 
Edinburgh’s economy  

Measurements: 

 % of school leavers who go on to positive destinations 

 Population income deprived 

 Working age population claiming Jobseeker's Allowance 
 
Building Healthier Communities 
 
The Joint Almond & Western Edinburgh Community Care and Health Sub Group 
This joint sub group engages in a range of actions to support and deliver this priority in both 
Partnership areas. The group was Chaired until June 2013 by Cllr. Paul Edie and comprises of 
partners from NHS Lothian, Health and Social Care, the voluntary sector, Edinburgh Leisure 
supported by West Team staff. The sub group’s main emphasis over the last year has included 
activities aimed at enhancing awareness of services for older people and parents. 
 

 Parent Information Points. Based in libraries, they provide friendly advice and support on 
any parenting/carer issue and information on local groups and services. An example of a 
local project are the Health Walks [Buggy Walks] centred on Kirkliston Library - designed to 
encourage outdoor exercise and an opportunity to make new friends. 
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 The Almond Mains Initiative, that provides activities for elderly people including day trips to 
places of interest. The NP has assisted this Initiative through financial support for day trips 
and IT upgrading as well as promoting the activities of the Initiative 
 

 In South Queensferry, CLD work with Queensferry Churches Care in the Community to 
support the Almond Disability Forum - a group of parent/carers working to improve facilities 
for people with disabilities. 
 

 Developing a dementia friendly approach in West Edinburgh following innovative work in the 
Cramond and Barton communities 

 
Outcome:   

 People living in Almond have improved health and wellbeing, reduced social isolation and have 
increased awareness of services available   

Measurements:  

 Satisfaction with the Neighbourhood as a place to live 

 Satisfaction that people get on well together 

 Satisfaction with library services 

 Satisfaction with social and leisure facilities 

 Satisfaction with provision of shopping areas 
 
 

Keep Our Communities Safe 
 
Almond Community Safety Forum 
The NP has engaged with local people to identify and tackle key priorities through the Almond 
Community Forum. The Almond Community Safety Forum enables Elected Members, Fire 
Scotland, Community Councils, Neighbourhood Watch and the public a chance indentify local 
community safety concerns and to talk about Community Safety and Environmental Warden 
initiatives. Some key examples of issues raised at the Almond Community Safety Forum have 
included inconsiderate parking outside schools, speeding by vehicles in the Queensferry area, and 
the use of cycle paths at Davidson’s Mains by motor cycles. Our partners in Police Scotland have 
worked with local communities to tackle these issues. 
 

 Joint work between the Fire Service; Police and West Neighbourhood environmental 
wardens around the 5 November activities has led to a significant and continual fall in 
reports of ASB relating to unauthorised bonfires and misuse of fireworks. 

 

 Four roadshow events were undertaken in local communities, promoting the Community 
Safety Team’s service and advising residents on how they can report incidents of anti social 
behaviour. 

 

 The Environmental Wardens, Night Noise Team and Police Scotland have worked together 
to resolve a noise, engine emissions, littering and safety concerns from ‘boy racers’ in the 
late evening and at weekends in the Queensferry area. This was identified through the 
Almond Community Safety Forum Group as a Safer 

 

 Environmental Wardens undertook operations to tackle dog fouling in the Kirkliston area, 
where they worked with Kirkliston Library staff inviting primary school pupils to design an anti 
dog fouling poster with the winning design being used in the area.  Hot Spots such as 
Lover’s Lane [Queensferry], Cammo Estate, Davidson’s Mains Park and the streets 
surrounding these areas were patrolled frequently for dog fouling and littering offences. 
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Operation Cipher West 2 
This initiative aimed to engage the community in challenging dog fouling and to deploy the 
Environmental Wardens team intensively on the village to target persistent offenders who are 
allowing their dogs to foul these areas. Services for Communities, Community Safety Environmental 
Services and Roads had an increased presence in the area in the week of 17-20 June. 
Environmental Wardens patrolled the areas where they received the most complaints, Actions 
included: 
 

 Erected signage advertising the Dish the Dirt dog fouling hotline at hotspots and community 
centres prior to the operation. 

 Patrols of the worst streets in South Queensferry from 0730hrs to 1900 using cars and foot 
patrols. 

 Police Scotland Community Policing Team were made aware of the initiative and the officers 
involved 

 Community Safety Team held a road show at Scotmid, the Loan, South Queensferry offering 
information about council services. 

TAC [Tasking and Co-ordination] 
The West TAC covers both Almond and Western Edinburgh. They discuss ongoing issues in the 
area and how joint up working can achieve best results, early intervention, Bonfire and joint 
Operations.  Partners include Police Scotland, Fire Scotland, CLD, Early Intervention Officer, 
Community Safety and Wardens. 
 
Outcome:  

 Keeping the people of Almond safe, protecting them and improving their quality of life 
Measurements:   
 Satisfaction with the way antisocial behaviour is dealt with 

 Satisfaction that street drinking or alcohol related disorder is not a problem in your neighbourhood 

 Satisfaction with dealing with vandalism and graffiti 

 Satisfaction with way violent crime is dealt with in your local neighbourhood 

 Satisfaction with the way that dog fouling is dealt with 
 
 

Roads and Transport 
 
The NP has worked with community partners to support improvements and co-ordination to 
transport provision in the Almond area.  In addition, joint work with Transport Scotland has been 
undertaken to support community efforts to minimise the adverse impacts of the construction of the 
Forth Replacement Crossing. 
 
Meetings of the South Community Forum and M9 Junction 1A Community Forum were attended by 
CC representatives and West Neighbourhood Roads Officers 
In engaging with local communities around transport and road services, the NP held a themed 
meeting in March 2012 with Transport Scotland proving detailed presentations on FRC 
developments. 
Of note, was Kirkliston Community Council being the first organisation to make a 
submission/presentation to the CEC’s Petitions Committee on the subject of transport issues 
relating to Kirkliston. 
 
Transport Sub Group 
The NP held a transport themed meeting in Nov 13, co-chaired by the NP Convener and Cllr. Hinds, 
Transport Convener. This very positive engagement led to the proposed establishment of  this sub 
group, with one of its key themes being the development of an integrated transport system in rural 
West Edinburgh. 
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Forth Bridge – World Heritage Status 
West Team members worked with the CEC planning team, local community groups, Transport 
Scotland and Historic Scotland in facilitating local consultation that informed the  the submission for 
the Bridge to achieve World Heritage status. 
 
Outcome:  

 People in Almond  have access to an accessible, connected and well-maintained transport infrastructure  
Measurements:   

 Satisfaction with public transport in your local neighbourhood 
 Satisfaction with maintenance of roadways 

 Satisfaction with maintenance of pavements / footpaths 

 Satisfaction with quality of street lighting 

 
 
 

Community Grants Fund 

 
The Almond NP Community Grants Fund [2012/13] amounted to £21,950 
 
Eighteen grants were approved, all of which addressed one or more NP priorities. Awards were 
made to a variety of projects including support for local community gala days in Kirkliston and 
Davidson’s Mains - assisting the establishment of a local choir in Cramond – supporting 
Queensferry based environment group: Greenferry, with an IT upgrade – helping ‘Squids’ after 
school club purchase additional secure storage space. 
 
 
Launch of the ‘Ferry Queen’ 
– built with CGF Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Grants Fund Awards 2012-13 
 
Friends of Suntrap Support to take forward the 

organisation’s Business plan 
Objectives 
 

£1,800 
 
 

Friends of Ferry Glen 
and Surrounding Area 

Support for the design and 
installation of signposts for the 
Back Braes area of SQ 

£1,700 

Friends of the River 
Almond Walkway 

Support for promoting the Friends 
group 
 

£500 

Kirkliston Community 
Council – Horticultural 
and Craft Show 

Support towards staging the 
annual show. 
 

£833 
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Davidson’s Mains 
Children’s Gala 

Contribution towards 
the purchase of 
gazebos to be used on 
an annual basis 
 

            £1,600 

Kirkliston Children’s 
Gala Day 

To assist in staging the Annual 
gala 
 

£1,000 

Kirkliston Community 
Centre Association 

Support for the Almond NP 
area programme of summer 
activities 
 

£1,580 

Cramond and Barnton 
Community Council 

To assist in the planning 
application process, relating to 
the Cramond Ferry project. 
 

£80 

Queensferry and Dist 
Community Council 

To assist with planning fees 
relating to the proposed project 
at the Hawthorn Bank area 
 

 
£158 

Cramond Heritage 
Trust 

To progress the project 
associated with the Roman 
Fort archaeology 
 

£3,000 

Cramond Community 
Choir 

To assist with the 
establishment and promotion of 
the choir 
 

£1,000 

Greenferry Trust To assist in an organisational 
IT upgrade 
 

£1,000 

Almond Mains Initiative To support day outings for day 
care clients 
 

£1,500 

229 city of Edinburgh 
Girl Guide Unit 

To assist in the purchase of 
sound equipment 
 

£900 

Almond Court 
Association 

To purchase three  
manufactured snow  ploughs 
 

£388 

Christmas in 
Queensferry 

To assist in a joint venture 
between local organisations, 
churches and pupils at 
Queensferry H.S 
. 

£1,646 

Royal HS Parent 
Council 

Support for the Rwanda Youth 
Project 
 

£1,700 

Squids After School 
Club 

To purchase a secure outdoor 
storage facility 

£1,520 
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Neighbourhood Environment Programme [NEP] 
 
The Neighbourhood Environment Programme or NEPs is money made available each year by the 
Council to improve the environment of land and assets owned by the Council. 
There is a Housing NEP and a Roads NEP with different rules applying for what the money can be 
spent on. Or it can be on larger projects – for example hard and soft landscaping or carriageways. 
Projects can be a one off initiative or part of a long term environmental plan. 
 
Both Housing and Roads NEP projects are decided at a Neighbourhood level, with residents and 
tenants having the opportunity to propose, pick, and scrutinise projects. 
Spending can be on small projects – for example a footpath or a fence. 
 
NEP [Housing] Projects 2012/13 
 
Retention                                        £1,789.32 
Gateside-Graffiti Board                   £9,315.00 
The Glebe, Kirkliston-Fencing        £9,003.88 
Newbridge-Youth Shelter               £7,584.01 
Maintenance Area Almond             £5,784.88 
Rosebery Court 
[Seating and Soft Landscaping]     £1,279.53 
Hilwood Terrace-Fencing               £9,822.83 
Hillwood Terr-Additional Works      £   869.36 
Gateside-Bollards [phase 1]           £2,268.75 
Ochil Court – Fencing                   £19,154.29 
                                                      £66,871.85 
 
The Housing and Environmental sub group continues to encourage neighbourhood projects through 
spreading the word about the NEP Housing projects and how community groups can make 
proposals that will improve their local environment. 
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Community Engagement – Speaking to you about what is important 
 
Ongoing community engagement, listening to you about what matters, is a key strand of the work of 
the Partnership. The importance of this work stream has been confirmed as a key recommendation 
arising from the citywide Review of Neighbourhood Partnerships which encouraged the Council and 
Partners to think about what we do. 
 

The West Neighbourhood actively seeks new ways of engaging with people who 
live, work and travel through our area. Since joining Twitter in July 2011, we have 
established an ever increasing group of followers which includes many of the 
local community organisations and residents. 

We provide information on events taking place in the West area including library rhyme time, 
community gala days and volunteer group activities.  We also provide real time information on local 
road works and traffic information. 
West projects: 
Almond was one of the first NPs to live tweet from public NP meetings - most recently Almond 
Neigbourhood Partnership Meeting on 1st May 2013.  This approach demonstrates and supports the 
inclusiveness agenda - there are people unable to attend NP meetings but can still 'participate' in 
the debate 
- joint Q&A session with CI Murray Dykes, Police Scotland and Natalie McKail (facilitated by 
@EdinReporter) - raising awareness of service provision and co-location of Community Policing 
Team and the Council in the Hub and partnership working 
 

Libraries maintain their own individual Facebook pages which we use to promote 
forthcoming events and activities and also encouraging feedback and questions from users. 
 
We will continue to use this channel of communication and further develop our participation in social 
media as an effective way of keeping you informed. Examples include telling you about the work of 
our Environmental Wardens the latest information on Winter Weather. 
 
 
Webpage – http://www.edinburghnp.org.uk/neighbourhood-partnerships/almond/ 
The NP website continues as an easy and accessible way of keeping you informed. Providing 
information about the Almond NP; its geography and population centres; the activities of the NP’s 
sub groups, local news; community council and partner information 
 
NP News Bulletin 
The Partnership Information Team e-mails this monthly bulletin to a wide range of contacts with both 
local and city wide news. Information relating to community events, NP and partners activities and 
promoting engagement. 
If would like to join our circulation list, contact - jim.conner@edinburgh.gov.uk 
 
 
Other examples of the Partnership’s work on engaging with our local communities include: 
 

http://www.edinburghnp.org.uk/neighbourhood-partnerships/almond/
mailto:jim.conner@edinburgh.gov.uk
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This was the theme for the 2012 Holocaust Memorial Day and was managed by CLD and supported 
by the West Neighbourhood NPs. and involved activities in all the local high schools and community 
exhibitions and events. 
 
 
Events included: 
 
The Anne Frank Exhibition 
An exhibition of pictures and commentary about Anne Frank and the Holocaust. The exhibition 
toured four high schools and was displayed in Drumbrae Library 
 
Eva Clarke Talks 

 
Eva Clarke was born on the back of a coal wagon truck on 
29th April 1945 in Mauthausen Concentration Camp, 
Austria days before the camp was liberated. Weighing 
barely three pounds she somehow miraculously survived. 
Eva and her mother were the only survivors from their 
family, 15 members of whom were killed in Auschwitz:  Eva 
told the remarkable story of her own and her mother’s 
survival. Eva spoke to senior pupils at four high schools 
and to a packed meeting in the Drumbrae Library Hub. 
 

 
Drama Presentations – Involving pupils in all the participating schools, focusing on ‘Children of the 
Holocaust’ and relating it to more recent genocides and racism in Scotland today. 
 
Roadshows in Ratho Station and Newbridge 
West Neighbourhood Team and Police Scotland offered residents an opportunity to ask questions, 
receive information and raise concerns about a wide range of local services. 
Council Community Safety officers were joined by Safer Neighbourhood Police, Fire and Rescue 
Service, and Environmental Wardens and Housing and Regeneration Staff. The aim was to keep 
residents up to date on the services that matter to them. 
 
Library Super Saturday Event 
The first day of extended Saturday opening across the city as part of the review of library opening 
hours, in Almond area featuring craft events and games sessions in Kirkliston and South 
Queensferry Libraries. Ongoing work in both Kirkliston and Queensferry libraries have led to an 
increase of 30% in new members in this area. 

 
Celebrating Community Councils 
A citywide event held in City Chambers and providing an opportunity for members of C.C. to 
network, learn about other projects across the city and pick up examples of good practice. 
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Community Participation 
The Community Council Elections took place on 23 September 2013 where nominations were 
sought for membership of 42 community councils in Edinburgh.  At the end of the nomination 
period, over 500 nominations were received from individuals and groups.  Edinburgh’s community 
councils have experienced a record number of nominations from people interested in representing 
their local community and here in the Almond NP we have four well established/attended 
Community Councils – Queensferry and Dist; Kirkliston; Ratho and Dist and Cramond & Barton 
which enables local residents a chance to have their say and raise awareness of local issues. 
 
The Almond NP Board also has the Davidson’s Mains and Silverknowes Association as a member 
as an excellent example of active community organisation which contributes to the success of the 
NP 
 
Local Police Plan Consultation 
This event was held to enable local communities the chance to have their say on the Edinburgh 
Policing Plan 2014-2017, which outlines the approach that will be taken towards policing 
communities in the Capital, based on local priorities. 
The event was an ‘open door’ format to enable everybody who attended to give comments on key 
topics and meet senior council and police officers. 
 
Clean Up Edinburgh - Day of Action 
There was a fantastic turn out at Davidson's Mains Park on Friday 29 Nov, for the City's Litter Pick - 
Day of Action. Pupils, staff and parent/guardians from Davidson's Mains Primary School were first 
on the scene and over 130 volunteers tackled different areas of the park in an eco-friendly 
competition to fill a number of re-cycling bins. The results were spectacular, with all bins filled to 
overflowing. 

 

Later in the day, volunteers, including The Friends of Davidson's Mains Park and The River Almond 
Walkway, joined with staff from the West Neighbourhood office, based at the Drumbrae Library Hub, 
in collecting litter and rubbish from more wooded areas within the Park. Again, the results were very 
impressive, with large amounts of refuse and waste collected. The combined results of the Day of 
Action were considerable and inspiring. 
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Moving Forward 2013-14 
 
Increase opportunities for children and 
young people  
The NP has initiated an exciting and innovative 
initiative – YOU[TH] Decides Initiative – that 
involves local young people in the selection of 
suitable projects for NP funding. It is hoped that 
this work stream will have the potential to lead to 
greater involvement by this age group in 
Partnership activity. 
 
Promote access to local history and heritage  
The Environment and Heritage sub group is 
developing an Almond wide map of historical 
and heritage sites of interest. 
 
Queensferry Library in partnership with 
Edinburgh University and the local history group 
will be leading on a range of events 
commemorating the centenary of the First World 
War and the fiftieth anniversary of the Forth 
Road Bridge, both of which are due to fall in 
2014. This will be in the context of a number of 
initiatives in the Queensferry area which include 
the submission of an application for World 
Heritage Status for the Forth Rail Bridge, 
proposed development of the Bridge by Network 
Rail to include visitor facilities and leading to the 
Forth Bridges Festival in September 2014. 
 
 

 
Keep our communities safe  
The West Neighbourhood Team – covering 
Almond and Western Edinburgh NPs – have 
begun a number of specific initiatives 
 
Key among these is Operation Cipher. Operation 
Cipher is a multi agency partnership approach to 
making Western Edinburgh Partnership areas a 
safer place to live. Issues of local concern to be 
targeted include, dog fouling, vehicle speeding 
and anti social behaviour. 
 
Roads and Transport 
Ongoing significant infrastructure developments 
in West, not least the new Queensferry Crossing 
scheduled to open in 2016, together with 
proposed events and activities in the 
Queensferry area, have continued to create 
pressure on the existing roads and transport 
network in the area. Partners have identified this 
as a key priority for 2013-14 and a number of 
meetings with partners and stakeholders are 
exploring ways of progressing these challenges. 
 

 

Contact Details 

Ewan McCormick 
Acting Partnership Information Manager 
Tel: 0131 469 5479 
E-mail: ewan.mccormick@edinburgh.gov.uk 
 
Drumbrae Library Hub 
81 Drum Brae Drive 
Edinburgh 
EH4 7FE 
 

Jim Conner 
Partnership Information Officer 
Tel: 0131 4695602 
E-mail: jim.conner@edinburgh.gov.uk 
 
Drumbrae Library Hub 
81 Drum Brae Drive 
Edinburgh 
EH4 7FE 
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