
Approved Minutes 

Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 18 August 2014 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, 
Ratho 
 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, J Sansom, G Low, R Godfree, C Gillan, Cllr B 
Henderson, Cllr R Henderson, PC A Murdoch, J Couper 

In attendance: 2 Members of the public (Mr & Mrs Fraser) 

Apologies: M Harle, D Hunter, Cllr L Paterson, M Crockart MP, C Keir MSP, G Macdonald MSP 

  Action 

1. Apologies  

 As above.  

2. Minutes of previous meeting  

 Proposed by J Sansom and seconded by G Low.  

3. Matters arising  

3.1 3.1 Ongoing – It was reported that this was discussed at the recent meeting 

with Cala Homes – possibility of playpark facilities at Cala site and/or 
upgrade of playpark at Craigpark – raised by a resident in Craigpark and 
is hoping to get a group together.  The resident was now dealing with this 
matter  

 J Wightman reported that she had forwarded information following the 

walkabout to the Council and to the resident.  The petition had not yet 
been forwarded to the Council. 

 G Low reported that as part of the Maintenance Agreement for the 

residents at the Moorings they have an obligation to maintain the ground 
and replace equipment at the play park as and when required. 

 A Fraser asked J Wightman to check the planning permission as she felt 
the community should be told that this is a private play park and is not 

available to other villagers.  J Wightman asked G Low to report this to the 
Moorings Residents Association. 

 C Gillan reported that there were no sign of the benches promised in the 

marina area by Cala Homes.  J Wightman to check this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JW 

 

 

 

JW 

3.2 3.2 Ongoing – J Longstaff is preparing a list – Breaches of control in 

Conservation area in the last 10 years (C Gillan taking over conservation 
area enforcement queries)  C Gillan had emailed J Longstaff but had not 

yet received a reply. 

JL/CG 

3.3 3.3 Ongoing – J Wightman to circulate a list of useful telephone numbers 

supplied by Police Crime Prevention Board 

JW 

3.4 3.4 Ongoing – M Robson reported that there is a lot of water underneath the 

road at this junction – to be dealt with after Cala work is complete – 
dropped kerb and barriers on Baird Road – barriers have been repaired  

 

3.5 3.5 Ongoing – encourage residents of Ratho Station and Newbridge to join 

the Google group 

MH/JL 

3.6 3.8 Horses on the land behind the Royal Bank of Scotland at Newbridge – K 

Watt reported that the park gates are to be removed and the horses have 
not been seen recently.  

KW 

3.7 3.9 J Longstaff had submitted further objections on behalf of the RDCC to 

DPEA (Director of Planning and Environment Authority) – Stewart Milne 
proposed application – application had gone to the Reporter for a 
decision.  Discussions on wording of letters to the Reporter. 

 

3.8 3.10 J Longstaff had submitted further objections on behalf of the RDCC to 

DPEA (Director of Planning and Environment Authority) – Cala proposed 
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application, Glebe – application had gone to the Reporter for a decision.  
Discussions on wording of letters to the Reporter. 

3.9 10 7 October 2014 has been suggested for the meeting to discuss the No 20 

bus route.  Cllr B Henderson and Cllr R Henderson said they would be 
able to attend. 

 

3.10 10 J Wightman asked those present to put suggestions forward as to 

potential questions for the bus meeting. 

All 

3.11 16 Ongoing – J Wightman to enquire re a mirror to be installed at the junction 

of Dalmahoy Road and Main Street 

JW 

4. Police Report  

 J Wightman welcomed PC A Murdoch to the meeting. 

PC Murdoch read out the following report: 

232 calls had been made to the police regarding the Balerno/Ratho area with 76 
relating the Ratho and Newbridge areas. 

Youths have been causing public nuisance, loud music nuisance, neighbour 
disputes, 11 instances of theft, malicious damage to vehicle, quad bikes stolen, 4 

housebreak ins, parking complaints, various reports of damage to cars and 
buildings and reports of loose animals. 

During this period 5 Road Traffic incidents, one Collison which had no injury. 

K Watt asked if shed alarms were still available and if so, where could they be 

obtained.  PC Murdoch said he would look into this and report back. 

Cllr B Henderson asked about the continuity of police attendance at these 

meetings.  He went on to say that the City of Edinburgh Council is paying for 
Community Police Offices to attend and to liaise with Community Councils.  This 
doesn’t seem to be happening.  Cllr B Henderson to write to Inspector L Duffy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BH 

5. Councillor’s Report   

 Cllr R Henderson said that he had nothing to add to what would be covered in 
subsequent points. 

Cllr B Henderson said that the petition for the Dalmahoy/A71 junction had been 
accepted and the report was going forward. 

He went on to outline the petitions process where the Petitions Committee allowed 
the community to bring forward proposals which would hopefully generate a report.  

 

6.  Chairman’s Report  

 J Wightman reported that all points would be covered in the subsequent points.  

7. Treasurer’s Report  

 J Wightman reported that R Godfree was now the Treasurer and his name would 

be added to the signatory list for the signing of cheques. 

Three cheques were signed at the meeting for the following items: 

RDCCs contribution to the Notice Board, 

Cockburn Association fee, and 

payment for the printing of the interchange 

A grant of £631.86, after deducting the insurance premium, had been paid by the 

City of Edinburgh Council. 

 

8. Secretary’s Report  

 All correspondence received by email had been forwarded by J Wightman by 

email.  

 

9. Planning  

 Two applications re Airport parking had been called in.  The Edinburgh Evening  

http://www.radcc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/radcc
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News had spoken to M Harle and he told them that RDCC would be objecting.  J 
Longstaff is working on the objections at the moment.  Ratho Station Residents 
Association was also objecting. 

J Longstaff was also working on the objection for the Recycling at Cliftonhall Road, 

mainly increase in traffic.  It was felt that planning permission should not be given 
until exit on to Newbridge roundabout is improved.  An increase in traffic at Ratho 
Station has been noted. 

9.1 Ediston Properties  

9.2 Murray Estates  

9.3 Cement Works, Baird Road  

9.4 Cala Development (The Moorings)  

9.5 Scottish Canals (British Waterways)  

 9.1 – 9.5 Nothing to report.  

9.6 Local Development Plan  

 LDP has been very kind to Ratho.  J Longstaff will prepare a summary of points 

which residents may wish to commend in feedback to the City of Edinburgh 
Council.  Cllr B Henderson is to suggest additional comments to J Wightman 

JL/BH 

9.7 Bonnington Village  

 Nothing to report.  

  Action 

9.8 Cala Development (Craigpark Quarry)  

 R Godfree reported that he had emailed J Wightman re the Manager’s house and 

shed objecting to the proposal.  Manager’s house now single storey but looks as if 
it is situated on higher ground and has been moved – will still be highly visible 
from the north and west.  Access could now be a problem.  If this is the entry into 
the Country Park it could cause parking problems.  Objections to be forwarded to 

case officer. 

 

 

 

 

JW 

9.9 Stewart Milne – Development of land on Ratho Park Road  

 J Wightman said that we should encourage local people to write in when 

consultation has taken place. 

 

9.10 IBG – Development of land north of the A8  

9.11 David Wilson  

 9.9 -9.10 Northing to report.  

9.12 Cala Development (Glebe)  

 The decision of the Report is expected by the end of August/beginning of 

September. 

 

9.13 Garden District  

 Nothing to report.  

10 Bus Service  

 The date for a meeting to discuss the No 20 bus service is to be 7 October 2014.  

Cllr B Henderson and Cllr R Henderson are both able to attend and J Wightman 
would like the other Councillors to attend also together with Lesley Hinds.  K Watt 
to find out when we can have the hall. 

KW/JW 

11. NHS Provision  

 A Freedom of Information Request has been lodged with NHS Lothian asking how 

many days the Doctors’ surgery had not been covered since Dr Pandolfi left the 
practice.  Problems seem to arise when either or both the doctors are on holiday. 

The NHS has been unable to negotiate a commercial contract with the current 

 

http://www.radcc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/radcc
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owner of 14 Wilkieston Road.  Since then various options have been put forward, 
i.e. new surgery at the above, design agreed by the landlord and a new build on 
council land.  NHS is looking at the business case for all options. 

In the meantime various suggestions had been made to allow more than one 

doctor to consult at a time to reduce waiting time for appointments which has 
caused concern in the community.  These include a porta cabin sited in the Bridge 
Inn Car Park which had been ruled out.  The empty flat above the present surgery 
and the empty shop next to the chemist shop are a couple of options.  Temporary 

accommodation would be acceptable by the villagers.   NHS is responsible for 
staffing the surgery. 

12. Neighbourhood Partnerships  

 J Wightman reported that a meeting would take place on 4 September 2014 re 

consultation on the priorities for the Local Community Plan by the Pentland Ward. 

 

 

 The launch of the Community Plan would be in October 2014.  Consultations take 
place between 5 and 19 September and report would be out on 22 September 

2014.  This will be presented at the Neighbourhood Partnership meeting on 30 
September 2014. 

The cobbles in Main Street are causing a problem but the owner of this land 

cannot be found. 

K Watt reported that a special Transport meeting would take place on 3 

September 2014 re the proposed 20mph in built up areas. 

 

13. Airport Report  

 Nothing to report.  

14. RDCC Website  

 Updated as when required.  137 members of the Twitter account and 117 

members of google group.  The Local Development Plan will be put on once it has 
been finalised. 

 

15. Local Newsletter  

 J Wightman reported that she would pick up the final edition of the magazine the 

following day and pass to K Watt for distribution.   

 

16. AOCB  

 The RDCC Notice Board in Ratho had been installed, situated on Main Street 

near the shops.  Guidelines (circulated) governing its use would be on the website 
and J Wightman asked for any comments are sent to her. 

R Godfree reported that the white lines on the A71 between Hermiston and 

Wilkieston had not been renewed for at least 15 years.  J Wightman asked him to 
email this information to Cllr B Henderson and herself. 

 

 

 

 

RG/BH 

17. Dates of future meetings  

 Monday, 15 September 2014 (venue to be advised)  

Monday, 20 October 2014  Monday, 17 November 2014 

All of the above meetings will be held in Ratho Community Centre unless 

otherwise stated.   

 

 

http://www.radcc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/radcc

