
Approved Minutes 

Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 15 September 2014 at 7.15pm in Ratho Church Hall, Ratho 
 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, C Gillan, K Watt, Cllr B Henderson, Cllr R Henderson, PC P 

Scott, Sgt W Telford 

In attendance: 2 Members of the public D Bell, S Bissett 

Apologies: J Couper. R Godfree, M Harle, D Hunter, N Langhorn, J Sansom, M Harle, Cllr N Work, Cllr 

D Heslop 

  Action 

1. Apologies  

 As above.  

2. Minutes of previous meeting  

 Proposed by G Low and seconded by K Watt, subject to R Godfree substituted for G 
Low in 9.8. 

 

3. Matters arising  

3.1 3.1 Ongoing – It was reported that this was discussed at the recent meeting with 
Cala Homes – possibility of playpark facilities at Cala site and/or upgrade of 
playpark at Craigpark – raised by a resident in Craigpark and is hoping to get 
a group together.  The resident was now dealing with this matter  

 J Wightman reported that she had forwarded information following the 
walkabout to the Council and to the resident.  The petition had not yet been 
forwarded to the Council. 

 G Low reported that as part of the Maintenance Agreement for the residents 
at the Moorings they have an obligation to maintain the ground and replace 
equipment at the play park as and when required. 

 A Fraser asked J Wightman to check the planning permission as she felt the 
community should be told that this is a private play park and is not available 
to other villagers.  J Wightman asked G Low to report this to the Moorings 
Residents Association.  Cllr B Henderson said this was open to challenge. 

 C Gillan reported that there were no sign of the benches promised in the 
marina area by Cala Homes.  J Wightman to check this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JW 

 

 

JW 

3.2 3.2 Ongoing – J Longstaff is preparing a list – Breaches of control in 
Conservation area in the last 10 years (C Gillan taking over conservation area 
enforcement queries)  C Gillan had emailed J Longstaff but had not yet 
received a reply. 

JL/CG 

3.3 3.3 Ongoing – J Wightman to circulate a list of useful telephone numbers 
supplied by Police Crime Prevention Board 

JW 

3.4 3.4 Ongoing – M Robson reported that there is a lot of water underneath the road 
at this junction – to be dealt with after Cala work is complete – dropped kerb 
and barriers on Baird Road 

 

3.5 3.5 Ongoing – encourage residents of Ratho Station and Newbridge to join the 
Google group 

MH/JL 

3.6 3.7,8 J Longstaff had requested guidance on how to report errors of fact to the 
Reporter after we have submitted our comments in planning appeals.   No 
response has been received.  J Wightman to pursue. 

 

JW 

3.7 3.10 J Wightman asked those present to put suggestions forward as to potential 
questions for the bus meeting. 

All 

3.8 3.11 Ongoing – J Wightman to enquire re a mirror to be installed at the junction of 
Dalmahoy Road and Main Street 

JW 
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4. Police Report  

 J Wightman welcomed Sgt W Telford (Almond) to the meeting. 

Sgt Telford reported that in the previous month: 

85 calls had been made to the police regarding the Balerno/Ratho area with 239 for 
Ratho Station and Newbridge areas.  In Balerno/Ratho there were 13 recorded 
crimes, 4 of which have been solved.  In Ratho Station/Newbridge of 28 recorded 
crimes 14 have been solved. 

Calls were regarding noise, thefts, vandalism, alarm calls, animals loos on roads, 
neighbour disputes, assaults and domestic incidents. 

There were also numerous calls about breakdowns, collision and other driving 
offences. 

K Watt asked if there was an update on shed alarms being available. Sgt Telford and 
and PC Scott said they would make further enquiries and report back. 

S Bissett raised the problem of motorists using the Newbridge bus loop, mainly at 
peak periods, and of farmers with loaded agricultural vehicles using this to avoid 
Newbridge Roundabout.   Sgt Telford will send officers to review the situation. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Police 

Almond 

Pentland 

5. Councillor’s Report   

 Cllr R Henderson said that he had nothing to add to other agenda items 

Cllr B Henderson reported that both the  Dalmahoy/A71 junction and the Craigpark 
Play Park petitions had been remitted by the Petitions Committee to Transport and 
Environment Committee.   It was agreed to halt the decommissioning of the Craigpark 
Play Park unless the equipment was dangerous 

See also items 9.9 and 9.12 (DPEA Appeals) 

Cllr B Henderson reported that he was awaiting a written response from Waste 
Services about the erratic timescales and missed collections of waste (particularly 
food waste) in the area. 

He also reported that a resident had asked for yellow lines in Freelands Way to 
prevent residents parking on the street, which was asserted to be an obstruction.   It 
was agreed to review this situation after the implementation of the proposed 20 mph 
orders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BH 

6.  Chairman’s Report  

 J Wightman announced she had received John Longstaff’s resignation from the 
Community Council.    It was agreed that our appreciation of his advice, particularly in 
planning matters, over many years should be minuted. 

She had been asked for comment from the Evening News about Craigpark Play Park. 

 

7. Treasurer’s Report  

 Nothing to report.  

8. Secretary’s Report  

 Email updates had been circulated to members as these were received.   The LDP 
had also been received.  

 

9 Planning  

9.1 Ediston Properties  

9.2 Murray Estates  

9.3 Cement Works, Baird Road  

 9.1-9.3 Nothing to report  

http://www.radcc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/radcc
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9.4 Cala Development (The Moorings)  

 The Community Council had objected to the proposal for satellite dishes on the 
affordable housing blocks in the Conservation Area. 

 

9.5 Scottish Canals (British Waterways)  

 Nothing to report  

9.6 Local Development Plan  

 G Low is preparing a statement supporting the proposals that the Green Belt in 
Pentland should be maintained, for submission by the Community Council.   This will 
be adapted as a basis for residents to submit comments.  Comments to be received 
by CEC by 3 October. 

 

 

GL 

9.7 Bonnington Village  

 Nothing to report  

9.8 Cala Development (Craigpark Quarry)  

 Manager’s House and Storage Shed. 

This had been agreed by committee on 27 August and a draft Legal Agreement 
request sent to the Council Solicitor for action 

 

 There seems to be no construction work undertaken by Cala on the house building.  J 
Wightman to contact Rod Howat to ask for an update. 

JW 

9.9 Stewart Milne – Development of land on Ratho Park Road  

 The DPEA Reporter had dismissed the appeal.  

9.10 IBG – Development of land north of the A8  

9.11 David Wilson  

 9.10 -9.11 Nothing to report  

9.12 Cala Development (Glebe)  

 The DPEA Reported was minded to allow the appeal subject to an agreement being 
signed with CEC within 3 months. 

G Low explained the concerns of residents in the Moorings, who were unhappy with 
the decision and were pursuing legal advice on whether there was a case for taking 
further action. 

 

9.13 Garden District  

 Nothing to report  

9.14 Change of use to waste recycling centre Newbridge Industrial Estate   

 The CC’s objection in relation to traffic management had been received on 29 August.  

9.15 Permanent use of the land for airport parking and associated office (Batley)  

 The CC’s objection had been received on 3 September  

10 Transport  

10.1 Bus Service  

 A public meeting has been arranged for Tuesday 7 October 2014 in the Community 
Centre.    J Wightman to draw up arrangements for the agenda. 

Cllr R Henderson to contact Lesley Hinds to request her attendance.  He also 
suggested inviting a member of CEC Transport Team. 

JW 

 

RH 

10.2 Proposed 20 mph Speed Limit - Consultation  

 Extracts from a City of Edinburgh Council briefing were circulated previously.    2 maps  

http://www.radcc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/radcc
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were also circulated.   Views on the proposals for Ratho and Ratho Station are 
required as soon as possible as the closing date for comments is before the next 
meeting. 

The following have been identified as possibly requiring amendment. 
1. 20mph on Freelands Road after the junction with Freelands Way 
2. Harvest Road/Baird Road through Piggery Bends  
3. Dalmahoy Road 
4. Wilkieston Road from Cliftonhall Road to the Village Gateway (as amended 

by the Cala Development) 

There will be a drop-in at the library on Wednesday 17
th
 to ask questions but K Watt 

also urged members to complete the online survey. 

It was agreed that the proposal was broadly welcomed and that the 4 issues above 
should be highlighted in a Community Council response.  KW to draft a response.   
Closing date for comments 17 October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 

 

11. NHS Provision  

 K Watt reported that following the problems last year in being able to proceed with the 
development, and being unable to agree suitable terms, NHS effectively had to go 
back to the drawing board. They now have two options, one that is based on using 
CEC property and one that is based on the Wilkieston Road option. This has meant 
that they have had to draw up a new business case. This will be going to the Finance 
and Resources Committee in November. Options are based on there being no 
change in the commercial aspects (including leasing arrangements) of each option. If 
all goes smoothly, they would hope to have a Capital Project to then work on in the 
new year. 

The property above the surgery is currently vacant and can not be re-let until the leak 
has been repaired and inspected by the Council, as well as other conditions imposed 
upon the landlord.    There was a suggestion last month that this property could be 
rented in the short term to allow temporary expansion of the existing facilities and this 
is under consideration. 

There is also a proposal to update part of the NHS Lothian website about property (eg 
surgeries) and it is intended to have info and a FAQs. The Community Council is 
asked to forward any FAQs about property and these can be incorporated into the 
web page.    

In relation to the disquiet amongst residents about the health service in the village and 
the subsequent petition the CC has received an offer for members of staff to come to 
a meeting and speak to residents.  These would probably be Dr Mackay, Head of 
Edinburgh CHP, David White, Assistant General Manager, Edinburgh CHP and 
Eileen McGuire, Service Manager for Primary Care.   Eileen will liaise with K Watt 
after the Monday holiday. 

J Wightman reported that FOI request had been sent (a week after Mike Crockart MP 
had received it.)   The figures did not match with the figures obtained from residents 
so she will respond accordingly seeking clarification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 

 

JW 

 

12. Neighbourhood Partnerships  

 The next Pentlands NP meeting is on 30 September in Colinton Bowling Club.  This 
will feature the new Community Plan. 

The next Walkabout will be on the morning of Wednesday 24
th
 September.   In view of 

the very erratic waste uplifts (particularly food waste) over the last 4 weeks KW has 
asked that a representative of Waste Services attend.   If there are any other items 
that should be brought to the attention of officers let KW have a note of these by 
Sunday lunchtime 21 September. 

 

 

 

 

ALL 

http://www.radcc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/radcc
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13. Airport Report  

 Nothing to report.  

14 RADCC Website/Twitter/Google Group Updates  

 The website has been updated with the information about the Planning Appeals.   The 
next major posting will be about the Local Development Plan with links to the Council 
site when we agree a form of words with other groups in Pentlands NP 

Twitter: 146 followers (+7), Tweets and Retweets 37 

Google Group: Members 119 (+2) Updates 6 

 

15. Local Newsletter  

 The last edition has been published and distributed.  J Wightman will write to thank 
Julie Fermor for all the work she has done for Interchange.   

JW 

16. AOCB  

 Nil.  

17. Dates of future meetings  

 Monday, 20 October 2014 (venue to be confirmed) 

Monday, 17 November 2014 

These meetings will be held in Ratho Community Centre unless otherwise stated.   

KW 

   

 

 

http://www.radcc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/radcc

