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Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 17 November 2014 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, 
Ratho 
 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, C Gillan, K Watt, R Godfree, J Couper 

In attendance: S Bissett, Cllr B Henderson, Cllr R Henderson, PC D Brown, L Henderson 

Apologies: M Harle, J Sansom, N Langhorn, Cllr D Heslop, M Crockart MP, C Keir MSP,                  

G Macdonald MSP 

  Action 

1. Apologies  

 As above.  

2. Minutes of previous meeting  

 Proposed by G Low and seconded by C Gillan  

3. Matters arising  

3.1 3.1 Ongoing – It was reported that this was discussed at the recent meeting with 
Cala Homes – possibility of playpark facilities at Cala site and/or upgrade of 
playpark at Craigpark – raised by a resident in Craigpark and is hoping to get 
a group together.  The resident was now dealing with this matter  

 The petition had gone through and was being forwarded to the Transport 
Committee. 

 The benches promised by Cala Homes for the marina area will not now be 
going ahead. 

 A new statue has been erected adjacent to the Social Housing. 

 

3.2 3.2 Ongoing –Breaches of control in Conservation area in the last 10 years (C 
Gillan taking over conservation area enforcement queries) C Gillan had 
received a list from K Watt for circulation to members for information. 

CG 

3.3 3.3 Ongoing – J Wightman to circulate a list of useful telephone numbers supplied 
by Police Crime Prevention Board 

JW 

3.4 3.4 Ongoing – M Robson reported that there is a lot of water underneath the road 
at this junction – to be dealt with after Cala work is complete – dropped kerb 
and barriers on Baird Road  

 

3.5 3.5 Ongoing – encourage residents of Ratho Station and Newbridge to join the 
Google group 

MH 

3.6 3.7,8 J Longstaff had requested guidance on how to report errors of fact to the 
Reporter after we had submitted our comments in planning appeals.  No 
response had been received.  J Wightman raised this at the meeting of the 
Association of Community Councils and reported that there was nothing by 
law. We have to make sure that all the correct documentation goes to the 
Reporter at the appointed time.  This item to be deleted. 

JW 

3.7 3.8 Police action had been taken regarding the Newbridge bus loop where 
motorists had been using it, especially at peak periods and of agricultural 
vehicles using this to avoid Newbridge roundabout.  S Bissett reported that 
this was still happening and it should again be brought to the attention of the 
police at South Queensferry. Perhaps they should be there during school bus 
times.  J Wightman to contact Sgt Telford. 

 

 

 

 

JW 

3.8 3.9 Cllr B Henderson reported that this had been sorted out - erratic timescales of 
waste collection. This item to be deleted 
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3.9 3.12 This item will be discussed under Item 11 below – NHS Provision  

3.10 3.13 Outstanding – Freedom of Information requested JW 

3.11 3.14 The next walkabout will take place in December.   

3.12 9 M Harle had checked this and there were no problems.  M Harle to send C 
Gillan details to make enforcement enquiry – used car dealership on Old 
Liston Road/Bridge Street, Newbridge 

MH/CG 

3.13 9.1 M Harle still to report back – Managers of the (Uniroyal) site at Newbridge – S 
Bissett reported that travellers had been on the site but only for a couple of 
days.  S Bissett asked if blocks could be put down at the (Uniroyal) site to stop 
the travellers using this land again. 

MH 

3.14 13 L Henderson reported that each year the Airport Management had £100,000 
for the benefit of the community.  Grants of a total of £25,000 are awarded for 
equipment anywhere within the flight path each quarter and they were looking 
to deal with all applications on-line in the future. 

 

3.15 16 K Watt reported that the new recycling arrangements were on Twitter.    

4. Police Report  

 PC D Brown introduced himself to the meeting and reported on the following: 

23 calls were made to the police between 15 October and 17 November for the Ratho 
area and 33 calls for the Ratho Station and Newbridge area.  These included: 

Theft of car keys, theft from a shed, house fire, theft of a wheel, malicious damage to a 
car, theft of ladders, disturbance at the Newbridge Inn, a trailer was broken into, fire 
call to Newbridge Industrial area and an assault at Hillwood Gardens. 

 

5. Councillor’s Report   

 Cllr B Henderson reported that the lights for the Christmas tree in Currie were using 
electricity from the Library for this year only.  The lights had been supplied by Currie 
Community Council.   

Cllr R Henderson reported that the business case for the new NHS surgery had been 
agreed by NHS Lothian and the preferred option was for the owner of the Wilkieston 
Road site to develop the site and this will be leased to the NHS for 10-15 years initially, 

 

6.  Chairman’s Report  

 J Wightman reported that wreaths had been supplied and laid on Remembrance 
Sunday. 

She had spoken with Rod Howitt regarding the changes to the Section 75, which had 
been discussed with Andy Bogle and Cala earlier this year.  The road will not be 
widened at Dalmahoy Road and there will not be a raised table at the junction of Ratho 
Park Road and Baird Road as this is not possible.  The money planned for these 
changes will now go towards the new lights which are to be north of the Bridge. 

Rod Howitt was not sure when the work will commence on the Glebe site. 

J Wightman went on to say that two resignations had been tendered, J Couper, who 
will remain in office to the AGM and J Sansom.  If anyone knew of a person interested 
in the role of minute secretary would they please let her know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL 

7. Treasurer’s Report  

 J Wightman reported that all the forms are now ready for the new signatories to be in 
place for the bank accounts and asked for the approval of those attending the meeting. 

G Low requested a cheque for the South West Community Forum for £30. 

 

8. Secretary’s Report  

 Nothing to report. 
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9. Planning  

 J Wightman explained that part of the area in the PANs recently submitted were not 
our area.  East of the railway line is the Corstorphine area.  A Public Exhibition for the 
area round Gogar Tram Terminus would be held on 26 November 2014.  There would 
also be a Public Exhibition on 25 November in Norwood CW for a new airport hotel. 

 

9.1 Ediston Properties  

 Nothing to report.  

9.2 Murray Estates  

 No update – Ratho Station Residents Association are considering applying for a 
Lottery grant for Village Hall situated at park site. 

 

9.3 Cement Works, Baird Road  

 Nothing to report.  

9.4 Cala Development (The Moorings)  

 J Wightman had spoken to R Howitt re the handover of the Link Housing.  When this 
happens Scottish Canals will take over the Marina.   

 

9.5 Scottish Canals (British Waterways)  

 A meeting with the new Chair of Scottish Canals will take place on 15 January 2015.  
Details to be finalised. 

 

9.6 Local Development Plan  

 Local Development Plan had been submitted and Cllr B Henderson thought it would 
be published in January/February next year. 

 

9.7 Bonnington Village  

 Nothing to report.  

9.8 Cala Development (Craigpark Quarry)  

 Manager’s House and Storage Shed  

 R Godfree reported on the excess of mud on the road and he had written regarding 
this.  An Enforcement Notice had been issued.  Road sweepers are in operation but it 
was suggested that a more effective  wheel wash should be utilised. 

 

9.9 IBG – Development of land north of the A8  

 New PAN had been submitted for development of land round the tram depot at Gogar.  
See under 9 PAN. 

 

9.10 Cala Development (Glebe)  

 Signs are up advertising this development.  

9.11 Garden District  

 J Wightman to phone Robin Holder. JW 

9.12 Change of use to waste recycling centre Newbridge Industrial Estate  

 Nothing to report.  

9.13 Permanent use of the land for airport parking and associated office (Batley)  

 The CC’s objection had been received on 3 September and this item is still pending 
consideration. 

 

9.14 Country Park  

 Nothing to report. 
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10 Transport  

10.1 Bus Service  

 J Wightman had not received anything from L Hinds and will contact her at the 
beginning of December. 

Discussion took place on the danger for pedestrians trying to cross the road at 
Freelands Way.  It was hoped that the new traffic lights would alleviate this problem.  
C Gillan thought there was a pavement on the west side of the road and will 
investigate this.  C Gillan to email Cllr B Henderson re the new traffic lights. 

JW 

 

 

 

CG 

10.2 Proposed 20mph Speed Limit – Consultation  

 J Wightman reported that K Watt had submitted our comments and M Harle had 
responded on behalf of Newbridge.  CEC proposals should be brought forward in 
March 2015. 

 

11. NHS Provision  

 J Wightman reported that NHS will attend a Public Meeting on 4 December 2014 in the 
Church Hall at 7.00pm.  A list of frequently asked questions would have to be 
prepared.   

 

12. Neighbourhood Partnerships  

 J Wightman said that a new representative for the Almond Neighbourhood Partnership 
would have to be found and it was agreed to wait until M Harle returned from holiday. 

J Wightman had attended a meeting re the Community Plan for the whole of 
Edinburgh at Easter Road. 

Posters by pupils of Ratho Primary School regarding dog fouling would be put in 
prominent places throughout the village, following a project supported by the 
Environmental Wardens from the South West Neighbourhood Office. 

 

13. Airport Report  

 See item 3.14 above.  

14. RDCC Website  

 K Watt reported that five new members of Twitter and two new members of the Google 
Group had been signed up over the last month.   

 

16. AOCB  

 C Gillan said he would like to respond re the planning of houses at the rear of Baird 
Road.  He would pass this to J Wightman. 

BT  were still looking at the Kirkliston exchange re fibre optic Broadband. 

CG 

17. Dates of future meetings  

 Monday, 15 December 2014 Monday, 19 January 2015 
Monday, 16 February 2015 Monday, 16 March 2015 
Monday, 20 April 2015  Monday, 18 May, 2015 
Monday, 15 June 2015  Monday, 20 July, 2015 
Monday, 17 August 2015 Monday, 21 September 2015 
Monday, 19 October 2015 Monday, 16 November 2015 
Monday, 21 December 2015 

All meetings will be held in Ratho Community Centre unless otherwise stated. 
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