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Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 15 June 2015 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 

 
Present:  J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, S Bisset, E Gray 

 
In attendance:  Cllr L Paterson, Cllr R Henderson, PC D Brown + colleague 

 
Apologies: R Godfree, M Harle, M Thomson MP, L Henderson, Cllr D Heslop, J Couper, 

Cllr B Henderson, C Gillan, D Hunter 

  Action 

1 Apologies 

As above. 
 

2 Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of meeting of 18th May 2015 were approved with no changes. 
Proposed:  G Low  Seconded: S Bisset 

 

3 Matters arising/action points  

3.1 (3.2) Lists of useful telephone numbers from PCPB – KW had already circulated the 
revised list on 9th June.  

 

3.2 (3.3) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – M Harle 
and L Henderson unavailable to provide update, therefore ongoing. 

 
MH/LH 

3.3 (3.5) Funding for Christmas tree lights – No update provided from Cllr B Henderson. BH 

3.4 (3.6) Extension to Ratho Primary School – There have been occasional updates on Twitter, 
work seems to be proceeding well. 

 

3.5 (3.7) Review of bus service – See 5 below.  

3.6 (3.9) Craigpark Development, mud on road – Continue to monitor.  

3.7 (3.10) Parking at Hillwood Primary School – Nothing further to report.  

3.8 (4) Police & social media – There had been more police activity on Twitter recently, so it 
was assumed an allocated individual was now in place. 

 

3.9 (5) Repair to pavement in Hillview Cottages – The request to NEPS had been accepted.  

3.10 (9.1) Ediston Properties, Newbridge/Uniroyal – It was confirmed the site was up for sale, 
and had been made secure. 

 

3.11 (9.2) Murray Estates – No update available, M Harle to check if this site is up for sale. MH 

3.12 (9.3) Scottish Canals (British Waterways) – No update received from G MacDonald 
regarding contact with Andrew Thin. 

GMacD 

3.13 (11) Paint colour of new surgery - C Gillan had written to Mark Keane and a holding reply 
had been received. 

 

3.14 (15) Erection of fence at the Old Gasworks, which is in conservation area – C Gillan had 
written an enforcement enquiry, no reply had yet been received. 

 

4 Police Report 

During May, there had been a break-in at Burnwynd, and an attempted break-in at 
Craigpark Crescent. There had been no serious assaults or robberies during May. There 
was a minor assault in Hillwood Terrace with one person being cautioned and charged, 
and a minor assault in the McDonald's car park at Newbridge, in a “road rage” type 
incident.  
 

The Summer Drink Drive campaign ran from 29th May to 12th June. Speed checks were 
held on Wilkieston Road on 15 June, no drivers were stopped.  
 

There had been three incidents of bogus callers, where males had offered to fix issues 
supposedly observed on owners' roofs, on one occasion asking for access to the house. 

 

http://www.radcc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/radcc


Approved Minutes 

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 

 

2 

An enquiry to identify the individuals is ongoing.  
 

There had been no reported problems following the Ratho Gala. J Wightman reported that 
there had been an accident involving a child at the Gala, but she had heard nothing further.  

5 Councillors' reports 
Cllr R Henderson had been kept up to speed on NHS provision; it was an ongoing 

challenge. He understood that a Patient Participation Group meeting held 2/3 weeks 
previously had gone well. Although the RADCC was not involved with the group, it would 
be helpful to have contact with them, Cllr Henderson to provide details. The next meeting is 
on 17th June. 
 

From 1st July, Dr Simpson was doing 3.5 days a week. A locum was covering 3 days, and 
a bank nurse at least 3 days. The permanent GP post had been advertised, closing date 
20th June, but no applications had  been received to date. Some other options were being 
investigated, but no details were available. July was likely to be difficult, as Dr Simpson 
had holidays booked and so far no cover had been found. If cover was again to be 
provided by the Victoria Practice in Leith, clearer communication from the surgery on how 
the system operated would be helpful. It was a matter of great concern to residents. 
 

G Low had contacted Planning in connection with the new surgery; Transport were 
unhappy with the initial layout for parking. The developer had made amendments and 
Transport’s comments were awaited.  
 

Cllrs R & B Henderson had attended a meeting with Lesley Hinds on 3rd June, when Cllr 
Hinds pressed officials to explore options to see what room there was for flexibility in the 
existing bus contract. J Wightman, K Watt, G Low and C Gillan were meeting Cllr Hinds 
and council officials on 29th June.  
 

See Item 9.5 
 

Cllr Paterson had received complaints from companies at Newbridge that cars parked 

over the entrances to their properties. S Bisset agreed that there were a lot of parked 
vehicles, especially vans, at night. The West team had said that they would carry out 
surveys.  
 

There had been problems at Lochend Cottages with bin collections. There had also been a 
number of complaints about new LED lighting at Ratho Station; there were 5 different 
settings, and it took time to get it right. Lighting at the RBS cashpoint at Newbridge was 
very poor and should be looked at. 

 
 
 
 
RH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LP 

6 Chair's report 

J Wightman had invited the new MP, Michelle Thomson, to the August RADCC meeting.  
 

NHS had requested a public meeting in Ratho in August or September. 
  

J Wightman had attended a voluntary sector meeting. She had met the South West 
Development Officers and found out that it was proposed that Pentland Health action 
group were planning to concentrate next year on dementia and Parkinsons. It would be 
interesting to know to what extent those conditions needed support in Ratho. Cramond & 
Barnton was a dementia-friendly community, and there was a regular drop-in for sufferers 
and carers at Cramond Kirk, in addition to Queensferry Care, who also offered services in 
Ratho.  
 

J Wightman asked the councillors if they could clarify where Ratho, Ratho Station and 
Newbridge stood with respect to the move to the Integration of Health and Social Care. Cllr 
Henderson to forward link to map showing the new boundaries. Cllr Henderson noted that 
the integrated joint board would be live in July, but would have no operational budget until 
next financial year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RH 

7 Treasurer's report 

No report. 
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8 Secretary's report 

K Watt had returned EACC's questionnaire identifying RADCC's current priorities: 
 ensuring the effective delivery of local services, with particular focus on local NHS 

provision of an effective doctors' surgery; 
 public transport provision, specifically local bus services; 
 planning: including maintaining the protection of the green belt and the rural 

environment. 
J Wightman noted that new EACC officials had just been appointed; she was now 
Treasurer, but the Secretary had resigned.  

 

9 Planning  

9.1 Ediston Properties, Newbridge/Uniroyal 

See 3.10, this site is up for sale. 

 

9.2 Murray Estates 

See 3.11 

 

9.3 Scottish Canals (British Waterways) 

See 3.12 

 

9.4 Local Development Plan (LDP) 

The individual planning application for the Cammo site was recommended to go ahead by 
the reporter, but the minister overruled. The LDP as published in June 2014 was being 
examined by the reporter. It was understood that Council Planners had not recommended 
the Garden District be included in the LDP. 

 

9.5 Cala Development (Craigpark Quarry) 

Cllr Henderson noted that construction of 2 houses had started at Craigpark. He 
understood that a planning condition was that Cala had to give £100K towards the 
construction of a bridge; J Wightman believed that was only if it was requested by the 
Council. Cllr Henderson to investigate and clarify. Provision of a bridge could impact on 
bus services, as service to the climbing centre could then be included. 

 
 
 
 
RH 

9.6 IBG – Development of land north of A8  

9.7 Cala Development (Glebe) 

Nothing to report on 9.6 or 9.7 

 

9.8 Garden District 

See 9.4 

 

9.9 Country Park at Craigpark  

9.10 Craigpark Playpark 

Nothing to report on 9.9 or 9.10. 

 

9.11 Flying Scot airport parking, Queen Ann Dr, Ratho Station 

Temporary permission (5 years) for change of use to 24-hour secure airport parking had 
been refused in March 2015. The developers have requested a review and the Local 
Review Body will meet on 5th August to consider this. 

 

9.12 New surgery  

See 5 above, the application deadline has been extended to June to review parking 
provision. 

 

9.13 BT box, Ratho Park Road 

Planning did not like the proposal, and there was also an objection from Transport. 
Planning had asked BT to suggest a better site, but BT had not yet responded.  

 

9.14 Proposed Hotel at Eastfield Road 

G Low had asked the developers to talk to RADCC about the hotel application before the 
July meeting, but there had been no response as yet. 

 

10 Transport  
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10.1 Bus Service 

See 5 above. 

 

11 NHS Provision 

See 5 above. 

 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships 

There would be a Ratho walkabout on 29th June. If anyone wished any particular issues to 
be raised, they should contact K Watt by 27th June, so that she can alert officers in 
advance. A Ratho Station/Newbridge walkabout would take place in the near future. J 
Wightman would try to attend. J Wightman to forward correspondence to Cllr Paterson. 
G Low attended the last EACC Safety sub-group meeting. There were reports from police 
and fire service and the community plan was updated. There was a presentation regarding 
environmental wardens; they were a limited resource, and had to be used as efficiently as 
possible. A traffic light system was in place for dog fouling complaints, areas with most 
complaints being recorded as red. Unless complaints were phoned in regarding dog fouling 
they would not be recorded on the system. It was proposed that RADCC  would have a 
“blitz” on the issue via social media when schools went back in September.  

 
 
ALL 
 
JW 

13 Airport Report 

No report. 

 

14 RADCC Communications 

35 tweets were sent this month, and there were 5 new followers on Twitter. There were 
144 members on the Google group, 2 new this month, and 8 updates were sent out.   

 

15 
15.1 
 

15.2 
 

15.3 
 
 
 
 

15.4 
 
 

AOCB 

A venue was still to be confirmed for the September meeting; it was hoped that the Bowling 
Club would be available. 

There was concern that Ratho Main Street surface was very poor. The Gogar Station Road 
resurfacing was liked by cyclists. 

People were continuing to park in the disabled space at the library. Also, J Wightman had 
been approached about parking for the flats above the shops in North Street, which was 
difficult at night. She had also heard that there would be 5 new members of staff at Ratho 
Primary School in September and Hazel will provide an estimate of number of spaces 
required. A review of parking requirements can then be discussed.  

J Wightman reported that members were trying hard to revamp EACC, to get all the 
Community Councils working together, to raise their profile across the board and get a 
consistency of approach. 

 
KW 

16 Dates of Future Meetings 

Monday 20th July 2015   Monday 17th August 2015 
Monday 21st September 2015 (venue tbc)   Monday 19th October 2015  
Monday 16th November 2015   Monday 21st December 2015 
 

All meetings will be held in Ratho Community Centre unless otherwise stated. 
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