
Approved Minutes

Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday,  20 July 2015 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, G Low, C Gillan, J Couper, E Gray
In attendance: Cllr B Henderson, PC Asmar, PC McElhinney, L McBurnie, 1 member of public
Apologies: S Bisset, D Hunter, Cllr L Paterson, Cllr N Work, Cllr D Heslop, Cllr A Shields

Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 15th June 2015 were approved with no changes.
Proposed: G Low Seconded: K Watt

3 Matters arising/action points
3.1 (3.2) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing. MH/LH

3.2 (3.3) Funding for Christmas tree lights –Cllr B Henderson suggested that the combined parent 
council & PTA should take this further; J Wightman would put them in touch with Allister McKillop, 
Currie CC who bought lights last year. Ratho Station has its own lights.

JW

3.3 (3.4) Extension to Ratho Primary School – Ongoing. J Wightman had established that there would 
be 5 additional staff.

3.4 (3.5) Review of bus service – see 10 below.

3.5 (3.6) Craigpark Development, mud on road – There was little traffic at the moment, and the 
weather had been fairly dry, but it was still a problem when wet. R Godfree to continue to monitor. RG

3.6 (3.7) Parking at Hillwood Primary School – L Henderson and police were going to look into the 
matter, feedback to be provided after the holidays.

LH

3.7 (3.11) Murray Estates – L McBirnie had a flyer indicating the area that was for sale; the board 
indicates that the Council should be contacted for information.

3.8 (3.12) Scottish Canals (British Waterways) – No update received from G MacDonald regarding 
contact with Andrew Thin. Cllr B Henderson had no further information.

GMacD

3.9 (3.13) Paint colours: new surgery & The Glebe – Mark Keane had suggested inserting a clause in 
the contract that the new surgery building will be repainted every 3 years. A letter had been sent re 
the colour of the houses at The Glebe not being conservation range, and a holding reply received. 
C Gillan to follow up; if no satisfactory reply received, planning management to be contacted. CG

3.10 (3.14) Erection of fence at the Old Gasworks, within conservation area – Nothing had yet 
appeared in planning reports about the unauthorised change of use of the area. C Gillan to follow 
up. 

CG

3.11 (5) Lighting at RBS cashpoint, Newbridge – Cllr Paterson had contacted the lighting department.

3.12 (6) Integrated Joint Care – Nothing received from Cllr R Henderson, still outstanding. RH

3.13 (9.5) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – Nothing received from Cllr R Henderson. RH
3.14 (12) Ratho Station/Newbridge walkabout – Information had been passed to Cllr Paterson.
4 Police Report

In the period since the last meeting, there was one break-in to a garage, and one with intent to a 
garage, both Ratho. There were no serious assaults or robberies; one minor assault in the 
Hillwood area, the person was cautioned and charged. There had been one theft from a car at 
Clifton Cottages, Newbridge. There had been other thefts – from the BP garage, McDonalds and 
the Highland Show – which would not usually form part of the report.
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Operation RAC, a Police Scotland initiative to target housebreakings in Edinburgh, is ongoing, 
using both marked and unmarked vehicles and personnel. There had been a presence of marked 
cars at Hallcroft on Monday 13th July; PC Asmar was unaware of the reason but would investigate 
and report back.
PC Asmar and PC Ally Murdoch had been identified as the officers responsible for Pentland Hills 
Ward. One of them would attend future meetings. PC Asmar to identify officers for Almond Ward.
The member of the public present stated that there were a lot of noisy cars late at night in Baird 
Road. If a nuisance was caused, with parked cars revving engines etc, police should be called on 
101. A registration number, if possible, is helpful. Speeding offences should also be reported. 
Drivers can be given ASBO warnings, and frequent offenders risk losing their cars. 

PC Asmar

PC Asmar

5 Councillors' reports
Cllr B Henderson
The Neighbourhood Environment Programme (NEP’s) had come through that day. The pavements 
at Hillview Cottages and at Main Street (between School Wynd and first vennel) were listed as 
likely to be done.
Grass cutting was acceptable, apart from verges, which were simply not being cut. Cllr B 
Henderson had received numerous complaints. K Watt had received a complaint that the top of 
the village was not been cut when the bottom of the village was, a few weeks ago. On Wilkieston 
Road, where there were field entrances, grass had grown 5/6 ft high. K Watt to forward the 
complaints to Cllr B Henderson.
It had been suggested that the collapsible bollards at Freelands Road only being used if a funeral 
was held at Ratho church was discriminatory. The person concerned would speak to the Session 
Clerk and, if not satisfied, would speak to Cllr B Henderson again. 

KW

6 Chair's report
One item to add to planning report, see 9.16 below.
A meeting had been held with Peter Leslie regarding the canal towpath, see 9.2 below. 
A response was awaited from Michelle Thomson regarding the August RADCC meeting. A 
response was awaited from Elaine McGuire of NHS, regarding whether a full public meeting was 
wanted. The Evening News had sought comments regarding the new surgery and GP provision.

7 Treasurer's report
Since production of the end of year accounts, a cheque for £100 had been paid to Ratho Gala 
committee. There were currently two bank accounts; one had around £300 in it but was not used. 
R Godfree proposed to close that account and move the balance into the main account – agreed.

8 Secretary's report
Any matters of interest had been circulated.

9 Planning
Following discussion of format, frequency etc, it was agreed that a list in the format used this time, 
with live links, split by ward, should be circulated monthly, a week before meetings. G Low 
monitored lists on a regular basis and would highlight any urgent issues between reports. 

KW

9.1 Murray Estates
See 3.7 above.

9.2 Scottish Canals (British Waterways)
A meeting had been held with Peter Leslie. They have obtained part-funding to resurface part of 
the 3.5k of towpath; the first phase would be 1.8k from Ratho to Gogarmuir Bridge subject to its 
being matched from other sources. There would be an application to Sustrans to resurface the 
remainder of the towpath into Edinburgh next year.

9.3 Local Development Plan
Nothing to report.

9.4 Cala Development (Craigpark Quarry)
See 3.13 above.
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9.5 IBG – Development of land north of A8
Nothing to report.

9.6 Cala Development (Glebe)
See 3.9 above.

9.7 Garden District
9.8 Country Park at Craigpark
9.9 Craigpark Playpark
9.10 Flying Scot airport parking, Queen Ann Dr, Ratho Station

Nothing to report 9.7 -9.10

9.11 New surgery
It was hoped that the Evening News article would highlight the need for a dentist but it did not do 
so. The doctor had now returned to work following sick leave. Work would now proceed on 
specifying the new surgery interior, and the Patient Participation Group would be consulted.

9.12 BT broadband boxes
New broadband boxes had to be within 100m of existing boxes, but they are 2ft wide and 
pavements in some places were not wide enough to leave the required 1.28m. Various 
suggestions had been made on alternative sites.

9.13 Proposed Hotel at Eastfield Road
Members had attended a meeting earlier. The developer intended to put a planning application in 
soon; it was not thought there was anything to object to.

9.14 Royal Bank of Scotland 
Their original application in 2002 was for two phases; they completed the first, but the second got 
outline planning permission which they keep extending. There were no objections at present. 

9.15 SESplan (South East Scotland plan)
G Low had attended a meeting. The plan was to provide a strategic overview for 2017-2037, 
looking at housing, transport etc. As part of the process, the Council has prepared a major issues 
report (MIR), flagging up where they want Community Council or public feedback. The report will 
be followed by a consultation period, running from now until September. It covered six local 
authority areas, Edinburgh being the largest. Regarding housing, the need for nearly 42,000 
houses was mentioned, and their assessment was that nearly 70% would need to be affordable. 
Corridor growth was envisaged, in this area primarily on the main transport routes to the west.

9.16 Bonnington Farm Lodge
A licence had been applied for The Lodge, Bonnington Farm to sell pet shop supplies. The 
Community Council had not been consulted as it was not required. It was thought the building was 
residential, but no action could be taken regarding change of use until it was in use. J Wightman to 
follow up.

JW

10 Transport
J Wightman, G Low, K Watt and C Gillan had attended a meeting with Cllr Lesley Hinds and 
others. They had proposed an alternative bus route which the Council would discuss with Lothian 
Buses, and a response was awaited. A report was to go to Transport & Environment Sub-
Committee at the end of August. 
Two bus trackers had been offered for Ratho; it was agreed that the most useful would be on Main 
Street, beside the shops, and at the Bridge Inn. There were bus trackers at Ratho Station, but L 
McBurnie confirmed they were not operational. J Wightman to follow up. JW

11 NHS Provision
Val Godfree was on the Patient Participation  Group (PPG), next meeting Thursday 30th July. 
Following the meeting, there would be flyers/publicity explaining what it is and how to contact it. 
There are 1,750/1,800 dwellings in Ratho, Ratho Station & Newbridge, K Watt to provide list.
The PPG itself would be limited to around 12, but they hoped to create a secondary “layer” of a 
wider group of people with an interest. There were representatives from both Ratho Station and 
Newbridge on the PPG. J Wightman hoped the group may be able to tie in with the Pentland 

KW
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Neighbourhood Health Sub-Group's work on dementia and Parkinsons this year.
K Watt to check if the legal agreement between the developer and the NHS has been signed. KW

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships
J Wightman attended the Almond business meeting; it differed from Pentland in that reports from 
fire service and police go to the business meeting rather than the safety sub-group. All 3 
councillors were there.
She also attended an Edinburgh Partnership meeting about co-operation and co-production 
including the empowerment bill, and transfer of assets and operations to the community. She 
attended a workshop about the Edinburgh Guarantee, trying to get young people not in education 
or training into work. She hoped it would be possible to get local businesses to commit, but was 
disappointed at the meeting regarding the hotel that day (see 9.13), where they said it was too 
early to talk about operational matters. People from this area could only get to the hotel by car, so 
local potential employees were being ignored.
The walkabout in Ratho took place on 29th June. More parking space for school employees was 
mentioned, and suggestions made, eg the area beyond the lockups, which would also provide 
additional parking for the flats in North Street. Communal bins in North Street beside the shops 
were working well, although there were still problems in other areas. 
Requests for repairs to Main Street road surface had again been made, without success. Cllr B 
Henderson noted that a new system was to be introduced next year, allowing for 4 times as much 
road to be resurfaced for the same price. Long Dalmahoy Road repairs were out for procurement.
J Wightman would continue to try to arrange a walkabout for Newbridge, but trying to find 
someone to participate, ideally a council tenant, was not easy. JW

13 Airport Report
No report.

14 RADCC Communications
There had been 37 tweets/retweets, and 4 new followers. There were now 145 people on 
Googlegroup. 8 updates had been circulated.

15 AOCB
L McBurnie reported that Ratho Station residents would like to have a village hall. There had been 
a meeting with the Council and representatives from Edinburgh CVO and the Business Gateway. 
A questionnaire would be circulated and completed door to door. Costings had not yet been done, 
and it would clearly have to be self-funding, but she asked for the backing of RADCC. There was 
an obvious site, where the original pavilion was, next to the playing field. The  proposal was 
supported in principle and assistance with budgeting offered, if required.
A member of public asked about bus stops on Freelands Road. Cllr B Henderson confirmed this 
had been discussed many times, and there simply were not appropriate spaces for stops on 
Freelands Road. The Community Council had sought clarification from Cllr Lesley Hinds that, 
beyond Ratho Station, it was a rural route and buses could be hailed anywhere; however, some 
drivers were clearly not stopping. Any revised bus route would have to include Ratho Station.
There was a local community plan covering Pentlands NP, and would be a similar one for Almond 
NP. Funds were available for a survey to ascertain residents’ priorities. J Wightman asked RADCC 
members to consider whether this was something they wished to do. It could be a one- or two- 
topic survey, or much wider, whatever was felt appropriate. All to consider for next meeting. ALL

16 Dates of Future Meetings
Monday 17th August 2015 Monday 21st September 2015 (venue tbc)
Monday 19th October 2015 Monday 16th November 2015
Monday 21st December 2015
All meetings held in Ratho Community Centre unless otherwise stated.
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