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Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday,  17th August 2015 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 
 

Present:  J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, S Bisset, R Godfree, C Gillan, E Gray 
 

In attendance:  M Thomson MP, G MacDonald MSP, Cllr N Work, Cllr B Henderson, L Henderson, 5 
members of public 

 

Apologies: Cllr L Paterson, Cllr D Heslop, Cllr R Henderson, J Couper, D Hunter 

  Action 

1 Apologies 

As above. 

 

2 Introduction 

The Chairman reminded everyone that Community Council meetings are non-political. The first 

part of the meeting would be as normal, followed by reports from elected members, followed by a 

presentation and discussion on the SESplan. The remainder of the agenda would be dealt with if 

time allowed. 

 

3 Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of meeting of 20th July 2015 were approved, subject to the following amendment: 

- add S Bisset to list of Apologies. 

Proposed: R Godfree   Seconded: K Watt 

 

 

EG 

3 Matters arising/action points 

The Chairman proposed to deal only with selected matters arising/action points as follows. 

 

3.1 (3.5) Craigpark Development, mud on road – The Council had today begun cleaning the sides of 

the road, removing vegetation, and the work was expected to take around one week. Two 

cleansing lorries were in use. 

 

3.2 (3.8) Scottish Canals (British Waterways) – G MacDonald had spoken to Andrew Thin and Steve 

Dunlop, and confirmed the Chair's report that half the money had been found for resurfacing the 

towpath between Ratho and the bridge by Ratho Park Golf Club, and they were confident of 

getting the balance. There would be an application for funding for the remainder of the towpath 

next year. 

 

3.3 (3.10) Erection of fence at the Old Gasworks, within Conservation Area – An interim response 

had been received from enforcement, stating that they had finally heard from the owner, who was 

going to take planning advice. To be followed up. 

 

JW 

3.4 (10) Transport – Following the meeting with Lesley Hinds in June, when alternative routes were 

proposed, the Community Council (CC) was to receive notes of the meeting and a response from 

Lothian Buses, but there had been no feedback, in spite of a reminder to Cllr Hinds. G 

MacDonald had written to the Business Manager of Lothian Buses who was responsible for 

scheduling, but had not yet received a reply. He would pass on any response. 

 

 

 

 

GM 

3.5 (11) NHS provision – Legal documents had not yet been signed for the new Surgery, partly due to 

the NHS solicitor being on holiday, but there was also a question of who was paying for certain 

design features. At the request of the NHS, there will be a public meeting on 16th September, at 

7.30pm, in Ratho school gym hall. The meeting will be publicised as widely as possible. The 

weekly update of the position regarding doctor availability was received the previous day and 

circulated via the Googlegroup and Facebook. G MacDonald had been informed that Dr Simpson 

was doing 3.5 days per week from now on. Nothing more was known regarding the appointment 

of a new permanent GP. The Patient Participation Group is in place, and by the end of the next 

week, leaflets about the group should be available for distribution. There would soon be a page 
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on the NHS website for Ratho Surgery. 

4 Police Report 

No police were present to give a report. 

 

 

5 Elected members' reports 

Michelle Thomson MP  

She had been meeting all the Community Councils while parliament was in recess. Generally, 

Monday-Thursday was spent at Westminster, leaving Fridays and Saturdays for work with 

constituents, and family time on Sundays. Westminster was rather like a “circus in a museum”, 

with some quaint and roundabout customs and procedures. Since 8th May, she had received 

5,211 emails from people wishing to make observations, express opinions and ask for help. The 

two topics most often mentioned were immigration and welfare, but she also had enquiries about 

local issues. She now had staff and hoped to set up a permanent constituency office in St John's 

Road in Corstorphine. She had been appointed Shadow Minister for Business, Innovation & 

Skills, and sits on the Business, Innovation & Skills Select Committee, and was keen to be 

involved with businesses in the community.  
 

Ms Thomson had a business background, running her own property business since 2009, and 

previously held senior roles in financial services, particularly dealing with change management. 

She had a customer service focus, which she hoped would serve her well in dealing with 

constituents. She understood that broadband connectivity had been a concern. She had met with 

the head of BT in Scotland, the chief executive of Commsworld and with Digital Scotland and 

requested detailed status updates, which she would pass on via her Facebook page and Twitter 

feed, and soon on her website.   
 

Gordon MacDonald MSP 

Most issues he had been dealing with were on the agenda, ie buses, the GP surgery, and 

SESplan. His constituency office was shortly having to relocate, due to demolition; after 19th 

September, he would no longer be available at the current number. His new contact number 

would be circulated whenever known. 
 

Cllr Norman Work 

There was nothing new to report from Ratho Station/Newbridge, other than development at the 

airport and ongoing concerns regarding planning.  
 

Cllr Bill Henderson 

Upgrade to Craigpark Playpark was going to the next Transport & Environment Committee 

meeting on 25th August, with 3 or 4 different suggested designs. Papers would be available in the 

week before the meeting. He had received mixed views on Living Landscapes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 Planning  

 SESplan (South East Scotland Plan) 

G Low gave a presentation on the Strategic Development plan, which was well received and 

stimulated some discussion. See Appendix A for highlights. The Community Council is keen that 

as many people as possible find out more about the plan and give their feedback, either directly 

or via the CC.  

 

10 Dates of Future Meetings 

Monday 21st September 2015 (at Ratho Bowling Club) Monday 19th October 2015 

Monday 16th November 2015 Monday 21st December 2015 

All meetings held in Ratho Community Centre unless otherwise stated. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

SESplan is the Strategic Development Planning Authority for Edinburgh and South East Scotland. The aim is to 

produce a Strategic Plan dealing with cross-boundary planning issues and set out a long-term vision for the region 

in the 20-year period 2017-2037. The Strategic Plan is then used to inform Local Development Plans produced by 

the six authorities in the region.  

 

The first stage towards production of this Strategic Plan is the Main Issues Report (MIR), which is a consultation 

document. This is where we are now. The consultation period is 21st July - 30th September 2015. The MIR 

highlights the key challenges facing the region, presents a series of planning issues and offers options for how to 

address them.  

 

The report contains 27 questions to be answered in total, covering the following range of topics: 

The vision Town centres 

Economic growth Strategic green networks 

Housing needs Transport policy 

Affordable housing Regional walking & cycling network 

Significant business clusters Infrastructure 

Visitor economy Land supply 

Resource extraction Climate change 

Onshore & offshore wind Environmental assessment 

Waste  

 

Each question lays out different options and asks the respondent which, if any, they agree with. The full report 

and a shorter, “easy read” version, are available on the SESplan website, www.sesplan.gov.uk, where 

responses can be submitted through their consultation portal. 

 

The expected timetable for the Strategic Plan is as follows: 

- Summer 2015: publication and consultation of MIR 

- Autumn 2015: analysis of consultation responses 

- Summer 2016: publication of proposed Plan & supporting documents – period for representations 

- Autumn 2016: analysis of representations 

- Spring 2017: submission of proposed Plan & supporting documents and representations to Scottish ministers 

- Winter 2017: examination of proposed Plan 

- Summer 2018: approval of Plan 

 

A series of public consultation events is being held – see the website, www.sesplan.gov.uk, for details. The 

nearest to Ratho is on Monday 7th September, 6.00-8.00pm at Gibson Craig Hall, Currie. 

 

Individuals can respond to the MIR directly, as outlined above, but Ratho & District Community Council are very 

keen to know people's thoughts, and would welcome any feedback and views before submitting a response. 

 

SESplan contact details: 

SESplan Email: contactus@sesplan.gov.uk 

Civic Centre Phone: 01506 282883 

Howden Road South Website: www.sesplan.gov.uk 

LIVINGSTON 

EH54 6FF 
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