
Approved minutes

Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 21 September 2015 at 7.15pm in Ratho Bowling Club, Ratho

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, C Gillan, J Couper, Dee Hunter
In attendance: Cllrs B Henderson,  L Paterson, A Shields, A Fraser, PC J Loosemore, PC A Braid ,  2 

members of public
Apologies: Lucy Henderson, S Bissett, R Godfree, E Gray, M Harle, Cllr D Heslop, 

J Wightman welcomed Aileen Fraser, representing the Patient Participation Group to the 
Community Council.

Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 17th August were approved with no changes.
Proposed: C Gillan Seconded: G Low  

3 Matters arising/action points (continued from July and August)
3.1 Craigpark Development, mud on road – R Godfree to continue to monitor. RG

3.2 Scottish Canals (British Waterways) – G MacDonald had spoken to Andrew Thin and Steve 
Dunlop, and confirmed the Chair's report that half the money had been found for resurfacing the 
towpath between Ratho and the bridge by Ratho Park Golf Club, and they were confident of 
getting the balance. There would be an application for funding for the remainder of the towpath 
next year.

GM

3.3 Erection of fence at the Old Gasworks, within Conservation Area –An application for Planning 
Permission in Principle for a house had been lodged.   As this is within the Conservation Area 
and will impact on the area the Community Council will seek to have planning conditions specified 
at this stage, if the Council is minded to grant.  In the meanwhile as the fence conservation area 
regulations C Gillan to pursue with Enforcement and to copy in N Jamieson, Planning Manager.

CG

3.4 Transport – See also Item 10 below.  G MacDonald had written to the Business Manager of 
Lothian Buses who was responsible for scheduling, but had not yet received a reply. He would 
pass on any response.

GM

3.5 Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing. MH/LH

3.6 Funding for Christmas tree lights – Cllr B Henderson reminded the CC that there was not a great 
deal of time to arrange for the installation of lights, which had been suggested by the school.  The 
combined parent council & PTA previously had suggested holding a fundraiser; J Wightman 
would put them in touch with Alistair McKillop, Currie CC who got funding last year.  A Fraser 
suggested that the community should be asked for donations and a volunteer qualified electrician 
could install the lights when the CEC had supplied the power source.  She would check previous 
comments on the Village Community Facebook for community participation.

JW

AF/JW

3.7 Parking at Hillwood Primary School – L Henderson and police were going to look into the matter, 
feedback to be provided after the holidays.

LH

3.8 Murray Estates See 9.1
3.9 Paint colours: new surgery & The Glebe – Planning Enforcement had responded that the colours 

were not unacceptable within the Conservation Area.   However, the boundary fencing at the rear 
of the buildings was deemed not to respect the proximity of the Old Manse (listed building) in 
contravention of the planning brief.   C Gillan to pursue.

CG

3.10 Lighting at RBS cashpoint, Newbridge – Cllr Paterson had had been informed that a floodlight 
would be installed to cover the cashpoint.

LP

3.11 Integrated joint care – CEC has requested the public’s views via their website.   No information 
has been received how this may affect Ratho surgery with a catchment in 2 Joint Care areas.   It 
was stated that the current proposal would not work, and this would be considered at the next 
meeting.

RH

3.12 Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – Nothing received from Cllr R Henderson. RH
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3.13 Ratho Station/Newbridge walkabout – No interested residents had volunteered for this so it 
should be postponed till M Harle was available

(MH)

3.14 Survey - At our July meeting members were asked to consider whether they wished to access 
Pentland NP funds to ascertain residents’ priorities.  It could be a one- or- two- topic survey.

ALL

4 Police Report:  (The report for Ratho Area included Balerno)
In the period since the last meeting the following were reported:

Ratho Station/Newbridge Ratho/Balerno
Reported violent crimes 6  (2 arrests) 3 (1 arrest)
Reported anti-social crimes 3 10
Reported housebreakings 2 3
Drug dealing and use 1 (1 arrest)

Enquiries are on-going except where indicated
A Fraser had previously asked for crime statistics, but no response had ever been received.  J 
Wightman to find out what stats are available and how to access these.

JW

5 Councillors' reports
Cllr B Henderson:  There had been another crash at Dalmahoy Junction.  He hopes that 
Transport & Environment Committee will consider a source of funding for the traffic lights at its 
next meeting.  He issued a reminder about the need to expedite the installation of the Christmas 
tree lights (see 3.7)
Cllr A Shields:   Ratho Station Residents Association had requested from the Neighbourhood 
Partnership the relocation of the noticeboard and seating near the co-op, and footpath 
improvements.   The bus trackers at Ratho Station were still not fully operational though it was 
noted that the information is available online so there should be no impediment to the display. 
This to be pursued.
Cllr L Paterson had queried why A8 verge maintenance was carried out at peak times, causing 
huge delays, and was told it was done during day time.   She is to be meeting S Hutt of Royal 
Highland Showground about the proposed developments.

AS

6 Chair's report
All matters are covered elsewhere in the minutes. 

7 Treasurer's report
R Godfree had confirmed to J Wightman that the 2nd bank account had been closed.
The Annual Grant from CEC had been received, but was less than expected. The additional sums 
due had been confirmed and would be received in due course.

8 Secretary's report
Any matters of interest had been circulated by email.

9 Planning
9.1 Murray Estates

It was confirmed that an area of the park in Ratho Station was for sale and residents had heard 
that developers had bought/taken an option on 3 fields.

9.2 Scottish Canals (British Waterways)
Nothing to report.

9.3 Local Development Plan
Work is ongoing by the Scottish Government Reporter who has requested further information 
from CEC, Scottish Government (as trunk road authority), SEPA and Development Sector.  There 
is potentially a need for a hearing in mid-November.

9.4 Cala Development (Craigpark Quarry)
9.5 IBG – Development of land north of A8

Nothing to report 9.4, 9.5
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9.6 Cala Development (Glebe)
See 3.11 in relation to fencing.

9.7 Garden District:  Presentation by Robin Holder (RH) of Holder Planning.
The proposed area is east of Millburn Tower, and north of Queen Street – Edinburgh Railway, 
with access off Gogar Station Road. RH reminded members of the planning history of the Garden 
District but stated they were not at present promoting the original plan and hoped that granting 
this application (PPP for 1000 – 1500 mostly family homes) would replace 3 contentious sites in 
the LDP.  The application would be submitted within a few days for a series of phased 
development blocks, some of which may be developed in parallel over the next 10 years.  The 
site is near to Edinburgh Park (via 2 pedestrian/cycle underpasses under the City Bypass) with 
good public transport links.   It is proposed that this will be as self-sustaining as possible.  A two 
stream primary school and local shops are proposed and lots of greenspace will be incorporated. 
There is a potential for flooding but it is proposed to relocate the Gogar Burn through the centre of 
the site, with tree planting.
In response to questions RH stated that the development would be mainly 1 – 5 bed family 
homes with gardens.  Affordable housing would be in groups throughout the site, not “pepper-
potting” as this was preferred by housing associations.

9.8 Country Park at Craigpark
Nothing to report.

9.9 Craigpark Playpark
Work is scheduled to start on October 12th.  A plan has been pasted on the Community Council 
noticeboard.   Further funding needs to be sourced for play equipment.

9.10 Flying Scot airport parking, Queen Ann Dr, Ratho Station
The Local Review Body granted Planning Permission for a period of two years only.

9.11 New surgery
Nothing to report.

9.12 BT broadband boxes
Permission had been granted for the cabinet in Freelands Road and an application lodged for one 
to be sited in the park at Ratho Park Road, as previous proposals had been unacceptable to 
Roads.

9.13 Proposed Hotel at Eastfield Road
Nothing to report.

9.14 Royal Bank of Scotland 
An application had been lodged for exterior repairs to the lime mortar on Gogarburn House.

9.15 SESplan (South East Scotland plan)
Following feedback from the previous meeting G Low had submitted our responses and 
comments on the options.

9.16 Bonnington Farm pet shop supplies.
There is no further information though concern has been expressed that they are selling puppies 
from the premises. JW

9.17 Hotel and Offices at Fairview Mill
G Low and K Watt had attended a Public Exhibition in connection with the proposal which would 
be lodged as Planning Permission in Principle within the next few months.  This site is the only 
area not owned by the Airport, the Royal Highland Showground or an IBG consortium.  The mill 
owners are currently looking for an alternative site.

10 Transport
It was proposed to discuss the bus service and the council’s response at the next meeting.
Two bus trackers had been offered for Ratho; it was agreed that the most useful would be on 
Main Street, beside the shops, and at the Bridge Inn. 
The bus trackers at Ratho Station are not fully operational. A Shields to follow up. AS

11 NHS Provision
At the public meeting on 16th September NHS staff gave an update from the previous meeting 
and answered questions from residents. 
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12 Neighbourhood Partnerships
There will be a Walkabout on Tuesday 29th with Officers from South West Neighbourhood Office. 
Any issues to be raised should be sent to K Watt by Friday 25th.   Overhanging hedges in North 
Street.
There is a Pentland Funding Panel on 14th October.

ALL

13 Airport Report
K Watt had attended the Airport Consultative Committee in early August.  The main issues were 
the new flight path causing noise over West Lothian and the extremely long queues for security 
which had been documented in the media.   A small working subgroup agreed to meet the Chief 
Executive to work on solutions for this problem and suggest solutions. 
If residents or communities have issues with flight noise they should contact the Airport as the 
movements of aircraft on the new path are being monitored and the Airport will report back to the 
CAA at the end of the year. 

14 RADCC Communications
In the two months since this was last reported there have been 62 Tweets and Retweets, 9 new 
members have joined the Google Group and there have been 7 updates.   Topical updates have 
also been posted on the Village Community Facebook page.

15 AOCB
We had received a request to make a joint donation with Ratho Scouts for stackable storage 
containers for the food bank run by Rev Wells and which was housed in the old session house.  It 
was suggested that these were necessary as the session house suffered from dampness. 
Concern was expressed that there therefore were hygiene issues. It was agreed that members 
required a better understanding of how the food bank was managed before taking any decision. 
J Wightman would provide further information at the next meeting.

JW

16 Dates of Future Meetings
Monday 19th October 2015
Monday 16th November 2015
December meeting:  date and venue to be confirmed
All meetings held in Ratho Community Centre unless otherwise stated.
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