
Ratho & District Community Council 

Barratt David Wilson Homes (Scotland East) - Application Number: 15/05224/PPP 

Application for planning permission in principle for approximately 150 residential dwellings and 
associated works on land located 164 metres south of Freelands Farm, Freelands Road, 
Ratho, Newbridge, Edinburgh. 

Representations – for or against the application – must be submitted by 30th December 2015 
to the Head of Planning and Building Standards, Services for Communities, FAO Eileen 
McCormack (Case Officer), Department of Planning, Waverley Court Level C5, 4 East Market 
Street, Edinburgh, EH8 8BG or by using the Planning Portal https://citydev-
portal.Edinburgh.gov.uk/idoxpa-web. 

In submitting comments you must include your name and address, the date, the above 
reference number of the application (15/05224/PPP), the address of the site (land 164 metres 
south of Freelands Farm, Freelands Road, Ratho). NB each member of a household can 
comment separately.   You must state at the beginning if you object to the proposal. 

Objections – here are the main issues of concern identified by the Ratho & District Community 
Council: 

1. The Site 

 The proposal is contrary to the provisions of the Rural West Edinburgh Local Plan, the 
existing Local Development Plan and the proposed Second Local Development Plan; 

 The site is located in the Edinburgh Green Belt where policy E5 of the Rural West 
Edinburgh Local Plan opposes development; 

 The field in question comprises mostly prime agricultural land which is protected by 
policy E7 of the Rural West Edinburgh Local Plan as an important natural resource for 
food production.  

2. Transportation 

 The primary road and footpath networks in and around Ratho are already inadequate.  

 There seem, in the developer submissions, to be several misunderstandings of the 
location of the village within the wider area.  For example there is no station at Ratho 
Station; Ratho Village lies 1 – 2 miles distant from strategic arterial routes; footpaths 
to the A8 and A71 are unlit or partially unlit, and in particular the route to Ratho Station 
is served by a narrow pavement on a particularly dangerous corner or alternatively on 
a path through the unlit Old Norton Quarry. 

 The proposal is in direct contradiction of TRA1 of the Rural West Edinburgh Local Plan.   
The site is located some considerable walking distance from existing village services 
including bus stops and public transport provision and does not comply with the 
Council’s bus friendly distance of 300 metres.  It therefore fails to encourage use of 
public transport as an alternative to the car. 

 No detail is given about arrangements (if any) to access the canal towpath for cycling 
and walking.   Any access over the proposed steep area near canal would be extremely 
hazardous, but the alternative of access via Freelands Way adds considerably to the 
distance. 

 Freelands Road is, for the most part, narrow, winding and substandard (subject to 
surface water flooding) and is unsafe for pedestrians and cyclists and includes a 
narrow low railway bridge. 

 Traffic flow on Ratho Main Street/Baird Road (which are residential streets) and on the 
listed bridge over the Union Canal is congested during peak hours.   Pedestrian 
facilities over the bridge are restricted and potentially unsafe.   This bridge, in view of 
its state of fragility has a weight limit restriction and has been controlled by traffic lights 
since 1982. 

 The Transport Assessment was flawed in a number of issues including traffic surveys 
taken during relatively clement weather when parents walk with children to school and 
failing to take into account the afternoon periods when parents collect children from 
school. 

3. Infrastructure/  see over…. 

https://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/idoxpa-web
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3. Infrastructure 

 Public services at Ratho are already inadequate and further major residential 
development in the village would exacerbate this situation. 

 Only limited capacity is currently available in the Ratho pre-school nursery. 

 The Ratho bus service is poor and linkage to Edinburgh by public transport is 
considered unsatisfactory by current residents. 

 Shopping facilities in Ratho are very limited and are located some considerable 
distance from the site. 

4. Village Amenity  

 Some 250 houses (originally proposed in the Rural West Edinburgh Local Plan as 180) 
have already been approved to be built in Ratho (150 built to date) and construction 
will continue in the village for the next few years.  

 Ratho has a distinct identity as a historic village in a rural setting and the proposed 
development would form a significant eastwards extension of the village, enlarging it 
and removing part of the rural setting and tending to contiguity with Edinburgh City.  

 
To enable us to finalise the RDCC comments on this application we would appreciate your views 
and they can be sent to either planning@radcc.org or info@radcc.org or placed in our comments 
box in the Ratho Library. 

 

Please let the Planning Department know your views. 
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