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Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 16 November 2015 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 
 

Present:  J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, S Bissett, R Godfree, M Harle, A Fraser,  
In attendance:  Cllr N Work, L Henderson, PC A Murdoch, Cllr B Henderson, Cllr A Shields, Cllr R 

Henderson 
Apologies: G Low, C Gillan, D Hunter, J Couper, Cllr Paterson, Cllr Heslop 
 

  Action 

1 Apologies 

As above. 
 

2 Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of meeting of 19th October were approved. 
Proposed: S Bissett Seconded: A Fraser 

 

3 Matters arising/action points (continued from July and August)  

3.1 (3.1) Craigpark Development, mud on road – There had been an exchange of emails 10 days 
previously, prompted by wet weather starting. Cala have no form of wheel wash. Highways 
Department to send someone to investigate and an update is awaited. 

RG 

3.2 (3.3) Erection of fence at Old Gasworks, within Conservation Area – Nothing further to report. CG 

3.3 (3.4 & 10) Transport – Gordon Macdonald not present. GM 

3.4 (3.5) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – Ongoing. MH/LH 

3.5 (3.6) Funding for Christmas tree lights – Dealt with separately, see item 6 below.  

3.6 (3.7) Parking at Hillwood Primary School – Nothing further to report. KW/LH 

3.7 (3.8) The Glebe, boundary fencing – Nothing further to report. CG 

3.8 (3.9) Lighting at RBS cashpoint, Newbridge – Still outstanding. LP 

3.9 (3.10) Integrated joint care – Nothing further to report.  

3.10 (3.11) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – Transport Department believes that the 
£100,000 given by Cala is only about a quarter of the cost, and there were no capital funds 
identified to complete the project. Cllr R Henderson suggested meeting with transport officials; he 
was happy to take the lead, with Cllr B Henderson supporting, and would suggest meeting in 
Ratho in order for RADCC to have an input.  

RH/BH 

3.11 (3.12) Ratho Station/Newbridge walkabout – M Harle now able to participate in a walkabout, but 
nothing yet organised. 

MH 

3.12 (3.14) Bus trackers – Cllr Shields had not had an update on Ratho Station, but South Queensferry 
and Kirkliston had now been fixed. He would continue to press the Transport Department for 
action.  

AS 

3.13 (3.15) Bonnington Farm pet shop supplies – Members had heard that puppies were being sold. 
The concern was whether there had been permission for change of use from residential to trading 
– ongoing. 

JW 

4 Police Report:  
J Wightman had made a formal complaint to the Pentland Safety sub group regarding the 
withdrawal of printed reports. This was already being followed up by Cllr E Aitken 

PC Murdoch reported the following: 

A break-in at Hillwood School grounds and shed, reported as housebreaking. A suspect was 
found, but the janitor could not provide positive identification.  

Two instances of assault: one at Snoozebox Hotel, Ingliston, the other a neighbour dispute. 

There had recently been a Road Safety Week, but PC Murdoch was not aware whether any 
activities had been carried out in this area. 

Thefts at the BP garage at Newbridge, and at Clifton industrial estate, where a parcel company's 
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trailers were broken into. 

No reported hate crimes in the area. 

One crime of vandalism reported at the marina. K Watt reported that there had been substantial 
anti-social behaviour at the canal basin on a number of nights at the end of October, causing 
concern and anxiety to residents. PC Murdoch was asked to investigate further and report back.  

Incident during the Bridge Inn fireworks.  

A fire at Roddinglaw Farm.  

Chief Inspector Dolan was moving to Livingston; Chris Scobie would be Acting Chief Inspector.  

5 Elected members' reports 
Except for planning/public consultation matters (see under Planning below), the only issue 
mentioned, by Cllr B Henderson, was that pavement repairs at Hillview Cottages would shortly be 
carried out, with funding provided by the Neighbourhood Partnership. 

 
 
 

6 Chair's report 
J Wightman had spent most of the month as Acting Secretary at Edinburgh Association of 
Community Councils (EACC), which had demanded a lot of her time. 

Thanks were expressed to K Watt and especially A Fraser for their determined fundraising for 
Christmas lights, and to Matt Tildesley for starting it off. There was £1,039 in Justgiving, £200 had 
been taken at the fireworks collection (which the Bridge Inn have pledged to double), and A Fraser 
had organised prizes for a raffle from local businesses, and sold a large number of tickets, with 
more still to come. As a result of raising more than the original target of £750, more lights have 
been purchased than originally intended, costing around £870. K Watt was meeting with Cala and 
Phoenix Lighting this week to establish the cost of professional installation.  

It was extremely encouraging that local people had got so involved and made such generous 
contributions, the project had generated a very positive feeling. Money would be needed in future 
years for repairs and maintenance of the lights. The Community Council agreed to make a 
donation of at least £100, final amount to be decided at the December meeting. 

 

7 Treasurer's report 
Affiliation fee to the Cockburn Society been paid. 

Invoice for the Christmas lights, £829.92, was approved for payment. 

 

8 Secretary's report 
There had been three items of correspondence: 
(a)  PAN for Flying Scot Lowcost Airport Parking at Queen Anne Drive (see item 9.2 below) 

(b)  K Watt had written to West Neighbourhood Office, regarding Harvest Road, principally re the 
stretch between Piggery Bends and Norton Hotel entrance. The width, lack of signage and road 
markings caused accidents, particularly with buses. A roads engineer is to examine the road in 
light of these comments.  

(c) K Watt had asked the Scottish Government Reporter about advice received previously 
regarding the ability to correct factual inaccuracies in submissions from, for example, developers. 
She was advised that it is up to the Reporter to decide whether to take such supplementary 
information into consideration, so errors should always be notified in future.  

Other items had been circulated to members by email. 

 

9 Planning  

9.1 Murray Estates 
The PAN from developers Taylor Wimpey was on the same site as the original from Murray 
Estates in 2009, but gives little detail. The exhibition is on 25th November at Hillwood Primary 
School, 2.00-8.00pm. Representatives of Taylor Wimpey have agreed to attend a separate 
meeting at 6.30pm before the next RADCC meeting at 7.15pm on Monday 14th December  to 
meet the RADCC and the Ratho Station Residents Association committee. The meeting will 
be at Hillwood Primary, and Ratho Station residents are encouraged to attend. 

 

9.2 Flying Scot Lowcost Airport Parking 
The exhibition relating to this PAN is on 1st December at Hillwood Primary, 2.00-7.00pm. The area 
concerned was adjacent to other low cost parking site, which was given a permanent site for two 
years only; the discussion then revolved around air quality, although RADCC's concerns were 
more about additional traffic through Ratho Station. The original site was under an acre, this new 
site is 2.4 hectares, so concern would again be volume of traffic. K Watt to keep an eye on this 
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and ask councillors to look at it again once the lights at Newbridge were again operational. M 
Harle and S Bissett to attend the meeting and investigate how cars would be advised to access 
the site.  

MH/SB 

9.3 Scottish Canals (British Waterways)  

9.4 Local Development Plan 
9.3 and 9.4 nothing to report. 

 

9.5 Cala Development (Craigpark Quarry) 
3 houses now sold. The show houses are for Kinleith Mill, in addition to Craigpark and the Glebe. 

 

9.6 IBG – Development of land north of A8 
Timescales have slipped, as there has been no application for either east or west areas. 

 

9.7 Cala Development (Glebe) 
Re fencing, the case is closed as it was in their application. 

 

9.8 Garden District 
A plan has been submitted for the north section. 

 

9.9 Country Park at Craigpark 
This will not be completed until 2019, on the basis of 25 houses being completed each year and 
work not starting on the country park until building is completed. 

 

9.10 Craigpark Playpark 
It was not clear whether work was completed.  

 

9.11 New surgery 
The legal agreement with NHS is still not signed. A building warrant for work was lodged at end 
September, but there are no details. A Fraser reported that the interior was under discussion, but 
she hoped for more information at the Patient Participation Group (PPG) meeting on Wednesday.  

The PPG have now managed to get leaflets and posters out and displayed in various places 
throughout Ratho and Ratho Station, and M Harle took one for the noticeboard at Newbridge. 

There were no suitable candidates for the post of Practice Nurse, so it would be re-advertised.  

The weblink requested should be set up by the beginning of December. Once in place, it will be 
used to provide as much information as possible, including local support groups etc.  

 

9.12 BT broadband boxes  

9.13 Proposed Hotel at Eastfield Road  

9.14 Royal Bank of Scotland   

9.15 SESplan (South East Scotland plan) 
9.12, 9.13, 9.14 and 9.15 nothing to report. 

 

9.16 Bonnington Farm pet shop supplies 
See item 3.13 

 

9.17 Hotel and Offices at Fairview Mill  

9.18 Freeland Developments (Old Manse) 
9.17 and 9.18 nothing to report. 

 

9.19 Bonnington 
Bonnington village straddles a private road to Bonnington House and Jupiter Artland. R Godfree 
had attended a meeting between the owner of the road, Alistair Robertston and R Wilson, owner of 
Bonnington House. They were minded to look for alternative access by re-opening the old 
bridleway from Jupiter Artland north to Clifton Road. All parties were in agreement, and R Godfree 
suggested that RADCC might support their plans. However, RADCC must remain impartial, as 
there may be objections from residents of cottages on Clifton Road. In previous summers, there 
was temporary AA signage for Jupiter Artland. This year, through VisitScotland, permanent brown 
signage was installed in West Lothian; however, Edinburgh Council's Highways Department 
refused to do so. RADCC would support permanent brown signage on the grounds that there were 
insufficient visitor numbers.   Visitor numbers have greatly increased this year. 

 

10 Transport 
Following the public meeting with Cllr Leslie Hinds, the RADCC have been in correspondence with 
Cllr Hinds and her assistants regarding the points raised at the meeting, with minimal success. We 
subsequently had a further meeting with them and alternative routes were proposed. These, 
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together with our outstanding points, were dismissed and we were also referred to the report to the 
Transport & Environment Committee presented on 27 October 2015. An extract is attached below, 
but in summary it states that there is no justification for any additional subsidy for the route to 
Ratho. It does say that discussions continue – we will continue to pursue these! 
Extract from report to meeting of the Transport and Environment Committee: 
“At its meeting on 18 March 2014, following a report on Subsidised Bus Services – Ratho Village 
and Dumbiedykes, Committee agreed ‘that the Acting Director of Services for Communities report 
back once the new contract has been in place for six months to consider the need for a public 
transport link to the city centre and a future link to the Edinburgh International Climbing Arena’. 
Discussions have taken place, and are continuing, with Community Council representatives, to 
identify an optimum service for Ratho which can be provided for the same or a lower price than the 
current service. When there are budgetary pressures which may affect services in some areas, it 
is difficult to justify expanding them elsewhere, unless there is an overwhelming case for doing so. 
It is considered that financing a direct bus service from Ratho to the city centre, and a future link to 
the Edinburgh International Climbing Arena, is not such a case.” 

11 NHS Provision 
See item 9.11 

 
 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships 
The AGM of EACC was in two weeks' time. Three EACC office bearers had met with Andrew Kerr, 
the new Chief Executive. J Wightman hoped that EACC would continue, as community councils 
working together should be able to achieve more.  

She had also attended the Pentland Safety sub-group; vandalism at the marina was discussed, as 
was the problem of dog fouling on the canal path, although the Environmental Warden was now 
working with the Canal Ranger. 

K Watt attended an Environment and Transport Action Group; Stuartt Lowrie, who deals with 
supported bus services, updated members on bus services. See item 10 above for more detail.  

Cllr Work was now convenor of Almond NP, and he noted that the Transport sub-group was being 
started up again with Grant Sangster chairing. He suggested that it may be another avenue to 
raise issues regarding buses. 

 
 
 
 

13 Airport Report 
There had been a meeting that day. M Harle had queried the gap in the walkway roof from the 
airport terminal to the tram; it would be filled in due course, but vehicular access had to be 
maintained.  

The airport distributes around £200,000 annually to the community, starting in January. There are 
usually around 60 applications at each meeting, about half of which are approved. Repeat 
applications are accepted, and items such as gala days receive a set amount. L Henderson to 
clarify. 

M Harle reported that the 5-year plan for the airport will be under review next year. He asked if the 
RADCC was formally advised of trials for a new flight path on 28th October; no formal notification 
had been received, but the matter was discussed at the June meeting. Public reaction to the trials 
on Facebook was very mixed. 

 
 
 
 
 
LH 

14 RADCC Communications 
41 tweets/retweets, with 11 new followers. 2 Googlegroup updates were sent out, no new 
subscribers. Posts have been made as appropriate on the Village Community Facebook site. 

 

15 AOCB 
A Fraser queried the lack of appropriate disabled access onto the canal path. K Watt to raise with 
the Scottish Canals.  

A resident had suggested that RADCC take the lead in compiling a leaflet or similar to welcome 
new residents to the village. For further discussion at next meeting.  

The RADCC had been asked for advice by Veolia who manage the sewerage works in Ratho 
Station with regard to their entrance at Lochend Road; they are concerned that lorries coming out 
could be a danger to walkers/joggers. G Low to follow up. 

 
KW 
 
 
 
 
 
GL 
 

16 Dates of Future Meetings  
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre,  unless otherwise stated) 
Monday 14th December 2015 - Hillwood Primary School + 6.30pm meeting with Taylor Wimpey 

2016: 
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Monday 18th January  Monday 18th July  
Monday 15th February  Monday 15th August 
Monday 21st March  Monday 19th September – venue to be arranged 
Monday 18th April – venue to be arranged  Monday 17th October 
Monday 16th May   Monday 21st November 
Monday 20th June   Monday 19th December 

 

http://www.radcc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/radcc

