
Approved minutes 

Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 14 December 2015 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, R Godfree, C Gillan, A Fraser, E Gray
In attendance: Ratho Station Residents' Association members (x5), L Henderson, Cllr N Work, T 

Giugliano (prospective MSP candidate), PC A Murdoch
Apologies: S Bisset, J Couper,M Harle, Cllrs L Paterson, D Heslop, A Shields, B Henderson, 

PC A Douds
Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 16th November were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: A Fraser

3 Matters arising/action points 
3.1 (3.1) Craigpark Development, mud on road – There had been improvement on road entrance to 

quarry site. 

3.2 (3.2) Erection of fence at Old Gasworks, within Conservation Area – This item should be pursued; 
it was stated previously that it would be taken in hand once planning permission was granted 
(which it has) and a house built, but that could mean the blue fencing being in place for 3 years.  

CG

3.3 (3.3) Transport – Awaiting GM to comment. GM

3.4 (3.4) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – Ongoing. MH/LH

3.5 (3.6) Parking at Hillwood Primary School – LH reported that there was still a problem with people 
parking outside the school then walking down the road to catch Glasgow buses. It had been 
mentioned to the police; traffic wardens appeared and issued tickets on one day, but the problem 
had recurred, and if cars were parked legitimately no action could be taken. If the 'no parking' 
area was extended, it would have a knock-on effect on parents and residents. It was suggested 
that the issue could be raised at the Almond NP's Safety sub-group. 

MH/JW

3.6 (3.8) Lighting at RBS cashpoint, Newbridge – Not known if this has yet been actioned. LP

3.7 (3.9) Integrated joint care – Nothing further to report.

3.8 (3.10) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – There was a planning application for 
change of layout of the country park, making paths more gentle and disabled-friendly. It was 
noticed that there was a path at the bottom of the country park, joining up with a bus stop at the 
bottom of Cala homes and the entrance to the climbing centre. 

RH

3.9 (3.11) Ratho Station/Newbridge walkabout – There had been a walkabout in Ratho Station the 
previous week, and one would take place in Newbridge the following week, M Harle to attend.

MH

3.10 (3.12) Bus trackers – Cllr Work understood there were ongoing technical problems.

3.11 (3.13) Bonnington Farm pet shop supplies – It was still not clear what was happening. It was 
suggested that it may be worth contacting the SSPCA and asking them to monitor if further 
concerns were raised.

RG/JW

3.12 (9.2) Flying Scot Lowcost Airport Parking – See under Planning

3.13 (13) Airport funds distribution – The next distribution date was March 2016; the application form 
can be found online by searching for “Edinburgh Airport Community”. Each applicant may receive 
one grant every year, and gala days were given a set amount.  They particularly welcomed 
applications that were sustainable, not one-off's. LH to confirm date of next meeting and closing 
date for next set of applications. LH

3.14 (15) Disabled access to canal towpath – K Watt had raised the issue with Scottish Canals. They 
had checked with their third party co-ordinator, who was aware of the problem, but at the moment 
they did not plan to take any action. They had stated that parking at the marina made the towpath 
accessible, but A Fraser pointed out that not every disabled person would have access to a car, 
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and the point was that the towpath itself was not wheelchair-accessible. It was not acceptable that 
this had not yet been done, and she would be happy to meet with the spokesperson if s/he was 
invited to visit.  KW to pursue.

KW

3.15 (15) Advice to Veolia – G Low had spoken to Cllr Work and contacted the Council, who will 
investigate and come back to him.  

4 Police Report: 
Break-ins: None in Ratho, but 3 in Ingliston and Newbridge. A golf buggy was stolen at Ingliston, 
and the padlock of a building next to the Highland Centre was broken but nothing taken. 
Assaults: 2 in Ratho, one was a house party that spilled onto street, not serious. The second was 
random, a workman attended a house and was assaulted.
Road safety: Road Safety events were held in the last 2 weeks, but nothing locally. 
Hate crimes: None had been reported to police, but Ratho Station residents were aware of a local 
family that had habitually been targeted, although possibly not in the last couple of months. Any 
such incidents should be reported to police.
Thefts: Gogarstone Road – purse stolen after conservatory door left unlocked. Gogarbank – 8 
mountain bikes stolen from concrete shed behind company premises after key left in door. PC 
Murdoch urged people to remember simple things like not leaving keys in doors or doors 
unlocked. 
Damage at marina: The crime enquiry had been closed, as the suspect could not be identified. It 
was understood that there was still low-level nuisance going on, which had not been reported to 
police. Again, residents were encouraged to report any such incidents.
Ratho Station Residents' Association: PC Murdoch was asked if West Edinburgh police could be 
asked to have a representative attend the Ratho Station Residents' Association Committee 
meetings, usually on the first Tuesday of the month, at 7.00pm in Hillwood Primary School. 

PC 
Murdoch

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr N Work had attended the consultation for Taylor Wimpey in November. He had been 
impressed by their proposals, but had taken on board a lot of local concerns. 

6 Chair's report
J Wightman wished to formally record thanks to Aileen Fraser and Kate Watt for all their efforts 
regarding the Christmas lights. Phoenix had kindly offered to put the lights up again next year, for 
no charge. It was confirmed that the Council would not supply power to anything that was not a 
living tree, so getting a Christmas tree put up had not been an option. All relevant Council 
guidelines had been followed, and the lights were put on an existing tree. 

7 Treasurer's report
It was proposed by J Wightman that the Community Council give £100 towards the Christmas 
lights fund, seconded by G Low, and agreed. After all payments, and inclusive of the £100 
donation, the balance to be carried forward for future years is £1,130.11. All the collected funds 
have been banked to the RDCC account. 
K Watt will investigate other lights, eg street lighting fixtures, for the future. It was felt that it would 
be safer to take the tree lights down and re-erect them each year, which would incur cost. 

8 Secretary's report
K Watt had asked for an update from the West Neighbourhood Office regarding Harvest Road 
width, maintenance, road/lane markings etc, but had not yet received a response. 
Cats Protection proposed to have a neutering campaign and asked if the RDCC could help 
publicise it – agreed.

9 Planning
9.1 Murray Estates

Two representatives of Taylor Wimpey attended a meeting prior to the RDCC meeting to discuss 
their proposals for a development adjacent to Ratho Station. Their main concern was to inform 
the RDCC and local residents about the number of houses, access, layout and linkages. 
It was confirmed that the only access would be towards the east of the site, off the Glasgow 
Road, where there would be a filter lane. There would be footpath/cycle access to Ratho Station 
at two points, Hillwood Rise and one other. The Council did not wish to see road access between 
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the site and Ratho Station, as it was felt there was a danger of creating a 'rat run', but cycle/foot 
access would be retained.
The development would be houses with 2 blocks of flats for the affordable housing; the only item 
on the plan that was not residential was a SUDS (sustainable urban drainage system) basin, for 
treatment/control of sewerage flow. It was a grass hollow, not an open pond, and would only 
come into use in conditions of very heavy rain. It would be a maintenance burden on Scottish 
Water and the Council. 
They were still in early stages of planning, but the housing mix was the full spectrum, from 2-bed 
through to 5-bed, mixed throughout the site. There was provision for affordable housing in the 
form of two blocks of 3-storey flats, 12 flats in each block. 25% of the housing has to be 
affordable, and their preference would be a mixture of rent/for sale. None of the private housing 
would be aimed at the sheltered housing market, but it was possible that some of the affordable 
housing might be – they were unable to say definitely. No single storey dwellings were proposed, 
all were 2-storey. All houses would have provision for adaptation for disabled, as per building 
regulations.
There would be open space incorporated, which would be factored. A resident asked if the trees 
planted for the Millennium would be retained or replaced; it was confirmed that a tree belt along 
the roadway would be retained and, although it may not be feasible to replace 'like for like', 
planting would take place in due course. 
The speed limit alongside the development site was currently the national limit of 70mph, but the 
Council was likely to move the start of the 40mph zone from its current location to cover the site 
and its entrance/exit.
Taylor Wimpey had 12 weeks from the submission of the PAN to submission of a formal 
application, ie 9th or 10th February 2016. J Wightman reminded them that the RDCC has a right to 
view their draft report of the consultation findings to the Council. 
All existing services were taken into account in preparing the plan. A thorough investigation of 
ground conditions would of course have to be made before submitting a formal plan, but they 
believed the site was technically fairly straightforward. Residents noted that they would need to 
take account of a culverted burn.
It would be 2017 at earliest before they were on site and starting to build. Their average was 35 
units per year, so it would take 4 years to complete. They would talk to the Council regarding 
community contribution; representations should be made to the Council, but Taylor Wimpey 
would encourage residents to let them know what they might want. Residents' Association 
committee members felt strongly that Ratho Station needed a village hall/community facilities.
The representatives were asked what ideas there were for people to get to central Edinburgh by 
bus; they responded that, as part of a traffic study, the Council were looking at relocating lay-bys 
and putting in a bus stop, with a pedestrian crossing. Residents noted that that is what they had 
asked for previously, and the answer had been a very firm no, and the pedestrian bridge had 
been supplied instead. The bridge was highly unsatisfactory, particularly as it was not in line with 
DDA legislation (it was built before the legislation was introduced). It was felt strongly that safety 
was a major issue; if people living on the proposed site had to go all the way to the bridge to 
cross over, they would try to cross the road elsewhere. Cllr Work agreed that the Council should 
revisit the issue, and the community should campaign for a crossing.
The representatives were thanked for attending the meeting.
It was noted that there was still a PAN from Murray Estates for the adjacent site, and that the 
developers of that site may be keener to have road access right through to Ratho Station.

9.2 Flying Scot Lowcost Airport Parking
Most of the issues relating to this application concerned access roads. It was felt that all the 
RDCC could do was stop the road into Ratho Station being used. 

9.3 Freelands Farm development
There would be a public meeting on Thursday 18th December, in Ratho Community Centre. It was 
important that as many residents as possible submitted comments, in addition to the RDCC's 
response. It would be made clear at the meeting how comments should be formulated and the 
kind of approach that should be used, although it was noted that reference to planning policy 
should be made, and very specific reasons given for comments. 

9.4 Scottish Canals (British Waterways)

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 3

http://www.twitter.com/radcc
http://www.radcc.org/


Approved minutes 

9.5 Local Development Plan
9.6 Cala Development (Craigpark Quarry)
9.7 IBG – Development of land north of A8
9.8 Garden District
9.9 Country Park at Craigpark
9.10 Craigpark Playpark

9.4, 9.5, 9.6, 9.7, 9.8, 9.9 and 9.10 – nothing to report.
9.11 New surgery

See 11 below.
9.12 BT broadband boxes
9.13 Proposed Hotel at Eastfield Road
9.14 Royal Bank of Scotland 
9.15 SES plan (South East Scotland plan)
9.16 Bonnington Farm pet shop supplies
9.17 Hotel and Offices at Fairview Mill
9.18 Freeland Developments (Old Manse)
9.19 Bonnington

9.12, 9.13, 9.14, 9.15, 9.16, 9.17, 9.18 and 9.19 – nothing to report.
10 Transport

Nothing to report.
11 NHS Provision

K Watt attended a NHS Project Board meeting on 8th December, having been rearranged from 
12th November. It was reported that legal agreements regarding the new surgery were not yet 
signed, although this was not of great concern to NHS officials. Planning application was granted 
in April/May; a building warrant had been applied for but not yet granted. Interior design work was 
ongoing. The PPG (Patient Participation Group) would look into matters and see how they can be 
taken forward.
1,100 PPG leaflets and information packs had been distributed throughout the area, mostly with 
the help of the church, but in a separate envelope. There had already been some responses. 
Negotiations were still ongoing with NHS re getting the Ratho Surgery website up and running, 
with a link to the PPG, by the end of year.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships
There would be a Ratho walkabout on Tuesday 22nd December, starting at 10.30am outside the 
library. Please let K Watt know of any issues by Saturday. 
There would be a Pentland NP public meeting the following night, and a Funding Panel meeting 
on 16th January; there were no applications in from Ratho, we received the full quota last year.
The EACC AGM was smoother than anticipated. They were trying to progress matters and have 
public meetings, possibly about integrated care, and another with Andrew Kerr, Chief Executive of 
the Council.
The next Almond NP would be a business meeting, on 27th January, it was hoped that M Harle 
would attend.

ALL

MH

13 Airport Report
Nothing to report.

14 RADCC Communications
There had been 8 Google Group updates. Posts had been made as appropriate on the Village 
Community Facebook page. 52 tweets and 9 new followers, bringing total followers to 240.

15 AOCB
Tony Giugliano is a prospective SNP candidate for Ratho Station/Newbridge. He has been 
attending meetings and listening to constituents' concerns, particularly regarding the lack of 
community facilities and amenities, and the issues around the crossing/bridge in Ratho Station. 
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He was very supportive and would pledge to back those campaigns.  
16 Dates of Future Meetings

(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 18th January Monday 18th July 
Monday 15th February Monday 15th August
Monday 21st March Monday 19th September – venue to be arranged
Monday 18th April – venue to be arranged Monday 17th October
Monday 16th May Monday 21st November
Monday 20th June Monday 19th December
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