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Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 18 January 2016 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, M Harle, R Godfree, C Gillan, J Couper, E Gray 
In attendance: Cllr L Paterson, Cllr B Henderson, Cllr R Henderson, Cllr A Shields, PC W Miller (S 

Queensferry), PC A Murdoch & PC R Stewart (Balerno) 
Apologies: Cllr N Work, L Henderson, S Bisset 

 
Action 

 

1 Apologies 
As above. 

 

2 Minutes of previous meeting 
Apologies from M Harle to be added. With that amendment, minutes of meeting of 14th December 
were approved. 
Proposed: G Low Seconded: K Watt 

 

3 Matters arising/action points 

3.1 (3.1) Craigpark Development, mud on road – Traffic levels are currently quite low but efforts are RG 
being made to keep the road clean. 

 

3.2 (3.2) Erection of fence at Old Gasworks, within Conservation Area – C Gillan had received a reply 
from Brian Fleming, Planning Officer who stated that an undertaking to lower the fence soon after  CG 

planning permission had been given and he would pursue this with the owner’s agent. C Gillan to 
monitor. 

 

3.3 (3.3) Transport –  Nothing further to report. GM 
 

3.4 (3.4) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – A new website 
had been set up by a resident (Ratho Station/Newbridge) for free exchange of goods, link to be 
added to the Facebook page. 

 

MH/KW 

 

3.5 (3.6) Parking at Hillwood Primary School – M Harle suggested there might be more impact if this 
was raised as a “safe route to school” issue. Cllr Paterson noted that there were similar problems 
in Kirkliston, but that Cramond Primary now had a “school street”, where no cars were allowed 
within certain hours. Cllr Paterson to contact L Henderson. LP 

 

3.6 (3.8) Lighting at RBS cashpoint, Newbridge – Not known if actioned; M Harle to check. (Now MH 
repaired) 

 

3.7 (3.9) Integrated joint care – Nothing further to report. 
 

3.8 (3.10) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – Cllr R Henderson reported that the 
Culture & Sport Dept, who had an interest in the EICA, had been in discussion with the Transport 
Dept at a senior level. Discussions were ongoing about what may be possible, depending on what 
other sources of funding could be identified. Cllr Henderson will keep RADCC informed. He also RH 
confirmed again that Cala had fulfilled their obligations under the Section 75 Agreement and had 
lodged the funds with Edinburgh Council. 

 

3.9 (3.11) Ratho Station/Newbridge walkabout – Several topics had been covered at the Newbridge 
walkabout, but the most important outcome was that there would be action to identify culprits 
regarding rubbish/litter. Owners of properties had been written to, explaining that they were 
responsible for rubbish up to the end of the kerb. It would be monitored over the next month. The MH 
unsightly area of paving stones and weeds at the end of the footpath would be cleared and tidied, 
with low maintenance gardening and possibly a seat. Next walkabout would be in around 3 
months' time. The main points identified at Ratho Station were potholes. 

 

3.10 (3.12) Bus trackers – Nothing further to report. 
 

3.11 (3.13) Bonnington Farm pet shop supplies – It was not known whether the house was owner- 
occupied or tenanted; there had been a disturbance on 30th December, when it seemed to be 
vacant. There had been a recent enquiry locally concerning where puppies were for sale. R 
Godfree and J Wightman to discuss further. RG/JW 

3.12 (3.13) Airport funds distribution – Next meeting date still not known. LH 

http://www.radcc.org/
http://www.twitter.com/radcc


Approved minutes 

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 2 

 

 

 
 
 
 

3.13 (3.14) Disabled access to canal towpath – KW had received an update confirming that the path 
from Wilkie View to the towpath will be upgraded early this year. 

 

4 Police Report: 
PC Miller gave his report: 
- Two prolific housebreakers in Ratho Station/Newbridge area have been apprehended as a 
result of thorough enquiries. 
- One business and one house break-in, with nothing taken. 
- One solved assault, Newbridge. 
- 2 road safety initiatives took place over Christmas. The first stopped people “the morning after”, 
and was aimed at educating the public, and the second, “Operation Brake”, used an unmarked 
car to observe and stop drivers  re seatbelts, mobile phones etc. 
- 4 thefts and 2 attempts, and 1 from car. 
- No hate crimes. 
- In total, in the month of December there had been 25 offences, 8 solved (32% solvency). 
- In January, there had been a few cases of people being knocked down. 
- There was a sexual assault at a bus stop in Ratho Station; it was not known if the culprit had 
been caught. 

PC Murdoch highlighted additional items: 
- A break-in at stables on Freelands Road, 3 axes stolen. There were no suspects. 
- A parcel van had again been broken into at Newbridge industrial estate, 2 TVs were taken. 
- At an event held 12/13 January at the EICA, there had been 7 thefts, with items stolen varying in 
value from hundreds to thousands of pounds. 

It was noted that major crimes, eg the finding of human remains at Gogar Mount House, were not 
usually reported at these meetings. PC Murdoch understood that it would be helpful for such 
things to be referenced, and indeed anything that may be of relevance to the CC, and would take 
that on board for future reports. 

R Godfree pointed out that several web pages gave out of date phone numbers for contacting 
local police. It was confirmed that 101 should always be used for local non-emergencies. 

 

5 Elected members' reports 
Cllr R Henderson had nothing to report that was not on the agenda. 

Cllr Paterson had received a number of complaints about waste collection. K Watt reported that 
Harvest Road had been missed, although they had complained through proper channels. The 
Cleansing Dept expected to have caught up with backlog by that day. Since the end of November 
the service was entirely in-house, and new vehicles were due for delivery in the next few weeks. 
In a way the problems were indicative of the success of the recycling programme, as vehicles 
were often full and unable to complete a route without extra journeys to the disposal depot; 
additional vehicles should alleviate that. 

Cllr B Henderson reported that the huge pothole in Dalmahoy Road has been patched. Some 
resurfacing work was scheduled for the next financial year (April onwards), including Ratho Park 
Road to East Croft. The Council's policy was now to treat problem areas earlier. He noted a 
number of other local planned road/footpath repairs that were listed online (Transport & 
Environment Committee 12 January 2016, Item 7.6) These included resurfacing of part of Ratho 
Park Road, Hillview Cottages, Harvest Road to Queen Anne Drive and part of the pavement on 
the south side of Main Street. The issue of Dalmahoy junction traffic lights was going to 
committee in March. 

Cllr Shields had received many complaints re potholes. The Newbridge-Dalmeny cycle path was 
in poor condition, but Lesley Hinds was moving the case forward and they were trying to get 
Sustrans and others to contribute to its improvement. There had been a complaint about people 
being unable to get down steps onto Hallyards Road because of flooding; details to be forwarded KW 
to Cllr Shields. 

 

6 Chair's report 
Several community councils have themed meetings, and J Wightman asked members to consider 
if they wanted that. Two possible topics might be roads & pavements, or localities. She also 
queried whether representation from different partnerships would be desirable at the same 
meetings. Cramond had an external speaker at every meeting, taking the first 30-45 minutes, and 
other business dealt with afterwards. G Low suggested that 2/3 times a year at most would be 
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good, but that they should be based around real issues that would be of interest. 
 

7 Treasurer's report 
Nothing to report. R Godfree was expecting some further charges for taking down the Christmas 
lights. J Wightman confirmed that lights had been referred to Davy Rowe, who would consider 
what needed to be done and report back. 

 

8 Secretary's report 
Much time had been spent recently on correspondence. There had been various low level 
comments from residents, including one query as to who was responsible for gritting pavements 
in Ratho, in particular the stretch between the school entrance and North Street. They now had a 
contact person. 

 

9 Planning 

9.1 Taylor Wimpey/Murray Estates 
Taylor Wimpey – nothing more to report, draft report of PAN not yet received. 

Murray Estates – nothing to report. 

9.2 Flying Scot Lowcost Airport Parking 
Nothing to report. 

 

9.3 David Wilson/Freelands Farm development 
152 comments were submitted. 

There was general discussion regarding the timescale between a PAN and submission of a 
planning application; K Watt had been told there was no time limit, but Cllr B Henderson believed 
there was. The feeling was that even 2 years was problematic, as many things could change in 
the interim. 

9.4 Scottish Canals (British Waterways) 

9.5 Local Development Plan 

9.6 Cala Development (Craigpark Quarry) 

9.7 IBG – Development of land north of A8 

9.8 Garden District 

9.9 Country Park at Craigpark 
9.4, 9.5, 9.6, 9.7, 9.8 and 9.9 – nothing to report. 

9.10 Craigpark Playpark 
An application for two pieces of play equipment, from Pentland Hills community grants fund, had 
been approved the previous week. 

9.11 New surgery 
There will be a Project Board meeting on 9th February to review progress. R Godfree believed the 
building warrant had now been issued and the legal agreement signed. 

9.12 BT broadband boxes 

9.13 Proposed Hotel at Eastfield Road 

9.14 Royal Bank of Scotland 

9.15 SES plan (South East Scotland plan) 
9.12, 9.13, 9.14 and 9.15 – nothing to report. 

9.16 Bonnington Farm pet shop supplies 
see 3.11 

9.17 Hotel and Offices at Fairview Mill 
Nothing to report. 

9.18 Freeland Developments (Old Manse) 
J Wightman proposed to object regarding the changed access to two plots, on the grounds that 
there was insufficient information to agree. Furthermore the proposed access traverses land with 
permission for open meadow space. C Gillan also to draft a letter, to request input regarding 
finishes etc, as the plots were within the Conservation Area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CG/JW 
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10 Transport 
A rumour had been going around that Lothian Buses were giving up the 20 route and Horsburgh 
were taking over. K Watt has been categorically assured that Lothian is not giving up the route. 

11 NHS Provision 
Nothing to report. 

 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships 
Community council elections will be held this year. J Wightman and K Watt are attending a 
meeting on 25th January regarding the arrangements for elections. They would also raise the 
issue of the timing of the AGM. 

Edinburgh Council are keen to get community councils involved in resilience planning for 
communities, and G Low attended an open meeting in November, where 8 community councils 
were represented. RADCC had volunteered to be involved in the exercise over the next 18 
months, and G Low will lead, due to his background as Resilience Officer for SEPA. There will be 
two pilots, one central and one rural, which is RADCC. 

 

13 Airport Report 
Meetings this year will be on 1st February, 16th  May, 8th August and 7th  November. M Harle plans MH 
to attend all. 

 

14 RADCC Communications 
There have been 5 Google Group updates; there are 3 new members; there have been 54 
tweets/retweets. 

15 AOCB 
R Godfree was concerned that white lining on the A71, from Hermiston to Dalmahoy, was in very 
poor condition. Edge markings were especially poor, but central lines were also bad, and there 
were very few cats eyes. He will email Andy Edwards, cc J Wightman, and it will be raised at the 
safety sub-group. 

There had been some communication regarding the possible closure of the Pilton Retreat in Baird 
Road. Historically, it was the old Scout Hut; when they disbanded, before 1982, it was purchased 
by a charity/group from north Edinburgh. It has been used as a place for children from that area to 
stay and play etc although in the last few years local organisations such as the school nurseries 
and Cubs had used the facilities. The Council has now cut their budget, and the charity is looking 
for local organisations and individuals to sign a petition to allow them to remain. 

With reference to minutes of 14th December, item 3.15, G Low confirmed that Council staff had 
visited the Veolia site and had done what they could to improve sightlines etc. They felt they had 
done all they could, and there is nothing more RADCC can do. 

16 Dates of Future Meetings 
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated) 

Monday 15th February Monday 18th July 
Monday 21st March Monday 15th August 
Monday 18th  April – venue to be arranged Monday 19th  September – venue to be arranged 
Monday 16th May Monday 17th October 
Monday 20th June Monday 21st November 

Monday 19th December 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RG/JW 
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