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Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 15 February 2016 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, S Bisset, R Godfree, M Harle, C Gillan, A Fraser, 
J Couper, E Gray 

In attendance: PC C Pirie (S Queensferry), PC R Stewart (Pentland), 1 member of public 
Apologies: L Henderson, Cllrs L Paterson, R Henderson, B Henderson, N Work, A Shields 

 

 
 

1 Apologies 
As above. 

2 Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of meeting of 18th January were approved 
Proposed: C Gillan Seconded: G Low 

3 Matters arising/action points 

Action 

3.1 (3.1) Craigpark Development, mud on road – The situation had deteriorated in recent weeks. RG 

3.2 (3.2) Erection of fence at Old Gasworks, within Conservation Area – There had been no action. CG 
CG to pursue by telephone. 

3.3 (3.3) Transport –  Nothing further to report. GM 

3.4 (3.4) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing. MH/LH 

3.5 (3.5) Parking at Hillwood Primary School – Cllr L Paterson had identified that Hillwood Primary is 
not in the second phase of introduction of 20mph limit around schools, so the issue has been 
referred back to Lucy Henderson. 

3.6 (3.7) Integrated joint care – Nothing to report at present. 

3.7 (3.8) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – Officers from the Culture & Sport 
Department were keen to move this forward. There had been a suggestion to enquire locally 
whether a qualified individual might advise on what would be possible, and costs, for no fee, 
rather than simply accepting the quote of £400,000 for a bridge. Cllr R Henderson will canvas 
people in his circulation list, and R Godfree may have some contacts. Scottish Canals' latest 
update had proposed to look at different ways of having a bridge built, including the possibility of 
a second-hand bridge, or making it a veterans' project. 

3.8 (3.9) Ratho Station/Newbridge walkabout – A hedge was being laid to define the boundary 
between Council-owned land and the Uniroyal site. M Harle to follow up for another walkabout 
when appropriate. 

3.9 (3.10) Bus trackers – Nothing to report. 

3.10 (3.11) Bonnington Farm pet shop supplies – The people concerned have a licence for pet shop 
supplies, but the property is still listed on the valuation website as being residential. R Godfree to 
draft an enforcement notice, for J Wightman to review before submission. 

LH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RH/RG 

 
 
 
 

MH 
 
 
 
 
 

RG/JW 

3.11 (3.12) Airport funds distribution – Next meeting date not known. LH 

3.12 (3.13) Disabled access to canal towpath – No action as yet. 

3.13 (5) Flooding at Hallyards Road – The whole of Lochend Road is now closed for drains to be dug 
out, following the flooding. 

3.14 (9.18) Freeland Developments (Old Manse) – A letter was submitted to the Council asking for the 
proposal to be refused on the basis of poor information provided. More information was given but GL 
it still did not clarify the proposal so a further letter was submitted. No response yet received. 

3.15 (15) White lining on A71 – A letter was sent to the Council; the lengthy response noted that there 
had been expenditure on the area in 2014 but that nothing was done last year as they were 
concentrating on other areas. A task force would be sent to sweep the edge of the carriageway. 

4 Police Report: 

PC Pirie reported that in January, there were 18 crimes in total, of which - 

13 were road traffic offences 
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4 were thefts, 3 of which were of fuel 

1 was an attempted house break-in, to a rural property, no entry gained. 

The remains found at Gogar Mount House had been sent to Dundee for analysis and were part of 
an ongoing enquiry. 

PC Stewart reported that from his area, there were no reported house break-ins and no assaults 
although road safety was still a problem, with cyclists and mobile phone users. On the day of the 
Hearts/Hibs derby in January, two cars crashed at Dalmahoy and the drivers ran off; despite use 
of a police helicopter, they were not found. G Low noted that, on the same day, there was a 
break-in at North Platt Gardens; PC Stewart apologised for not having included that in his report. 
He confirmed that properties were mostly being targeted in the afternoons, between 3.00-6.00pm. 
There had been a successful apprehension of suspects and stolen goods in Balerno, where the 
suspects had crashed into a police vehicle. 

Antisocial behaviour in Main Street was still a problem; there was either consumption or growing 
of cannabis, which was currently under investigation. Other antisocial behaviour by young people 
had been posted on Facebook, but not reported to the police. PC Stewart hoped to be out and 
about in the area much more from now on. 

The possibility of a home security event was discussed, as proposed by Inspector Liz Duthie in 
recent communication with J Wightman. J Wightman to follow up with PC Stewart by email, and 
he would speak to Inspector Duthie when she returned on Thursday. 

Noted that the new Chief Inspector (Pentland Hills) will be Helen Harrison. 

5 Elected members' reports 

None available. 

6 Chair's report 

Provision of lines in the school car park would improve parking, but it would have to be funded 
from school funds, not centrally, so will not happen. Additional parking at the lock-ups, using 
grass screed, was suggested some time ago, but was not pursued by council officers. There have 
been complaints about parking in North Street, opposite the shops; grass screed was also 
suggested there, but was considered possibly illegal as vehicles would have to cross the 
pavement. The issue would be raised again at the next walkabout in March. 

Thanks were expressed to David Rowe for organising taking the Christmas lights down, and to all 
who helped. Mr Rowe was giving consideration to how the lights could be put up in future so that 
they could be easily removed with ladders rather than a cherry-picker. K Watt was trying to 
establish with the Council if lights that attached to lampposts could be erected, but was told the 
lampposts are too short. She is awaiting a formal response from Lighting. 

An email had been received regarding litter in Baird Road, going up to the bridge over the 
motorway. Although the Environment Group had collected litter there in the past, it was felt this 
was an area for the Council to cover. K Watt to take forward. It was noted that the airport 
roundabout had been cleaned up, and was a big improvement. 

7 Treasurer's report 
There was a final bill of £146.93 re the Christmas lights to be settled. J Wightman requested, for 
the next meeting or in the interim, a note of the balance in the general fund. If money in hand was 
more than twice the annual budget a Council grant would not be received. Christmas lights 
money will be ring-fenced, and not included in the general fund. 

J Wightman proposed a donation of £20 to the bowling club in lieu of payment for room hire, G 
Low seconded. 

8 Secretary's report 
All relevant items not on the agenda had been circulated. 

Some questions had recently been asked about broadband connectivity, and K Watt had been 
trying to clarify the situation. It seemed that most of Ratho would be connected in the next 4 
months, and the remainder, including Ratho Park Road area, in 5 months. There would be fibre- 
optic cabling to the new cabinets, which are then connected to the old cabinets, from where it will 
still be copper or aluminium wire to individual houses. BT's contractors had had difficulty 
establishing the owners of the site approved for a cabinet just inside Ratho Park, to get wayleave 
permission, as the Council maintains it does not own the land. A Fraser reported that Sky had 
informed her that there were insufficient junctions for the village, and until it was completely 
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upgraded downloads would not improve beyond 2.8Mb. K Watt will continue to follow up. KW 
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9 Planning 

9.1 Taylor Wimpey/Murray Estates 

9.2 Flying Scot Lowcost Airport Parking 

9.3 David Wilson/Freelands Farm development 
9.1, 9.2, and 9.3 – nothing to report. 

9.4 Scottish Canals (British Waterways) 
There will be a meeting of the Canal Delivery Board the following week. 

9.5 Local Development Plan 
Noted that this had been postponed to March 2016. 

9.6 Cala Development (Craigpark Quarry) 

9.7 IBG – Development of land north of A8 

9.8 Garden District 

9.9 Country Park at Craigpark 

9.10 Craigpark Playpark 
9.6, 9.7, 9.8, 9.9 and 9.10 – nothing to report. 

9.11 New surgery 
K Watt had attended a Project Board meeting on 9th February, where it was stated that they were 
still waiting for legal papers to be signed and the building warrant to be approved; however, the 
Patient Participation Group (PPG) was informed in January that papers had been signed. It was 
now clear that the building warrant had not been approved, and it was not known what had 
caused the delay. An emergency meeting of the PPG had been called for Thursday 18th February, 
which the Primary Care Manager for Ratho Surgery would be attending. A Fraser would request 
an update on legal papers ASAP, and would share that information when received. 

Dr Simpson was on sick leave for possibly two weeks, return date was not currently known. It was 
hoped to have a statement prepared very soon, to put on website etc, to let the community know 
what was happening regarding locum cover. A newsletter was also being prepared, to inform 
everyone about recent changes that have been taking place in the surgery. A Fraser would pass 
on as much information as possible following the meeting on Thursday. 

Any problems or complaints regarding the surgery should be emailed in confidence to the PPG at 
rathosurgeryppg@hotmail.com. 

9.12 BT broadband boxes 
See 8 above. 

9.13 Proposed Hotel at Eastfield Road 

9.14 Royal Bank of Scotland 

9.15 SES plan (South East Scotland plan) 
9.13, 9.14 and 9.15 – nothing to report. 

9.16 Bonnington Farm pet shop supplies 
See 3.10 above. 

9.17 Hotel and Offices at Fairview Mill 
Nothing to report. 

9.18 Freeland Developments (Old Manse) 
See 3.14 above. 

9.19 Other matters 
Civic Forum - This was the planning group for central Edinburgh that came out of the Cockburn 
Association, and was useful for an overview on planning. Information passed to G Low. 

Southwest Forum – A meeting to be held on 8 March with a presentation from the Chief Reporter 
from the DPEA; J Wightman and G Low to attend. 

Brownfield sites – A proposal for 10 houses on a brownfield site on Clifton Road, at West Clifton 
Farm Cottages, had been refused. RADCC, though generally supporting development on 
brownfield sites, had opposed the application on the grounds of over-development, also there 
were major problems there with water supplies and sewerage. A proposal for development on a 
brownfield site on Long Dalmahoy Road was withdrawn. 

10 Transport 
RADCC had been asked at short notice to give feedback regarding supported bus services, and a 
“form” had been provided. It could not be made downloadable from the website, but copies were 
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circulated as widely as possible and left in the library. All were encouraged to complete the forms 
and return them to K Watt ASAP, before Friday 19th February. 

11 NHS Provision 
See 9.11 above. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships 
Community Council elections would be in September or October 2016, the exact date will be 
known around the end of March. New members were encouraged to put themselves forward. 

There had been a grants workshop, attended by J Wightman. 

J Wightman had attended a meeting about localities; the 6 local offices are being reduced to 4. It 
would not impact on Ratho, but would on Ratho Station and Newbridge. Pentland (southwest) 
area had minimal changes, and the manager, Mike Avery, would remain in place. M Harle noted 
there were 62,600 households in the northwest locality. The new system was due to go live in 
April, but there seemed to be doubt from some Council officers as to how it could be implemented 
so quickly. M Harle will attend another meeting on 23rd February. 

J Wightman attended the EACC meeting addressed by the Director of Place, Paul Lawrence, who 
is in charge of planning, housing, transport and environment. An interesting item had been that 
South Queensferry are carrying out a pilot as a community of place; to date they had held 32 
meetings involving as many people as possible from businesses, local amenities, developers, 
planners, etc, to combine views and ideas and give the Council a clear steer. While interesting, J 
Wightman was concerned that priorities for each area within a community council might conflict. 

G Low had started work with the Resilience team, as reported at the January meeting (minute 
12). The team were arranging meetings with both neighbourhood teams, with police etc, so that 
everyone understood what was involved. The output of the meetings would be documented into a 
report. That was the easier part of the process, the more difficult part was engaging with the 
community and helping them to understand how they could become involved in emergency 
situations. 

13 Airport Report 
There was a meeting on 1st February. A number of jobs are coming up due to airport expansion. 
An open day will be held on 23rd February at the Hilton Hotel for anyone interested, and again on 
25th  February at Rosebery Hall in South Queensferry. 

The report re proposed flight path changes had been covered in the press. There will be more 
trials later this year, and it will be some time before any changes are made. 

14 RADCC Communications 
37 tweets and retweets, 12 new followers on Twitter, no new joiners on Google Group. 3 updates 
sent out. 

15 AOCB 
As part of a project for a guidebook featuring points of interest along the canal, it was noted that 
the resting place sculptures are weathered, and Phil Johnston had advised how they could be 
refreshed. He suggested that the 2 large ones should be refurbished at the workshop and the 
remainder can be cleaned/repainted. The Canal Board will be asked if they have any volunteers, 
failing which volunteers could be sought from the Community Council and/or the Environment 
Group. 

16 Dates of Future Meetings 
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated) 

Monday 21st March Monday 15th August 
Monday 18th  April – venue to be arranged Monday 19th  September – venue to be arranged 
Monday 16th May Monday 17th October 
Monday 20th June Monday 21st November 
Monday 18th July Monday 19th December 
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