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Minutes of the RDCC held on Monday, 21 March 2016 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, C Gillan, R Godfree, E Gray, 
In attendance: Gordon MacDonald MSP, Cllr B Henderson, Cllr R Henderson, PC G Deeming 

(Pentland), PC McGill, PC Dixon (Corstorphine), 2 members of public 
Apologies: S Bisset, J Couper, A Fraser, M Harle, L Henderson, D Hunter 

 

Action 
 

1 Apologies 
As above. 

 

2 Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of meeting of 15th February were approved. 
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: C Gillan 

 

3 Matters arising/action points 

3.1 (3.1) Craigpark Development, mud on road – Following contact with the Roads Department, there RG 
was immediate improvement, but mud getting onto the road in the first place was an ongoing 
issue. 

 

3.2 (3.2) Erection of fence at Old Gasworks, within Conservation Area – C Gillan had received a CG 
response (to be forwarded to J Wightman), saying that it was “not expedient at the moment”, 
because another application has been submitted and the fence was part of that, so they will not 
take action until the latest application is decided upon. 

 

3.3 (3.4) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing MH/LH 
 

3.4 (3.5) Parking at Hillwood Primary School – L Henderson reported that their JRSOs plan to work LH 
on a campaign as part of their action group work; they are keen to work with local councillors and 
the community on the project. 

 

3.5 (3.6) Integrated joint care – Nothing further to report. 
 

3.6 (3.7) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – It had been suggested that low level 
lighting along the existing route from the Climbing Centre might be helpful, but the Council has 
replied that they did not approve of ground level lighting on paths in the interests of habitat 
conservation (G Low to forward email to Cllrs B & R Henderson). A meeting is to be held on GL 

Thursday 24th March with Gordon Munro from the Canal Delivery Board, which Cllr B Henderson BH 
will attend in place of Cllr R Henderson. 

 

3.7 (3.8) Ratho Station/Newbridge walkabout – Follow up for another walkabout when relevant. MH 
 

3.8 (3.9) Bus trackers – Nothing to report. 
 

3.9 (3.10) Bonnington Farm pet shop supplies – Ongoing. 
 

3.10 (3.11) Airport funds distribution – L Henderson had provided details of criteria for Airport 
Community grants. The next meeting is on 8th July, and the deadline for applications is two weeks 
before the meeting. 

 

3.11 (3.12) Disabled access to canal towpath – No action as yet, but it is on their list. KW 
 

3.12 (3.14) Freeland Developments (Old Manse) – There has been no response to the last letter sent 
to Planning Department. 

 

3.13 (3.15) White lining on A71 – Some road edge clearing seems to have been carried out, but it is 
not clear how much remains to be done. 

 

3.14 (4) Home security event – Held on Wednesday 2nd March, attracted around 25 people and was 
well received. 

 

3.15 (6) Walkabout/parking – Walkabout is being held on Tuesday 22nd March. 
 

3.16 (6) Lamppost-attached festive lights – Cllr B Henderson had tried to contact the relevant officer to  BH/KW 
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get a response, with no success as yet. 
 

3.17 (8) Broadband connection – K Watt had spoken with BT, who are still trying to get wayleave to 
site the boxes. They are dealing directly with Lawries, who own the land. 

 

3.18 (9.11) New surgery, legal status & newsletter/updates – See item 11. 
 

3.19 (9.19) Southwest Forum – Was held on 8th March, attended by J Wightman and G Low. 
 

3.20 (12) Localities – M Harle not present to report on meeting of 23rd February. MH 
 

3.21 (15) Resting place sculptures – Scottish Canals are investigating the best “chemicals” to be used; 
the originals are not now deemed to be environmentally friendly. They will find volunteers to carry 
out the work themselves. It would cost around £900 plus VAT to take the plaques from the 2 
largest ones back to the forge for refurbishment; wait to see what Scottish Canals suggest. 

 

4 Police Report: 
PC Deeming attended from Pentland, as PC Stewart and PC Murdoch were not available. 
General priorities in the last month had been housebreakings, driving & speeding initiatives, and 
dog attacks on farm animals. Ward priorities were assault with violent crime, housebreakings, and 
road safety initiatives. He reported from 20th  February - 16th March: 

No housebreakings in last month, although a number of intruder alarms activated. 

No assaults in Ratho area. 

Various initiatives carried out re road safety and educating drivers. 

No reported thefts in Ratho area. 

No hate crimes. 

He was aware that there had been some problems with antisocial behaviour, but stressed that it 
was impossible for the police to act if they were not informed. 

If there were any issues with cyclists speeding on the canal path, they should be reported; PC 
Stewart hoped to patrol more in that kind of area once he was back at work. 

PC Dixon reported 3 housebreakings in their beat area, and one attempted break-in of a garden 
shed. He encouraged people to be vigilant. 

 

5 Elected members' reports 
Gordon MacDonald MSP noted that the election had been officially called for 5th May; the last 
session of the current parliament would be Wednesday 23rd March. A lot of legislation has been 
processed in the last weeks. He would be unable to take on any new cases as of 24th March, but 
his parliamentary email would be in effect right up to polling day. 

Cllr B Henderson reported that discussion of the lights at Dalmahoy Road junction had been 
pushed back to the June meeting. No change to the no. 20 bus service was recommended to the 
Council (see also item 10). Ratho Main Street was being resurfaced on 29 March to 1 April. The 
planning application at Freelands Farm was going to a full Council vote, as the Rural West 
Edinburgh Local Plan was still in force, and this was classified as an “add-on”. As Cllr B 
Henderson had objected to the proposal, he would not be allowed to vote at Council. It would first 
be discussed at a preliminary meeting (see also item 9.3). There was general discussion re the 
Garden District plans. 

Cllr R Henderson had just one item: Jupiter Artland had a proposal to create an exit from their car 
park via an old bridle path onto Clifton Road. Transport officials had been consulted and did not 
appear to have objections, other than the need to cut back hedges to provide adequate sightlines, 
but residents on Clifton Road had major concerns. There was some uncertainty as to whether the 
path in question was legally defined as a path or a bridleway. 

Cllr B Henderson believed most problems with waste collection were now resolved. A recent 
concern was potholes, which were a problem all over the city. The Council's new system was to 
try to prolong the life of roads, and to fix them as they start to deteriorate, before potholes are 
created; they are also committed to “first time fixing” - which may take longer than temporary 
fixing, but will last. 

 

6 Chair's report 
Nothing to report that does not appear elsewhere. 
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7 Treasurer's report 
R Godfree had draft accounts for the year, subject to a few minor changes, and confirmed that the 
balance is less than twice our annual grant, so there should be no problem in getting the annual 
Council grant. Separate from the main account, £983 collected for Christmas lights was being 
held for future years. A donation of £20 was to be made to the bowling club in lieu of payment for 
room hire, and we have also been asked to cover the cost of hall hire for the home security event 
and £20 was proposed. A bill for repairs to the path around the war memorial is awaited. 

 

8 Secretary's report 
Nothing to report not already on agenda. All communications had been forwarded appropriately 
by email. 

 

9 Planning 

9.1 Garden District 
Was discussed in passing under item 5. Nothing further to report. 

9.2 Flying Scot Lowcost Airport Parking 
Comments had been submitted to the Planning application, nothing further to report. 

9.3 Barratt David Wilson/Freelands Farm development 
Barratt have submitted more responses to comments, and RADCC has been invited to attend the 
sub-committee meeting where the application will be discussed. J Wightman and G Low have 
confirmed they will attend, give a presentation and speak as strongly as possible against the 
application. 

9.4 Old Gas Works site 
See item 3.2. Comments were submitted in detail last week, there had been a response to 2/3 
points, although it was still not appearing on the portal. Under points of detail, the developer had 
talked about reinstatement of the wall, but had proposed that it would be demolished and a new 
rendered wall built. 

9.5 Bridle path from Jupiter Artland 
See item 5. 

9.6 West Craigs 
A PAN for West Craigs would be held on 30th March at the Marriot Hotel. One had already been 
held, it was not clear why there was another. This was the area to the north and west of the tram 
depot and there had been a lot of concern about transport previously. The developer had been 
invited to the next RADCC meeting. (NOW CONFIRMED) 

9.7 SW Communities Forum 
J Wightman and G Low attended this forum on 8th March. It was addressed by the Head of the 
DEPA, who explained what they were about and the issues they dealt with. 

10 Transport 
The result of the review of subsidised services had been circulated. No change was 
recommended to service 20; Cllr B Henderson could not foresee a situation where the Council 
would commit to the expenditure required for a direct service connection to central Edinburgh. 
The current contract runs to 2018. 

11 NHS Provision 
Following conflicting reports regarding legal status at the previous meeting, the PPG had asked 
the one person who should know to clarify the position, but had received no reply in 3 weeks. 
Gordon Macdonald MSP had had several meetings, the last on 11th March, regarding Firrhill and 
Ratho surgeries. He was told that signing of missives was imminent, ie within the next fortnight, 
and this was subsequently confirmed by the Chair and Finance Director of NHS Lothian; he was 
told that there were one or two specification issues to be resolved, and the matter should be 
concluded in 2-3 weeks, and the building warrant was also imminent. 

It was understood that the supply of locums is now better than it was for some time, and staffing 
seems to be better. A newsletter had been produced. K Watt also requested the link to the PPG 
website. AF/RG 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships 
Pentland NP was being held at Gibson Craig Hall in Currie the following day. 

J Wightman attended the Safety sub-group. Dog fouling was again discussed; it was reiterated 
that the more complaints about a street were received, the higher up the list of priorities the street 
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would be put and more action taken. It was not clear whether the school grounds could be 
included. 

There had been a meeting with the Canal Board, who were happy for Cllr R Henderson to seek 
local, unpaid advice regarding a bridge, although no-one had responded to Cllr Henderson's 
invitation. There was an update on the proposed initiative to deliver “Union Canal Unlocked”, 
including among other things a booklet re points of interest etc. The canal towpath had now been 
resurfaced right along to Fountainbridge. A letter of thanks had been sent to Peter Leslie. Next 
year, they hoped to work on the section between Ratho and Broxburn. 

 

13 Airport Report 
No report from M Harle. 

 

14 RADCC Communications 
There had been 47 tweets/retweets, and there were now 269 followers. No new members on the 
Google Group. 6 updates had been sent out. 

15 AOCB 
After discussing repairs to the war memorial in Ratho, M Harle was keen to do something at 
Ratho Station. He wanted names to be added to the war memorial, from conflicts in Iraq etc; K 
Watt to investigate if this would be the responsibility of War Graves Commission, or someone 
else. 

M Harle noted that the A8 cycleway upgrade is impressive and expensive; he asked if there 
should be a bye-law to get cyclists to use them and not roads. Cllr B Henderson thought this 
would be almost impossible to enforce. 

Information was received today about NEPS proposals; this is a small amount of money available 
for small repairs to pavements or roads. 2 proposals per organisation or per councillor are 
permitted. Any suggestions should be sent to K Watt, well ahead of the 31st March deadline, to 
allow time to prepare a submission. 

Cllr B Henderson asked what had happened to Section 75 agreement money in relation to the 
two developments in Ratho; £100,000 had been given towards a bridge, some money was 
provided for traffic lights, and both had to put money towards schools, ie the Ratho Primary 
expansion. The system has now changed, and money goes into a pot rather being designated for 
specific projects. The question was whether any money had been allocated to Balerno High 
School. It was thought that was not the case, but K Watt would check back precisely and pass the 
details to B Henderson. 

Cala had applied for a further 4 advertising hoardings. This was brought to the attention of the 
Planning Department; an officer came out and was rather taken aback by the number of 
hoardings already displayed. They will go back to Cala to check if the application was for 
replacements, or extension of the existing hoardings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

KW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KW 

 

16 Dates of Future Meetings 
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated) 

Monday 18th  April – Bowling Club, Ratho* Monday 19th  September – venue to be arranged 
Monday 16th May Monday 17th October 
Monday 20th June Monday 21st November 
Monday 18th July Monday 19th December 
Monday 15th August 

 
* The meeting on Monday 18th April, to be held at the Bowling Club, Ratho, will be preceded by a meeting with 

developers for West Craigs (see minute item 9.6) at 6.30pm. 
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