
Approved minutes May 2016 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 16 May 2016 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, J Couper, S Bisset, D Hunter

In attendance: PC A Douds (Almond), PC Kaiser, PC A Armes (Pentland Hills), Cllrs B Henderson, A 
Shields, 1 member of the public.

Apologies: C Gillan, R Godfree, E Gray, Cllr R Henderson

Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 18th April were approved.
Proposed:  G Low Seconded: J Couper

3 Matters arising/action points 
3.1 (3.2) Erection of fence at Old Gasworks, within Conservation Area – C Gillan had emailed the 

Enforcement Officer and the developer had been invited to remove the blue netting.  No action so 
far.

3.2 (3.3) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing

3.3 (3.5) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – see item 5

3.4 (3.6) Bus trackers – to monitor JW

3.5 (3.7) Disabled access to canal towpath – a start had been made but no recent progress

3.6 (3.9) White lining on A71 – R Godfree to follow up RG

3.7 (3.11) Lamppost-attached festive lights – K Watt to repeat request for information KW

3.8 (3.12) Broadband connection –:   The cabinets supplying Baird Road north of the canal seems to 
be taking orders, as does one serving Hallcroft.   BT recently contacted the owners of Lidgate 
Shot with a view to siting the cabinet within their ground.   This would supply Ratho Park Road, 
Lidgate Shot etc as well as much of Main Street and Hillview.   Cabling is ongoing at Newbridge.

3.9 (3.14) Resting place sculptures –  K Watt had met the Volunteer Coordinator for Scottish Canals 
who had agreed to organise a project for local volunteers to undertake the refurbishment of the 
resting places.   Unfortunately Scottish Canals have no funding to apply to having the more 
damaged plaques restored at Ratho Byres, so funding will have to be sought.

3.10 (3.15) War memorial at Ratho Station – J Wightman to discuss with Head Teacher JW
3.11 (9.1) Meeting with developers – Only 1 so far has responded positively.  GL to contact others. GL
3.12 (11) Surgery leaflet – ongoing AF/EG
3.13 (12) Fly tipping – J Wightman to check and report on litter on Cliftonhall Road.   Cala and Ratho 

Environment Group had cleared litter on Wilkieston Road near Tormain Woods JW

3.14 (15) Clifton Hall School – J Wightman and A Fraser had a positive meeting with representatives 
who are very keen to promote community use of their facilities.  Further meeting at the school 
scheduled 17/5

JW/AF

4 Police Report: This period had been generally quiet
Pentland: 1 case of vandalism to a car at Craigpark Avenue.
Almond: Attempted housebreaking at Scot Tiles, Newbridge Industrial Estate.  Nothing stolen
Thefts during a rave at Ingliston, Hillwood PS –damage to a fence.
PC Douds to ask his Inspector to liaise with Pentlands Inspector to rationalise reporting periods. AD
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5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Henderson reported that the Planning Application (PPP) for the land east of Millburn Tower 
had been heard and recommended for approval to full council.
As subsidies for a bus linking Currie and Balerno with St John’s hospital had been withdrawn he 
had suggested that the 40 service be diverted via Juniper Green and Currie before accessing 
Hermiston P&R and Ratho
He has had a query about the landscaping at the Glebe.
Consideration of Dalmahoy traffic lights may be deferred until August.
He had again requested a new bus stop or reinstatement of the Hail and Ride at the end of 
Freelands Road but this had been turned down
The Council is investigating the use of a reconditioned bridge over the canal to link with EICA
Cllr Shields had also been monitoring the Planning Application for land east of Millburn Tower.
He had been dealing with a parking issue in front of houses on the A8.
He confirmed that the new Manager for the North West Locality was Peter Strong, and that Cllr 
Norman Work was the chair of the Almond Neighbourhood Partnership.

6 Chair's report
J Wightman reported the resignation of Mike Harle and the change of name of Ratho Parent 
Council to Ratho School Voice.  The chair was now Jackie Wake and it was hoped she would be 
able to come to future meetings.
Gordon Macdonald and Alex Cole-Hamilton are our 2 constituency MSPs.  K Watt had written to 
all the list MSPs inviting them to receive updates from the Community Council.
She reiterated previous advice that any correspondence sent out in the name of the Community 
Council MUST be passed via an office-bearer. 

7 Treasurer's report
In the absence of the Treasurer J Wightman sort approval for the payment of £50 for 
maintenance of the community council’s website and mailboxes and a donation of £100 towards 
the village Gala Day.   This was proposed by D Hunter and seconded by S Bissett.

8 Secretary's report
All communications had been forwarded appropriately to members by email.

9 Planning
9.1 Garden District:  Development Management Subcommittee 16/5 recommended granting the 

application to full Council, subject to Conditions. 
9.2 Flying Scot Lowcost Airport Parking:  Nothing to report
9.3 Barratt David Wilson/Freelands Farm development:   The Application was refused by full 

Council.
9.4 Old Gas Works site The recent application for Amendment of Matters Specified in Conditions 

has been granted with proviso about agreeing access with Scottish Canals and liaising with 
SEPA about the discharge of possibly contaminated groundwater.   The developer is also 
required to consult with HES about the wall bordering the canal towpath.

9.5 Bridle path from Jupiter Artland
9.6 West Craigs

Nothing to report on 9.5, 9.6
9.7 Baird Road/Harvest Road

Application for a house in the grounds of Ardchuille, Baird Road for an agricultural worker.   As 
this is in the Green Belt a Condition to be sought from Planning

GL

10 Transport
Nothing to report

11 NHS Provision
The Ratho Surgery Patient Participation Group had updated the Ratho Surgery page on the 
NHS website www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/gp/rathosurgery with much useful information about 
how to access services.  This includes a page for latest news.
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Project Board for New Surgery:  K Watt had attended a meeting to review progress on 19 April. 
The legal agreements between the developer and NHS had not been signed and were again 
expected to be completed before long.   If there is a development before the next Board meeting 
in July she will be informed and a press release issued.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships
J Wightman has a Funding Panel on Wednesday
K Watt will attend EIT Action Group 23/5.   Focus will be on canal development.   Canal 
Development Board the following day.

13 Airport Report
K Watt had attended following Mike Harle’s resignation.   The Head of Communications 
expanded on the progress outlined in the quarterly report.   The management is committed to 
ongoing improvements in customer service and they conduct regular customer satisfaction 
surveys and act on the findings.  Ongoing Capital Investment projects include Departure lounge 
developments, West wing roof replacement, as well as check-in and baggage hall improvements, 
due to be completed this month prior to the holiday season.  A number of new routes, or new 
operators on existing routes were mentioned.   It is proposed to set up a Noise Subgroup, 
principally using the Community Council representatives, to establish a strategy and programme 
for monitoring aircraft noise, independently of Edinburgh Airport Limited.

14 RADCC Communications
Tweets/retweets – 36
Twitter followers – 277 (+3)
New members on Google Group – 0 but we hope the new List MSPs will subscribe
Updates sent out – 3

15 AOCB
A child had been knocked down by a car in the playground in March so no vehicular access is 
allowed to the playground.

16 Dates of Future Meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 20th June Monday 17th October
Monday 18th July Monday 21st November
Monday 15th August      Monday 19th December
Monday 19th September – venue to be arranged
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