
Approved minutes June 2016 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 20 June 2016 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, D Hunter, R Godfree, J Couper, C Gillan, A Fraser, 
E Gray

In attendance: Cllrs N Work, B Henderson, R Henderson, PC A Douds & PC J Kelly (Almond),  
PC A Oliphant (Pentland Hills)

Apologies: S Bisset, Cllr A Shields, J Balfour MSP, G Lindhurst MSP

Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 16th May were approved. 
Proposed:  D Hunter Seconded: J Couper

3 Matters arising/action points 
3.1 (3.1) Erection of fence at Old Gasworks, within Conservation Area – Blue netting has been 

removed. This item will now be deleted.

3.2 (3.2) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB

3.3 (3.3) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – see minute 5.

3.4 (3.4) Bus trackers – It is understood that a new alert system, similar to the one at the Gyle, will be 
introduced and Ratho will be able to trial it. This item will now be deleted.

3.5 (3.5) Disabled access to canal towpath – An “entrance” has been constructed, but is only a few 
metres long, and the surface is not suitable for wheelchairs, nor is the rest of the pathway. The 
picnic area is also very unsuitable. K Watt has reported to customer services, it had already been 
raised at one of their meetings.

KW

3.6 (3.6) White lining on A71 – R Godfree followed up with the Council, who responded that they 
were going through a restructuring process and resources were not yet finalised; this will be one 
of many locations that they will need to assess. They will respond again in due course.
R Godfree had again taken action after last week's weather had left Wilkieston Road in a very 
muddy state.

RG

3.7 (3.7) Lamppost-attached festive lights – K Watt has requested a meeting, awaiting response. 

3.8 (3.8) Broadband connection – It was understood informally that negotiations with Lidgate Shot 
owners regarding siting of the box had stalled.

3.9 (3.9) Resting place sculptures – There is a new project, Union Canal Unlocked, K Watt has met 
with the project officers. It will concentrate on a number of hubs, Ratho being one of three in the 
Edinburgh area. The aim is to celebrate the heritage of the canal through engaging the local 
communities and creating an oral history archive, as well as canal-side interpretation, a guide and 
an app. It was agreed that the picnic area needs maintenance, but they cannot get maintenance 
done from the Heritage Lottery Fund money. Table tops could perhaps be replaced with 
interpretive designs. Finding a solution to merging the needs of the site with the new 
interpretation element from this project would be crucial if Scottish Canals would contribute to 
funding for restoration.

KW

3.10 (3.10) War memorial at Ratho Station – J Wightman to discuss with Lucy Henderson. JW
3.11 (3.11) Meeting with developers – All 3 developers have now confirmed they will attend the 

briefing on Thursday 30th June, which begins at 6.00pm. They had appeared to be unsure about 
the purpose of the meeting; G Low had clarified that it was the Community Council's opportunity 
to listen to them and to raise any questions. Stewart Milne and Park Lane are having public 
exhibitions in the next week, and all were encouraged to attend and make their views known, and 
to attend the briefing. 
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J Wightman urged members to consider what, in terms of infrastructure, should be requested if 
any or all of the developments went ahead. It was noted that none of these sites were in the 
Lothian Development Plan. 

3.12 (3.12) Surgery leaflet – ongoing AF/EG
3.13 (3.13) Fly tipping – Has been dealt with. This item will now be deleted.
3.14 (3.14) Clifton Hall School – J Wightman and A Fraser toured the school's facilities, which are 

extensive. They are already very involved with the community in Kirkliston and are keen to 
integrate more with Ratho. Hillwood Primary already use their grounds, and minibus. The 
relationship will be developed further, via the bursar. There is a cafe which is open to the public in 
term time. 

4 Police Report: 
Pentland: No housebreakings. 2 minor assaults in Ratho area, resulting in charges. One minor 
assault at Ingliston. 3 incidences of theft, one vehicle stolen but recovered. One attempt to get 
into a vehicle in North Street. One pedal cycle theft at Ratho Station, also 2 reports of cars being 
scratched.
Almond: Apart from crimes in connection with a rave at Ingliston, 5 crimes reported: a fence was 
vandalised 2/3 May at Hillwood Primary; a motor vehicle was stolen on 3 May from a secure 
compound at Newbridge industrial estate; theft of fuel on 23 May from the BP garage; on 24/25 
May a vehicle was vandalised on Glasgow Road; and, as already mentioned, a pedal cycle was 
stolen at Ratho Station.  
Two young males have been going around the Hallcroft area on scooters at night time, police 
urged reports to be made if there were any problems. Similarly, antisocial behaviour on the canal 
towpath should be reported, so that patrols can be arranged. Problems with a noisy car may be of 
interest to the Council's antisocial team; if they are sitting with the engine running, they could 
receive an on-the-spot fine.
Despite the ban on cars going into the school grounds, many had done so on rainy days the 
previous week. It may be helpful to put something into the school newsletter for the start of the 
new year in the autumn. The gates cannot be closed as access for disabled and to the 
Community Centre has to be maintained. A Fraser reported that disabled spaces are frequently 
used by cars without badges. To be raised with Jackie Wakely of Ratho Voice, and the Head 
Teacher, for next term. Cllr Work suggested checking whether parking laws were enforceable in 
school grounds; if so, the Community Safety Panel, including the police, could be alerted. 
K Watt asked if any police presence could monitor the antisocial behaviour at the Canal resting 
place at the east end of the Cala houses.

JW

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr B Henderson had nothing to report, other than planning issues discussed elsewhere. He 
confirmed that proposed traffic lights at Dalmahoy junction would be raised at the committee 
again in August. He noted that there had also been problems at Hatton Mains, the whole road 
was extremely busy. 
Cllr R Henderson noted that a number of people were still working hard on trying to identify a 
solution, and additional funding, for a bridge at the Climbing Centre.
Cllr Work had attended the 40th birthday celebration of Hillwood Primary. 

6 Chair's report
Nothing to report that is not covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
R Godfree confirmed payment of £50 for web design and £100 to Ratho Gala Day. 
The year-end accounts had been covered at the AGM, and signed accounts handed over. 
A copy of the insurance certificate applicable to RADCC and other Community Councils for the 
current year had been received.

8 Secretary's report
K Watt had corresponded with Lothian Buses regarding road closures at short notice, and they 
are considering changes to their contingency plan. Part of the problem was that the West 
Neighbourhood Office gives very short notice of TTROs (temporary traffic regulation order), and 
she will be writing to them about that. 

KW
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There had been correspondence from a resident complaining that the Ratho Station flyover park 
had been left dangerously rutted after the cycle-path upgrade. The resident also felt that she had 
been treated in an offhand manner and that her complaints had been ignored.
C Gillan noted that the park at Craigpark had a very untidy pile of earth left in it. K Watt to follow 
up. All other correspondence had been forwarded as appropriate.

KW

KW

9 Planning
9.1 Barratt David Wilson - Freelands Farm

Application was refused by the committee and by the Council, has now been appealed to Scottish 
Government.

9.2 Stewart Milne - Ratho Park Road
9.3 Park Lane (Rick Finc Assoc) - Baird Road/Freelands Road
9.4 Brewster & Sons – Baird Road, cement works

9.2, 9.3, 9.4 – see minute 3.11 regarding briefing with developers. 
9.5 Garden District

9.6 Flying Scot Lowcost Airport Parking

9.7 Old Gas Works Site

9.8 Bridle path from Jupiter Artland

9.9 West Craigs

9.10 Ardchuille, Baird Road/Harvest Road

9.5 – 9.10: nothing to report

9.11 The Council has produced a draft Planning Concordat 2016, outlining the rights and 
responsibilities of all involved in the planning process, including community councils. There are 
some changes from the current concordat, but nothing major. G Low noted that one difference is 
that it puts a greater burden on community councils when responding to major applications to 
ensure they reflect the views of the community as a whole, there is a greater onus to measure 
views. He requested comments from members by Thursday. 

9.12 We have been advised about a proposed development of 40 houses at Wilkieston, although it is 
technically in West Lothian. There will be a public exhibition, and we have asked for Bonnington 
to be leafleted. 

9.13 R Godfree was concerned, given the number of possible additional developments, whether we 
had a clear picture of Ratho's capacity in terms of school places, surgery, roads, sewage, etc. It 
was noted that the new surgery took account of the numbers, and there was additional flat land at 
the school where further classrooms could be placed although it is used at playtime, but roads 
and sewage were another matter.

10 Transport
Nothing to report.

11 NHS Provision
Dr Simpson remains signed off, with no return date. Dr Miranda continues to work on Friday 
afternoons and Dr Mackie on Tuesday mornings, and locum cover for the next two months has 
been agreed with Dr Ali and Dr Maxwell. If at any time there is no GP cover, patients will be 
triaged by another practice. Detailed guidelines have been put on the website for patients 
requiring specific information or links to specific conditions. People should be encouraged to use 
the website, which will be kept updated: the link is 
www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/gp/rathosurgery . One of the receptionists has left, and it may be 
the start of August before the post is filled.
Sign-off of the legal agreement for the new surgery is still awaited. The next Project Board 
meeting is in July.
The PPG has had several meetings. They are awaiting updated figures for registered patients. 
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12 Neighbourhood Partnerships
J Wightman and G Low attended a meeting regarding the resilience plan. This is a pilot 2-year 
project, community councils in Juniper Green and Stockbridge have also come on board.
The EACC held a meeting on the community purchase of land. 
A walkabout in Ratho will take place on Tuesday 28 June, please let K Watt have a note of any 
issues by Sunday.
A Fraser noted that Freelands Road is becoming dangerous due to overgrowth of verges. It is not 
clear whether the Council or landowner is responsible. 
G Low attended a meeting of the South West Communities Forum, where the single item on the 
agenda was the future use and need of the forum. It was decided to keep it going, to meet again 
in August to reconstitute it and elect a new chair. Its purpose would still largely be to discuss 
planning and other shared issues. 

ALL

13 Airport Report
A consultation is being carried out regarding proposed changes to flight paths. S Bisset has been 
asked to find out from Ratho Station residents if they want a special meeting. It would affect 
Newbridge, but not Ratho or Ratho Station.

SB

14 RADCC Communications
Tweets/retweets – 55
Members on Google Group – 166 
Updates sent out – 6

15 AOCB
Community council elections will take place in September. Cllr B Henderson will be the Returning 
Officer for Ratho.
Suggestions were welcomed for street names for any possible developments.
C Gillan reported that a property on Baird Road had a garden that was completely overgrown, 
and overrun with rats. The Council had not been helpful. If private property, the responsibility is 
with the owner, but Environmental Health should be contacted.

ALL

CG/DH

16 Dates of Future Meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 18th July Monday 17th October
Monday 15th August Monday 21st November
Monday 19th September – Church Hall, Ratho      Monday 19th December
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