
Approved minutes July 2016 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 18 July 2016 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho

Present: G Low (Vice Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, A Fraser, S Bisset, C Gillan, E Gray

In attendance: Cllr R Henderson, PC A Douds (Almond), PC A Murdoch, Sgt C Richardson (Pentland 
Hills), one member of the public

Apologies: J Wightman, J Couper, D Hunter, G Lindhurst MSP, Cllrs N Work, D Heslop, B Henderson

Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 20th June were approved, with amendment as proposed by email. 
Proposed:  R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

3 Matters arising/action points 
3.1 (3.2) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – Ongoing. SB

3.2 (3.3) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – Nothing to report.

3.3 (3.5) Disabled access to canal towpath – Being monitored. It is being investigated further but 
funding is required.

3.4 (3.6) White lining on A71 & mud on road – Nothing to report at this stage, it is dependent on the 
Council's allocation of funds, yet to be decided.

3.5 (3.7) Lamppost-attached festive lights – Nothing to report.

3.6 (3.8) Broadband connection – Nothing to report.

3.7 (3.9) Resting place sculptures – Nothing to report. Leaflets re the Union Canal Unlocked project 
were circulated.

3.8 (3.10) War memorial at Ratho Station – J Wightman to discuss with Lucy Henderson. JW

3.9 (3.12) Surgery leaflet – Ongoing, A Fraser hopes to begin work on content shortly. AF/EG

3.10 (3.14) Clifton Hall School – Nothing to report.
3.11 (4) Cars in school grounds and misuse of disabled parking spaces – J Wightman has had 

clarification that use of these disabled spaces is a CLD (Community Learning & Development) 
matter, coming under the Education Department, and cannot be enforced by police. Elected 
members may be able to add weight to enforcement of spaces via the Education Dept. 
Cllr Henderson agreed to take this forward. RH

3.12 (8) West Neighbourhood Office re TTROs – K Watt has submitted a written complaint about short 
notice of TTROs, asking to be alerted well in advance in future to allow the opportunity for 
negotiation with Lothian Buses. A response is awaited.

3.13 (8) Ratho Station flyover park – K Watt has written again; the situation is not much better 
although the grass has been cut.

3.14 (8) Pile of earth at Craigpark – Investigated by C Gillan and members of the Environment Group; 
apparently the Friends of Craigpark wished it to be left like that, although Craig Dunlop is 
arranging for the grass to be cut. Remove as action point.

3.15 (13) Flight path consultation – S Bisset believed that Newbridge residents were not overly 
concerned regarding the proposed changes; flight noise is there all the time anyway, so there will 
be little difference. It was likely to be of concern only to residents further out over West Lothian. 
Agreed no meeting required, and this action point to be removed. 

3.16 (15) Garden at Baird Road – C Gillan confirmed this was in the process of being dealt with, 
between the owner of the property and Environmental Health. Remove as action point.
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4 Police Report: 
Nothing major to report from this area since last meeting. 
Break-in at business premises at Newbridge industrial estate, TV stolen.
K Watt had received a query concerning a caravan parked for four weeks in a turning circle at 
West Croft; PC Murdoch to investigate with the Council whether or not any action can be taken.
As always at this time, the crime picture in the area was distorted by the Highland Show, with 
alcohol-related antisocial behaviour, thefts from stalls, etc. Apart from that: a car was vandalised 
at Ratho Station; there was an attempt to steal a car at Newbridge, 2 males caught and charged; 
a windscreen was smashed at Ratho Station; an individual was caught in possession of cannabis 
at Newbridge and charged; a male was assaulted in an apparent 'road rage' incident in Ratho 
Station; and a male was arrested in possession of a knife and cannabis, having committed a 
breach of the peace, this was believed to be an isolated incident with no danger to the public.
S Bisset was aware of theft of lead from a house roof in Winchburgh area. That was outwith the 
areas reported, and there was no evidence of such thefts in our area.
There had been several reports on Facebook of a white van in Ratho, driven by a male, with a 
female trying house doors and also trying to gain access to houses by appearing distressed. PC 
Murdoch was alerted to these reports by K Watt, but there had been no direct reports to police.
The 20mph zones would be implemented from 31st July. There would undoubtedly be issues; 
police will monitor and identify any 'hot spots' where they may do occasional speed checks etc.

PC 
Murdoch

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr R Henderson had only one issue to mention; he had received an email from Mark Keane 
advising that tender returns for the new surgery construction had come in higher than anticipated. 
Mr Keane had assured Cllr Henderson that he continues to be in negotiation with NHS Lothian 
about finding a solution. The legal agreement has therefore not yet been concluded. 

6 Chair's report
G Low reported notes from J Wightman:
The last month had been more than fully taken up with planning matters. She was contacted by 
the press regarding the Hatton Mains proposal; G Low was also contacted by Radio Forth.
With all the current planning applications, nearly 2,000 new houses were proposed in and around 
Ratho, and J Wightman felt it was important for the Community Council, as a long-term action, to 
develop some clarity and a community action plan. This will involve consulting with people in the 
community, and there needs to be discussion about how best to do that. It was felt that separate 
plans for Ratho, Ratho Station and Newbridge would be best, as the needs/wishes of residents 
were likely to be different in each area, but pulled together into one document. All to consider, for 
further discussion. 
J Wightman also wished to remind the meeting about the forthcoming community council 
elections, in particular to consider whether any younger people could be encouraged to stand. 
The nomination period is 5-26 September and elections, if required, take place on 27 October. 

ALL

7 Treasurer's report
A copy of the audited accounts has been sent to the Community Liaison Officer at Drumbrae.
The annual grant from Edinburgh Council of £629.88 has been received.

8 Secretary's report
Correspondence with Lothian Buses and West Neighbourhood Office already mentioned; 
everything else has been forwarded by email.

9 Planning
To keep tabs on all the current planning issues, K Watt has produced a 'Planning Watchlist' 
(copies circulated). It will be circulated for each meeting, when/if there are any changes. 
Proposed Edinburgh Local Development Plan
On 5th July, the City of Edinburgh Council received feedback from Scottish Government Reporters 
on the LDP (Local Development Plan) for Edinburgh, highlighting “unresolved issues”. One of the 
key recommendations is that the LDP should not be modified to include further housing land 
release at strategic level, but there were still questions about housing land supply shortfalls in the 
short term. The Council will consider the recommendations on 5th September, and a new 
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Edinburgh LDP should be adopted before the end of 2016.
C Gillan questioned whether applications already in the pipeline would simply be carried through, 
in the period before the new LDP is produced. G Low confirmed that he, J Wightman (and 
possibly K Watt) would meet with Nancy Jamieson, the Planning Department's Appeals & Review 
Team Manager, to clarify that point, along with a number of other general planning issues. Ms 
Jamieson felt it would be helpful to have a policy planner in attendance, and would shortly 
suggest suitable dates.
The Strategic Development Planning Authority for Edinburgh & South East Scotland (SESPlan)
A SESPlan summary was issued in the last couple of weeks, providing a flavour of what might be 
expected when the plan is published; it forms a plan/vision covering 20 years to 2038. A greater 
proportion of the region's housing needs will be met in and around Edinburgh. It appears that 
green belt erosion is likely along long-term growth corridors.
The Edinburgh Planning Concordat 2016 (Draft)
RADCC submitted comments on the draft revised Edinburgh Planning Concordat; Nancy 
Jamieson thanked us for them, and reported that the draft had been changed to address a 
number of the points made. The revised document goes to Planning Committee for approval on 
11th August.

9.1 Barratt David Wilson/Freelands Farm development
This has been appealed to the Scottish Government. A Reporter has been appointed, and a 
hearing/enquiry is likely to be arranged. G Low has informed the reporter that RADCC would wish 
to participate in the hearing. It was noted that the site is currently looking “unfarmed”. C Gillan 
suggested that having to negotiate the bridge would make it virtually impossible for wheelchair 
users to access the heart of the village.

9.2 95 Baird Road (Old Concrete Works)
Meeting held with the developer and agents on 30th June, attended by five RADCC members. 
The closing date for comments was the 15th July 2016, and after due consideration RADCC put in 
a letter of objection. Despite positive aspects of the proposal, in particular being a brownfield site, 
similar objections applied as to other applications, ie roads, public transport, public services, etc

9.3 Cemetery to M8 (Park Lane)
The developer and agents were invited to the meeting in June, but following the public exhibitions 
that they held, they deferred meeting with RADCC, saying they wished time to consider feedback 
and that they intended to meet the Planning Dept in July. They suggest meeting with RADCC 
when they have made some progress. 

9.4 Land 202 Metres Northeast of 60 Ratho Park Road (Stewart Milne)
Meeting held with the developer and agents on 30th June. They are now proposing a new design, 
possibly 100 houses, two-storey maximum. They claim to have taken heed of everything the Re-
porter mentioned, and are proposing a footbridge over the canal to improve site connectivity.

9.5 Craigpark Quarry
The 'wave park' idea was abandoned due to lack of funding, but a PAN has now been received 
for a countryside park with water leisure facilities, a caravan park and glamping facilities.   Access 
would be from Wilkieston Road at the entrance for the Manager’s house and store. Consultations 
will be held in at EICA and Ratho Community Centre on 12th and 19th September respectively.

9.6 Wilkieston
West Lothian Council has approved this PAN and public consultation plans. There will be a public 
event at Linburn Centre, and presentations are proposed to local community councils, including 
RADCC (date to be arranged). The application is from Stirling Development, same as the Calder-
wood development. 

9.7 Hatton Mains
The PAN, for 1,200 new homes, was received on 30th June with no warning. Public consultations 
have been proposed at Heriot Watt University; it has been suggested to the developers that, due 
to the difficulties of public transport, a public meeting is held in Ratho, as well as a meeting with 
RADCC. An update has been requested from the Planning Dept, nothing yet received.

10 Transport
Nothing to report.

11 NHS Provision
Dr Miranda has left the surgery, so the Friday afternoon slot is vacant. The Practice Manager is 
now on sick leave for 4-6 weeks; NHS Lothian will try to get someone in twice a week. 
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Dr Simpson is still on sick leave. It is hoped that a new receptionist will be in place in August. 
Triage cover by another practice continues to be provided at times when a GP is not present.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships
A walkabout took place on 28 June. There were complaints about grass in the middle of the 
village not being cut, and it was done by that afternoon. The only other suggestion was for a 
handrail on the bridge, which would likely not be possible due to the narrowness of the pavement. 

13 Airport Report
There is a meeting on 8th August, K Watt to attend. KW

14 RADCC Communications
Tweets/retweets – 21
Members on Google Group – 170
Updates sent out – 5, mostly re planning

15 AOCB
The member of the public who was present reiterated his point that the plans concerning the 
airport flight path consultation were not clear. 
R Godfree was keen to have a definitive answer as to where fibre-optic broadband extended to. 
K Watt to forward the link which allows individuals to check the location and status of their 
nearest box. 

KW

16 Dates of Future Meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 15th August Monday 21st November
Monday 19th September – Church Hall, Ratho Monday 19th December
Monday 17th October      
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