
Approved  minutes August 2016 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 15th August 2016 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, R Godfree, C Gillan, D Hunter, J Couper, E Gray

In attendance: PC A Murdoch (Pentland Hills), M Thomson MP, G Lindhurst MSP, J Wake, 1 member of 
public

Apologies: A Fraser, S Bisset, Cllr B Henderson

Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 18th July were approved. 
Proposed:  R Godfree Seconded: C Gillan

3 Matters arising/action points 
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB

3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – Nothing to report.

3.3 (3.3) Disabled access to canal towpath – Nothing to report.

3.4 (3.4) White lining on A71 & mud on road – Nothing to report. RG

3.5 (3.5) Lamppost-attached festive lights – Nothing to report. KW

3.6 (3.6) Broadband connection – A meeting is to be held tomorrow with the farmer and BT 
representatives regarding siting the box in the park; it seems BT are now prepared to meet the 
cost, so it is hoped the matter will progress soon. 

3.7 (3.7) Resting place sculptures – Nothing to report. KW

3.8 (3.10) War memorial at Ratho Station – JW to discuss with Lucy Henderson, and also to check 
if Hillside Primary still wish to have a wreath for Remembrance Day.

JW

3.9 (3.9) Surgery leaflet – ongoing AF/EG

3.10 (3.10) Clifton Hall School – Nothing to report.

3.11 (3.11) Cars in school grounds and misuse of disabled parking spaces – Cllr R Henderson 
intended to discuss this matter with the Head Teacher once schools are back. J Wightman to 
send Cllr Henderson a note regarding her discussion with Dave Stewart.

JW/
RH

3.12 (3.12) West Neighbourhood Office re TTROs – Nothing to report. KW

3.13 (3.13) Ratho Station flyover park – Nothing to report.

3.14 (6) Community action plan – For discussion under AOCB if time permits.

4 Police Report: 
PC Murdoch (Pentland) reported that the written report could now be retained by RADCC. The 
following had occurred since the previous meeting:
Housebreakings – On 27 July, 3 garages in Hallcroft, Ratho were broken into but nothing 
stolen. Similar crimes have occurred in Balerno and Oxgangs, perpetrators may have been 
looking for something specific, e.g. motorbikes. A house in Gogarburn was broken into and a 
car, motorbike and various items including jewellery were stolen, owners were on holiday.
Assaults – None.
Road safety initiatives – The new 20mph limit is now in place, random speed checks will be 
conducted as and when possible.
Theft – On 20 July, a motorbike was stolen from the multi-storey car park at RBS Gogarburn, 
and attempts made to steal 2 other motorbikes. Enquiries are ongoing.
Hate crimes – None.
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As noted at 3.14, the caravan was moved very quickly. However, PC Murdoch was asked to 
establish the legality of the situation for future reference. K Watt to pass on details of a car that 
has been sitting in a road in West Croft for at least two weeks.
There was concern about the caravan near the canal path at Lin's Mill, the path nearby was 
covered in human excrement; J Wake to send details to K Watt who will inform the relevant 
canal contact.
Some children, aged around 10-12, had been making a nuisance of themselves, including 
pulling branches off trees, around the picnic area at the canal, running through residents' 
gardens, etc. Names, if found out, to be passed to the police.  

PC Murdoch
KW

J Wake/
KW

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr R Henderson had attended a recent meeting of the PPG (Patient Participation Group); it 
was a very good meeting, members of the group were keen to express their concern to ensure 
they are in the loop for communications. He had no further updates about the financial 
negotiations on the new surgery, but he knew that all involved were keen to put a package 
together that worked for everyone, and he remains optimistic.
The road patching work to be carried out at Hillview Cottages may attract some complaints, as 
it is not particularly attractive, but it does have a practical purpose.
Cllr B Henderson reported via the Chairman that Dalmahoy Road junction was to be discussed 
at Transport & Environment Committee at the end of August. He had no update regarding the 
canal (it is assumed this means the possible footbridge). 
G Lindhurst MSP was elected as a list MSP in May, and little happened in the few weeks before 
recess. He looked forward to getting into business properly from September. The programme of 
the SNP government was not yet known, but will probably cover planning, and new powers 
coming to the Scottish government. From an opposition point of view, it would depend whether 
opposition parties agree, for example on repealing the act concerning offensive behaviour at 
football matches. He sits on 2 committees, Economy and Social Security. In the meantime, he 
was dealing with hundreds of emails from constituents, on a wide range of topics, and looked 
forward to attending some community council meetings in Lothian. 
M Thomson MP was pleased to be at the meeting; as she is required to spend 4 days a week in 
London, so the recess was a good opportunity to catch up with local matters and concerns. She 
too has a number of cases in hand, on a range of matters including immigration cases and 
personal independence payments. There is a lot of information on her Facebook page. She sits 
on the Business, Innovation & Skills Select Committee, which is genuinely very collaborative 
across parties and very rewarding. She relied on her team to keep her up to date on local 
matters, and will do her best to help where she can. 
J Wightman highlighted for elected members that RADCC's main concern at the moment is 
planning. Ratho is a village of 850 houses, and applications were in the pipeline for 1,850 
houses. The volume of work required of community councils was sometimes slightly 
overwhelming. 
An updated planning watch list was circulated. This had been developed to keep track of the 
status of major and local planning applications etc. 

6 Chair's report
A Ratho Children’s Forum is meeting on Wednesday 17th August, to which the Community 
Council was invited. The aim is for Gala Day organisers to get all young people's groups 
together. J Wightman will not be able to attend, but is happy to be phoned if necessary, as she 
is keen to support the group's work. 

7 Treasurer's report
Reminder from the Treasurer to order wreath/s for Remembrance Sunday.

8 Secretary's report
20mph leaflets and car stickers had been made available. There had been some comments on 
social media, mostly thinking 20mph was too slow. Many were not happy with the 30mph limit 
extending to the railway bridge on Freelands Road, this will be monitored.
Letter from NHS, to be dealt with under agenda item 11.
Information had been received regarding community council elections, there were printouts for 
local interest groups, also a letter regarding paperwork which is coming in a pack. Forms are 
available from the Returning Officer (in our case, Bill Henderson) on 5th September. There will 
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be publicity, and information will go out to Google groups. J Wightman noted that anyone can 
only propose one other resident. 

9 Planning
Edinburgh Local Development Plan (LDP) – City of Edinburgh Council meets on 5th September 
with a view to taking a decision on the Reporter's feedback and comments, and it was hoped 
that a plan would be in place around the end of October/start of November which will form a 
blueprint for the next few years. None of the sites around Ratho currently being promoted by 
developers have been included in the LDP. 
SESPlan – The SW Communities Forum, led principally by Balerno, Currie and Juniper Green, 
has written asking for the SESPlan to be delayed until the LDP is finalised. There is a meeting 
with the Forum at the end of August, G Low will attend.

9.1 Garden District:  Called in by Scottish Government 29/7/2016. 

9.2 Barratt David Wilson/Freelands Farm development: Following refusal of the application by 
the Planning Committee and the full Council, Barratt appealed and a Reporter has been 
appointed. A public enquiry may be held, and RADCC has indicated the desire to make a 
presentation if that happens. 

9.3 95 Baird Road (Old Concrete Works): Withdrawn before the closing date for comments, 
reason unknown. Noted with interest that tons of road material are now being stored on the site.

9.4 Cemetery to M8: A public consultation was held in the village, where a considerable degree of 
objection was demonstrated. The developer had been invited to a meeting with RADCC, but 
following the consultation they withdrew from the meeting, saying they wished more time to 
consider public responses and to have further meetings with the Planning Department.

9.5 Land 202 Metres Northeast Of 60 Ratho Park Road: Similar application was made 2.5 years 
ago, and after going through all processes, including an appeal, was turned down. This is the 
same site, but now both sides of farm track and more houses. A public consultation was held, 
no application has yet been submitted.

9.6 Craigpark Quarry: G Low had emailed the developer to confirm a meeting to discuss their 
proposals. They are still aiming for consultation/exhibition in September with discussion 
thereafter. 

9.7 Wilkieston: There has been a public consultation, which members attended, and have 
arranged to meet with developer 17 August. It is not in within Edinburgh boundaries, but is on 
the edge, and has implications for traffic in Ratho.

9.8 Land 320 Metres North Of Ratho Park Hotel 1A Dalmahoy Road (Hatton Mains Village): 
The developers intended to proceed with public consultation at Heriot Watt, but the Council has 
approved that a public exhibition should also be held at Ratho Community Centre, with an 
evening session, and further information should be provided to RADCC. Noted that the same 
developers wish to build in Balerno.

9.9 Bridle path from Jupiter Artland
Cllr R Henderson attended a meeting with Mr Wilson from Jupiter Artland (JA) and Cliftonhall 
residents. It was felt that communication between JA and local residents had been poor, 
resulting in the meeting being quite adversarial to begin with, but it was eventually very 
constructive, in terms of how plans could be delivered with minimal impact to the residents. The 
proposed new road would be an entrance only, minimising safety concerns. Cllr Henderson had 
offered to be involved in future meetings if that would be helpful but had heard nothing more. 
RADCC has remained neutral on the proposals, but it was pointed out that the biggest single 
issue for Bonnington residents was that JA could not get heavy goods vehicles onto the site 
other than through Bonnington and these proposals would not alleviate this problem, which the 
original proposed  two-way access was intended to solve. 

9.1 Manager’s office/residence Craigpark Quarry: This is the third application, the building is 
now higher on the horizon than originally proposed. The concern is that there have been 
several  applications regarding the Country Park, there seems to be no clear perspective on its 
aim, and it was difficult to agree a “manager's residence” without knowing what the park is 
going to be. 

GL
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10 Transport
A replacement bus stop is to be erected on Dalmahoy Road (southbound), for the previously 
damaged one. 
A member reported an elderly resident being most upset as she needed to take 3 buses to get 
to Western General Hospital to visit her sister. It remains a major concern that there is no direct 
bus link to the centre of Edinburgh, but meetings at the highest level of both City of Edinburgh 
Council and Lothian Buses had shown that it could not be afforded. The Ratho service was the 
most expensive of all subsidised services. J Wightman suggested that anyone objecting to any 
planning application should comment that if the application was approved, a direct bus service 
must be provided.

11 NHS Provision
There was no update from the Project Board. The Practice Manager is now back at work.
NHS has sent details of proposed new boundaries of the joint Kirkliston/Winchburgh practice. 
Our boundaries remain unaffected as detailed on the PPG webpages. It strictly does not now 
cover Ratho Station, although existing patients are able to stay with Ratho. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships
A new list of meeting dates had been received. At the moment, there is nobody on the Health 
Panel, and there is nothing about Education currently.
The Funding Panel meets on Wednesday, there are no applications from Ratho this time. 
There will be a talk by a Scottish Canals Archivist on Wednesday 31st August at 7.00pm, as part 
of the Union Canal Unlocked project. [Post-meeting note: venue confirmed, Ratho Church Hall.]  

13 Airport Report
At the last Consultation Committee meeting, priority issues were identified as: incoming 
baggage handling delays; UK Border delays; and facilities for persons of reduced mobility. All 
are being addressed. There will be consultation re a master plan in October or November, one 
issue to be addressed is road access. There is going to be a Noise Group instituted in the near 
future to report independently on airport noise, with representation from community councils.
A request from Edinburgh Airport Watch had been circulated to a number of community 
councils to urge suspension of the current noise consultation. This group is connected to the 
Green Party. They had also corresponded with local MSPs. It was accepted that airport noise is 
a nuisance, but the airport generates employment and supports the tourist trade, so there was a 
balance to be achieved. 

14 RADCC Communications
Tweets/retweets – 12
Members on Google Group – 1 new
Updates sent out – 3

15 AOCB
D Hunter noted that a judoka who trains at EICC had won a medal at the Olympics; she will 
pass details to K Watt with a view to a congratulatory message of some kind being issued. 
The Rotary Club has offered to donate 4,000 crocuses for planting later in year, and this has 
been gratefully accepted. The Environment Group will liaise with the Parks Department to agree 
where they should be planted (not the canal bank, as they do not accept non-native species). 
It is expected to have a meeting at 6.30pm before the next meeting, with Country Park 
developers.

DH/KW

16 Dates of Future Meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 19th September – Church Hall, Ratho Monday 21st November
Monday 17th October Monday 19th December
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