
Approved minutes September 2016 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 19th September 2016 at 7.15pm in the Church Hall, Ratho 
Parish Church, Ratho

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, J Couper, C Gillan, A Fraser, E Gray

In attendance: Cllrs N Work, B Henderson, G MacDonald MSP, PC R Stewart

Apologies: S Bisset, R Godfree, D Hunter, G Low, Cllrs L Paterson, R Henderson & A Shields, 
Gordon Lindhurst MSP

Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 15th August were approved, with one amendment: item 3.6, amend “Mr 
Farmer” to “the farmer”.
Proposed:  C Gillan Seconded: J Couper

3 Matters arising/action points 

3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB

3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark, funding for bridge – nothing to report

3.3 (3.3) Disabled access to canal towpath – nothing to report

3.4 (3.4) White lining on A71 & mud on road – Following reports on social media about mud on 
Wilkieston Road from lorries servicing the country park, and the road sweeper pushing mud into 
gullies, K Watt found that several gullies were completely choked. She has asked SW 
Neighbourhood Office to write to the developer and to get the gullies cleared.

KW

3.5 (3.5) Lamppost-attached festive lights – Confirmation has been received that, due to the height of 
our lampposts (5 and 6m), Council policy did not permit attachment of light strings or other 
decoration. She proposed therefore to configure the light strings differently, and requested 
agreement to spend £148.20 on another transformer etc, as quoted by supplier; proposed by J 
Wightman, seconded by A Fraser. 
A Fraser has been asked if (a) lights could be put up earlier and (b) lights could be put on more 
than one tree, and the individual concerned had offered to donate funds to do so. However, only 
15 strings can be put up from one lamppost, there were 14 last year, also the next nearest tree 
was too far away. K Watt to check back with Lighting Department if anything more can be done. KW

3.6 (3.6) Broadband connection – BT report that they are still working on finding a suitable location. 

3.7 (3.7) Resting place sculptures – nothing to report, attention has been focussed on the Union 
Canal Unlocked project.

3.8 (3.8) War memorial at Ratho Station – Lucy Henderson has gone to Corstorphine Primary, on a 
year's secondment as Acting Head. However, children at Hillwood will lay a wreath on 11th 

November, J Wightman has been asked to attend. The Council officer responsible for memorials 
did not believe the War Memorials Trust would allow the addition of names, so all that could be 
done would be landscaping.

JW

3.9 (3.9) Surgery leaflet – leaflet wording is being worked on this week. AF

3.10 (3.11) Cars in school grounds and misuse of disabled parking spaces – Cllr R Henderson will 
report back on this.

RH

3.11 (3.12) West Neighbourhood Office re TTROs – K Watt had experienced great difficulty in making 
contact with staff at this office. Cllr Work noted that there had been a lot of staff changes; he has 
been promised a list of contacts once all staff are in place, which he will pass on.

NW/KW

3.12 (3.14) Community action plan – to be held over to a future date
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3.13 (4) Long-term parked vehicles – nothing to report PC 
Murdoch

3.14 (4) Caravan at Lin's Mill – nothing to report JW/KW

3.15 (15) Congratulatory message – Gordon Lindhurst had tweeted congratulations to the person 
concerned, this was widely circulated.

4 Police Report: 
PC Stewart, who will shortly be moving to Response, delivered a report prepared by PC Murdoch. 
There will now be 3 community policing teams, but PC Stewart emphasised that Community 
policing was not under threat. Cllr B Henderson confirmed that they had rebalanced the number 
of non-Community officers to put more on to Response. 
Report for the period since last RADCC meeting
Housebreakings: none in Ratho, two in Newbridge, both businesses, limited lines of enquiry. 
Assaults – one minor assault between neighbours in Newbridge.
Road Safety/Initiatives – the new 20mph limit is in force in many areas, random checks being 
carried out.
Theft – van broken into in Newbridge Industrial Estate and a number of new pedal bikes stolen; 
container broken into in Newbridge Industrial Estate and tools valued at over £2,000 stolen; Land 
Rover stolen from farm at Roddinglaw Road; van stolen from Cliftonhall Road Industrial Estate; 
unsuccessful attempt to cut lock of container at Ingliston.
Hate Crime – none
J Wightman reported that Bonnington residents were concerned that a child of 5 was going round 
houses asking for wifi passwords. Although the matter was handled by West Lothian police, she 
wondered why such an incident did not appear on the police report. PC Stewart was unsure 
whether his colleagues would have been aware of the incident but would investigate. 
PC Stewart was also asked about helicopters flying around Platt Hill and Newbridge, two nights in 
a row. He was unaware of the specific reason in this case, but indicated that police helicopters 
are only brought out with high-level permission. 
There had been a report on social media of a young man with a black hoodie lurking around a 
garden in West Croft the previous night; PC Stewart confirmed that it had not been reported but 
that police were aware. There had also been some concern about a young child going around the 
park on a quad bike. Any such concerns should be reported by phoning 101. 
J Wightman reported that at the Safety Sub-Committee, Ward 7 & 8 police mentioned follow-up 
meetings to safety meetings held previously, but she had heard nothing about that here. PC 
Stewart would investigate this with colleagues. He reiterated previous advice to keep everything 
locked up, and not to challenge any potential criminal action, but report it to the police.

PC 
Stewart

PC 
Stewart

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr B Henderson confirmed that, as Returning Officer for RADCC elections, he had received 
three nomination forms to date. Others were handed over.
Traffic lights at Dalmahoy junction would be going ahead, with funding to be identified in 3 
committee cycles. It was stressed that consideration of this proposal was completely separate 
from the planning application for a new village at Hatton Mains/Dalmahoy. 
Cllr Henderson will not be opposing the Cement Works application as it is a brownfield site. 
Having talked to a number of developers, he advised that RADCC should talk to and work with 
developers to get the best results for the area; expansion was clearly moving in this direction. Cllr 
Henderson notified members that he will be standing down in May.
Cllr Work had received a lot of complaints about surface dressing of roads. He stressed that it is 
not road resurfacing, it is a process designed to prolong road life, and was not being carried out 
on the worst-affected roads. 
He had been been involved in the airport consultation, on the Cramond side, there had not been 
complaints from any Newbridge residents. S Bisset had previously reported to RADCC that 
residents in Newbridge did not feel they would be further affected. A Fraser noted that on 3 
occasions the previous week, and 2 the week before, several flights, very close together, seemed 
to be directly above Ratho. K Watt noted that complaints can be lodged, giving specific details of 
the flights concerned. J Wightman is representing EACC on the committee chaired by Sue Bruce 
to investigate how the consultation was carried out.
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Gordon MacDonald MSP noted that an independent planning review opened in summer, with 48 
recommendations, most of which the Scottish government has said it will accept. There will be 
consultation this autumn and spring on the recommendations, with a view to a bill being 
presented next year. Tony Harris, on behalf of EACC, is on one of the working committees which 
is trying to tighten up guidance. Mr MacDonald also stressed the importance of early 
communications between developers and the community. He had asked a question in parliament 
the previous week about land registry; every year, all local authorities report on derelict and 
vacant land, which is pulled together into a Scottish list. The amount of derelict space would be 
sufficient to build half a million homes, although not all of it was where it was needed. It was 
noted that councils cannot force developers to build on brownfield sites.

6 Chair's report
The deadline for submission of nomination forms for RADCC election is 26 September.
RADCC has been given 4,000 crocus bulbs to plant in the area, through Currie & Balerno Rotary 
Club. The Environment Group is leading on dealing with these.

7 Treasurer's report
Payment of £83.93 has been made for Remembrance Day wreaths.
J Wightman requested £20 for hire of the bowling club, for a meeting of South West Communities 
Forum, proposed by J Couper, seconded by K Watt and agreed.

8 Secretary's report
All correspondence had been forwarded as appropriate.

9 Planning

9.1 95 Baird Road (Old Concrete Works):  It is understood that this application is being 
resubmitted.

9.2 Wilkieston: A second exhibition had been held, the developers having taken on board responses 
from the first one.

9.3 Land 320 Metres North Of Ratho Park Hotel 1A Dalmahoy Road (Hatton Mains): A public 
exhibition/consultation is to be held in Ratho on Monday 26th September, in the Community 
Centre, 4.30-8.30pm. A meeting with the developers will be arranged at a later date to discuss 
feedback and any suggested amendments to their proposals.

9.4 Manager’s office/residence Craigpark Quarry: A letter had been submitted in respect of 
repeated changes to the application and lack of knowledge about the nature/purpose of the park.

9.5 Harvest Road: There was some support for a suggestion from a resident in respect of the road at 
Piggery Bends; rather than widen the road, it could be made single track and traffic lights 
installed, and the pavement widened. 

10 Transport
The replacement bus stop on Dalmahoy Road has now been erected.

11 NHS Provision
A Fraser reported that the finances, planning and legal basis for the new surgery had been 
agreed and all that now remained was for the contractor to sign the contractual agreement. Mr 
MacDonald had met with NHS on Friday and understood that the paperwork would be signed 
very soon. This would be a major step forward for the village.
The open meeting of the PPG was well attended; there had been a lot of subsequent 
correspondence and two new members had joined the group. The AGM had been held and the 
office-bearers remained the same. One of the new members has established and will administer 
a Facebook page; although the page is public, posts will be moderated before posting. 
There had been no recent updates on the surgery website, NHS had requested no updates at 
present; however some updates would be made this week. 
Two new receptionists have been appointed. There was no update from Dr Simpson, but the 
locums being used are happy to continue, increasing consistency for patients. Practice nurses 
were also doing an excellent job. There had been some negative comments on social media, but 
in fact Ratho is well off in comparison to some areas in Edinburgh.
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12 Neighbourhood Partnerships
Pentlands NP public meeting is being held on 27th September at Colinton Bowling Club.
Pentlands NP is holding a Parks and Greenspace Workshop at St Cuthbert's Episcopal Church, 
Colinton on 25th October, 5.45-7.00pm, for residents and groups to find out how they can get 
involved in their local parks and improve local green spaces. 
There will be a walkabout next Tuesday, 27th September. Any issues to be notified to K Watt by 
Saturday. ALL

13 Airport Report
nothing to report

14 RADCC Communications
Tweets/retweets – 24
Twitter followers – 15 new
Members on Google Group – 2 new, 1 resigned, total 172
Updates sent out – 3

15 AOCB
Garden bins had not been lifted since Thursday; the whole village has been missed out. K Watt to 
email Cllr B Henderson; he noted that this was a major issue for the council, and the more 
information he has the better he can make the case. 
Dates for next year's meetings will be circulated shortly. 

KW/BH

16 Dates of Future Meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 17th October Monday 19th December
Monday 21st November (tbc)
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