
Approved minutes February 2017 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 27th February 2017 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, G Low, A Fraser, J Couper, R McMeddes
In attendance: Cllr R Henderson, Cllr B Henderson, G Lindhurst MSP, G Bruce (prospective councillor), 

G MacDonald MSP, PC A Murdoch (Pentland Hills), 5 members of the public
Apologies: Cllr N Work, R Godfree, S Bissett, D Hunter

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 16 January were approved,
Proposed: G Low Seconded: J Couper

3 Police Report
Housebreaking: 
- Tiso's shop in the climbing centre on 15th February, high value jackets totalling £20,000 stolen
- attempted break-in at North Street, tool marks found on door, not successful
Assault:
- 2 minor assaults during dance event at Ingliston on 25th February
Road safety: nothing to report
Theft:
- car batteries stolen at Newbridge Industrial Estate on 20th January
Hate crimes: none reported
Antisocial behaviour:
- Youths reported to be playing around on roofs of garages behind North Street on 29 th January, 
PC Murdoch spoke with the informant who stated no damage had been caused.
- Young males reported trying to break into a bike shed but had been chased away 
Efforts have been made to regularly patrol in Ratho to curb the number of youth issues. Police will 
continue patrols with the aim of speaking with any youths they meet and trying to deter further 
antisocial behaviour.
PC Murdoch had received training regarding the Neighbourhood Watch Scotland scheme. 
Residents can register online as individuals or as co-ordinator for a group, and timely messages 
can then be sent by email to all those registered in a specific area about ongoing incidents. 

4 Kick On – briefing
In June 2016, Dale Greenan of A-Star Sports approached West End police, with a view to forming 
an alliance to help reduce antisocial behaviour. He is a sports coach, running classes in west 
Edinburgh and West Lothian. They have been in talks since then, but being a company makes it 
difficult to get funding. If funding was provided for a hall/venue, they proposed to run classes for 
10-13 and 13-16 year olds, and also a coaching programme for 16-20 year olds. Fee per session 
would be around £1.00-2.00 max. The project is called Kick On. A-Star Sports is a private 
franchise; in July, Dale and another person are forming a new business called Bumble Bee 
Sports, but the project will still trade as Kick On. Various questions were asked, responses as 
follows:

• usually 10 sessions, covering 10 sports, one session per week in different sports
• usually 14 children per class, with one coach – minimum to run would be 8
• 16-20 year olds usually around 20 per class – minimum to run would be 6
• classes are mixed, open to male and female
• child protection guidelines are in place, and all staff have PVG in place
• either a parent or police officer would also be in attendance
• although access to funding would be easier as a charity, the police preference is to 

partner with a business
• sports offered include football, rugby, cricket, hockey, basketball, handball etc
• coaching staff have their own internal training and qualifications, with input from the 

various sport governing bodies
• hope to start in August, which would give time to get venues in place and local 

advertising and presentations started, working with community police officers
• they have all the equipment needed, the only requirement is a hall

Dale was thanked for attending; the Community Council will respond to him once they have had 
the opportunity to discuss his proposal further.
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5 New Flight Path Proposals – briefing
Gordon Robertson, Director of Communications, accompanied by the Head of Engagement, and 
an Air Traffic Controller/consultant.
The first reason for the new flight path considerations was to modernise use of airspace; current 
systems were established to handle 1 million passengers per year, but that was now 12.3 million 
per year, forecast to increase by 1 million this year and to continue to grow. The runway is 
presently congested at peak times. Continued growth requires getting more planes off the runway 
more quickly, with a peak of one minute separation rather than the current two minutes. The 
second reason for the changes was to modernise to work with new technology that will be in 
place throughout the UK. 
The CAA has a robust process for airports to implement such change. This was the second part 
of the consultation process. Following the first phase of consultation, preferred options have now 
been identified, and wide consultation on these is taking place until the end of April. The 3 main 
pillars that have to be satisfied and built into the designs are community, regulatory and 
operational. While independent study has shown that the airport contributes almost £1 billion to 
the Scottish economy, impacts on people are recognised, and the aim is to be fair and impact as 
few people as possible. Copies of the consultation document were issued and the information can 
be accessed on www.letsgofurther.com. In relation to the Community Council Area (Runway 24 
over Newbridge) Route A7 is non-compliant and can be disregarded.
Currently 70-80% of flights take off on Runway 24, with 3 routes then taken off that: TALLA (over 
Pentlands), GOSAM (main route, over Livingston) and GRICE (over Sheriffmuir). It is suggested 
that TALLA should be used for propeller – non-jet – planes only, GOSAM stays the same but with 
an additional split north of Livingston, and that GRICE is tightened and also split, with another 
turn north over the Forth Bridge, ie going from 3 routes to 5. There are around 39 non-jet planes 
per day.
One of the requirements is that there should be no increase in CO2 per aircraft, which is down to 
improvement of engine design and use of more modern planes. The airport acts to improve fuel 
efficiency wherever possible, including making take-offs more fuel-efficient. Environmental 
measurements are constantly taken and performance against targets reported annually. 
Sustainable transport for airport workers is important; trams have helped enormously, and car 
share schemes and cycling to work are strongly promoted.
A resident from West Clifton, close to East Calder, pointed out that they would be directly 
impacted by the preferred route A6, and it was clear that one of the reasons it was chosen was 
because it would impact fewest people. However, he pointed out that this was a change from an 
existing to a new flight path; those living under the existing path chose to live there, whereas he 
and other West Clifton residents specifically chose not to. He also questioned whether there 
should be weighting that would take into account impact on new population areas. Mr Robertson 
stated that the baseline population data used was the most recent census (2011). There was 
considerable discussion regarding this point, including a suggestion that data from the Strategic 
Plan for South East Scotland could have been referred to, as it outlined councils' plans for 
development. Some of those present were unhappy that decisions may be taken on the basis of 
out-of-date population data.
Mr Robertson reiterated that the population density figures were based on currently available, not 
future, population data from the most recent census. He believed this was reasonable as, 
although there are numerous areas of development around the airport, all were at different stages 
in the development process, and the airport was not in a position to determine which 
developments would be completed and to what extent. Future house-buyers in those areas 
should be informed by developers, or inform themselves, about the surrounding environment. 
They are engaging with developers and planners through local councils during the airspace 
change programme; once a final decision on flight paths is made, they will look at impact on local 
communities and what steps can be taken to mitigate those impacts, including compensation. In 
designing the proposed flight path options for phase 2 of the consultation, an independent noise 
expert had advised that using population data was the most appropriate way to minimise the 
impact of flight paths. He stated that at the end of the day this is a consultation and if people feel 
the recommendation is wrong, they should say so using one of the feedback mechanisms. The 
purpose of the briefing was to garner residents' opinions. 
The airport will report back on what they have learned and will submit a report to the CAA, 
providing evidence of every comment made and every engagement that has taken place.
Cllr R Henderson asked who, when the feedback from consultation was analysed, would decide if 
the argument presented earlier regarding impact on new population areas had merit and should 
be weighted differently. Mr Robertson responded that an external company is being used to do 
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the coding of all feedback, and the airport would review the results with designers and air traffic 
controllers. He stressed that it is a consultation, not a referendum. The consultation process 
continues to be monitored by the Consultation Institute. It has so far received a ‘good practice’ 
rating. The airport is required to explain its decisions and the reasons for them to both the CAA 
and the public. That process will take place from April to July; the CAA will review the report 
between July and December. If the report is accepted, it will take 3-4 months to input the new 
system and train air traffic controllers. 
J Wightman thanked Mr Robertson and his colleagues for attending the meeting and responding 
to the queries raised. She encouraged everyone to complete feedback. J Wightman also advised 
that, in addition to this meeting, a public drop-in session could be arranged if necessary.

6 Elected members' reports
Cllr R Henderson reported that, as RADCC members were aware, due to reduced funding, a 
reduction in library opening hours had been proposed. Late on in the budget process, CEC 
became aware that there would be less of a cut than anticipated, and one of the things that he 
and others argued for was for funds to be reinstated to library services. It was not straightforward, 
in that a number of library staff had applied for voluntary redundancy. Additionally, this may only 
be a “one year fix”. Council officers were continuing to work on it and have not yet reported back. 
Cllr B Henderson had been very impressed at the strength of Ratho residents' campaign on 
behalf of the library.
Cllr B Henderson reported that funding for the traffic lights at Dalmahoy was allocated in the 
roads budget, and it would be going to the Transport Committee in March. Following that, it will 
be at least 6-9 months before the lights will be in place. He also understood that a feasibility study 
regarding a possible bridge over the canal was under way.

7 Chair's report
J Wightman encouraged everyone to attend the hustings for prospective councillors to be held in 
Currie in April. More information would be distributed via the Google group once known.
There will be a meeting with representatives from the Roads Department regarding the road at 
Piggery Bends (Harvest Road) the following week.

8 Secretary's report
K Watt had attended a meeting regarding the management of walkabouts. They used to be every 
quarter, but would now be every six months, and would concentrate on ideas for improving the 
area rather than ongoing service issues which should be reported as they arise. The Community 
Council is required to give around four weeks' notice of what we wish to look at. For further 
consideration, including ideas, at April meeting.
A very successful session had been held on 21st February to restore resting places sculptures; 
the working party, including 3 residents, helped to clean, paint and refurbish some of the 
installations.

ALL

9 NHS Provision
All updates and information relevant to the new medical centre will be put on the NHS 
communications website, not the Ratho Surgery or PPG sites (URL to be provided to K Watt 
asap). People are reminded that prescriptions take a minimum of 48 hours to fulfil. There have 
been difficulties finding GP cover for Fridays; at the moment, cover is being provided by Victoria 
Practice in Leith. Emergencies should be directed to A&E or NHS24 on 111, or of course 999. GP 
posts have now been advertised, with a closing date of 24th March.

AF

10 AOCB
Cllr B Henderson had received several communications from sports and other organisations 
looking to get funds for community benefit from developers, and he has referred them to the 
Community Council.
J Wightman thanked all for attending. She reminded members of the public that they are very 
welcome to attend future meetings and they would be invited to speak as relevant. 

11 Dates of Future Meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 20th March Monday 21st August
Monday 17th April – Church Hall, Baird Road Monday 18th September – venue TBC
Monday 15th May including AGM Monday 16th October
Monday 19th June Monday 20th November
Monday 17th July Monday 18th December
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