
Approved minutes April 2017 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 17th April 2017 at 7.15pm in the Church Hall, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray
In attendance: PC A Murdoch
Apologies: G Low, S Bisset, D Hunter, A Fraser, J Couper

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 20th March were approved.
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: J Wightman

3 Matters arising
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB

3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – nothing to report

3.3 (3.3) Disabled access to canal towpath – nothing to report

3.4 (3.4) White lining on A71 & mud on road – We have been told that white lining will not be done 
until there are funds available, so this matter should be reviewed in around 6 months.
Mud on the roads has not been so problematic due to dry weather. There was a query as to 
whether large rocks are being brought onto the site, crushed there and then removed again. 
There also appear to be stockpiles of prepared material which should not be required at this 
stage. It was understood that the country park had to be finished by the time the houses are 
finished; if that is in the legal agreement, an enforcement enquiry could be submitted in due 
course. Bonfires have been seen in the quarry site on 2 occasions. 

RG

3.5 (3.5) Lamppost-attached festive lights – nothing to report

3.6 (3.6) Broadband connection – BT Openreach still hope to achieve a positive outcome to allow 
Box 5 subscribers a fibre-optic connection. Bonnington will not be able to have super-fast 
broadband because of distance from box.

3.7 (3.7) School Parking – nothing to report

3.8 (3.8) North West Neighbourhood Office re TTROs – Situation is generally better due to improved 
communications with bus company; however even they had not been informed about the recent 
3-night closure of roads.

3.9 (3.9) Community action plan – nothing to report

3.10 (3.10) Long-term parked vehicles, Newbridge – nothing to report. 

3.11 (3.11) Poorly lit trailers at cement works – Noted that this comes under Almond rather than 
Pentland.

3.12 (3.12) Hallcroft railings – SW Neighbourhood Office have advised that funding has been sourced 
but they now have to follow the procuration process and put the work out for tender. It is hoped a 
contract will be out over the next two months. 

3.13 (3.13) Case for re-opening school kitchen JWake

3.14 (3.14) Platt Hill – nothing to report

3.15 (3.15) Piggery Bends –  Road sweepers have been up and down Harvest Road recently, the first 
time for many years. They have removed some accumulated debris back to rediscovered 
kerbing. Other parts may require manual clearing. White lines are still to be repainted.

KW

3.16 (3.16) Dog fouling – Raised at SW Localities meeting.

3.17 (3.17) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – Road surface has been reported. 
Engineers will inspect the pavement, which has not yet been adopted after being re-done for 
Cala houses.

3.18 (4) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – K Watt had met with Hillwood Quarry manager who agreed to 
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have weighbridge staff remind drivers not to cross the bridge. There are notices at the exit saying 
not to turn right, but these are not statutorily enforceable. The developer of the new surgery was 
contacted to ensure no subcontractors were using the bridge. Seagull Trust volunteers, who 
initially raised the matter, have not spotted any recent instances.

3.19 (4) School Wynd – nothing to report
3.20 (7)  Insurance cover – Insurance cover now in place. It was confirmed this did not cover litter 

picks carried out by Environment Group members. 
3.21 (10) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – J Wightman has spoken to Corstorphine 

Community Council and they have taken this matter in hand, but do not expect any change.
4 Police report

Housebreaking :
• Housebreaking on Main Street, Ratho; entry through rear window while owner was 

away. No items taken. 
Assaults: none
Road safety/initiatives:

• Accident on 29 March at Dalmahoy junction, pedestrian injured after driver, going too 
fast, misjudged width available to pass a turning car. No action yet on temporary VAS 
signs and speed reduction signage, prior to eventual installation of traffic lights.

Theft:
• Two Ford transit vans stolen on 23 March from FedEx at Ratho Station, 1 recovered in 

Glasgow the other not recovered. 
• Theft of fuel from BP station, Newbridge on 26 March, however potential for a mistake as 

it was a hire car driven by a tourist.
Hate crime:

• One incident at Norton House Hotel on 7 April, dispute about parking between two taxi 
drivers. The driver subjected to racial abuse was from Poland.

Antisocial behaviour:
• Reports of youths throwing stones at canal boats on Baird Road, unfortunately no 

officers available to attend and youths not known to informant. 
PC Murdoch reported that the new Neighbourhood Watch scheme, reported on previously, was 
being used in Balerno. There are already schemes in place in Lidgate Shot and The Moorings, 
but it was not clear that there was interest from any other Ratho residents. 
S Bisset to clarify points raised regarding complaints about parking in Newbridge, specifically 
which part of Bridge Street. Noted, in relation to the complaint about dog fouling around Huly Hill, 
that this land belongs to Historic Scotland so Environmental Wardens will not deal with it. 

SB

5 Elected members' reports
None

6 Chair's report
For the walkabout in June, J Wightman wished to look at thoughts on parking in Ratho, and 
suggestions for improving/increasing parking. K Watt had been informed that only one 
Community Council member would be permitted, but it was believed that one or two would be 
acceptable. J Wightman would speak to the appropriate person regarding the principle of only 
one person being permitted, as it was felt to be unsafe from a personal safety point of view.

ALL

7 Treasurer's report
The year-end accounts were prepared and ready for auditing. Overall the accounts show income 
of around £40 more than expended, but taking into account expenses of £248 for additional 
lights etc, expenditure exceeded income by £206 over the year. R Godfree to check that the bal-
ance does not exceed 2x grant received. As noted at 3.20, insurance cover is now in place, the 
premium for the year commencing 1st May was £62.26. K Watt moved, seconded by J Wight-
man, that £100 should be given to Ratho Gala Committee in response to a request. Noted that 
the bank account includes £3,431, a historic donation from BAA money in recognition of work 
done by Paul Douglas. Bottom line shows £5,405 in bank, including £735 of Christmas Lights 
fund. 

8 Secretary's report
There was correspondence on Facebook about litter and fly-tipping on Wilkieston Road. 
Correspondents were advised that precise locations should be reported to the Council. 
Environmental Wardens had investigated the fly-tipping and found that it was within fields, and 
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therefore the responsibility of landowners. Ascertain location and ownership
Waste Services were asked if they could supply and service litter bins at the entrances to 
Tormain Woods, which are used as laybys. The response was that there are no spare litter bins 
at present. A review of litter bins is currently being conducted city-wide, and they have been 
asked to bear these locations in mind. 
K Watt attended the initial meeting of the Edinburgh Canal Group, which is proposed to take on 
the management of the Canal Festival, currently run by Re-Union. There will be a further meeting 
in May to clarify the remit and ascertain what is required to take the group forward. The Canal 
Festival is seen by a number of community councils and groups as a positive event but would 
require significant input from communities to realise.

JW

9 Planning
9.1 Craigpark Quarry/Wave Garden: 

J Wightman will acknowledge the email from Brewsters to let them know that G Low is on holiday 
and will respond when he returns.
There was a query as to whether the environmental impact assessment currently being carried 
out would include consideration of power required for the development, and also where the water 
will come from, and what would be done regarding water quality.

JW

9.2 Eastern Western Car Storage & Workshop:
PAN received. We require clarification on traffic movements past the end of Harvest Road. An 
exhibition will be held on Wednesday 3rd May, 3.00-7.00pm at Mercedes garage, Glasgow Road.

9.3 Business Centre & Storage Units:
A planning application has been received for conversion of former Claas depot near the end of 
Harvest Road. This raises significant concerns about the exit from Harvest Road on to Cliftonhall 
Road, and the Community Council will oppose it unless there is a traffic assessment and 
appropriate amelioration measures.

9.4 Hotel development:
PAN received for erection of hotel development (up to 260 beds) at 5 Almond Avenue, near 
former police station site. Exhibition date to be arranged.

9.5 Consultation on Design Guidance:
There is a consultation on the Council's website on the Review of Edinburgh Design Guidance. 
Planning has concentrated on the city within the City Bypass and paid scant attention to the 
needs of residents in rural west Edinburgh. This applies to a number of the guidelines including, 
for example, the maximum number of parking spaces in new developments which are totally 
inadequate for life with an inadequate bus service and at a distance from transport nodes.

9.6 Wilkieston:
The application for 46 houses appears to be stalled, there has been nothing further on the West 
Lothian website. It is understood there was a large volume of objections from local residents. RG 
also queried the need for the Wilkieston East bypass now the shop had closed and which would 
direct more traffic towards Ratho. RG to draft letter to West Lothian planners RG

9.7 Hatton Mains:
There has been nothing more. 

10 Transport
A TRO was circulated regarding the proposed 30mph speed limit on Dalmahoy Road for 150 
yards south of the village gateway. Only one comment received, a suggestion that the limit for 
the remainder of Dalmahoy Road should be 40mph. KW to respond
We have been asked for comments by directors of the industrial estate known as the Luxury Car 
Village, regarding a proposal for double yellow lines to facilitate traffic movement. A site meeting 
has been arranged for Friday 21st April. A furniture warehouse is to be erected on a site behind 
the Premier Inn.

KW

11 NHS provision
We have been informed that the bid process is ongoing. The practice is now running better than 
for some time, and some locums have made long-term commitments. The Practice Manager 
post is currently vacant. 
Members were reminded that the PPG is holding an open meeting on 26th April, 6.30-8.30pm in 
the Church Hall, to which all are welcome.
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12 Neighbourhood Partnerships
As mentioned previously, a walkabout is due in June.
The Area Board was adjourned to 18th May, and the funding panel deferred in order to give new 
councillors time for induction programme.
J Wightman will attend a North West Localities meeting on Thursday 20th April. 

13 Airport report
Next Consultative Committee meeting is in May.

14 RADCC communications since January
Tweets/retweets – 20 Members on Google group – 1 new
Twitter followers –  7 new (360) Updates sent out – 2

15 AOCB
None

16 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 15th May including AGM Monday 18th September – venue TBC
Monday 19th June Monday 16th October
Monday 17th July Monday 20th November
Monday 21st August Monday 18th December
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