
Approved minutes March 2017 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 20th March 2017 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, A Fraser, C Gillan, S Bisset
In attendance: Cllr B Henderson, Cllr R Henderson, PC A Murdoch, Sgt R Homewood, N Gardner 

(prospective councillor)
Apologies: G Low, R Godfree, J Couper, R McMeddes

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 27 February were approved.
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: A Fraser

3 Matters arising
3.1 (16/1/17, 3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – 

ongoing
SB

3.2 (16/1/17, 3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – nothing to report

3.3 (16/1/17, 3.3) Disabled access to canal towpath – nothing to report

3.4 (16/1/17, 3.4) White lining on A71 & mud on road – nothing to report

3.5 (16/1/17, 3.5) Lamppost-attached festive lights 

3.6 (16/1/17, 3.6) Broadband connection – nothing to report

3.7 (16/1/17, 3.8) School Parking 

3.8 (16/1/17, 3.9) West Neighbourhood Office re TTROs 

3.9 (16/1/17, 3.10) Community action plan – nothing to report

3.10 (16/1/17, 3.11) Long-term parked vehicles, Newbridge

3.11 (16/1/17, 3.12) Poorly lit trailers at cement works – nothing to report

3.12 (16/1/17, 3.13) Hallcroft railings – await SW Office action

3.13 (16/1/17, 3.15) Case for re-opening school kitchen JWake

3.14 (16/1/17, 3.16) Platt Hill – Enforcement enquiry has been submitted.

3.15 (16/1/17, 3.17) Piggery Bends –  A meeting was held with a representative from NW Roads 
Department, the Road  Safety Officer (RSO) and Cllr Work. The road is not seen as a problem in 
road safety terms as there have been no personal injuries (3 personal injuries in 3 years required 
before it becomes a concern). The pavement is very narrow and needs clearing. The steps up 
and path through the old Norton quarry are now covered in mud and leaves; it is not remotely 
DDA compliant and is unsafe with regard to lack of lighting and remoteness.  The Council agreed 
to try to clean the west side of the road and clean and clear the pavements, and reinstate road 
markings. They did not feel that the bends could be managed with traffic lights as it was too long 
a stretch. A flashing sign to alert road users to the bends might be a useful addition. 

3.16 (16/1/17, 3.18) Dog fouling – JW raised this yet again at Safety Action group.

3.17 (16/1/17, 10) Bridge road surface and footpath – The footpath has been cleared. Council workers 
had been out examining various roads that day. The pavement opposite the war memorial, is 
dipping. If it had been dug up for utilities, there should be a 2-year follow-up on it. KW

4 Police report
PC Murdoch had little to report from Pentlands side:

• bike shelter at school vandalised; investigations are ongoing
• a few drivers stopped and reported for various offences including driving without 

insurance and driving without a licence
• satnav stolen from an unsecured vehicle whilst being unloaded at Ingliston
• portable fuel container stolen at Newbridge Industrial Estate.
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He and PC Chancellor had made a concentrated effort to patrol more frequently in Ratho. There 
had been only one call to police re youth problems since the last meeting. Patrols will continue.
Sgt Homewood reported that work is under way to standardise future reports to community 
councils, including the statistics that are presented. They are likely to be produced on a calendar 
monthly basis, rather than meeting to meeting. 
On the Ratho Station side:

• attempted break-in at Newbridge industrial estate, unsuccessful, still under investigation
• theft of £40,000 Land Rover, Newbridge, still under investigation
• some reports of antisocial behaviour
• 2 people charged for driving without insurance, vehicles impounded
• 2 people charged for driving without MOT, 1 for driving without a licence
• 1 charge of dangerous driving on Cliftonhall Road (J Wightman to be informed if  was 

speeding)
• 27 people charged with drugs possession offences at rave held at Royal Highland 

Showground on 25th February; some thefts also, but overall the event passed without 
any major issues.

A letter had been received from a volunteer at the Seagull Trust, who is familiar with heavy 
vehicles, stating that lorries greater than the 24-tonne limit have been seen going over the bridge 
in Ratho. Other local residents have complained similarly. PC Murdoch had investigated what 
action could be taken, and they could be charged with various offences; the advice he was given 
was to get the name of the company and registration number of any vehicle seen, and to report 
this to the police who will follow it up with the company. The new surgery site manager had 
affirmed that all construction traffic was accessing the site via Cliftonhall Road. PC Murdoch had 
also had reports of speeding problems on Freelands Way, which will be followed up. S Bisset to 
send information on construction industry's own codes of practice to K Watt. Any guidance to 
residents re photographing heavy vehicles crossing the bridge should include the words “as long 
as it is safe to do so”. 
It was reported that many vehicles are being parked badly around Chariot Drive/Huly Hill Road, 
often drivers leaving vehicles and going into MacDonalds. Although police powers re parking are 
very limited, Sgt Homewood would have the situation investigated. He would also investigate a 
question regarding parking of unattended artic trailers, and also badly lit trailers at cement works 
as mentioned some time ago.
The issue of parents parking at, and blocking, the lockups had been raised; PC Chancellor had 
contacted the council to see if they would implement road markings. The Police had asked the 
school to include a reminder to parents regarding safe parking in the next school newsletter. 
There was a suggestion that Ratho might be an ideal place to have the road closed off for the 
45-minute periods at the start and finish of the school day, as is being trialled in other areas. 
However, it was felt that consideration of this action should begin with consultation with the 
school and parent council, and more widely in the village; careful consideration would need to be 
given to traffic displacement.
PC Murdoch asked all RADCC members to complete a survey form re the Policing 2026 project, 
a collaborative programme to transform policing in Scotland. URL for online version to be 
circulated by email.

Sgt 
Homewood

SB

Sgt 
Homewood

JW

EG

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr B Henderson: arrangements for installation of traffic lights at Dalmahoy Junction would be 
voted on the following day. RADCC recorded thanks to him for his work on this. 
Cllr R Henderson: had recently confirmed that the Council had agreed there would be no 
reduction in library opening hours for the next financial year. RADCC recorded thanks to Cllr 
Henderson for his efforts on this matter. 

6 Chair's report
J Wightman thanked everyone who had planted the crocus bulbs around the trees near the 
shops, and thanked the Rotary Club for their donation of the bulbs. An avenue of beautiful 
amelanchier trees has been planted alongside the path to the school; C Gillan will thank Kefah 
Bates for them at the Environment Group AGM.

CG

7 Treasurer's report
The usual honorarium has been paid to the Minute Secretary, and donations have been made to 
the church and to the Bowling Club for use of their facilities.
In the past, the Council paid all community councils' insurance centrally, but that practice has 
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been stopped and community councils will now be responsible for organising their own 
insurance. J Wightman is in the process of doing this, in the absence of the Treasurer, to take 
effect from the start of the new financial year on 1st May.

JW

8 Secretary's report
All items already covered elsewhere.

9 Planning
9.1 Craigpark Quarry/Wave Garden: A meeting was held with the developer prior to the RADCC 

meeting. They have taken on board comments from the consultations held. They have been 
asked by the Council to prepare an Environmental Impact Assessment, so an application will 
probably not now be submitted until May 2017.

9.2 Cement Works: The application was refused. No indication yet whether there will be an appeal.
10 Transport

At the Almond Business meeting, the NP had passed on a survey questionnaire regarding 
supported buses. As there was insufficient time to share the form widely, responses were 
generated which it was felt would reflect the views of most residents. The 3 questions were:
(1) whether people would be happy to pay a higher fare if it meant better service; 
(2) whether people would consider demand-responsive travel;
(3) whether interchanges/links with wider transport networks were important.
Our response stated that we saw no reason why residents in Ratho should pay higher fares than 
residents in other parts of the city; that demand-responsive travel was all very well but would not 
work for people commuting; and interchanges already caused problems, some residents who 
finished work after 6.00pm could take over 2 hours to get home, and evening outings to events in 
the city centre could include waits for a connecting bus for up to an hour, possibly at the Gyle 
where there is no shelter or seating.

JW

11 NHS provision
Dr Simpson has retired. Work on the new surgery continues on schedule, and it is hoped to have 
it up and running before the end of the year. It was clarified that the recent advert was not for 
GPs per se, rather for tenders to operate the surgery as a private practice. If tenders are not 
successful, then the NHS will continue to run it as it is now, with salaried GPs. Closing date for 
tenders is 26th March and interviews will be held in the first week of April. Residents should be 
reassured that there will be a service of some kind, no matter what. The cross-party political 
pressure that had brought about the new surgery was very much appreciated.
The new boundaries would have an impact on patient numbers. When there was discussion 
about residents from Gogar transferring, it was noticed that Bonnington Village was not on the 
map; K Watt took this matter up with NHS Lothian and they confirmed Bonnington was definitely 
included. A Fraser will check whether West Clifton is included in the area, and will get a copy of 
the boundary map for J Wightman.

AF

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships
J Wightman had attended the Safety Action group.
J Wightman and K Watt attended a meeting about how localities will be run, and there will be 
another in Almond next month. 

13 Airport report
nothing to report

14 RADCC communications since January
Tweets/retweets – 52 Members on Google group – 0 new (175)
Twitter followers – 16 new Updates sent out – 6 in 2 months

15 AOCB
none

16 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 17th April – Church Hall, Baird Road
Monday 15th May including AGM Monday 18th September – venue TBC
Monday 19th June Monday 16th October
Monday 17th July Monday 20th November
Monday 21st August Monday 18th December
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