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Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 15th May 2017 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho  
 

Present:  J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, E Gray, A Fraser, S Bisset, R Godfree, D Hunter, 
R McMeddes, J Couper 

In attendance:  Cllr N Work,  Cllr N Gardner, PC Doran, 1 member of the public 
Apologies: C Gillan, Cllrs R Henderson, G Hutchison, S Webber, G Bruce 

  Action 

1 Apologies 
As above. 

 

2 Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of meeting of 17th April were approved. 
Proposed: K Watt  Seconded: R Godfree 

 

3 Matters arising  

3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB 

3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – A recent email had confirmed 
that the proposal to redeploy the Leith Street bridge was problematic for several technical 
reasons and not cost-effective. A first draft of the feasibility study should be ready around the 
end of May, when consultation with wider stakeholder groups would take place.  

 

3.3 (3.3) Disabled access to canal towpath – Work on the path has been completed, including one 
side of the picnic table being accessible, and RADCC members were very pleased with the 
result. Rails at the steps are not yet in place, and it is understood there may be a “channel” 
beside the steps for bicycles. 

 

3.4 (3.4) White lining on A71 & mud on road – Review white lining in October. 

Mud on the road has not been a problem due to dry conditions.  

RG 

3.5 (3.5) Lamppost-attached festive lights – nothing to report  

3.6 (3.6) Broadband connection – nothing to report  

3.7 (3.7) School Parking – nothing to report  

3.8 (3.8) North West Neighbourhood Office re TTROs – There have not been any recent TTROs 
affecting our area; a forthcoming one has been mentioned and they have said they will speak to 
the bus company in good time. 

 

3.9 (3.9) Community action plan – nothing to report  

3.10 (3.10) Long-term parked vehicles, Newbridge – Eastern Western are planning to take action on 
cars parked in Bridge Street. Motor village management say there are 800 employees within the 
village and insufficient parking spaces; they plan to build a car park at the north end of the 
village. S Bisset reported that traffic/parking is particularly bad on Mondays/Tuesdays. If a photo 
is taken of a vehicle that is illegally parked, the police can take action, but not within the motor 
village as those roads are not adopted. The main concern of Bridge Street residents is nearer 
Huly Hill, where they are parking on the grass, sometimes two wide, at the very end. South 
Queensferry police should be notified of any problems. A meeting was held with a councillor 
candidate and some residents, and a petition circulated, but nothing further has been done. The 
council considered extending double yellow lines, but that would prevent residents from parking. 
A motor village representative had reported some altercations and staff being threatened. 

 

3.11 (3.11) Poorly lit trailers at cement works – nothing to report, actually Almond not Pentland   

3.12 (3.12) Hallcroft railings – nothing to report  

3.13 (3.13) Case for re-opening school kitchen – nothing to report J Wake 

3.14 (3.14) Platt Hill – “Street lighting” appears to have been installed on the track that runs from 
beside the entrance to Ratho Hall up to the back of the climbing centre and beyond. Ascertain 
ownership of the track, and whether it is permissible to install such lighting.  

 

KW 

3.15 (3.15) Piggery Bends – No manual cleaning been done, and reinstatement of white lines still 
outstanding. Cllr Work will keep pressure on the council to ensure that the work is completed. 

 

NW 
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3.16 (3.16) Dog fouling – Has been raised  in various forums, nothing to report  

3.17 (3.17) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – This has been reported again, and a 
NEPS application submitted for a non-slip surface down to Wilkie View and appropriate railings. 

 

3.18 (3.18) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – This is still being monitored.  

3.19 (3.19) School Wynd – nothing to report  

3.20 (3.21) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – Corstorphine Community Council have 
looked into this in depth; disabled people in their area do not perceive this as a problem, but it is 
felt that they treat the Gyle as a destination, rather than using it as a transport interchange. It is 
assumed that it is the responsibility of the Gyle, rather than the Council. The signs inside the 
centre which display when buses are due have been moved and are no longer visible from the 
limited seating available. J Wightman to pursue, and copy Cllrs Work and Gardner in 
correspondence. Noted also that the Gyle closes at 9.00pm and there are buses after that. 

Cllr Gardner queried whether it would be helpful for buses to call at the new Edinburgh Gateway 
station; it was felt there would be a huge detour going towards town, and it would be impossible 
on the way out. There was discussion regarding the bus service, and J Wightman agreed to copy 
Cllr Gardner into any correspondence. It was clarified that the direct service being provided to 
South Queensferry by Lothian Country Buses was a commercial service, not subsidised, and 
fares were likely to be higher.  

 
 
 
 
 
JW 
 
 
 
 
JW 

3.21 (8) Fly tipping – J Wightman to write to Scott Brewster to try to ascertain ownership of land 
where fly tipping has taken place. 

JW 

3.22 (9.6) Wilkieston planning matters – R Godfree has written to West Lothian's head of planning to 
the effect that the Wilkieston bypass no longer makes sense, and if it goes ahead there are 
concerns regarding traffic on the B7030. Views had been expressed on this matter because, 
although it is within West Lothian, it affects traffic that comes through Ratho.  

RG 

3.23 (10) Dalmahoy Road speed limit – The Council had responded that they would be making no 
further changes to the speed limits at the moment but would bear the suggestion in mind. 

 

4 Police report 
In general, there has been a very low level of crime in the Ratho area since the last meeting, 
although there have been incidents of antisocial behaviour. On 26 April, there was fire-raising at 
the canal side, and on 28 April vandalism to trees at the school. Two youths have been identified 
in relation to the latter, and it is understood the CPT is dealing with the matter. PCs Chancellor 
and Dee (School Link) have spoken to various youths and parents around the Ratho area in 
relation to antisocial behaviour.  

It was stressed that police make every effort to work with youths and their parents, but if bad 
behaviour is persistent, charging was the last resort. Once youths have been charged they can 
be placed on the youth offender scheme, and more support is available through social work, 
education etc.  

3 months ago, piles of fine white powder were noticed at the Moorings; there were reports of 
dogs ingesting it and becoming ill, but nothing happened and it has not occurred again. If it does, 
photos should be taken and the police informed. 

 

5 Elected members' reports 
Cllr Work had nothing further to report that had not already been discussed. 

Cllr Gardner was delighted to have been elected and looked forward to working with RADCC.  
He believed that buses were an important issue, and he was aware of the difficulties faced by 
Ratho residents. R McMeddes suggested that a more integrated ticketing arrangement might 
help, eg where a ticket would be valid for a period of hours rather than per service.  

It is likely that a special meeting will be held, probably in the new year, nearer the time of the 
next tender. J Wightman to send Cllr Gardner the report of the last public meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JW 

6 Chair's report 
J Wightman thanked former councillors and congratulated the new ones. 

 
 

7 Treasurer's report 
There has been a payment of £60 for annual website maintenance.  

Ratho Station hope to hold a children's activity day in June; if it is confirmed that it is going 
ahead, J Wightman will email RADCC members for approval to give them £100 towards it. 

 
 
 
JW 
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8 Secretary's report 
The Community Canal Action Group is trying to establish its remit with a view to taking over the 
running of the Canal Festival next year. They propose to run a survey at this year's Festival to 
see what the focus should be going forward. Volunteers are needed for the Festival this year, on 
17th June, and anyone interested should contact K Watt in the first instance.  

 

9 Planning  

9.1 Cement Works: 
39 houses were proposed. The application was refused, but the developer has recently made a 
submission asking for that decision to be reviewed by the Local Review Body.  

 

9.2 Craigpark Quarry/Wave Garden:  
Developers plan to make a submission at the end of this month. 

 

9.3 Hatton Mains: 
When we met the developer we were told that they were proceeding with environmental reports 
and hoped to progress matters around June/July, but there has been no further update.  

 

9.4 Cemetery site (Park Lane developers): 
This proposal was for 150-200 houses. We met with the developer, but as yet they have not 
taken it any further. As intimated to the developer, we would be likely to oppose any application.  

 

9.5 Ratho Park Road (Stewart Milne developer): 
The original proposal for 90 houses was refused, appealed, and then turned down by the 
Reporter. The developer came back 2 years later with a proposal for 85 houses; they carried out 
public consultation, and said they would be submitting a planning application but nothing further 
has been heard. We will continue to oppose any new application. 

 

9.6 132 Glasgow Road (Taylor Wimpey): 
The application for 133 houses is ongoing. We supported this application, which is desired in the 
area.   

 

9.7 International Business Gateway: 
A planning application was to be submitted last July, put back to December, but nothing has yet 
been seen. 

 

9.8 Craigpark Quarry/Country Park Manager's House: 
Noted that construction has begun, although they still do not have planning permission. 

 

9.9 Former Claas depot, Harvest Road: 
A planning application has been submitted, for class 4,5,6, distribution and office space. We 
have objected on grounds of increased traffic from that exit onto Cliftonhall Road. 

 

9.10 Eastern Western, Cliftonhall Road depot: 
Cars are brought in/taken out on long loaders. We may object, on the grounds of negative effect 
at Newbridge roundabout. S Bisset pointed out that DPD run double deckers there already.  

 

9.11 G Low noted that RADCC has worked long and hard with the Council on planning, and after 
many years the Council had finally issued a Local Development Plan. RADCC feels strongly that, 
having been agreed by the Council, it is crucial that they adhere to the LDP when considering 
planning issues.  

 
 

10 Transport 
Discussed elsewhere (see item 5) 

 

11 NHS provision 
Nothing to report 

 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships 
J Wightman attended a Localities meeting at Almond; and for various reasons, the meeting is 
being held again, on Tuesday 23rd May – anyone wishing to attend should contact J Wightman. 

There is a South West Funding Panel meeting on 30th May. 

Most other meetings are awaiting new councillors.  

 
ALL 

13 Airport report 
Nothing to report 
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14 RADCC communications since our last meeting 
Tweets/retweets – 19   Members on Google group – 185 
Twitter followers –  364 (4 new)  Updates sent out – 3 

 

15 AOCB 
The next meeting will mainly concentrate on parking and roads, and J Wightman hoped that 
most councillors would attend. All members to consider and give J Wightman any thoughts or 
suggestions re parking and roads prior to that meeting. 

 
 
 
ALL 

16 Dates of future meetings 
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated) 
Monday 19th June Monday 16th October 

Monday 17th July Monday 20th November   

Monday 21st August Monday 18th December 

Monday 18th September – venue TBC 
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