
Approved minutes July 2017 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 17th July 2017 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, A Fraser, R McMeddes, C Gillan, 
J Couper

In attendance: Cllr G Hutchison, PC S Davidson, 1 member of the public
Apologies: G Low, D Hunter, S Bisset, Cllrs Young, Webber, Lang, Work, Gardiner and Bruce, 

C Jardine MP

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 19th June were approved.
Proposed: R McMeddes Seconded: J Wightman

3 Matters arising from 15 May and 19 June
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB

3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – Draft of feasibility study awaited.

3.3 (3.4) White lining on A71 & mud on road – White lining in abeyance until October. There had 
been some mud on Wilkieston Road the previous week, due to rain. 

RG

3.4 (3.5) Lamppost-attached festive lights – Kirkliston CC are understood to be applying to Almond 
NP for funding for similar, J Wightman to follow up to establish what they received from CEC. 

JW

3.5 (3.6) Broadband connection – Planning permission has been granted for the box in Ratho Park 
Road, it was hoped connections would be in place within five months.

3.6 (3.7) School Parking – to be addressed elsewhere on agenda

3.7 (3.8) North West Neighbourhood Office re TTROs – A TTRO had been received concerning 
closure of Harvest Road the following week; plenty of notice was given and bus diversion was 
notified well in advance.

3.8 (3.9) Community action plan – nothing to report

3.9 (3.10) Long-term parked vehicles, Newbridge – to be addressed elsewhere on agenda

3.10 (3.11) Poorly lit trailers at cement works – nothing to report

3.11 (3.12) Hallcroft railings – This was due to have been done in June, but nothing has yet 
happened. K Watt to follow up.

KW

3.12 (3.13) Case for re-opening school kitchen – nothing to report JWake

3.13 (3.14) Platt Hill – An enforcement enquiry was submitted, inspection made, and it was deemed to 
be an extension of existing lighting, also less than 4m high, therefore no action is required.

3.14 (3.15) Piggery Bends – CEC hoped  to deal with these matters when Harvest Road is closed the 
following week.

3.15 (3.16) Dog fouling – nothing to report

3.16 (3.17) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – A NEPS application was submitted for 
this, which came out  top of the list within Pentland NP. It will probably not be done till later in the 
year. J Wightman to follow up.

JW

3.17 (3.18) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – Still being monitored. There has been confusion over 
weight limits (see Police report at 4). It was suggested that if a lorry over the permitted weight 
was seen, the registration, make and operator should be noted and police informed. 
Photographic evidence is helpful, if it is safe to do so. 

3.18 (3.19) School Wynd – to be addressed elsewhere on agenda
3.19 (3.21) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – No progress has been possible, as Gyle 

management seem to think they have done everything they can do. However, elderly or mobility-
impaired people may not be able to get from the indoor seating area to the bus stop in time, and 

JW
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when the centre is closed there is no seating or shelter at all.

3.20 (3.21) Fly tipping – J Wightman still to write to Scott Brewster to try to ascertain ownership of 
land where fly tipping had taken place.

JW

3.21 (3.22) Wilkieston planning matters – R Godfree had met with a West Lothian Senior Planning 
Officer the previous week. The main concern had been a “bypass”, which it is actually a link road 
that would simply move the problem. It was established that if the development went ahead, the 
A71 would have to be widened to allow for turning slip lanes in both directions, and there would 
also be traffic lights at the new junction. Traffic lights at the existing junction would be removed, 
except for a pedestrian crossing. Final detailed plans are a long way off, and we were advised to 
wait and see what happens.
In the course of the meeting, planners were asked whether the road between the Calderwood 
development and West Clifton, currently used by construction traffic accessing the Calderwood 
site, would be kept open. It was explained that the developer, Stirling, sold “blocks” at a time to 
different house-builders. It was suggested that the best way forward might be for West Clifton 
residents to approach Stirling and request embargoes on using that route when they contract 
with builders.
The exit from from Jupiter Artland onto West Clifton Road had been open for just over a week, 
and already there had been some near misses. It was understood that Highways Dept had 
requested that the adjacent hedge on Clifton Road be cut back (by CEC) to improve the sightline 
but that did not seem to have been done.

RG/JW

RG

3.22 (3.23) Dalmahoy Road speed limit – CEC has confirmed that a 30mph speed limit will be put in 
place for 150 yds beyond the 20mph limit, going south out of the village on Dalmahoy Road. The 
limit beyond that will not be changed at this time.

3.23 (7) Ratho Station children's fun day - £100 was given to this activity.
4 Police report

Pentland (report prepared by PC Murdoch):
A minor assault occurred on 7 July at Craigpark Avenue, enquiries are ongoing to trace the 
suspect. No reports of theft, and no hate crimes. One incident of antisocial behaviour on 16 June 
when an electrical box was tampered with and attempts made to set it on fire at the Climbing 
Centre car park; there are no further lines of enquiry. The team had been checking speeding and 
mobile phone use by drivers in the area though no-one was aware of this.
Almond (report prepared by PC Kelly):
There have been 2 thefts, and 4 traffic crimes, all resolved. Police were in attendance at the 
Ratho Station Fun Day, there were no incidents. One theft from a locker at Norton House, 
enquiries are ongoing . A registration plate was stolen at Ratho Station, and a male has been 
charged. One case of dangerous driving, someone going the wrong way on motorway. At the 
Highland Show, there were 5 recorded thefts, 1 of unattended belongings and 4 from cars, and 1 
charge of drug possession. 
Since the last meeting, the NW Roads team has been contacted to request road markings be 
repainted at Harvest Road junction, this has been acknowledged.
PC Kelly spoke to Roads policing regarding HGV maximum weights, and reports that specified 
weight relates to the total combined weight of truck, trailer and load. If a lorry was suspected of 
being overweight, it would have to be taken to a weighbridge to be confirmed. The bridge in 
Ratho is signed as 24 tons max.  KW to seek advice from the Locality Roads Team.
It was reported that a campervan appeared to be camped on Wilkieston Road, and another van 
had now joined it. PC Davidson undertook to check this when he left the meeting. 

KW

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Hutchison was delighted to have been elected, and looked forward to working with the 
Community Council. He confirmed that a council administration had now been formed, although 
the actual terms of the agreement were not yet public knowledge. He would be sitting on the 
Finance Committee.
From a ward point of view, the main issue raised with him had been about parking at Newbridge 
and Ratho Station. Cllr Kevin Lang was involved in a petition of Newbridge residents; CEC had 
responded that the petition was the first they had heard about parking issues, but will look into 
the concerns raised in the petition.
Another issue, raised by only one person but he believed it could become a major concern, was 
a plan to reconfigure the A8 at Newbridge roundabout, removing the central reservation and 
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forming a direct slip from the M9. The slip would be only 250m long, and Cllr Hutchison did not 
believe it would alleviate problems. Pedestrians would have to walk along to the bridge to cross if 
the central reservation was removed. Noted again that the bridge is non-DDA compliant. The 
proposal would do nothing to help with the volume of traffic coming onto the A8 from Lochend 
Road. Cllr Hutchison assured members that he and Cllrs Bruce and Webber will pass on any 
useful information to RADCC.
Cllr Hutchison to be sent a copy of the presentation made to the June meeting.

GL/KW

6 Chair's report
Attendance at the June meeting was very disappointing, but the Chair expressed thanks to 
G Low for his input regarding the presentation and also to him and K Watt for their support. The 
presentation listed what has happened and what needs to be done. The reason we started with 
roads, pavements and parking was due to changes in walkabouts; instead of looking at a range 
of issues, each time only one topic would be addressed. The walkabout took place the day after 
the last meeting. Feedback was awaited from Sandra MacLeod regarding the various points 
raised. Ratho only was considered, as this walkabout scheme applies in Pentland only; Almond 
has a different scheme. Ratho Station is dealt with by the Ratho Station Residents' Association, 
and we no longer have an individual or group to attend Newbridge walkabouts. The main focus 
had been on parking issues around the school entrance, and then up through the village.
An issue raised with EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils) was that it appeared 
that Neighbourhood Partnerships are to be abolished, and there will then be more meetings 
within localities. In Pentland/SouthWest, there are 2 Neighbourhood Partnerships, involving 16 
CCs. In Almond, the change would be much greater, covering a very wide area and range of 
communities, and it was difficult to see how one committee could fairly represent them all. 
Developments to be monitored carefully. Cllr Hutchison confirmed that councillors knew as little 
as RADCC members.
There have been discussions about changing janitorial staff contracts and working hours. It was 
unclear whether, if overtime was required for evening meetings, renters might be expected to 
pay overtime as well as the normal fee. It was agreed that dates for 2018 should be booked with 
Dave Stewart. 

KW

7 Treasurer's report
£100 has been paid to the Ratho Station children's fun day.
£12 was paid for photocopying of information leaflets for new residents. Production of leaflets for 
new Ratho Station and Newbridge residents should be considered for the future.

8 Secretary's report
Any relevant information had been passed on by email. 

9 Planning
9.1 Wave Garden

3 Community Council Updates had been issued through our Googlegroup, and publicised on 
Facebook, highlighting that the planning application for the Wave Garden had recently been 
lodged and pointing out there were changes from the PAN, namely an increased number of 
camping pods with fire pits, luxury lodges, zip wire, kick board and tubing, and also proposals 
that the site would be a suitable venue for a range of surfing and non-surfing events. It was 
explained that, as a statutory consultee, RADCC would submit comments reflecting residents' 
observations, and comments were welcomed. To date, the main concerns raised were the safety 
of the site access road off Cliftonhall Road, increased traffic, and possible noise nuisance from 
users of the additional attractions. Most responses had been positive about the Wavegarden 
development as shown at the Pre Application Consultation. The member of the public who was 
present was concerned that, given the number of significant changes, there had been no public 
consultation, and it appeared that many residents, particularly in Hallcroft, had not known about 
the changes until very recently. There was particular concern regarding footpaths to access the 
country park being so close to Hallcroft, as this could lead to increased non-local parking and 
concern about strangers. 
There was a further concern that the relative size of the country park had been diminished. It was 
also clear that the shaping of the country park had been going on for some time, and the 
manager's house was half-built, but permission for neither appeared to have been granted on the 
planning portal. These issues could affect the conditions attached to any permissions for this 
application.  Two other major concerns were identified: the source of the water for the scheme, 
and the source of power, both of which would be very substantial.

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 3

http://www.twitter.com/radcc
http://www.radcc.org/


Approved minutes July 2017 Ratho & District Community Council

Hallcroft residents requested information on how to bring their concerns to the attention of 
Planning, and J Wightman and K Watt agreed to prepare information outlining the position to 
Hallcroft residents, so that they could comment before the deadline of Friday 21 July. JW/KW

10 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 21st August Monday 20th November
Monday 18th September – in Ratho Church Hall Monday 18th December
Monday 16th October
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