
Approved minutes August 2017 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 21st August 2017 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, C Gillan, A Fraser
In attendance: PC Kelly, PC Sinclair, PC Howie, Cllrs Young, Bruce, 2 members of the public
Apologies: G Low, S Bisset, D Hunter, J Couper, Cllrs Lang, Webber, Henderson & Hutchison, G Lindhurst 

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 17th July were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: A Fraser

3 Matters arising from 
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB

3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – nothing to report

3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – There had been problems the previous week following 
heavy rain, as gullies were full of mud, but the road was clean by Saturday. Original consent for 
the quarry infilling and Cala homes included a demand for a wheelwash; an enforcement enquiry 
could perhaps establish if the wheelwash is inadequate or is not being used. 

RG

3.4 (3.4) Lamppost-attached festive lights – Cllr Young was aware that Davidsons Mains and 
Silverknowes were intending to fund festive lights themselves. Kirkliston already have some 
lights but were seeking funding for more.

3.5 (3.5) Broadband connection – The new cabinet has been installed and connected. Following 
activation, orders for broadband will be accepted.

3.6 (3.6) School Parking – nothing to report

3.7 (3.7) North West Neighbourhood Office re TTROs – nothing to report

3.8 (3.8) Community action plan – nothing to report

3.9 (3.9) Long-term parked vehicles, Newbridge – nothing to report

3.10 (3.10) Poorly lit trailers at cement works – nothing to report

3.11 (3.11) Hallcroft railings – A tender was issued for the assessment and redesign of the vehicle 
restraint system (VRS – ie railings) and tenders are being assessed. The winning tenderer will 
undertake the work and, once the design is complete, Roads will tender for the VRS replacement 
works. It is hoped the works will be completed before the end of the calendar year.

3.12 (3.12) Case for re-opening school kitchen – nothing to report JWake

3.13 (3.14) Piggery Bends – Partially completed. A further road closure will be required to complete 
the road marking and clean the pavement at Piggery Bends itself.

3.14 (3.15) Dog fouling – nothing to report

3.15 (3.16) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – The pavement on the bridge has been 
resurfaced with a non-slip material. Wilkie View pavement still to be adjusted and resurfaced.

3.16 (3.17) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – see 3.22
3.17 (3.18) School Wynd – nothing to report
3.18 (3.19) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop –  A Fraser to take this issue forward with 

Disability Scotland.
AF

3.19 (3.20) Fly tipping – J Wightman still to write to Scott Brewster to try to ascertain ownership of 
land where fly tipping had taken place.

JW

3.20 (3.21) Wilkieston planning matters – nothing to report

3.21 (3.22) Dalmahoy Road speed limit
3.22 (4) Bridge maximum weight – K Watt had contacted the Locality, but the response was still not 

clear. It was noted that a dumper truck coming along Freelands Road from the village was very 
close to the bridge.

3.23 (5) Reconfiguration of A8 at Newbridge roundabout – see item 5
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3.24 (6) Dates for 2018 RADCC meetings – Dates have been booked and are given at item 17. 
3.25 (9.1) Information for residents re Wave Garden planning application – Action taken as agreed.
4 Police report

PC J Kelly, Almond
There had been 22 crimes in Ratho Station/Newbridge:
8 traffic-related, ie drink driving, driving without a licence, MOT or vehicle insurance
1 drugs, possession of cannabis
1 male charged with attempting to prevent the course of justice
5 vandalism, targeted, in relation to a neighbour dispute
4 thefts of fuel from BP garage
1 theft of 2 bikes at Hillwood Terrace
2 accidents where driver failed to stop
Traffic police traffic are very active in that area, hence the number of traffic-related crimes. 
PC G Howie presented the report prepared by PC Murdoch, Pentland 
No current road safety initiatives.
No hate crimes.
1 minor assault at Craigpark Avenue on 7th July, enquiries ongoing
2 thefts, one of gift vouchers from a house on Freelands Way on 17th July, the second of an army 
card and mobile phone from a Dalmahoy Hotel room on 23rd July, enquiry ongoing. 
1 car vandalised on North Street, Ratho on 20th July, enquiry ongoing.
There has been a good uptake re Neighbourhood Watch Scotland, but more members of the 
community are encouraged to sign up at www.neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk. 
A member of the public was concerned about a road safety issue in relation to the slip road 
coming from the airport heading west, past the garage, the junction to Norton Mains Farm and 
the row of cottages. White lines/hatching have disappeared, so that many drivers think they are 
on a third lane. Cllr Young to establish who is responsible for this section of road and take 
forward with NW Locality Roads team if necessary. Cllr Young

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Young had investigated the possibility of a speed camera on the A8, but as demand 
outweighed availability, decisions were made in relation to the volume of accidents, which were 
not significant enough to move this request up the list. Cllr Lang is trying to build up a better 
picture of what the problems are.
She had also picked up on the issue of commuter and worker parking at Newbridge, which 
affected residents. Different options for controlled parking were being considered, eg no parking 
10.00-11.00am which could be very effective. A report came to Transport Committee to review 
how parking resources were allocated, suggesting that resources should only be considered for 
major areas not single streets. She and others had requested an amendment to allow for rural 
communities, which was accepted. 
In the north part of her ward, there was an increasing problem with motorbike crime and 
speeding/racing. She encouraged residents to be vigilant.
Report from Cllr G Hutchison:  
Several items had already been discussed.
The plans to add a 250m feeder lane to the A8 at Newbridge have been pushed back to the 
planning stage.
Road repairs on Cliftonhall Road were only going as far as the electricity pylons, not being 
completed right up to the West Lothian boundary; he had raised this with Roads Dept.

6 Chair's report
Ruarigdh McMeddes was thanked for his service to the Community Council, which he is leaving 
as he is moving from the area. 
Through the Resilience Committee, RADCC is preparing an emergency plan, part of a “trial run”. 
We have been offered a free first aid course, delivered by the Red Cross: either 10 people in 
Ratho, or 5 here and 5 in Juniper Green. The former was agreed to be the better option. K Watt 
to advertise via Google group and Facebook.
Conservative Party councillors hold their pre-council meeting on the Monday evening. There was 
some discussion as to whether RADCC meeting dates should be changed, but it was felt that 
whatever change was made, there would be some councillors that would be unable to attend.

7 Treasurer's report
£691.86 had been received as the annual grant from CEC.
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8 Secretary's report
As reported earlier, meeting dates for next year have been arranged. The April and May 
meetings will be on the third Tuesday as the Community Centre will be closed on the Mondays.
There had been much email correspondence re the recent road closure in Harvest Road, 
subsequent bus diversions and the replacement of the double white lines on the road. A further 
road closure will be required to finish the work. Also emails about the delays in completing the 
BT works in Ratho Park Road with consequent holdup of traffic. 
Volunteer Edinburgh have asked us to publicise their Volunteer Recruitment Fair on 
20th September, 11.00am – 7.00pm at St Paul’s & St George’s Church, York Place.
Emails have been forwarded to members where appropriate.
Canal Action Group is trying to organise themselves to mount the Edinburgh Canal Festival 2018 
(provisionally 3rd Saturday in June) without the support of Re-Union. Another meeting is 
scheduled for 29 August.  The location is felt to be too far away for many of our residents to 
assist.

9 Planning
9.1 Wave Garden

There were two historic applications regarding Craigpark, one for reshaping the profiles of the 
country park, the other for construction of a manager's residence. Both were posted well over a 
year ago, and both are noted on the planning portal that the Council was minded to grant 
permission, subject to legal agreements. However, legal documents have not been signed, so 
consent has not been formally granted. It appears, therefore, that the manager's residence is 
being built without planning permission. A personal enforcement query regarding this issue had 
been raised, and it is understood a response should be received by Monday 28th August.

9.2 Green Belt Consultation
This consultation by CEC closes on 27th August; information to be circulated via the Google 
group if not already done. Residents are encouraged to respond individually.

9.3 Hatton Mains
There has been nothing following the PAN for a new village at Hatton Mains. It was hoped that 
the council will reject the proposal as it was not included in the Local Development Plan. It was 
noted that the steading at Hatton Mains is for sale

10 Transport
Nothing to report

11 NHS Provision
The East Calder Practice are holding an open meeting at 7.30pm on 23rd August in the 
Community Centre, and all are encouraged to attend. There is a meeting of the Ratho Project 
Board on 25th August, and it is expected that there will be a final review meeting after the building 
is handed over. Building progress on the new surgery is on schedule, with interior decoration 
now the main focus, and it is still hoped that the surgery will open in October.
Dr Mackie and Dr McMurtie are covering most of August and September. Appointments for 
nurses are now at 1-2 weeks, and for the phlebotomist at 2-3 weeks. The online prescription 
service is now fully operational, patients should ensure they receive an email acknowledgement. 
Only 3 travel vaccinations can be given on the NHS: tetanus, Hep A and typhoid. The surgery 
does not give travel advice or process other travel vaccinations.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
K Watt provided an update on the walkabout (italics show the response from SW Office):
* Grass surrounding the library was overgrown – this has been cut back and will be monitored. 
The Community Payback Team has withdrawn its remit to maintain the area, so the Maintenance 
Team has been asked to incorporate it in their work. Support of Pentland councillors would be 
welcome.
* Drainpipe at garage in School Wynd is broken at bottom section – repair requested, no update 
as yet.
* The lane from North Street to the primary school is in bad condition –  request made to Road 
Services to get this added into next program for resurfacing. Also needs to be gritted in winter.
* Grit bin at top of this lane – request made for this to be cleaned and a new lid provided. Should 
be completed by end of the month.
* Surface next to the garages in North Street, Ratho in bad condition – request made to Road 
Services to consider this area for resurfacing. When a decision has been taken a further update  
will be sent.
* Extra parking space around shops – possible NEP to introduce more car parking and alleviate 
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safety issue. We are currently looking at the grassed (bodpave) areas adjacent to the shops,  
possibly removing these and replacing with tarmac, with incorporated car parking spaces, which  
would create a more pleasing look and be a safer option all round. Views welcomed on this 
suggestion. Still awaiting the map which likely will not be available until 1 September.
* Overgrown courtyard space behind Main Street – this has been identified as Housing Revenue 
land. A plan will be proposed with residents to clean up this area and also different options for  
the bins at the end of the street.
A further update has been promised for the first week in September.
It appears that a resident is using the one disabled parking space at the shops to park his car on 
a permanent basis. It was not clear whether the resident is disabled and if the space has been 
provided for a particular person, it should be identified as an allocated disabled space.
J Wightman explained that in the past, we have had neighbourhood partnerships, and the 
Council passed on administration of some services to them. Local democracy was achieved by 
working with community councils, which had some influence.  Since 1st April, Localities have 
been introduced, which has had a major impact in the NorthWest, as it covers the area from 
Queensferry to Pilton and all areas between and is a similar size to the city of Dundee. At the 
moment, the Pentland Locality Board has 16 elected members, 16 Community Councils, and 
staff from the SouthWest office.  The Council have delegated more matters to Localities to 
administer. As this is such a big piece of work, there will be consultation about how they can best 
liaise with local communities, taking place from October to December, following which a report 
will go to the Council, and a new system may start to be introduced probably in April 2018.  Lack 
of local democracy is seen as a major problem. The EACC has been having meetings with the 
CEC at high level to address the issue. 

ALL

13 EACC
See item 12.

14 Airport report
Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee held two meetings.  The first outlined the position 
regarding the new flightpaths consultation. At that time, Edinburgh Airport Limited (EAL) was 
examining alternatives and compromises.  The quarterly meeting provided updates on this and 
an outline of the proposals to the CAA, namely a compromise proposal that they will use the new 
proposed additional flight paths only when required (ie at peak times). A document outlining the 
rationale of these proposals will be published by the end of August. More information is available 
at http://www.letsgofurther.com/proposal
Strong passenger figures were reported for the last quarter. 
The terminal expansion program is designed to meet projected flight numbers over the next 5 – 
10 years.   
Awards from the Community Fund were highlighted and EAL is keen to receive requests from 
local groups, particularly concentrating on young people, education and environment.
Discussions are ongoing in relation to a new much-needed new road network.  
The Community Council is represented on the Noise Management Board by Ray Godfree.
There was a presentation by the manager of the PRM (Persons of Restricted Mobility) Service 
(also known as the Special Assistance Service) which assists approximately 85,000 passengers 
per annum.  He outlined the range of services provided and the improvements made to date. 
Edinburgh received a “good” rating in a recent national assessment.
A subcommittee is currently charged with identifying an individual to nominate as the new Chair.

15 Communications
Since the last report (3 months ago), there have been: 
Tweets and Retweets – 84
New followers – 18
CC updates via the Google group – 16
New members of Google group – 3 (total now 188)

16 AOCB
A resident had commented that the speed limit on Freelands Road is frequently ignored. It was 
suggested that priority signing at the bridge should be considered. 
A resident on Glasgow Road (A8) noted that on the new cycle path on the north side of the 
Glasgow Road, junctions were marked with signs to warn cyclists to be aware of potential traffic 
crossing the path. There do not seem to be such signs on the south side. During discussion of 
the topic, it was noted that the canal path can still be dangerous for pedestrians; check with 
police whether pedestrians or cyclists have priority on shared paths, for both canal path and A8.
Cllr Bruce arrived at this point. With reference to item 3.24, he agreed to identify how many other 

KW
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Community Councils meet on the third Monday of the month.   Cllr Bruce had received 
comments from residents regarding the temporary lights at Ratho Park Road for the recent BT 
work, also regarding emptying of bins, and the road closure at Piggery Bends, all of which had 
been dealt with.

Cllr Bruce

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 18th September – in Ratho Church Hall Monday 20th November
Monday 16th October Monday 18th December
2018
Monday 15 January Monday 16 July
Monday 19 February Monday 20 August
Monday 19 March Monday 17 September
Tuesday 17 April Monday 15 October
Tuesday 22 May Monday 19 November
Monday 18 June Monday 17 December
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