
Approved minutes October 2017 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 16th October 2017 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, R Godfree, S Bisset, E Gray, V Thrush-Denning 
(representing PPG), J Couper, D Hunter, C Gillan

In attendance: Cllrs G Bruce, G Hutchison, R Henderson, PC E Chancellor, PC A Douds, 1 member of 
the public

Apologies: Cllr N Gardiner

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meetings

Minutes of meeting of 21st August were approved.
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: R Godfree

Notes of meeting of 18th September were noted.

3 Matters arising from 21st August 
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB

3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – Cllr Henderson has been invited 
to a meeting on Tuesday 24th October to receive a briefing on the feasibility study by the 
consultant who carried it out, and will report the findings to RADCC.

RH

3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – A section of the A71 is shortly being resurfaced, 
presumably including white lining, but it does not include the worst part of the road (see item 8). 
Mud on Wilkieston Road was still an issue, it seemed gullies were again blocked. R Godfree to 
request they be cleared again.

RG

3.4 (3.4) Lamppost-attached festive lights – nothing to report

3.5 (3.6) School Parking – There have been a number of emails concerning problems with parking at 
the school. Where police had taken action at some schools to control inconsiderate parking, it 
was effective while they were present but reverted once they left. There is insufficient parking 
space for all the parents who choose not to walk, and inconsiderate parking blocking the lock-
ups has occurred. We have been informed that all the lock-ups are occupied.

3.6 (3.8) Community action plan – nothing to report

3.7 (3.11) Hallcroft railings – nothing to report

3.8 (3.13) Piggery Bends – Some white lining had been carried out at the junction of Harvest Drive/ 
Harvest Road and at the junction with Cliftonhall Road the previous weekend, but Piggery Bends 
requires further consideration. As it is a national speed limit road, a road closure is required to 
carry out the work. Overhanging trees at the very narrow part of the pavement have still not been 
cleared. Cllr Hutchison to follow up. GH

3.9 (3.14) Dog fouling – There are continuing problems with dog fouling on the football pitch and in 
the school grounds. Residents are encouraged to report instances to Environmental Wardens. 
However, it was noted that, since the Neighbourhood Partnerships have ceased, it was difficult 
for RADCC to have direct input to Environmental Wardens and Safety sub-groups.

3.10 (3.15) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – Pavement has still to be adjusted.

3.11 (3.16) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.12 (3.17) School Wynd – nothing to report
3.13 (3.18) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – nothing to report AF
3.14 (3.19) Fly tipping – nothing to report JW
3.15 (3.20) Wilkieston planning matters – nothing to report
3.16 (4) Road markings westward from airport slip road – K Watt had complained to North West 

Neighbourhood Roads team about the lack of clear hatching on the road.
3.17 (12) Parking near shops – We received a proposal at the beginning of September for upgrading 

the parking near the shops. While the landscaping involved would provide a better ambiance to 
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the centre of the village, it would not in fact provide any additional parking spaces. We await a 
response from the SW office. It was suggested that additional parking could be created at the 
end of the lock-ups, although it was noted that this would mean additional cars manoeuvring in 
this area and potentially creating an unsafe environment. 

3.18 (16) Priority on shared paths – To be followed up. KW
3.19 There were no matters arising from the Notes of the 18th September meeting.
4 Police report

PC Douds reported that there had been 5 crimes in the Almond area in September: 
3 thefts of petrol from the BP garage;
1 isolated incident where locks were super-glued at Hillwood Terrace;
1 serious incident, a break-in at Broxburn Browns, a safe and computer equipment were stolen.
There had been comments on social media from Gogar about motorcyclists, residents thought 
there had been motorbikes going up and down then some houses broken into; PC Douds was 
aware there had been antisocial behaviour in connection with motorbikes, but was not aware of 
any break-ins having been reported. He will investigate, K Watt to forward the information put out 
on Facebook. As the motorbikes disappeared in the direction of Ratho, residents thought they 
came from Ratho but that was only supposition. PC Douds confirmed that there had been a 
spike in motorbike-related crime, coming from North Edinburgh, and encouraged residents to 
phone in any suspicious behaviour.
PC Chancellor reported that in September, there had been no assaults, house break-ins or hate 
crimes. There had been low level antisocial behaviour, eg knocking on doors at North Street – 
the police would be talking to those responsible – and there had been a report about a dirt bike 
on the canal path. There were two thefts, one item lost in a taxi at Main Street, Ratho, now 
allegedly stolen, and one theft of clothing from the staff room at the Dalmahoy Hotel.
A meeting was held in the library with Lydia Markham from CLD, who was tasked with getting 
youth more involved in the community. J Wightman had suggested that she contact the police for 
some background information. However the meeting had clashed with another and was not well 
attended, so it will be re-programmed.
PC Chancellor had received an email regarding a lorry going over the bridge, and he would 
contact the company concerned.

PC Douds/
K Watt

PC 
Chancellor

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Hutchison had received very few emails or complaints from this area. The only issues 
brought to his attention concerned the renaming of a small farm track at Gogar Station Road, 
and waist high weeds and grass on Cliftonhall Road, at the industrial estate. The Council had 
now trimmed back all areas for which they are responsible, anything remaining was not their 
responsibility. J Wightman will look at this area.
Cllr Bruce also had very little from Ratho. He received a complaint about overhanging trees etc 
at Piggery Bends, although it is not in his area (Cllr Hutchison has taken it on). He had also been 
invited to the meeting regarding a bridge over the canal at the climbing centre (see 3.2). He had 
attended an Edinburgh Leisure event, the World Climbing championships, at the climbing centre. 
Cllr Henderson had nothing further to add.
No written reports had been received from other elected members.

JW

6 Chair's report
J Wightman understood councillors in Pentland received an email from Nicola Littlejohn 
regarding nursery provision in the area, J Wightman had confirmed that there was no catchment 
area for nursery provision, unlike primary and secondary. Cllr Gardiner had responded on behalf 
of councillors and was going to liaise directly with Education services. The government had 
promised nursery provision would be increased. When major planning applications for housing 
are submitted, under Section 75 planners expect a contribution to primary and secondary 
education, but not nursery – if it is becoming a statutory service, it should also be under 
consideration. Cllr Henderson to raise this matter with Planning. 
It was reported that the situation with the re-opened bridle path from Jupiter Artland had not 
improved; there had been one accident so far, but a number of near misses. Cllr Henderson will 
contact the West Clifton residents again. Planning have now said they are prepared to re-
examine the enforcement case.

RH

RH

7 Treasurer's report
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Poppy wreaths have been purchased at a cost of £87.41.

8 Secretary's report
There had been correspondence with Transport Design regarding patching on Calder Road 
between Addiston Farm Road and Dalmahoy Road. This has now been arranged for 6 
November and information updated on Facebook. Relevant emails have been forwarded to 
members.
(Post-meeting note: A71 resurfacing has been postponed from 6 November, for a week)

9 Planning
9.1 Wave Garden/Craigpark Quarry

The closing date for comments is long past; there were submissions both in support and 
expressing concerns. There appears to be have been a meeting between Planning and Colliers, 
as a 6/7-page response from Colliers appeared on the planning portal in late September, 
responding to issues raised at a meeting, and by RADCC. The whole application continues to 
lack significant areas of detail, with many items to be “dealt with after consent”. It was now 
difficult to know what the development will be like when finished, or how much it might grow. 
There are allusions to features like a zip wire and snowboard ramp possibly being provided by 
outside agencies. Not all of the buildings are included, so there is no idea what their visual 
impact will be. There is a statement that they did not require to assess noise as there are no 
adjacent properties; however, when the Cala houses are completed, the nearest house will be 
just 50m from the proposed snowboard jump and adjacent to luxury lodges. Colliers maintain 
that 70% of the original country park will be freely available to the public, but from their own 
documents it appears more like 50%.
As the planning application in June was significantly different from what was presented in the 
public exhibitions in February/March, and there are so many unknowns, it was suggested that 
RADCC should write again to Nancy Jamieson to ask if we can make further observations 
regarding the most recent material. There are serious concerns, particularly regarding the source 
of power and water for the development, and Cllr Henderson encouraged those concerns to be 
put in writing to the Case Officer or Head of Planning. When the item is scheduled to go to 
committee, RADCC can obviously write to members of the committee. It is understood that Cala 
have not expressed any views regarding the development, although it was suggested that, as 
signatories to the second legal agreement, drawn up in response to the supplementary 
application for material changes submitted in July 2013, they are in fact involved.

GL

9.2 Garden District
At a recent talk regarding land supply in the area, maps were displayed showing the location of 
land supply, but the Garden District was not mentioned. SASA had withdrawn their objection 
though other objections remain for consideration. The recent application concerned only the 
smaller area up to the bypass. Residents at Gogar have concerns about roads.

9.3 Newbridge Inn extension
This application is for the provision of 41 bedrooms. 

9.4 14a Wilkieston Road/Medical Centre
An amendment to the previous application has been lodged.

9.5 Training
G Low is attending a training event on 31 October.

10 Transport
After lengthy discussions at the meeting on 18th September on the history of the bus service, 
Cllrs Henderson and Gardiner suggested that discussion about the future of the bus service 
should begin well before the renewal of the supported service tender. Cllr Gardiner had 
highlighted that improving the bus service in West Edinburgh was one of the coalition pledges. 
C Gillan has forwarded his previous proposal to Cllr Gardiner who will forward it to Lothian 
Buses. 

11 NHS Provision
Val Thrush-Denning, Chair of the PPG, reported that PPG representation at future RADCC 
meetings will be rotated among members of the PPG. 
The Ratho practice was taken over by East Calder Medical Centre on 1 October. The IT system 
was the first thing to be changed, and went smoothly. There is now a new receptionist. As the 
new health centre will not open as early as expected, the current nurses will stay until the move, 
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then East Calder nurses will take over. There is now a female doctor doing sessions at Ratho, 
and an out of hours opening is being provided. New patients are encouraged to register now. 
As mentioned at 9.4, a new Planning Application has been lodged to amend the previous 
application. The target date for determination of the application is 7 November. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
Cllr Henderson had attended a meeting several weeks ago where the structure of locality 
committees was discussed, and he had had a report that the structure was now agreed, but 
nothing more was known. The sub-locality structure, for community councils to feed into, was 
important but there was no template for that, a model would not be imposed. It will be dependent 
on consultation and he urged RADCC to think about what would be most effective and would 
work best. J Wightman understood that a proposal would be put to the Council on 12 November, 
following which there would be a 3-month consultation, with a structure in place by March at 
earliest. Although a structure was not currently in place, Cllr Henderson stressed that issues can 
still be raised, services have not shut down. There will be NW localities meetings on 1 and 2 
November, in Corstorphine and West Pilton.

13 EACC
Nomination forms for office-bearers were signed, in advance of the EACC AGM. 

14 Airport report
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Next full meeting is in early November. Meantime, Edinburgh Airport Ltd (EAL) has published its 
submission to the CAA with the rationale for the proposals. This document is available at 
https://s3-eu-west-
1.amazonaws.com/edinburghairport/files/acpv2/EDI_ACP_Rationale_Document.pdf 
from www.letsgofurther.com. Community council representatives were invited to a meeting 
outlining the proposals (attended by R Godfree and K Watt). Those affecting our area would be a 
turn towards East Calder during peak times (6.00-10.00am) when required, after March 2019. 
Flights over Newbridge would continue with aircraft ascending more quickly to try and reduce 
noise and CO2 emissions.

14.2 Noise Management Board
Has held 2 meetings and is working to establish their remit and priorities. 

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 41
New followers – 9
CC updates via the Google group – 5
New members of Google group – 1

16 AOCB
One of the Union Canal Unlocked plaques has been removed from a picnic bench on the 
towpath; it is in Scottish Canals' workshop for repair following vandalism. 
Noted that the building over the Seagull Trust's dry dock is now complete and looks excellent.

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 20th November Monday 18th December
2018
Monday 15 January Monday 16 July
Monday 19 February Monday 20 August
Monday 19 March Monday 17 September
Tuesday 17 April Monday 15 October
Tuesday 22 May Monday 19 November
Monday 18 June Monday 17 December
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