
Approved minutes December 2017 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 18th December 2017 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, E Gray, R Godfree, V Thrush-Denning, C Gillan, 
In attendance: G Lindhurst MSP, PC A Murdoch, Cllrs N Work, G Hutchison, R Henderson, N Gardiner, 

J Tebbutt, 1 member of the public 
Apologies: J Couper, D Hunter, Cllr G Bruce

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 20th November were approved, with one amendment: in attendance, Jessie 
Lawrence should read Jessie Tebbutt.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: C Gillan

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB

3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – Cllr Henderson said there was 
nothing further to report in the short term. He will provide an email update when possible.

RH

3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – The A71 road resurfacing had revealed significant 
overgrowth of verge, due to not being swept for years, similarly with pavements. The contractors 
had not yet completed the resurfacing; it is not known if it will be completed by Christmas. 

3.4 (3.4) Lamppost-attached festive lights – 3 weeks after being requested, lights were switched on in 
time for carol singing.

3.5 (3.5) School Parking – J Wightman and K Watt had met the Head Teacher last month re the Park 
Smart scheme, and agreed would meet again in the new year to see if it had been effective. It 
started on 23rd November and was to run for about a month. 
PC Murdoch reported that police had been running a road safety operation, visiting schools and 
other locations in the ward. It was reported that on one day recently, after dropping a child off, a 
car had reversed at speed through the school gates. It was not clear whether or not there is any 
Council-wide guidance on vehicle “behaviour” on school premises. 

JW

3.6 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report

3.7 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – Nothing further had happened, still at design stage.

3.8 (3.8) Piggery Bends – Nothing will be done till next financial year, but the work may be 
programmed in February in conjunction with other works (white line reinstatement and cutting 
back vegetation).

3.9 (3.9) Dog fouling – nothing to report

3.10 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – nothing to report

3.11 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.12 (3.13) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – nothing to report AF

3.13 (3.14) Fly tipping – nothing to report JW
3.14 (3.15) Wilkieston planning matters – nothing to report

3.15 (3.16) Road markings westward from airport slip road – nothing to report
3.16 (3.17) Parking near shops – This matter was raised again at the walkabout in December.
3.17 (6)  Section 75 contribution to nursery provision – Cllr Henderson had put this question to 

Planning, but has not yet received a response.
RH

3.18 (6) Jupiter Artland bridle path – nothing to report
3.19 (4) Meetings with young people – Further meetings had been held. Two suggestions they would 

like to take forward are football, with support from Gate 55, and boxing taster sessions. Some 
funding may be required, but any application for eg Neighbourhood Partnership funding would 
have to come from a properly constituted body. The chair asked if members would support an 
application being made on their behalf by RADCC, there was no dissent. Suggestions for other 
bodies which could be approached for funding would also be welcomed. JW

3.20 (9.3) Daltons – K Watt wrote to Planning but has not yet received a response. KW
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3.21 (9.5) Wave Garden action – see 9.1 below

3.22 (16) Rotary grants – The Rotary year had two assessment sessions; there were 8 applications in 
the first, none from Ratho. The fund had been increased by a contribution from a housebuilder in 
Currie. Last year, Ratho Brownies & Rainbows received £250, and Friends of Craigpark Playpark 
also received £250. Applications are welcomed.

4 Police report
PC Murdoch had nothing to report for Ratho on crime reporting.
There had been a report of a cyclist being struck by a missile as he cycled along the towpath near 
the climbing centre, and he fell into the canal. He heard people running away, and had reported it 
to the police. PC Murdoch was not aware of the incident. 
A resident had reported antisocial behaviour, date unknown. Police attended from Wester Hailes 
and claimed that the incident was trivial and should not have been reported as they had more 
significant crimes to deal with. PC Murdoch agreed that this was not an acceptable attitude, and 
would follow the matter up. 
An incident had been reported on Facebook, where someone's door was knocked in the middle of 
night, but there was no-one there. It had been suggested that this was a recognised criminal 
practice, if there was no response to a door knock they may try to break in.
Noted that pavement parking on the south side of Main Street prevents pedestrians, never mind 
prams/buggies/wheelchair users, from using the pavement. This has been drawn to the attention 
of both Housing and Roads in the past, without anything being done.
PC Murdoch had received a report from Newbridge colleagues:
- 8 November, several vehicles were broken into at Western Volkswagen, someone was caught 
and charged.
- attempted break-in to the electricity substation on Cliftonhall Road.
- theft of number plates at Ratho Station.
- theft of a beehive from farmhouse, Harvest Road.
- travellers at Newbridge, however Batleys had served writs that day, they should be gone soon.

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr N Gardiner
Is now Convenor of the Planning Committee. He may remain in RADCC meetings when planning 
matters are discussed, but not give his views.
Cllr G Hutchison
Met with residents at Gogar Station Road re the single lane bridge, without traffic lights, south of 
Daltons. He is looking into the matter further. He had received a number of emails regarding 
closure of the pool at the Living Well gym at the Airport Hilton, which was still not accessible 
following a death in the pool around 7 months ago. Cllr Work confirmed that it was still an ongoing 
case; the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal were still investigating, so both the hotel’s and the 
Council's hands were tied until that was complete. J Wightman was pleased to note that if 
possible, one of the Conservative councillors would try to attend each RADCC meeting next year. 
Cllr G Bruce
Had received a complaint about traffic speed on Cliftonhall Road, and would report back on that.
Cllr N Work
As reported at the last meeting, the Council is considering setting a speed limit of 40mph along 
the whole of the A8. There is an informal consultation at the moment. It was felt that it is likely to 
be ineffective unless enforced.
Cllr R Henderson
Nothing further to add.

6 Chair's report
J Wightman had attended the Lord Provost's reception the previous week, which was a good 
networking event. She had also attended a course on Scottish law of consultation, run in 
connection with the airport and the Scottish government. 

7 Treasurer's report
Nothing to report from the Treasurer.
G Low requested approval to purchase a cable to connect laptops to the large screen in the room 
used by RADCC, for public meetings or presentations (estimated cost £20) – agreed. 
CEC has advised that legislation requires website users to be advised that the website uses 
cookies. The website developer can do this in 2 hours work, at £50 per hour – agreed. 

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 2

http://www.twitter.com/radcc
http://www.radcc.org/


Approved minutes December 2017 Ratho & District Community Council

A further £35 was authorised for registration under the requirements of the Data Protection Act.
8 Secretary's report

There had been various correspondence regarding infrastructure and road repairs. In particular 
we advised that gullies broken by BT on Wilkieston Road had been repaired. Following update on 
social media, a resident advised that gullies on the south side had been damaged by “willow 
roots”, so the Roads Engineer was advised and noted this for future reference.
Other matters included: comment on the use of Ratho Station Flyover Park as overflow parking 
for the Highland Show; notification by Cleansing of late running of food waste collections due to 
icy conditions; proposed road closure on Harvest Road, postponed and rescheduled for February 
when the Localities Road Engineer hopes to complete the white line reinstatement; how to 
request grit bins to be filled on the Cala developments prior to roads being adopted by CEC.

9 Planning
9.1 Wave Garden

RADCC were asked to comment on additional/modified drawings submitted for the Wave garden 
and the justification for lodges. A public meeting was held which was well attended. The RADCC 
response to the Council will include the comments made. RADCC generally approve of the 
concept of a country park incorporating surfing and training facilities, but would highlight some 
points to which we “object”, use of that term being the only way for such items to be taken into 
consideration by Planning.
Scott Brewster reiterated that comment has been sought only on the additional information, which 
was not material change. In response to concerns that had been raised at the meeting and 
separately with Cllr Henderson, he noted that the Phase 1 habitat survey carried out in February 
was available on the planning portal; obviously that was a winter month. More specific surveys 
were done in May, particularly addressing protected species, and Planning have advised that that 
information is not available on the portal because of the mention of protected species, whether 
any were found or not. This is a point of principle, to protect such species. However, Mr Brewster 
pointed out that the Environmental Statement says that no protected species were found.
The official response from RADCC will be available on the portal, but will also be copied to Cllr 
Henderson. RG

9.2 Street naming
As reported at the last meeting, Planning has undertaken to include procedures to engage with 
community councils with regard to naming of streets in their area. It was felt important that past 
occurrences of eg names suggested by Ratho being used in Currie, should not be repeated. 

9.3 Manager's residence
As advised by Cllr Henderson following discussion at the previous meeting, regarding occupancy 
of the premises without Planning Consent or Building Warrant, a complaint was submitted to the 
Planning Department. The response was confusing insofar as it implied that, whilst 
acknowledging a breach of Planning Control, it appeared that no enforcement action could be 
taken until consent was granted. Cllr Henderson, without being in any way an expert, suggested 
that the sense of it was that the building had gone ahead without consents etc at the builder's own 
risk. Mr Brewster's understanding was that the only thing holding matters up was a title search; 
Section 75 had been signed, and it was tied into Section 75 for a material variation for the country 
park.

10 Transport
The review of subsidised bus services is due early next year. There have been various 
suggestions for alternative routes. It was hoped to arrange a meeting with Lothian Buses in 
January/February to put suggestions to them beforehand. Cllr Gardiner recommended asking Ian 
Bieniowski from Lothian Buses to a RADCC meeting to hear views, he had attended a community 
council meeting in Balerno the previous week.

11 NHS Provision
Progress on the new building was now in the hands of BT. The PPG had had a preview of the 
building and it is quite impressive. There is no opening date as yet. Some protocols, eg with 
regard to test results, have been changed. There will be security cameras on the new building. 
The high level lighting will go off at 6.30pm, due to complaints by residents, but existing low level 
light will be sufficient for the security cameras.
There was a meeting regarding boundary changes the previous Thursday, but nothing further has 
been heard. Cllr Henderson will follow up. RH

12 Education – high school catchment areas
A new school is to be built in South Queensferry (due July 2022), which will not have capacity for 
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Kirkliston pupils. Initial discussions were around whether Kirkliston pupils would go to 
Winchburgh, or stay within Edinburgh, at a new Edinburgh West high school (EWHS) to be built 
either within the Business Gateway near Gogar roundabout or at Ratho Station. The other 
problem at the same time was the need for a new high school at Wester Hailes, and at Currie, and 
a joint one was proposed (also due 2022). Some Currie children will go to Balerno while Ratho 
children will go to the new EWHS. Balerno will be refurbished and extended, with pupils moving 
into the old Currie High School for two years, once they have moved out. There is concern in 
Currie and Balerno, particularly regarding traffic. 
From the Ratho perspective, there had been consultation via Facebook. If a new school is sited in 
Ratho Station, it will be built on part of the park, which people are unhappy about. A number of 
pupils in Ratho would be within the 3-mile area of Ratho Station, if the new school is built there, 
and could therefore be expected to take public transport, but would not qualify for a bus pass. The 
proviso that children have to be able to walk safely to school would be untenable, buses would 
probably have to be laid on. Until it is clear what is happening at Kirkliston, Ratho and Ratho 
Station residents do not know what they will be facing. The Chair of Corstorphine CC would like a 
meeting of all CCs involved, but J Wightman feels that is premature.
Cllrs Gardiner and Henderson stressed that discussions were still at an informal stage and ideas 
were welcomed. There will be public meetings at different schools, no dates yet identified. When 
they are known, RADCC would advertise and recommend all residents, not just current parents, 
to attend. Current options did not appear to have taken into account bus transport or safer routes 
to school, which was fundamental. It was stressed that parents can comment now, via the 
website, at 
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20263/edinburgh_schools_review/1660/west_and_sout
h_west_schools_review/2 

13 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
These will remain for at least one more session. Almond on 17 Jan, Pentland on 23rd Jan.

14 EACC
EACC are investigating data protection, to try to provide guidance to community councils. 

15 Airport report
15.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Nothing to report.
15.2 Noise Management Board

Have met 4 times, the next meeting is on 10 January, when is anticipated that terms of reference 
and new name will be ratified. The Board will receive issues raised by anybody in the community. 
After January, it may be advisable to let the public know that they have a channel to take matters 
to the Board through the Community Council's own representative. The next meeting will also 
brainstorm issues and establish an annual programme. The Board currently has 12 members, 
mostly from community councils. 

16 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 34
New followers – 11
CC updates via the Google group – 5
Google group members – 0

17 AOCB
There was a query about the protocol for gritting paths into schools; it was generally viewed that 
janitors were responsible. Any queries or issues should be directed to the Head Teacher. 
It was noted that when a mirror was suggested at the junction of Dalmahoy Road and Ransfield 
Road, CEC refused, however a mirror has now appeared at the nearby junction of Dalmahoy 
Road and Ratho Mains farm & cottages. The Ransfield Road junction is particularly dangerous 
due to restricted visibility. Cllr Henderson suggested contacting Andy Edwards to follow up. 

JW/KW

KW

18 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 15 January Tuesday 22 May Monday 17 September
Monday 19 February Monday 18 June Monday 15 October
Monday 19 March Monday 16 July Monday 19 November
Tuesday 17 April Monday 20 August Monday 17 December
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