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Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 15th January 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, E Gray, J Couper 
In attendance: Cllr G Bruce, Cllr G Hutchison, PC Kelly, PC Loosemore, PC Howie, J Tebbutt 
Apologies: R Godfree, S Bisset, A Fraser, C Gillan, G Lindhurst MSP, Cllrs S Webber, N Work, R 

Henderson, N Gardiner 

Action 

1 Apologies 
As above. 

2 Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of meeting of 18th December were approved. 
Proposed: G Low Seconded: K Watt 

3 Matters arising from last meeting 

3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB 

3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – Nothing to report. J Wightman 
has the feasibility study, provided by Cllr Henderson, which she can forward to anyone 
interested. Further work is to be done to clarify costings. 

3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – White lines have now been reinstated on the 
resurfaced area of the A71 between Addiston Mains Road and Dalmahoy Road. 

3.4 (3.4) Lamppost-attached festive lights – Nothing further has been heard from the enforcement 
enquiry, re a small Christmas tree in Ratho. Lights have not yet been switched off. 

3.5 (3.5) School Parking – A meeting with Rachel Lytollis will be arranged to review. 

3.6 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report 

3.7 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – SW Roads Services have had an assessment of a number of barriers 
with recommendations and have requested some clarification. Once they have this information 
they will engage a barrier specialist to carry out the recommendations, which will probably mean 
replacing the barrier on Hallcroft Park. They will keep us informed. 

3.8 (3.8) Piggery Bends – nothing to report 

3.9 (3.9) Dog fouling – nothing to report 

3.10 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – nothing to report 

3.11 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report 

3.12 (3.12) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – nothing to report AF 

3.13 (3.13) Fly tipping – nothing to report JW 

3.14 (3.14) Wilkieston planning matters – nothing to report 

3.15 (3.15) Road markings westward from airport slip road – nothing to report 

3.16 (3.16) Parking near shops – nothing to report (see 13) 

3.17 (3.17)  Section 75 contribution to nursery provision – Cllr Henderson had received a response to RH 
his query. It states that S75 contributions are only collected towards new nursery provision 
attached to 7 proposed new schools as the significant cumulative growth in children as a result of 
new development justifies the new facilities. S75 contributions are not currently collected 
elsewhere in the city, but the new requirement to offer 1140 hours is being reviewed and if it is 
established that additional infrastructure is required, and that new development accounts for the 
impact, developer contributions could be collected. 

3.18 (3.18) Jupiter Artland bridle path – nothing to report 

3.19 (3.19) Meetings with young people – The group are considering whether to submit an application 
to sports training; J Wightman has suggested they prepare the application themselves and she 
will then review. 

3.20 (3.20) Daltons – K Watt had again requested an update, but had received no response. 
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3.21 (3.21) Wave Garden application – A response was formulated and submitted in good time. 

3.22 (3.22) Rotary grants – The Community Chest fund has £5,000. There have been around 10 
applications, most of which are likely to be approved at the next assessment at the end of March. 
No applications had been received from Ratho. 

3.23 (11) NHS Provision, boundary changes – The boundary changes had gone through as proposed, 
including Camps and Wilkieston, despite there being a very poor bus service. Confirmation of 
boundary changes had been communicated to the PPG. 

3.24 (17) Gritting school paths – The Head Teacher had confirmed that the School Support Officer 
(Janitor) is responsible. 

3.25 (17) Mirror at junction – K Watt had been advised by our Roads Team that mirrors at the 
Ransfield Road/Dalmahoy Road junction would be unsafe and unacceptable. 

4 Police report 
PC Kelly (Almond, South Queensferry) 

16 crimes for Ratho Station/Newbridge in December, 4 solved and the remainder are under 
investigation. 

1 minor assault; 5 thefts; 2 thefts of vehicles; 1 domestic house break-in; 1 business break-in; 1 
incident of stalking; 1 fraud; various road traffic incidents. The vehicle theft was at Western 
Volkswagen, where there have been problems before. This was a slightly higher number than 
normal, but mostly it is a small spate of incidents connected with businesses in Newbridge. 
Thefts included theft of spare wheels, and fuel siphoned from vans in Batleys. 

The domestic break-in was on Hillwood Road on 6 December, where a ground floor window was 
smashed, the house searched and jewellery stolen. RTA matters included one male charged with 
driving without insurance, and a second charged with dangerous driving on Cliftonhall Road. 

A new Sergeant, Scott Kennedy, was now in post. 

PC Howie (Pentland) reported that there had been no house break-ins or thefts in the period. 
There had been a road safety initiative and a house break-in initiative in December. The roads 
one came under Operation Heddle and community officers were heavily involved throughout. 
During the month long period, 180 driving warnings were issued, tickets issued on a number of 
issues, and two drink drivers caught and their vehicles seized. 

There had been no assaults, thefts or hate crimes. One incident of antisocial behaviour, a male 
was arrested following alcohol-related disorder on 30 December. 

Police are aware that Cllr Henderson was contacted by a member of the public concerned about 
displacement of raptors at Craigpark Quarry. The police wildlife crime officer has been dealing 
with the matter. 

5 Elected members' reports 
Cllr Bruce 
Has talked to police regarding a complaint about speeding on Cliftonhall Road. Fly tipping had 
also been an issue, near the steadings. He and other conservative group members were meeting 
with representatives regarding the Wave Garden the following day. 

There had been major clearing of hedges etc at Dalmahoy junction, but it was understood this 
may just be to improve sightlines, rather than preparation for traffic lights. He also noted that 
Dalmahoy Road has very few white lines, and he suggested LEDs could be installed instead of 
cats eyes. To be followed up with Andy Edwards. 

Cllr Hutchison 
The issue of traffic lights over the single lane bridge near Daltons may take a long time to 
resolve. Plans drawn up previously were never followed through. There are not even priority 
notices. The accumulation of leaves on the footway also make it very dangerous. 

A Ratho Station resident had complained about parking issues, outside the houses on the north 
side of the A8. It was noted that these spaces were often used by coaches going to/from football 
matches. 

The proposed settlement from the Scottish government of £17.5m more than anticipated was 
very welcome, but the council estate, in particular schools, was in desperate need of attention. 
There will still need to be cuts, and CEC will need to have a number of options available. 

Cllr Henderson had provided various updates and feedback, reported on throughout the minute. 

Action 
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No reports provided by other councillors. 

6 Chair's report 
All items covered elsewhere. 

7 Treasurer's report 
£40 paid to Cockburn Association, as an affiliate of the Association. 

£6.45 paid to Treasurer for guaranteed next day delivery postal charges relating to submission of 
comments on Wave Garden. 

8 Secretary's report 
Various emails concerning Horsburgh buses running early, causing passengers to miss their bus. 
The company checked CCTV for a number of buses and found no evidence; however, a timed 
ticket shows that the bus was indeed running early, the passenger has been asked to forward a 
copy to Horsburgh. 

PC Douds has established that, along the entire section from Newbridge into town, signage of 
shared pedestrian/cycle space is chaotic and generally considered poor as a whole, especially at 
the west end. The space is better used at the east end, mainly due to RBS at Gogar, where 
signage is also slightly better. There is no clear indicator that this route is a shared space. NW 
Office has previously been advised of the problem. 

Considerable time has been spent on social media with residents whose bins and blue boxes 
had not been lifted. Frustration relating to this was intensified by the difficulties in reporting, so 
K Watt asked our councillors to suggest that residents should be able to report an entire missed 
street. Cllr Gardiner has passed this to Waste Services HQ who are considering how that can be 
taken forward. K Watt also reported that the recycling bins at the library car park in School Wynd 
were full and overflowing, with items apparently randomly squashed in bins. (Post-meeting note: 
these have now been cleared.) 

9 Planning 

9.1 Bonnington Quarry 
G Low to request Statutory Consultee status. It is confusing, in that this application states there 
is wildlife and a recent neighbouring one asserts there is not. A local resident is concerned about 
kestrels and great crested newts. There is no cumulative impact assessment of transport taking 
into account the effect of the potential number of lorry journeys in conjunction with the proposals 
for the Wave Garden. The increased traffic, and any issues with dust/smoke/odours, will be less 
than 0.5k from Cala housing at Craigpark. 

9.2 EICA access road 
The access road remains unadopted and comment has been made that it fails to meet minimum 
requirements (carriageway width and lack of footpath) for adoption by the council. This has 
implications regarding its use as proposed access for construction and operation of the proposed 
Wave Garden, in addition to continuing to serve EICA. 

9.3 Craigpark Public Park 
The completion of Craigpark Country Park, as presently consented, is due by end June 2018. It 
may be pertinent to formally request assurance for the community from the Planning Department 
that the completion deadline will be met. 

9.4 South West Communities Forum 
The appointment of Professor Phil Thomas to chair the South West Communities Forum was 
noted. His appointment is welcomed and we look forward to our first meeting. 

10 Transport 
There has been correspondence with John White, Lothian Buses, to hopefully arrange a meeting 
to look at possible new bus routes. Stewart Lowrie of CEC had also been approached regarding 
the possible tender routes. Also Stewart Lowrie asked to re-address the possibility of a bus stop 
at Wilkie View. 

11 NHS Provision 
V Thrush-Denning reported that action by BT is still awaited to complete the IT requirements for 
the new surgery. All possible steps are being taken to progress matters, but the situation is very 
frustrating. Cllr Bruce may try to use a personal contact to address the problem. 

Security lighting is now in place and is excellent. 

Action 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GL 
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  Action 

Subject to the completion of the IT provision, NHS and the associated Project Board have 
delivered the new surgery building. Agreed that, although information will continue until the new 
surgery is operational, this item will no longer be a standing item on the RADCC agenda, but will 
be replaced by the following item. 

 

12 Education – high school catchment areas 
This is needed as a new regular topic heading to keep everyone informed of developments. 
Dates for meetings with parents should have been set, as meetings are due to be held by mid- 
February. Cllr Bruce confirmed some meeting dates that he had been made aware of, in Juniper 
Green, Currie, Clovenstone etc., but no dates were available for Ratho or district. Cllr Hutchison 
reiterated that they had been told that the plan in West Edinburgh was not dependent on the 
participation or otherwise of Kirkliston, which is not what had been understood by RADCC. 
(subsequently informed it is a workshop for a maximum of 40 people – RADCC have not been 
invited to date) 

 

13 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities 
There will be an Almond meeting on Wednesday, with a Pentlands one the following week. 

 

 There had been no feedback as yet on the walkabout held on 12th December, nor further updates 
on previous proposals. 

 

14 EACC 
K Watt to attend the meeting in February, on data protection. 

 

15 Airport report  

15.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee 
no meeting 

 

15.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board 
Group name (as above), Terms of Reference and Code of Conduct have been formally adopted. 
The Terms of Reference state, “The Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board has been 
established to create and maintain an impartial pathway for the community at large to engage 
with Edinburgh Airport (EDI) in the understanding and resolution of issues relating to aircraft 
noise associated with EDI, with the primary aim of minimising the noise impact on affected or 
potentially affected communities.” A register of relevant noise-related issues has been opened 
against which agreed objectives will be listed that the Board will seek to achieve. Meetings are 
held on the first Wednesday of every month, and a website will be set up in due course. 

 

16 Communications 
Tweets and Retweets – 30 
New followers – 3 
CC updates via the Google group – 2 
Google group members – 0 

 

 Investigations are being made to determine whether Google Groups is a suitable vehicle, in 
terms of data protection. 

 

17 AOCB 
J Tebbutt noted that DPD vans/lorries regularly overtake her as a cyclist, driving too fast and too 
close, on Cliftonhall Road. It was suggested she should report this to Almond police. 

 
JT 

18 Dates of future meetings 
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated) 

 

 Monday 19 February  

Monday 19 March Monday 20 August 

Tuesday 17 April Monday 17 September 

Tuesday 22 May Monday 15 October 

Monday 18 June Monday 19 November 

Monday 16 July Monday 17 December 
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