
Approved minutes March 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday, 19th March 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, E Gray, A Fraser, R Godfree, C Gillan, J Couper 
In attendance: Cllr G Bruce, PC Kelly, PC Loosemore, B Stark (RSRA), J Tebbutt, S Brewster
Apologies: S Bissett, Cllrs G Hutchison, L Young, R Henderson, K Lang, S Webber, N Gardiner

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 19th February were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: G Low

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB

3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – nothing to report

3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – Request roadside lines to be done. JW/KW

3.4 (3.4) Lamppost-attached festive lights – nothing to report

3.5 (3.5) School Parking – nothing to report

3.6 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report

3.7 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – Post-meeting note: Roads team were successful in their bid for capital 
funding, they will now carry out a procurement exercise for a contractor to install the system.

3.8 (3.8) Piggery Bends –  nothing to report

3.9 (3.9) Dog fouling – nothing to report

3.10 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – nothing to report

3.11 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report

3.12 (3.12) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – see item 16

3.13 (3.14) Wilkieston planning matters – nothing to report

3.14 (3.15) Road markings westward from airport slip road – nothing to report

3.15 (3.16) Parking near shops – nothing to report

3.16 (3.17) Jupiter Artland bridle path – It was reported on social media that residents have submitted 
a formal complaint asserting many inaccuracies in the enforcement report and that they do not 
believe the Council has dealt fairly with their concerns.

3.17 (3.18) Meetings with young people – Grant applications were submitted to Neighbourhood 
Partnership for funding for boxing and a café for six months, these were approved. An application 
for football for 12 months was included within Choose Youth Grant Programme, the outcome is 
still awaited. 

3.18 (3.19) Daltons – There has been correspondence with nearby residents about continuing 
nuisance from Daltons' yard including litter, working hours in contravention of current planning 
conditions, and traffic problems. Residents are to seek advice from Almond councillors pending 
the outcome of the outstanding 2016 planning application and enforcement enquiry.

3.19 (3.20) Bonnington Quarry – see item 9.2

3.20 (3.21) New surgery issues with BT – The Chair of the PPG had that day received an update that 
final IT testing was scheduled for 20 March, and it was hoped a move date would be set by the 
end of the week. There will be an open morning on the Saturday before the surgery opens for 
business to allow residents to view the new facility. 

3.21 (3.22) Traffic v cyclist Cliftonhall Road – It was confirmed that some traffic continues to travel too 
fast on this road. PC Kelly recommended any near misses or other driving issues be reported to 
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Action
police by phoning 101, with the registration of the vehicle and details of any markings or livery. 
He also suggested that helmet or bike mounted cameras were helpful in identification.

3.22 (9.2) Craigpark Public Park -  see item 9.1

3.23 (16) NW Office/Scotmid re bollards – Bollards have now been installed.

3.24 (16) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report

4 Police report
PC Kelly reported for both areas, for the month of February.
Pentland Hills – Theft/housebreaking: shed broken into at West Clifton Cottages and bike stolen 
(there has been an increase across the area in shed break-ins and cycles being stolen). Minor 
assault & disturbance at Bridge Inn: all parties known to each other. Careless driving: cyclist 
overtaken whilst cycling over the bridge at Baird Road, caught on camera, enquiries ongoing. 
Theft: of building materials at Newbridge, and five break-ins to vehicles on 23 Feb, with 
speakers, satnav and cash stolen. The latter all reported to PC Chancellor, enquiries ongoing. 
Vandalism: to inflatable boat stored in car park at Ratho Park Hotel. Unauthorised encampment 
at Bonnington Quarry, police liaison officer has addressed and they will be moving on shortly.
Almond – One forgery; one unsuccessful attempt to break into a garage at Newbridge; one 
breach of the peace; three thefts, one of a radiator from a garden, one of brass fittings from an 
unattended HGV at Chariot Drive, and one of van batteries from vans parked at Batleys Cash & 
Carry; two incidents of failing to stop after vehicle accident, one of which, at McDonalds, involved 
a pedestrian. There were no assaults. 
The attack on the house in Ratho will likely be reported at the next meeting.

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Bruce attended the Development Management Sub-Committee visit to Craigpark quarry site 
on 19 March, where they were shown around regarding Wavegarden proposals. He put 3 
questions at the last full Council meeting, on schools (the final proposal will be published on 23 
April), roads, and infrastructure preparation for the 78,400 increase in population predicted by the 
Scottish government. He continues to pursue matters relating to gritting, gritter routes and the 
filling of grit bins; the main road through Ratho and down Hallcroft to the roundabout is Priority 1, 
as it is a bus route. He will liaise with Cllr Webber, who has been asking similar questions. 
From July, residents will be required to pay for collection of garden waste, they can sign up from 
May. An in-vehicle system will know which houses have paid. Council depots will be geared up 
for additional amounts of garden waste. Bottles were not collected from some streets in Ratho 
that week, K Watt has been assured they will be collected on 20th.
Cllr Gardiner assisted in amending the timing of the bridge closure on 25 March to ensure 
church attendance would not be affected. Attended Craigpark quarry visit.
Cllr Young had put a lot of effort into having bollards installed at Scotmid, now accomplished.
Cllr Lang continued to press parking officials to conclude the study into parking issues at 
Newbridge. He and Cllr Young got councillor support for a limit on the number of night flights at 
Edinburgh, the Council will now respond to the airport's noise action plan consultation to that 
effect. A revised planning application for the Ratho Station site from Taylor Wimpey is still 
awaited. A traffic regulation order is expected soon to make all of the A8 Glasgow Rd 40mph.
He and Cllr Young had opposed the imposition of the charge for garden waste collection, and 
had proposed allocating a greater sum to road/pavement maintenance, which was voted down.

6 Chair's report
The Patient Participation Group (PPG) no longer wish to be classified as a local interest group, 
with a nominated member on the Community Council. A Fraser has resigned from the PPG, and 
was asked to join the CC as a seconded member until the next set of elections. She agreed, and 
has also agreed to be the CC's representative on the Alcohol Forum. 
Forms for item 3.18 were signed by office-bearers as appropriate.  

7 Treasurer's report
There was nothing in particular to report. Coming towards the year end, the balance in the 
account was approximately £320 less than last year. There was an outstanding contribution of 
£40 to the Church Hall, for use of premises.
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Action
8 Secretary's report

K Watt met with RHS representatives and the local Parks Officer to discuss Ratho Station 
Flyover Park, left in a poor state by RHS Showground, who use it for overspill parking. A new 
handover procedure was agreed, involving residents if interested, to ensure the park is reinstated 
properly. 
Correspondence re item 3.19. Other correspondence included canal bridge closure on 25 March 
and associated bus diversions; drain overflow leading to flooding in Ratho Park Road; the delay 
in having grit bins refilled after residents worked so hard to clear side streets and pavements; 
advising that grit bins on Cliftonhall Road are not on the council site so cannot request refill.
There was no update on the Enforcement Enquiry into the unauthorised development at the old 
cement works, although the Enforcement Officer will be visiting the site in the coming week.

9 Planning
9.1 Craigpark Quarry/Country Park

The aim of that day's site visit was for the Development Management Committee to see the site 
and have the proposals explained to them. S Brewster confirmed that most of the country park 
had been seeded in autumn, and there will be a big difference once spring arrives. The mound at 
the north end will be used to fill in, and will be seeded in spring. The country park access path 
runs from Hallcroft effectively alongside the canal, and will be open 1st July. It was suggested that 
it would be diplomatic to inform residents what was happening. Many Hallcroft residents were 
concerned about increased parking in their streets, although Mr Brewster confirmed there is a 
small car park off the EICA entrance; that will of course increase in size if the Wavegarden is 
approved. Mr Brewster confirmed they are working to June, work has been carried out on paths 
through the winter, and the rest will be open and safe. Correspondence with Planning 
Department will be closed out with a response, within which it will be confirmed that the matter 
had been discussed at this meeting.

RG

9.2 Bonnington Mains Quarry
A letter was sent to Planning but there has been no response or contact. One issue raised was 
that the applicant had not approached the Community Council, that has still not happened. 

9.3 Planning Portal
A notice was put on the portal some four weeks previously to the effect that names and 
addresses of those who commented on planning applications would be published. However, it 
has been discovered that names and addresses of all commenters are now being included 
retrospectively. This would appear to be a clear abuse of data protection. It is understood that 
analysis of the data can be useful, eg to indicate how many comments are genuinely local, but 
such data could be extracted without it being published. There were concerns that this may 
discourage people from responding. It was pointed out that applicant details are also shared on 
the website, if not explicitly in the application, then later via unredacted documents. A formal 
letter will be sent to the Council. JW/KW

9.4 Coffee shop
It was understood that an Enforcement notice had been served, with regard to windows. It was 
confirmed that they intend to install a ramp, and that toilet is wheelchair accessible. Noted that 
the other three businesses in the village do not have ramp access, and the pharmacy and Post 
Office in particular should adhere to the relevant law. A Fraser to follow up.

AF

10 Transport
The current bus contract has been extended to allow for further review of subsidised bus 
services.

11 Education – high school catchment areas
Following a meeting at Balerno CC, attended by J Wightman, it appears there will not be a joint 
Currie and Balerno school. One problem is whether Balerno can be refurbished and extended. 
There is a meeting on 19 March in Kirkliston. Most residents there believe they will not go to 
Winchburgh. An option is being put forward for a school in Kirkliston, which would be less 
convenient for Ratho pupils than Ratho Station, as there is no direct bus service. Final options 
will be published on 23rd April, prior to the meeting on 29th. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
A meeting for localities in North West will be in April. Nothing had been heard re South West. Cllr 
Bruce to check and confirm.

GB
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Action
13 EACC

Nothing to report.

14 Airport report
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

There has been no meeting since the last report. The Chair has set up two subgroups, on 
Governance, and Meeting Content. K Watt is on the Governance group. Information on the Noise 
Action Plan was put on Facebook and circulated to the Google Group. 

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board
K Watt attended the March meeting as substitute. There was concern that the Noise Action Plan 
was published without prior consultation with the Board, and also about general interaction with 
management. A meeting is being sought with Edinburgh Airport management. Progress had 
been made on updating the brief for analysing noise data. It was felt that analysis of data post-
2011 would be helpful and this information will be requested from Edinburgh Airport Ltd.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 51
New followers – 12 (total 447)
CC updates via the Google group – 5

16 AOCB
At an EACC presentation, CCs had been advised to review their data protection arrangements 
and register with the Information Commission. The review of RADCC's arrangements and 
proposals for action were circulated prior to the meeting, and accepted. It was agreed that 
registration, costing £35, should be done before May. Noted that if sending an email to a few 
members and not the whole CC, they should not be addressed directly, but names entered under 
“bcc” (blind carbon copy).
B Stark said that the next project for RSRA (Ratho Station Residents' Association) would be 
regarding meetings; they usually meet monthly, in the school, at no charge because another 
group is using the premises at the same time, but they cannot meet when the school is closed.  
There had been concern locally on social media about a child having narrowly escaped being 
knocked down at the lockups, but details were not known. 
A Fraser had investigated the situation regarding the bus issue at the Gyle, specifically for those 
with limited mobility. Screens giving bus times were clearly visible from a seating area, and there 
was plenty of time to get from there to the bus stop. However, it is quite a distance from there to 
the tram stop. In contrast, getting between bus and tram stops at Hermiston Gait was very easy, 
and there was protection from weather.
R Godfree had attended a training event around 3 weeks previously:

• Enforcement – the general tone was that planners took a pragmatic approach
• Trees – especially  protected trees, including those in conservation areas
• Social media – across the Council, in its entirety, the Council holds over 200 accounts on 

social media. It was questioned how much time and cost this incurred, and whether it 
provided value for money. There was also a question about what they do to protect 
themselves from undue influence coming in.

Cllr Bruce noted that consultation on the tram extension opened that day.

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Tuesday 17 April Monday 17 September (venue tba)
Tuesday 22 May Monday 15 October
Monday 18 June Monday 19 November
Monday 16 July Monday 17 December
Monday 20 August
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