
Approved minutes April 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Tuesday, 17th April 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, A Fraser, J Couper, P Taylor (see 6)
In attendance: Cllr G Bruce, Cllr R Henderson, Cllr N Gardiner, PC E Chancellor, 2 members of public 
Apologies: G Low, R Godfree, D Hunter, S Bissett, Cllrs G Hutchison, K Lang, N Work, S Webber

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 19th March were approved.
Proposed: J Couper Seconded: A Fraser

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – nothing to report
3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – nothing to report
3.4 (3.4) Lamppost-attached festive lights – nothing to report
3.5 (3.5) School Parking – see item 8
3.6 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.7 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – nothing to report
3.8 (3.8) Piggery Bends – There was an Emergency Traffic Order for a short road closure to allow a 

fallen wall on Harvest Road to be cleared. The wall was knocked down in 2 places and requires 
to be reinstated. NW Office to be advised. Forestry cut down encroaching trees. Unfortunately 
reinstatement of white lining was not done at the time. There was a Traffic Order on Hillview 
Cottages to allow buses to divert, but some residents failed to remove their cars for the duration, 
which caused some difficulties.

KW

3.9 (3.9) Dog fouling – Lamppost signs have been put up encouraging residents to report incidents.
3.10 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – nothing to report
3.11 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.12 (3.12) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – see item 5
3.13 (3.13) Wilkieston planning matters – still under consideration
3.14 (3.14) Road markings westward from airport slip road – nothing to report
3.15 (3.15) Parking near shops – nothing to report
3.16 (3.16) Jupiter Artland bridle path – nothing to report
3.17 (3.17) Meetings with young people – The Choose Youth grant programme was unsuccessful. 

There will be liaison with Lydia Markham regarding the 6-month grant received from 
Neighbourhood Partnership for boxing and a café.

3.18 (3.18) Daltons – No update from Planning, nor on Planning Portal.
3.19 (3.19) Bonnington Quarry – nothing to report
3.20 (3.20) New surgery issues with BT – Move to the new surgery was on 13 April. An open morning 

on 14 April allowed residents to view facilities. The new phone number is 0131 333 0600.
3.21 (3.21) Traffic v cyclist Cliftonhall Road – nothing to report
3.22 (3.22) Craigpark Country Park – see item 9.1 
3.23 (3.24) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.24 (9.3) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – A submission was made to 

Planning that publication of historic personal details was in breach of data protection. R Godfree 
made a personal request to have his address removed, and that was done. To be followed up, 
partly at EACC, see also item 5.

JW

3.25 (12) Pentland Neighbourhood Partnership meeting – Cllr Bruce confirmed it is 24 April, at 
3.00pm.

4 Police report
PC Chancellor reported the last month's activities.
Housebreakings:
5 March – theft slip-in (unsecured house) at North Street, Ratho, electrical items stolen, forensic 
enquiry ongoing. 
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27 March – theft by housebreaking at West Ingliston Cottage, Newbridge. Male identified, 
arrested and charged. 
11 April – theft by housebreaking at Lidgate Shot, Ratho. Enquiry ongoing. Householder was told 
by attending police that culprits were probably looking for car keys.
There were no assaults, and no road safety issues.
Thefts, Ratho: 
22 March – attempted break-in at building site near climbing arena
26 March – attempted break-in to container at climbing arena
26 March – theft of hardware from Hillwood Farm
27 March – theft of motor vehicle at West Ingliston Cottage, Newbridge. Vehicle recovered, 
culprit identified and charged with multiple additional thefts and break-ins.
28 March – theft of building materials at Kaimes landfill site, CCTV enquiry ongoing
29 March – attempted break-in to container, and theft of manhole covers at Haggs Farm Road
8 April – theft from locked container at Haggs Farm Road
Thefts, Newbridge:
6-8 March – theft of spare wheel from van at Queen Anne Drive
11 March – elderly female duped into parting with cash by bogus workman at Riverside, 
Newbridge. A line of enquiry is active, being progressed by Operation Aristotle.
16-19 March – theft of fuel from Bonnington Mains Quarry. There are some lines of enquiry and if 
evidence is found will be taken forward. Police will be doing crime prevention work with the 
landowner. 
Officers continue to engage with persons residing in unauthorised encampments around the 
Ratho and District area.
A racial breach of the peace took place at McDonalds, Newbridge. The male involved has been 
identified and a positive line of enquiry is being progressed.
Antisocial behaviour:
9 March – vandalism to window at Main Street, Ratho. Youth identified, interviewed and 
subsequently admitted to causing the damage. He was charged and reported accordingly.
16 March – male arrested for being in possession of an offensive weapon and acting in a 
threatening manner at Main Street, Ratho
PC Chancellor is being temporarily seconded to Operation Agora, a divisional operation covering 
pedal cycle thefts across E Division. His community policing role will be covered temporarily by 
PC Kaiser-Ferris alongside PC Murdoch.
A member of the public queried whether police were concerned with environmental matters, 
particularly regarding developers and protected species. It was confirmed that there is a Wildlife 
Crime Officer, but that such matters are outwith the scope of reports received from police at 
Community Council level, as laid down by police HQ. PC Chancellor passed on his contact 
details and was prepared to discuss the matter further outwith the meeting.

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Bruce updated members on progress regarding traffic lights at Dalmahoy junction. A 40mph 
speed limit is in place but additional signs are being erected next week. Negotiations are still 
ongoing around the land for the junction but much progress has been made. Hopefully further 
updates in due course. The charge being introduced for garden waste will be £25 per bin per 
annum. Residents wishing to have their garden waste collected will have to opt into the scheme, 
and a sticker will be put on their bin. If not signed up, residents' brown bins will be removed.
Cllr Henderson and Cllr Work had nothing specific to report.
Cllr Hutchison is looking at a planning enforcement case of unauthorised development at 
Ingliston.
Cllr Lang was pleased that bollards had been successfully erected at Scotmid, Ratho Station as 
reported previously. He and Cllr Young were pushing to get Station Road and Hillwood Road 
included in road resurfacing plans. They support the plan for speed limit on Glasgow Road to be 
40mph throughout, and the proposal for a new pedestrian crossing at Middle Norton. He is 
pursuing officials for the complete results of the parking audit in Newbridge. He had attended, as 
had other councillors, the special meeting held by Education Committee for deputations on the 
school catchment review. His response to the Edinburgh Airport noise action plan consultation 
called for a limit on night time flights.
Cllr Gardiner had been involved in issues concerned with postponement of changes to the 
Planning Portal, although individual representations can still be made. There is recognition of the 
need to make the portal DDA-compliant and dialogue is continuing. As Chair of Planning 

NG
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Committee, he can hear views on planning matters but cannot comment. J Wightman drew Cllr 
Gardiner's attention to matters discussed at item 3.24; he undertook to investigate and report 
back. Advance notice had been received of proposed changes to the Gyle Shopping Centre, this 
may be an opportunity to talk to them regarding bus waiting areas etc, which had previously 
caused concern. 
A member of the public believed that the Wave Garden proposals should not go to Committee 
while, he believed, there was an outstanding issue concerning wildlife. He had lodged a Stage 2 
complaint with the Council that week. Cllr Gardiner reiterated that he could not comment, but 
noted that there had been a number of submissions concerning this development over several 
years, probably dealt with by different officers, and it was possible that some information 
submitted may not have been available to everyone. The resident was encouraged to re-submit 
any relevant documentation, and Cllr Gardiner agreed to speak with him outwith the meeting. 
J Wightman asked Cllr Gardiner for clarification regarding the production and monitoring of 
protected species reports and Landscape Habitat Management Plans.

NG

6 Chair's report
J Wightman thanked Campbell Gillan for all his services as representative of Ratho Environment 
Group on RADCC. He has now stood down, and is replaced by Philip Taylor. 
The new surgery is open, and thanks were expressed to Rod Graves and Kate Watt for their 
work on the Surgery Board over a number of years. The Patient Participation Group (PPG) have 
requested a grant to fund their ongoing work. RADCC has no funding to make such a grant, and 
it was suggested they approach the Neighbourhood Partnership for the Neighbourhood 
Engagement Fund (usually for one-off activities), or to try approaching a local company such as 
Scotmid or Bidfood. Contact details to be passed to K Watt.

7 Treasurer's report
A grant of £1,631 from Community Funds has been received towards the Ratho Youth Project.
Payment of £68.39 has been made for insurance, due for renewal on 30 April.
Income received in the year, net of the Youth Project grant, amounted to £693, made up of the 
annual Council grant and minimal interest on the bank account. Expenditure amounted to £922, 
exceeding income by £229. The Christmas Lighting fund, detailed separately, stands at £721. In 
summary, the account carried forward to 2018/19 stands at £6,794 inclusive of the Youth Project 
funding and Christmas Lighting fund. Accounts are ready for audit.

8 Secretary's report
There has been no feedback on enforcement enquiry about unauthorised operational 
development at the cement works, nor on the problem with grit bins at Bonnington.
The Community Council Liaison Officer has updated the RADCC record of membership. Ratho 
School Voice/Parent Council to be asked if they still wish to be a Local Interest Group with a 
nominated member.
Email correspondence - with Neighbourhood Team re fly-tipping at the communal bins at North 
Street shops; with Parks Play Areas about the reinstatement of the roundabout in Ratho Park 
and having the play surface power-washed to clear moss; with North West Team about removal 
of stonework fallen from the wall at Old Norton Quarry.
Email from Engagement Consultant working with Fair Start, a programme for service providers, 
health care professionals and communities to work together to help narrow the employment gap 
for disadvantaged groups. It was agreed at this stage to propose publicising the project and his 
role rather than hold a meeting.
Email correspondence about oil spillage in Library car park, caused by a resident servicing a 
vehicle there. The Facilities Manager took no responsibility. It was eventually cleared by Roads, 
following intervention by a manager at a higher level. The problem of car parking in the Library 
car park was also highlighted.
There was some discussion regarding traffic and parking around the school. Cllr Gardiner 
believed there was money available to encourage walking to school, he would investigate and 
feed back. A walking bus had been tried before, but insufficient parents were willing to operate it.

KW

KW

NG

9 Planning
9.1 Wave Garden

According to the legal agreement which is in force, the country park must be in place by end of 
June 2018. When Councillors visited the site earlier this year, Mr Brewster was aware of that and 
believed it would be. Work on Wave Garden has stopped till the application goes to Committee. 

9.2 Ramp & disabled access to shops
A Fraser had found that a number of areas in Main Street are not DDA compliant, and actually 
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dangerous, eg crossings not properly aligned. There are four business operating from shop 
premises in Ratho, all but one have been approached regarding access. It was hoped that it 
would be possible to bring everyone together to help provide a legal and safe environment for 
the disabled and elderly in the village. These are 2 separate issues: pavements/kerbs, and shop 
access. As a start, it was agreed to ask the Roads Engineer to have a walkabout to consider the 
former, before the next meeting if possible, A Fraser to mark up a plan for guidance. It may be 
helpful to consider those who are faced with mobility issues at the moment.

AF

10 Transport
An email from Chris Day, who is setting up a campaign for Edinburgh buses, had been widely 
circulated, but it was not clear what the aim of the group is or who is involved.
Safety Officers and Councillors had supported RADCC regarding problems with the Ransfield 
Road/Dalmahoy Road junction, when mirrors had been requested, and refused twice. The corner 
house resident has been asked if they are aware of any accidents that required hospitalisation.

11 Education – high school catchment areas
The meeting on 29 March had received summarised feedback and emerging ideas regarding 
high schools, but there were no formal proposals as yet. It appeared that the first option, 
rebuilding Currie High and upgrading Balerno High, was most supported. The next meeting is on 
22 May, when it was expected that officers would make recommendations. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
The meeting on 22 May coincides with RADCC meeting and AGM, so will not be attended. 
Discussion continues about localities and how they engage with communities. Cllr Henderson 
encouraged all to consider how this may best be achieved, particularly in terms of gaining views 
from the wider community.

13 EACC
Next meeting is on Thursday 19 April 2018.

14 Airport report
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Quarterly meeting will be held on 14 May 2018.
14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board

The Board met with Gordon Robertson of Edinburgh Airport in attendance. Discussions are 
ongoing between the Airport and CAA about  their review of Airspace Change Programme 
proposed new flight paths. The Noise Action Plan consultation period has expired, the Board had 
submitted comments.  

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 30
New followers –  7 (total 454)
CC updates via the Google group – 3 
A Google Analytics report shows 274 visits to the website in March, from 216 people, most of 
whom viewed minutes and there were also a number of views of the surgery page. These reports 
are to be generated monthly.

16 AOCB
A Fraser had attended meetings of CAP (Community Alcohol Project) as representative of 
RADCC. The project looks at how community alcohol outlets can work with communities in terms 
of how young people access alcohol, whether they are purchasing it themselves, or asking 
adults to purchase on their behalf. Police feedback was that there had not been a big alcohol 
problem with youth in the village, as there is in other areas, but there was a “den” built in the 
woodland last spring/summer where alcohol was being consumed. It has been cleared, but 
should be monitored. The shop is the only licensed point, and it was important to involve them, to 
see if there have been issues with youngsters buying alcohol or approaching adults to do so.

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Tuesday 22 May Monday 17 September (venue tba)
Monday 18 June Monday 15 October
Monday 16 July Monday 19 November
Monday 20 August Monday 17 December
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