
Approved minutes May 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Tuesday, 22nd May 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, E Gray, S Bisset, P Taylor, J Couper, A Fraser
In attendance: Cllrs G Hutchison, N Work, PC J Kelly
Apologies: R Godfree, D Hunter, Cllrs G Bruce, R Henderson, N Gardiner

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 17th April were approved.
Proposed: P Taylor Seconded: K Watt

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – nothing to report
3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – White lining, particularly at road edges,remains 

absent from extended sections of the A71. Mud on Wilkieston Road no longer a major issue, 
although some wagon traffic is still using the access adjacent to the Manager's residence. The 
wheel wash has been dismantled and removed.
The condition of the B7030 from Bonnington Mains south to the Old Manse is considered 
dangerous due to extensive potholes, and ensuing debris on road and footpath.

3.4 (3.4) Lamppost-attached festive lights – see item 8
3.5 (3.5) School Parking – see item 9.2
3.6 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.7 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – nothing to report
3.8 (3.8) Piggery Bends – It has been established that the wall is on the Waste Services 

Department's account (Old Norton Quarry used to be a tip). Roads team raised the safety issues 
with them and were asked to remove the unsafe sections on their behalf.  Waste Services have 
been asked to advise on their intentions and proposals for reinstatement of the wall.

3.9 (3.9) Dog fouling – nothing to report
3.10 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – nothing to report
3.11 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.12 (3.12) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – nothing to report AF
3.13 (3.13) Wilkieston planning matters – still under consideration
3.14 (3.14) Road markings westward from airport slip road – nothing to report
3.15 (3.15) Parking near shops – see item 9.2
3.16 (3.16) Jupiter Artland bridle path – nothing to report
3.17 (3.17) Meetings with young people – nothing to report
3.18 (3.18) Daltons – no update from Planning, nor anything on the Planning Portal.
3.19 (3.19) Bonnington Quarry – nothing to report
3.20 (3.22) Craigpark Country Park – There has been recent activity, however significant lengths of 

footpath as shown on consented drawings have not been laid, and no start seems to have been 
made on the entrance and car park adjacent to EICA access road. See also item 9.1.

3.21 (3.24) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.22 (3.24 and 5) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – Has been discussed at 

EACC and may be raised again at this week's meeting.
3.23 (5) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – nothing to report
3.24 (8) Ratho School Voice representation on RADCC – await outcome of AGM in June
3.25 (8) Parking in Library car park – It was suggested that a sign saying “Library Users Only” may 

help. Staff put flyers on some cars, but it is not always clear which belong to library users and 
which not. To be included in next walkabout.  JW/KW

3.26 (9.2) Disabled access to shops etc – A Fraser has reviewed the plan of all dropped kerbs in the 
Ratho area. Most are not aligned properly and many are not in the right places. It was felt that a 
walkabout with the relevant person, pointing out specific issues, would be the best way forward. 
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Action
A priority is people attending the new Medical Centre, especially those arriving by bus; the bus 
stop opposite the Medical Centre is on a dangerous piece of land where there is only a tiny area 
of pavement, and the road surface is very treacherous at that point. This would affect both those 
with mobility issues and those with buggies etc. For action. Cllrs Work and Hutchison 
volunteered to pursue the matter even though the stop was not sited in their ward. 
The canal bridge in Ratho cannot be crossed by those in wheelchairs or certain types of walkers, 
effectively isolating them from village facilities, which is exacerbated by the lack of a bus stop on 
the north side of the canal. RADCC office-bearers had met with Council officials the previous 
week to discuss possible siting of bus stops (they have to be in “pairs”, although they need not 
be directly opposite). There was not a problem with siting a stop on the road into the village (eg 
where Freelands Road was blocked off), but there are only 3 options for a stop leaving the 
village: at the War Memorial, which was felt inappropriate; outside the church hall, which is 
strongly opposed by the minister; or outside Ratho Hall entrance, which is on private land

NW/GH/KW

4 Police report
PC Jim Kelly reported for both sides, up to end of April 2018.
Almond
No domestic housebreakings, no assaults, no hate crimes.
10 April – Glasgow Road, male charged with driving without licence/insurance. Vehicle uplifted.
14 April – Cliftonhall Road, female charged with drink driving.
20 April – Glasgow Road, female charged with failing to stop at scene of accident.
23 April – Theft of alcohol from Scotmid, Ratho Station, by two adult males.
27 April – Property stolen from address at Hillwood Gardens, suspect known to residents.
April/May – Forklift truck stolen from industrial estate at Newbridge, positive line of enquiry.
Graffiti tag “Mike” sprayed on underside of canal bridge at Gogar Station Road, Council 
contacted for graffiti to be removed. This tag is prevalent across the central belt. It was 
suggested that it may in fact be the responsibility of Scottish Canals to remove such graffiti, PC 
Kelly will follow up.
Pentland Hills
11 April – Lidgate Shot, Ratho, housebreaking with intent, no items stolen.
No assaults, no road safety issues, no hate crimes.
18 April – EICA, tractor stolen, recovered at Bonnington Quarry while occupied by travelling 
community. Recovered undamaged.
24 April – Main Street, Ratho, number plates stolen from vehicle.
13 April – Vandalism at Bonnington Quarry, access gates damaged and entry gained by 
travelling community, two males identified as responsible and charged.
PC Kelly reported that the owners of Bonnington Quarry have now placed large boulders at the 
gate to prevent reoccupation.
A number of residents had expressed concerns about cars speeding in the village, in particular 
through Freelands Way and also on Harvest Road/Baird Road. PC Kelly undertook to pass on 
the concerns and request a speed check with handheld radar. 
It was noted that a large sign had been erected on the canal footpath opposite The Moorings, 
asking cyclists to cut their speed and share space. PC Kelly was unaware of this having been 
raised as a particular issue recently.

PC KELLY

PC KELLY

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Hutchison has had very little email traffic or contacts about any particular issues; in fact 
none at all since the last meeting. 
Cllr Work had been in touch with Ratho Station Residents' Association representatives, who 
were very happy that the bollards had been erected at Scotmid. They had mentioned that houses 
at Hillwood Terrace were being renovated. He also noted that the Council had responded to the 
Airport's Noise Action Plan by acknowledging the importance of the airport to the City in many 
ways, but requesting an agreed number of night flights.
There no reports from Cllrs Lang or Young, and Cllr Henderson had nothing specific to report.
Cllr Bruce was still awaiting an update on progress with the traffic lights at Dalmahoy junction, 
and also on a replacement bollard at the junction of Freelands Road/Baird Road. The South 
West/School review decision was postponed until the end of June. Three options had been put 
forward, and a fourth, to postpone the decision, was put forward as a motion. Cllr Hutchison 
confirmed that Kirkliston will be involved in some way.
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Action
6 Chair's report

All matters covered elsewhere.
7 Treasurer's report

There had been a request for a donation of £100 to Ratho Gala, which was approved.
£35 has been paid to register with the Information Commissioner.
The Treasurer has clarified that cheques relating to work carried out on the RADCC website had 
now been banked. 

8 Secretary's report
In early May, a large van caught and damaged a branch of the Christmas lights cherry tree. It 
took some time to find the correct person to report this to, as there was no online form and CEC 
switchboard were less than helpful. However, the Forestry Section eventually came out and 
removed 3 dangerous branches, in the process cutting some of the lighting strings and removing 
one of the connectors. The supplier has quoted £33 for replacement and additional cabling, and 
a new safety notice will also be required, at £3.19. Authorisation was approved. As the damage 
was caused by a DFS van, it was suggested they be asked to cover the cost.
Further advice was received from CEC Governance Unit regarding GDPR, as a result of which 
the notice to Google Group members regarding personal data was revised. Members were 
asked to confirm if they wished to continue to receive emails and approximately half responded 
positively. Amending and checking records has taken a considerable time. We have registered 
with the Information Commissioner's office, pending payment of the fee.
After discussion, it was agreed not to renew RADCC membership of the Cockburn Association.

KW

9 Planning
9.1 Country Park

The country park is due to open by 30 June. J Wightman is trying to arrange a meeting with the 
developer, and is gathering comments regarding what is and is not happening. It was noted that 
some of the paths already in place do not have good accessibility for persons of reduced 
mobility, although the surface of those that are finished is acceptable. 

JW

9.2 Parking at lockups and library
This has been discussed with Council officials at a recent site meeting. One proposal had been 
to make use of the grass areas beyond the lockups, but that would apparently have to be 
levelled before anything else could be done.  We are now waiting for officials to come back to us 
with plans.

10 Transport
RADCC had been asked if we wish to comment on the International Business Gateway (IBG). 
The main comment made was that we requested additional parking at Ingliston Park & Ride. It 
seems that the Council owns further surrounding land, and it was suggested that a Section 75 
condition for the IBG could include the cost of provision of additional parking spaces.

11 Education – high school catchment areas
See item 5.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
Almond NP meeting, Thursday 7 June, Queensferry, 6.30pm – G Low will try to attend.
Pentland NP meeting was being held that day, 22 May.

13 EACC
Next meeting is on Thursday 24 May 2018.

14 Airport report
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

The quarterly meeting was held on 14 May. There will be consultation on the Surface Access 
Strategy over the summer. Present access via Eastfield Road is totally inadequate, particularly 
when shared with large volumes of traffic for major events at the Royal Highland Showground 
(RHS). It is also exacerbated by heavy peak traffic volumes on the A8 and those exiting the Park 
& Ride. Significant delays have recently been reported. It is suggested that our Almond Ward 
councillors should support and promote the development of a further access near the end of the 
City Bypass at Gogar Roundabout. 
Comments on the recently published Draft Noise Action Plan have been considered and the final 
document and consultation report are being compiled.
Management has been in continuing dialogue with the CAA on the Airspace Change Proposals.

GH/KL/NW/ 
LY
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Action
It is proposed that members of the Consultative Committee will receive fortnightly updates for 
informing communities about initiatives at the airport.
An update on the work and progress of the Noise Advisory Board was outlined.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board
The Board met on 7 May, with Gordon Robertson of Edinburgh Airport (EAL) in attendance. He 
will not be full member of the Board, but will attend regularly as a participating, non-voting 
member, although he may on occasion be required to stand down from a meeting if discussion 
warrants full member attendance only. With agreement from EAL, the Board is moving forward in 
appointing a noise consultancy to mathematically model historical noise emissions for 
comparison with current activity, to allow comparison to be made to establish the extent of 
change. Noted that Community Councils are asked to publicise the Board's activities and bring 
forward any local noise-related issues for consideration. In due course, Board minutes and other 
information will be published on the EANB website, currently in preparation.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 15
New followers –  5 
CC updates via the Google group – 3
Google Analytics: 269 visits to website in April, from 199 people, mostly viewing minutes and 
general planning matters.

16 AOCB
Further to earlier discussion on GDPR (item 8), it was confirmed that the Council has issued 
guidelines on how personal data should be dealt with, and best efforts are being made to set an 
appropriate system.
P Taylor had attended the CEC Transport, Mobility and Placemaking Workshop dealing with the 
City Transport Strategy, the Central Edinburgh Transformation Strategy and the creation of a Low 
Emission Zone.

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 18 June Monday 15 October
Monday 16 July Monday 19 November
Monday 20 August Monday 17 December
Monday 17 September (venue tba)
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