
Approved minutes June 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 18th June 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, G Low, R Godfree, P Taylor, 
In attendance: Cllrs N Gardner, R Henderson, S Webber, PC E Chancellor
Apologies: A Fraser, S Bisset, J Couper, Cllrs L Young, G Hutchison, G Bruce, N Work

Action
0 Meeting format

In a departure from the usual format, following items 1 - 4 the Chair took reports concerning all 
meetings with which RADCC has been/will be involved in the last 4 & the next 6 weeks (see Item 6 
for list of meetings). For continuity, content of reports is given here under the usual headings.

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 22nd May were approved.
Proposed: G Low Seconded: P Taylor

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – nothing to report
3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – nothing to report
3.4 (3.4) Lamppost-attached festive lights – nothing to report
3.5 (3.5) School Parking – nothing to report
3.6 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.7 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – nothing to report
3.8 (3.8) Piggery Bends/Old Norton Quarry wall – Waste Services had referred the problem back to 

North West Roads. No further update.
3.9 (3.9) Dog fouling – nothing to report
3.10 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – nothing to report
3.11 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.12 (3.12) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – nothing to report AF
3.13 (3.13) Wilkieston planning matters – nothing to report
3.14 (3.14) Road markings westward from airport slip road – nothing to report
3.15 (3.15) Parking near shops – nothing to report
3.16 (3.16) Jupiter Artland bridle path – nothing to report
3.17 (3.17) Meetings with young people – A meeting was held on 28 May with Lydia Markham and Carol 

Tuzon. The Neighbourhood Partnership (NP) granted funds for specific sporting activities; the 
young people involved wished to change it to football, and are consulting with the NP. It is hoped to 
introduce football for all young people in Ratho, using the pitch behind the school.

3.18 (3.18) Daltons – Status on portal is now 'Awaiting Decision'. As there was a significant number of 
objections, the application will require to go to Development Management.

3.19 (3.19) Bonnington Quarry – nothing to report
3.20 (3.22) Craigpark Country Park – see 9.2
3.21 (3.21) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.22 (3.22) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – see 9.5
3.23 (3.23) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – nothing to report
3.24 (3.24) Ratho School Voice representation on RADCC – A representative will attend RADCC 

meetings after the school holidays.
3.25 (3.25) Parking in Library car park – nothing to report
3.26 (3.26) Disabled access to shops etc – nothing to report
3.27 (4) Graffiti under canal bridge – being followed up by PC Kelly POLICE
3.28 (4) Speeding in village – being followed up by PCs Kelly and Chancellor POLICE
3.29 (8) Reimbursement for damage to tree/lights – not yet actioned due to holidays KW
3.30 (9.1) Meeting with country park developer – Meeting arranged, see 9.2
3.31 (14.1) Development of secondary airport access road – still outstanding GH/KL/NW/LY
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Action
4 Police report

PC Chancellor reported for both areas, up to end May 2018.
Pentland Hills:
No domestic housebreakings, no assaults, no hate crimes.
No road safety issues, although noted that PC Kelly had undertaken at last meeting to investigate 
carrying out speed checks on Freelands Road/Freelands Way. PC Chancellor will keep in hand 
and try to arrange a check, with high visibility.
17 April-1 May – Storage caravan broken into at Pilton Retreat, strimmer stolen, enquiries ongoing, 
no positive leads.
27 April-8 May – Theft of furniture from rented flat, enquiries ongoing, positive lead.
4 May – Fire-raising in wooded area behind Ratho Primary School, enquiries ongoing, possible 
lead. 
26 May - Vandalism (windscreen smashed) to motor vehicle in Main Street, Ratho. Unsolved, no 
lead.

Almond:
No assaults.
19 May – Attempted housebreaking, rear window smashed, no entry gained.
14 May – Delivery vehicle knocked over a bollard outside Hillwood Primary School, failed to stop.
Theft shoplifting at Scotmid, Ratho Station, male & female stole alcohol.
Theft of spare wheel from underside of commercial vehicle at Chariot Drive.
Male arrested for stealing a set of keys from person's hand at Hillwood Rise. Both parties known to 
each other.
Male charged with race-related hate crime and breach of the peace at Glasgow Road, Ratho 
Station.
23 May – Vandalism to car windscreen at Hillwood Rise, owner saw male jump on car & run off.
PC Chancellor has been working on the bike theft initiative in recent weeks but that is now winding 
down and he may return to his regular duties soon. 

POLICE

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Webber noted that a paper had been circulated for the following day's South West Locality 
meeting regarding Dalmahoy junction signalisation. In summary, it says:
Transport & Environment Committee approved traffic signals at this junction in March 2016. Work 
completed to date includes a topographical survey of the site, traffic surveys, traffic modelling, 
development of preliminary layout, road safety audit, development of the 3D-design and initial 
public utility liaison. Detailed design of the new junction is being completed. This includes traffic 
signals modelling and design, drainage investigation, ground investigation, drainage and SUDS 
design and earthworks design. Land negotiations and acquisition are continuing. The work cannot 
be procured and constructed until all the required land has been acquired and ecological concerns 
addressed. In the interim, vehicle-activated junction warning signs were installed in April 2017 and 
a 40mph speed limit introduced on the approaches to the junction in March 2018.
Cllr Henderson noted that, as tends to happen at this time of year towards the end of the Council's 
session, it was extremely busy, with a great many meetings taking place.
Cllr Hutchison reported as follows:
Registration for garden bin collections is now operational; residents will have until mid-July to sign 
up. The scheme will start in October and residents will have a further opportunity to sign up later in 
the year.
The decision has been taken to amalgamate the local Registrar's offices in Kirkliston and in 
Queensferry, making official what has in practice been in place for some time. The Queensferry 
Registrar's office is in the Council office in the old Burgh Chambers on the High Street.
He has now obtained full CCTV footage of the un-signalled narrow bridge on Gogar Station Road, 
just south of Daltons, which he will pass on to the police.
Cllr Young reported that the biggest issues she and Cllr Lang are currently dealing with are the 
review of school catchments and the impact on Hillwood Primary, and the planning application for 
new housing in Ratho Station with the inclusion of a through road.
Cllr Bruce reported that he had succeeded in having a grit bin installed on Freelands Road, and in 
having a bollard replaced at the junction of Freelands Road and Baird Road. He also noted the 
progress re Dalmahoy Road/A71 junction, as reported above.
Cllr Work reported that the main issue he is currently dealing with is the extensive programme of 
roadworks on Queensferry Road etc.
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Action
6 Chair's report

Meetings 22 May – 31 July 2018 (those involved in brackets):
22 May – Pentland Neighbourhood Partnership (councillors, no RADCC rep due to AGM)
24 May – EACC (Cllr Henderson on Joint Integrational Board, J Wightman on Localities rep'ion)
28 May – Lydia Markham and Carol Tuzon re Ratho young people (J Wightman)
28 May – Canal Board (K Watt)
4 June – Mr S Brewster re Country Park (J Wightman, G Low, R Godfree, K Watt)
6 June – Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (R Godfree)
7 June – Almond Neighbourhood Partnership (councillors)
14 June – Planning Performance and Local Development Plan (R Godfree)
18 June – Funding Panel (J Wightman)
19 June – Walkabout with Housing Officer, Andrew Holden (J Wightman & K Watt)
19 June - Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (R Godfree)
19 June – South West Locality Community Engagement (J Wightman)
20 June – Planning Customer Forum (K Watt)
27 June – Local Development Plan (J Wightman)
27 June – Canal Community Action Group (K Watt)
27 June – North West Locality Improvement Plans meeting (B Stark)
31 July – NW Localities meeting (J Wightman)
August - Canal Board (K Watt)
August - Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee (K Watt)

7 Treasurer's report
No specific matters to report.

8 Secretary's report
A walkabout will be held with Housing Officer Andrew Holden on 19 June. 
GDPR - Registration application and cheque returned by Information Commissioner as not 
received before 25 May. The new fee of £40 is required and will be resubmitted with application.
On 28 May, the Canal Delivery Board examined the review of the Canal Strategy published in 
2011, with a view to updating its aims and objectives by 2021. It will also consider ideas and 
projects to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the opening of the canal in 2022, perhaps in 
conjunction with West Lothian and Falkirk Councils. The Councils' Biodiversity Officers are to meet 
Scottish Canals' Environment Officer to gain understanding of biodiversity management along the 
canal and how this fits with canal strategy objectives.

ALL

9 Planning
9.1 Training session: Planning Performance Framework and Local Development Plan (LDP)

R Godfree attended this session on 14 June. Cllr Gardiner was seeking improvements in the 
performance of the Planning Department, and stressed that officers would be held to account.
The main idea from the LDP update was to have an internet hub where people could respond to 
consultations etc in a simple way, possibly in eg libraries, to enable those without internet access or 
who may not usually respond to consultations to be easily guided through the process.

9.2 Country Park
Meeting with Scott Brewster held on 4 June. The park is due to open on 1st July. Three areas are 
being held up, apparently by inaction on the part of Cala: the car park and access road cannot be 
built until  the appropriate drainage “culvert” is installed; the pre-existing stone wall between the 
Cala development and the park on the old quarry road off Hallcroft is in disrepair; and the area of 
landscaping and footpath with steps to link from the quarry road, just behind the town-houses. A 
letter was sent to Cala on 5 June on these matters, no reply yet received. 

9.3 Land adjacent to West Croft
A new application has been submitted for 11 houses on land east of Baird Road. The documents 
state that there is access to the land from West Croft. The whole plot is within the Conservation 
Area so requires special attention, and it is in the airport development restriction zone. 

9.4 Retirement village for travellers
An application has been submitted for a development of 26 lodges and a community centre at 
Humbie, near Kirknewton, for elderly travellers and non-travellers. Although in West Lothian, the 
development could have a wider impact.

9.5 Personal data
Cllr Gardiner again undertook to investigate and report back on why personal data is published 
with comments on planning matters online. It is appreciated that the data is essential to planners' 
deliberations, but there seems no reason why the data is made public.

NG
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Action
10 Transport

Nothing to report.
11 Education – high school catchment areas

The next Education Committee meeting is on Thursday 21 June. Councillors are confident that a 
decision will be made, and Cllr Hutchison thought it increasingly likely that the site of any new West 
Edinburgh high school would not now be adjacent to the M8 at Ratho Station.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
Pentland Neighbourhood Partnership meeting, 22 May:
Councillors reported that the formal agenda was quickly dealt with and the remainder of the 
meeting was devoted to a workshop. 
South West Locality Community Engagement, 19 June:
There was concern that feedback in both directions (to/from Localities) may be lost, but Cllr 
Henderson stressed that the meeting was an opportunity for community councils to say how they 
would like to engage, which services they viewed as most important, etc. Papers were being 
presented on ground maintenance, litter management and cleansing practices.
Almond Neighbourhood Partnership meeting, 7 June:
Attended by G Low. Although the main item was intended to be presentation/discussion regarding 
Edinburgh Partnership, that did not happen. Much time was taken up with discussing and 
prioritising proposals for funding under the neighbourhood environmental programme. The 
community grants programme was also discussed. A special meeting will be held to discuss 
Edinburgh Partnership.
Pentland Funding Panel, 18 June:
A focussed and efficient meeting which worked well.

13 EACC
Cllr Henderson gave a short précis of his talk to EACC about the Joint integration Board. Following 
Scottish Parliament legislation, health and social care services must work more closely together. 
Life expectancy is extending, but with more complex health conditions. Demand for services is 
rising but resources are reducing. The Board receives a budget from the Council and from NHS 
Lothian, then reallocates funds to both and directs them to provide services in a particular way. 
There are 10 voting members (5 from the Council, 5 non-executive), plus 10 non-voting (including 
representatives from professions patients, unions, etc). They are working on a strategic 
commissioning plan across mental health, learning disabilities, physical disabilities, primary care 
and older people. The remit covers the whole health agenda, including housing, not just 
management of the budget. 2 non-voting members represent carers, and “citizen representatives” 
who have lived experience of the health system.
Representation on Edinburgh Partnership was discussed; the intention is to bring together all 
aspects of community planning, from army to fire services, to work together to common goals. 

14 Airport report
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Next meeting is in August.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board
There was little to report back from the meeting on 6 June. It was stressed that the Board strongly 
encourages Community Councils and individuals to let them know about their concerns.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 11
New followers – 12
CC updates via the Google group – 1
Website: 265 visits in May, from 192 people, mostly viewing minutes and planning matters.

16 AOCB
No other matters of business.

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 16 July Monday 15 October
Monday 20 August Monday 19 November
Monday 17 September (venue tba) Monday 17 December
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