
Approved minutes July 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 16th July 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: G Low (Vice Chair), K Watt, E Gray, D Hunter, A Fraser, R Godfree, P Taylor
In attendance: Cllr G Hutchison, PC A Murdoch
Apologies: J Wightman, S Bisset, J Couper, Cllrs L Young, N Gardiner, N Work, G Bruce

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

9.1 – change G Low to R Godfree.
With the above amendment, Minutes of meeting of 18th June were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – nothing to report
3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – nothing to report
3.4 (3.4) Lamppost-attached festive lights – nothing to report
3.5 (3.5) School Parking – nothing to report
3.6 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.7 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – Some residents are very unhappy that the railings have not yet been done. 

K Watt to follow up.
KW

3.8 (3.8) Piggery Bends/Old Norton Quarry wall – no further update received.
3.9 (3.9) Dog fouling – Continues to be an issue, residents are encouraged to report any incidents.
3.10 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – nothing to report
3.11 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.12 (3.12) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – nothing to report AF
3.13 (3.13) Wilkieston planning matters – ongoing
3.14 (3.14) Road markings westward from airport slip road – Cllr Hutchison to follow up. Also noted that 

white lining around Newbridge and Gogar roundabouts is almost non-existent, and the latter would 
benefit from yellow boxes in order to keep traffic flowing. 

GH

3.15 (3.15) Parking near shops – nothing to report, but see 10
3.16 (3.16) Jupiter Artland bridle path – nothing to report
3.17 (3.17) Meetings with young people – nothing to report
3.18 (3.18) Daltons – The application's status online is now 'Awaiting Decision'. As there was a 

significant number of objections, the application will require to go to Development Management. 
Cllr Hutchison to follow up. GH

3.19 (3.19) Bonnington Quarry – see 9.2
3.20 (3.20) Craigpark Country Park – see 9.1
3.21 (3.21) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.22 (3.22 & 9.5) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – no update NG
3.23 (3.23) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – nothing to report
3.24 (3.24) Ratho School Voice representation on RADCC – A representative will attend after holidays.
3.25 (3.25) Parking in Library car park – nothing to report
3.26 (3.26) Disabled access to shops etc – On hold for now until pavements dealt with. 
3.27 (3.27) Graffiti under canal bridge – no update received POLICE
3.28 (3.28 & 4) Speeding in village – No action yet taken, but possible site for spot check identified. POLICE
3.29 (3.29) Reimbursement for damage to tree/lights – No action yet taken.
3.30 (3.31) Development of secondary airport access road – Cllr Hutchison reported that councillors are 

visiting the airport and meeting management at the start of August. 
3.31 (8) Ideas for Canal 200th Anniversary – ideas to be passed to K Watt. ALL
4 Police report

PC Murdoch reported for the month of June for Almond only – no crimes to report from Pentland.
He reported a total of 12 crimes (thefts 4, vandalism 2, assault 2, breach of peace 1, road traffic 2, 
OLP 1). Some details:
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Action
2 assaults - 14th June, Queen Anne Drive, Newbridge, female pushed during parking dispute.

30th June, Female arrested for assault on child (minor injury) at Ratho Station,
reported to PF.

3 hit & runs - All damage only accidents, at Chariot Drive and Hallyards Crescent, Newbridge
and at Ingliston Road, Ingliston.

4 thefts - Batteries, from trucks at Cliftonhall Industrial Estate.
Fuel from BP garage, registration number obtained.
Vehicle entered & searched on Cliftonhall Road while left unattended over a period
of days, nothing stolen.
Unattended snack bar trailer stolen from Hillwood Gardens. Enquiries ongoing.

No housebreakings, and no hate crimes.
As always, residents are encouraged to sign up to Neighbourhood Watch Scotland via 
www.neighbourhoodscotland.co.uk.
Spurious emails had been received  in at least one office-bearer's official email inbox, purporting to 
be from another office-bearer, attempting to initiate a bank transfer. PC Murdoch was asked if the 
conversation should be kept going in order to get more information, eg bank account details, but 
that was felt unwise. Such matters would always be dealt with by Action Fraud. This was clearly an 
attempt at fraud but no actual crime had yet been committed. The email addresses may have been 
taken from the RADCC website.
PC Murdoch undertook to follow up on points from the previous minutes. POLICE

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr  Hutchison had had minimal contact from residents in the last month. The substantial report on 
parking restrictions in Newbridge had been forwarded to RADCC by Cllr Work. The worst problem 
seemed to be the east side of Bridge Street, where there are few properties, and people were 
observed parking and then walking to buses or to the motor village. They may look at removing 
some double yellow lines in the car village so people working there can park there; K Watt advised 
Cllr Hutchison to check whether or not roads in the car village had been adopted by the council. 
A number of large cars are using the bus loop rather than the narrow traffic slowing structure at 
Newbridge, and it was questioned whether this could be formalised. Cllr Hutchison will follow this 
up but was not at all hopeful of permission being given for cars to use the bus route. It was noted 
that the road could be widened within the structure by removing the kerbs.
Cllr Bruce reported that new bus services by Lothian Country Buses begin on 19 August. X27/28 
will go to St Johns via Dalmahoy Hotel and St Johns Hospital to Bathgate, while the 275 will go via 
Ratho Station, Newbridge, Broxburn and St Johns to Whitburn. It was reported that First Buses 
seemed to be doing route training on the same route as the 20. 

GH

GH

6 Chair's report
J Wightman had attended several meetings:
19th June – walkabout
19th June – SW Locality Community Engagement. Cllr Henderson and 2/3 other councillors 
attended, with six community members and 8/10 staff. The turnout was disappointing, but benefits 
of the community groups for each work stream were highlighted. If Locality committees are mainly 
councillors, they need to understand the views of the community by attending CC meetings, even 
in areas with smaller electorates. 
27th June – LDP meeting, discussing engagement with the wider community and the timeframe for 
the report. The Main Issues report should be open for comment from 8th February to 5th April 2019, 
though the timescale may slip by a few weeks.
She will attend the NW Locality Community Engagement meeting on 31st July. 

7 Treasurer's report
The audited annual accounts for the previous year have now been forwarded to CEC and 
acknowledged. The £691.86 council grant has been received. £33 has been paid out in connection 
with Christmas lights from the Christmas lights fund. There is an invoice of £60 for annual 
maintenance on the website; the developer had asked if there was any requirement to 
review/improve any aspects of the website. Agreed to pay the invoice now and inform the 
developer that views are being sought on whether any changes are required. All suggestions for 
improvements/changes to be sent to K Watt.

ALL

8 Secretary's report
Cllr Bruce has been requested to ensure that the Medical Practice will have a grit bin sited in the GB
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Action
vicinity before next winter, the previous request from the Practice Manager having been ignored.
Cllr Bruce's recent newsletter mentioned that negotiations are still ongoing for some of the land 
necessary to implement installation of traffic lights at the Dalmahoy Road/A71 junction.
Contact with SWLO about flooding in Ratho Park Road and pavement. Gullies cleaned and leaf 
litter, which had caused the blockages, was cleared up very quickly.
Ratho Environment Group requested that we contact Waste Services about litter on the verges at 
the M8 bridge, on Harvest Road opposite Norton House Hotel entrance and on A71 opposite 
Dalmahoy Hotel entrance.
Correspondence with CEC about current pavement works on Main Street; clarification still awaited 
as to what they are doing - “raised kerbs”? It is apparently part of a capital programme.
Regarding GDPR, our registration application and cheque have now been actioned and certificate 
issued, valid until 20th June 2019.
An invitation from Gordon Macdonald MSP was circulated to members, to a Blooming Great Tea 
Party in support of Marie Curie, on Friday 20th July. K Watt to RSVP, 2 members wishing to attend.
The Canal Community Action Group met on 27th June. Included was an update by Scottish 
Waterways Trust on a programme to involve schools near the canal to produce information about 
their area of the canal. Ratho Primary has agreed to participate. Next meeting 22nd August.

KW

KW/ALL

9 Planning
9.1 Land adjacent to West Croft

The date for comments is now past. RADCC lodged an objection on a number of counts but 
principally over-development in the Conservation Area, and access issues. At close, there were 
108 objections in total. 

9.2 Bonnington Mains Quarry
This was commented on and objected to last year. There are currently 9 objections and 3 
supporting comments, and a decision is awaited. There has been some activity at the entrance to 
the quarry, but it was not known if this was in connection with previous problems with travellers or 
in preparation for re-opening. A rumour suggests they plan to re-open on 1st August.

9.3 Craigpark Country Park
The public park should have been completed on 30th June, however it is not complete and there 
does not appear to be any work going on at the moment. At the walkabout, 3 areas were identified 
where Brewsters were unable to complete work until Cala took certain actions. A letter was written 
to Cala and a reply received 21st June, noting all 3 points, and stating they would meet with Scott 
Brewster and let the CC have a further response in due course, but nothing more has been 
received. There was great concern about the 'water feature'; there is no signage, depth is unknown 
as is what may be at the bottom, there is no lifesaving equipment, nor any means of getting a 
vehicle into the bottom of the quarry in an emergency. As this is a public park, but privately owned, 
it is not clear who is responsible. Some of the landscaping that has been done is poor, there is 
virtually no topsoil but there are lots of half bricks, stones and even broken glass and pottery. CEC 
was party to the legal agreement that says the public park had to be completed by 30 th June. 
Agreed R Godfree to draft a letter to the head of CEC, not Planning, to query who is responsible for 
safety in this park. Cllr Hutchison will also follow up.

RG/GL
GH

9.4 Jupiter Artland
Two issues are causing concern to Bonnington residents. Firstly, having been assured that when 
the new access road was opened, daily service traffic through Bonnington village would 
decrease/cease, this has not been the case. This has been raised with the owners but no response 
received. The second issue is an advertised event, Jupiter at Night, involving overnight camping, 
music etc. It is assumed that a licence must have been required for the event, but if they have one, 
it was done without contacting local residents. K Watt to follow up with licensing section (1 re music 
licence, and 2 re overnight camping on the property).

 

KW

10 Transport
A petition has been raised by a resident on the CEC website, asking for a review of parking 
facilities on Main Street, North Street and Hillview Cottages. It has 18 signatories as at the date of 
the meeting.  K Watt had asked if the originator saw any benefit in having a public meeting. The 
petition remains open until 13th September.
The poor state of village roads, in particular the top end of Main Street, was mentioned. Complaints 
should be made, with details, in writing to the SW office at southwestteam@edinburgh.gov.uk.
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Action
11 Education – high school catchment areas

As everyone will now be aware, the decision on 21st June was that Ratho pupils will continue to go 
to an improved Balerno High, but a decision on Ratho Station/Newbridge pupils is still awaited. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
Nothing to report.

13 EACC
Nothing to report.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Next meeting is in August.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board
The Board met in June, shortly after Edinburgh Airport issued a supplementary consultation 
document on the Airspace Change Programme, relating to one specific fly-path, which was greatly 
disliked by residents of Dalgety Bay and Queensferry.  EANAB were not informed this document 
was going to be issued. The meeting with airport officials scheduled for 27th July has been put back 
to 14th August, and the next meeting of EANAB on 1st August will clarify who will attend. The board 
has serious questions about the validity of the final outcome of the first and second consultations, 
and indeed questions regarding whether change is needed at all. 
EANAB now has a website at http://www.eanab.org.uk/, where minutes etc will be published. 
Issues for the Board should be channelled through R Godfree on rathoairnoise@radcc.org 
(rathoairnoise). Edinburgh Airport also has an online flight tracking and reporting system which can 
be accessed at http://noiselab.casper.aero/edi/#page=live_flighttracking (underscore after  
live).

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 25
New followers – 4
CC updates via the Google group – 1
Website: 415 visits in June, from 367 people. Spike on 25 June, likely in relation to the planning 
application for housing at the end of West Croft. 

16 AOCB
K Watt to try to arrange meeting with the local Roads Engineer and A Fraser to fully discuss where 
lowered kerbs are needed in Ratho. 
It was not known if any interest had been shown in the old doctor's surgery. The understanding was 
that the landlord was only willing to let it for medical or related purposes. K Watt to follow up. 
Cllr Hutchison had received complaints about the height of grass verges on the A89, he believed 
these had now been cut back. It was confirmed the north side had been cut back but only half of 
the south side. Road edges had not been swept for probably 3 years, so drains are choking.

KW

KW

GH

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 20 August              Monday 19 November
Monday 17 September (Ratho Church Hall) Monday 17 December 
Monday 15 October

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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