
Approved minutes August 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 20th August 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, E Gray, R Godfree, S Bisset, P Taylor, J Couper
In attendance: B Stark & L McBurnie (Ratho Station Residents' Assoc), PC E Chancellor, Cllrs N 

Gardner, L Young, G Hutchison, G Bruce, D Evans on behalf of C Jardine MP
Apologies: G Low, A Fraser, D Hunter, Cllrs R Henderson, S Webber

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 16th July were approved.
Proposed: P Taylor Seconded: R Godfree

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – nothing to report
3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – nothing to report
3.4 (3.4) Lamppost-attached festive lights – nothing to report
3.5 (3.5, 3.15, 3.25) Issues re parking in Ratho – see item 6
3.6 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.7 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – nothing to report
3.8 (3.8) Piggery Bends/Old Norton Quarry wall – nothing to report
3.9 (3.9) Dog fouling – nothing to report
3.10 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – nothing to report
3.11 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.12 (3.12) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – nothing to report
3.13 (3.13) Wilkieston planning matters – see item 16
3.14 (3.14) Road markings west from airport slip road, + Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts – Cllr 

Hutchison followed this up with NW Locality Roads Engineer, who agreed that hatching at the slip 
road was virtually obliterated. It is hoped that action will be taken. A quote has been received for 
road marking at Gogar roundabout. There have been discussions between CEC and Transport 
Scotland re improvements at Newbridge roundabout, but no agreement has been reached; 
however, it is hoped that lining will be carried out in the weeks after Gogar is done.

3.15 (3.16) Jupiter Artland bridle path – nothing to report
3.16 (3.17) Meetings with young people – nothing to report
3.17 (3.18) Daltons – Status still “Awaiting Decision”.
3.18 (3.19) Bonnington Quarry – see item 5
3.19 (3.20) Craigpark Country Park – see item 9.2
3.20 (3.21) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.21 (3.22 & 9.5) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – The website states that 

names and addresses will be shown on the portal for comments made now on planning 
applications, but there remains concern about these details being shown for historical submissions. 
It was felt unnecessary for precise addresses to be made public. NG to follow up. NG

3.22 (3.23) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – nothing to report
3.23 (3.24) Ratho School Voice representation on RADCC – A representative will attend future 

meetings, once the school term is under way.
3.24 (3.26) Disabled access to shops etc – nothing to report
3.25 (3.27) Graffiti under canal bridge – nothing to report
3.26 (3.28 & 4) Speeding in village – see item 4
3.27 (3.29) Reimbursement for damage to tree/lights – nothing to report
3.28 (3.30) Development of secondary airport access road – nothing to report
3.29 (3.31) Ideas for Canal 200th Anniversary – all ideas to be sent to K Watt ALL
3.30 (4) Points for Police from previous minutes – nothing to report
3.31 (5) Bus loop at Newbridge – see item 4
3.32 (8) Grit bin at Medical Practice – nothing to report
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3.33 (8) Litter on M8 bridge verges – Council operatives cleared the area, but more litter has appeared.
3.34 (9.3) Safety within Craigpark country park – see item 9.2
3.35 (9.4) Jupiter Artland music event – CEC eventually agreed this fell within their remit and agreed to 

pursue the application for a public entertainment licence. There was music until midnight, but it was 
on the opposite side of the site to Bonnington so little disturbance.

3.36 (16) Meeting re lowered kerbs – Date to be arranged. KW/AF
3.37 (16) Old surgery building – NHS Lothian (leaseholders) have confirmed the building must remain 

for medically-related use.
3.38 (16) Grass verges on A89 – nothing to report
4 Police report

PC Chancellor reported the following for July:
Pentland
Housebreaking:Between 1-16 July, attempted housebreaking at North Platt

Gardens, Ratho.
Road safety: 28 July, after vehicle collided with wall in Main Street, male traced nearby and

charged with 5 offences inc drunk driving and driving with no insurance. 
7 August, PC Murdoch deployed hand-held speed gun at Dalmahoy Road &
Freelands Way. Numerous drivers spoken to & warnings issued where appropriate.

Theft: 8 July, motorcycle stolen from garden of property in Main Street, chain cut.
ASB/Other: 25 July, fraud of Ratho resident following call purporting to be from TalkTalk,

resident tricked into transferring £6,800. 
25-26 July, vandalism to putting green at Ratho Golf Club, vehicle driven over it.

Almond
Road safety: Male stopped at Newbridge Rd, driving whilst disqualified and without insurance.
Theft: 2 July, theft of cash from vehicle at Harvest Road, also theft of vehicle parts from

Queen Anne Drive.
ASB/Other: 24 July, two youths charged with culpable and reckless conduct after being

observed setting fires near building in Kirkliston (outwith RADCC area).
No assaults in either area.
Police will issue a Neighbourhood Watch warning regarding the fraud that was perpetrated, which 
will be circulated via Googlegroup and Facebook.
A number of cars are using the bus loop at Newbridge rather than going through the road 
narrowing measure. PC Chancellor will follow this up with colleagues from Almond.   
PC Chancellor confirmed that further random speed checks will be carried out from time to time. 
It was reported that the first of the countdown signs for the 30mph limit on Wilkieston Road coming 
into Ratho is not working. 
The public meeting concerning parking in Ratho on 19 September (see item 6) will be attended by 
a police representative. The meeting may also go on to discuss speeding. 

POLICE

RG

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Young reported that approval had been given to change the A8 to 40mph from Gogar to 
Newbridge, and this will be implemented. A design was being scoped out for a pedestrian crossing 
at Ingliston petrol station, a safe crossing there has been on the list for a long time. It was pointed 
out that a crossing at Ratho Station was also badly needed. Cllr Young assured the CC that she 
will continue to press for that, but the crossing at Ingliston would have to take its course first.
Consideration is being given to redesigning the roads around Gogarstone, as requested by 
cyclists. However, it was pointed out that much traffic coming down Gogarstone Road currently 
turns immediately left into the airport slipway, and it would be more dangerous to have to first join a 
stream of traffic then leave it again.
As reported at the last meeting, much work has been done in reviewing parking at Newbridge. It 
was recognised that a significant number of car village staff park there, so that will be tackled first, 
by lifting a number of double yellow lines within the car village to make more parking available. If 
that does not significantly help, further steps will be considered.
The Taylor Wimpey development was welcome, but a proposed change re access road advised to 
Cllr Lang, but not seen by CC, was unacceptable to Ratho Station Residents. Originally, access 
was from A8 and there was to be no access through the village. However, planning officers have 
required a change which might mean removing part of the park and providing access through the 
village. There will be further discussion at the Residents' Association meeting on the first Thursday 
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in September. Once revised plans are submitted, comments and objections can be made. 
Cllr Gardner hoped for a decision on Bonnington Quarry fairly soon. A key issue was remediation. 
An item of major significance is the Local Development Plan process, which he believes to be quite 
positive and hopes for a lot of community input, particularly from younger and older residents. He 
encouraged all to participate.
Cllr Hutchison had responded regarding road lining (see 3.14).
Cllr Bruce was hoping for an update on land acquisition for Dalmahoy Road junction traffic lights in 
the next few days. He had been given the impression that there was sufficient time to get the work 
done within the timescale permitted for use of the £45,000 from Cala towards it, but undertook to 
ensure that was correct.
Cllr Henderson was contacted by residents regarding the fence erected by the owner of land 
adjacent to West Croft, blocking off a well-used pathway between West Croft and the canal. It has 
now been partially dismantled. The path is not officially recognised as a right of way, but steps will 
be taken to apply for recognition. A resident intends to raise the matter with the CEC's Access 
Officer at a Local Access Forum meeting later in the week. The planning application for the land in 
question received 111 objections and its status remains “Awaiting Assessment”.
C Jardine MP has been in touch with CEC on a number of issues: Parks and amenities – she has 
asked CEC to consider whether lack of facilities for young people may be contributing to criminal 
activity, and to consider some investment in Ratho's public spaces so there is somewhere for 
young people to go. Road maintenance – increased traffic, exacerbated by Ratho being used as a 
“rat run” from West Lothian, has resulted in a number of potholes, which she has asked CEC to 
repair as soon as possible. Public transport – she has asked that a bus service connecting Ratho 
to the city centre be reinstated. Ms Jardine supports the surfing centre, now given CEC approval. 
She has continued talks with Edinburgh Airport re limiting night flight noise.

GB

6 Chair's report
There will be a public meeting to discuss parking in Ratho village, on Wednesday 19th 

September, 7.00-9.00pm, to which all are welcome. If time allows, the discussion may also cover 
speeding.
There will be a walkabout in Ratho Station on 31 August at 10.00am. There is not considered to be 
a need for any further dropped kerbs there.

7 Treasurer's report
No activity to report.

8 Secretary's report
Queensferry Churches Care in the Community annual report received, with invitation to a service 
and afternoon tea on 2 September. If anyone wishes to attend in K Watt's place, let her know. 
There has been adverse comment on the reason for the pavement works in Main Street and the 
delays caused by traffic controls. There has been no information as to why the works were 
instituted, although it is apparently not to prevent pavement parking. No timescale has been given.
A Gogar resident asked how to request a speed restriction and street lights on Gogar Bank, and 
was advised to seek advice from Almond councillors.
A resident commented on the inappropriateness of questions on a CEC survey about animal 
boarding; questions were leading, there was no statement re use of personal or equal opportunities 
monitoring data, and no statement that entry of personal data was not required. The officer in 
charge of GDPR for CEC will take the matter up with the service in question.
2 residents reported having been denied access to our website as it does not have an SSL security 
certificate. Even though we do not ask for personal information, it seems that this may become the 
norm. Our IT support charges £100 for this, on top of which purchase and renewal of an SSL 
certificate (£50-100 every two years) would have to be taken into account. For further discussion.

ALL

KW/JW
9 Planning
9.1 Freelands Farm

An application has been submitted to build 2 semi-detached houses on hard standing where there 
was previously an old, open barn. It was not clear whether this land is within green belt. There was 
a query as to whether the Rural West Edinburgh Plan was incorporated in the Local Development 
Plan, Cllr Gardner confirmed that was the case. He clarified that building could still take place on 
brownfield sites within green belt, and that green belt was not synonymous with fields. A further 
query was whether there was still a requirement for houses built within green belt to be for 
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agricultural workers only, Cllr Gardner to investigate and report back. NG

9.2 Craigpark Country Park
HSE having no jurisdiction in this case, the issue regarding safety in the country park has been 
passed from one council department to another. Finally, Environmental Health undertook to send 
someone to look at the site this week and a specific person undertook to respond on his return 
from annual leave. A letter from the Planning Department in March stated that “... the applicant has 
completed the country park to a level that is safe for the public.” To be followed up. RG

10 Transport
There was no word of subsidised services having been discussed recently. New country bus routes 
are being introduced between Edinburgh and Livingston.

11 Education – high school catchment areas
As reported at the last meeting, Ratho PS will remain with Balerno. A new school is to be built on 
the outskirts of Kirkliston, suitable land has been identified on Burnshot Road, for Kirkliston and 
Ratho Station pupils. The key issue for Ratho Station is transport. It was hoped the school will have 
some additional capacity to allow for future growth. There should be an update in October.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
There has been a very successful NW Neighbourhood Engagement meeting. The consultation 
asked what people wanted from the council and from officers; meaningful engagement came up a 
lot, and the desire for more local decision-making. J Wightman to circulate the papers.
Review of the Edinburgh Partnership is ongoing. This is a strategic partnership for the whole of 
Edinburgh. There is some concern that most of those involved are “self-serving” groups, there is 
only one representative for the community. J Wightman to complete the form, K Watt to review.
As mentioned in 6 above, there will be a walkabout in Ratho Station on 31 August.
There is a SW Forum meeting on 21 August, concerning planning for all of Pentland constituency.

JW

JW/KW

JW

13 EACC
Next meeting will be on 6 September, to discuss Edinburgh Partnership consultation. 

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Meeting was on 13 August, with a presentation from Disability Equality Scotland, outlining their 
aims and services. The EAL Passenger Experience Manager outlined initiatives for improving the 
general passenger experience and highlighted services for persons of reduced mobility, problems 
identified and solutions applied. A Special Assistance Consultative Committee has been set up.
Projects supporting expansion are on target. EAL expects 14 million passengers this year, and the 
expansion plans have capacity for 17 million. Ongoing work includes upgrades for baggage 
handling and security, in line with CAA requirements.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
R Godfree reported that EANAB met, at their request, with Edinburgh Airport Ltd (EAL) and the 
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) on 14 August, The meeting was called to seek improvement in the 
working arrangements between EAL and EANAB in respect of noise-related issues. Full minutes of 
the meeting will appear in due course on the EANAB website at http://www.eanab.org.uk.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 33
New followers – 2
CC updates via the Google group – 1
Website: 265 visits in June, from 192 people.  

16 AOCB
The planning application for 42 houses at Wilkieston has been withdrawn, but a new one submitted 
for planning permission in principle for a reduced (unspecified) number of houses. To be followed 
up, although outwith our area, as it potentially impacts traffic. RG

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 17 September (Ratho Church Hall)     Monday 19 November
Monday 15 October Monday 17 December 
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