
Approved minutes September 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 17th September 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, A Fraser
In attendance: PC A Douds, Cllr N Gardner, Cllr R Henderson, Cllr G Hutchison, Cllr G Bruce, B Stark, 

L McBurnie, M Forest (RSRA - Ratho Station Residents' Association)
Apologies: P Taylor, D Hunter, S Bisset, G Lindhurst MSP, Cllr L Young, Cllr S Webber

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Item 4, “...at Lochend Road” to be replaced with “...in Kirkliston (outwith RADCC area)”.
Minutes of meeting of 20th August were approved, with the above amendment.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – Cllr Gardner to check any progress. NG
3.3 (3.3) White lining on A71 & mud on road – nothing to report
3.4 (3.5) Issues re parking in Ratho – A public meeting has been arranged for 19 September.
3.5 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.6 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – update to be requested from Andy Edwards – 19.9.18 AF
3.7 (3.9) Dog fouling – nothing to report
3.8 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – It was reiterated that the pavement on 

the north side of the bridge is not the correct camber, no action has been taken.
AF

3.9 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – K Watt had corresponded with community police regarding 
two overweight lorries on the bridge, and the company concerned has been warned.

3.1 (3.12) Lack of seating & shelters at Gyle bus stop – nothing to report
3.11 (3.13) Wilkieston planning matters – The application is still under consideration. Noted that the first 

application prompted many objections, this resubmission had only six. Residents may not be aware 
that they must object again if they wish.

3.12 (3.14) Road markings west from airport slip road, + Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts – nothing to 
report

3.13 (3.15) Jupiter Artland bridle path – nothing to report
3.14 (3.16) Meetings with young people – nothing to report
3.15 (3.17) Daltons – The application for change of use to a delivery yard has been withdrawn and the 

enforcement enquiry closed, with no further action to be taken.
3.16 (3.18) Bonnington Quarry –.see 5
3.17 (3.20) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.18 (3.21) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – with Cllr Gardner to follow up NG
3.19 (3.22) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – K Watt had written to Edinburgh Biodiversity for 

advice
3.20 (3.23) Ratho School Voice representation on RADCC – There was no representative from RSV, 

K Watt to follow up again.
KW

3.21 (3.24 & 3.36) Disabled access to shops etc – A date for meeting with the Roads Officer is yet to be 
arranged.

KW/AF

3.22 (3.26) Speeding in village – see item 4
3.23 (3.28) Development of secondary airport access road – nothing to report
3.24 (3.29) Ideas for Canal 200th Anniversary – all ideas to be sent to K Watt. ALL
3.25 (3.30) Points for Police from previous minutes – nothing to report
3.26 (3.31 & 4) Bus loop at Newbridge – PC Douds reported that police had been to the site.
3.27 (3.32) Grit bin at Medical Practice – Has been followed up, but nothing in place yet.
3.28 (4) 30mph sign not working – This is now working.
3.29 (5) Deadline for use of Cala contribution to Dalmahoy junction lights – With Cllr Bruce to confirm. 

Cllr Gardiner following up.
GB

3.30 (8) SSL certificate for website – nothing to report

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 1

http://www.twitter.com/radcc
http://www.radcc.org/


Approved minutes September 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Action
3.31 (9.1) Houses in green belt for agricultural workers only – With Cllr Gardner to check and respond. NG
3.32 (12) Edinburgh Partnership review – Form submitted, and J Wightman has attended 3 meetings.
3.33 (12) Ratho Station walkabout – Did not take place on 31 August, to be re-arranged. JW
4 Police report

PC Douds reported the following for August:
Pentland
Housebreaking: No residential housebreakings.

7 Aug, business housebreaking at EICC – window smashed, £5,000 in clothing
stolen, enquiries ongoing.

Road safety: 21 Aug, A71 – driver issued FPN for no insurance and vehicle seized.
Theft: 1 Aug, Baird Road – theft of car and damage (recovered), no lines of

enquiry.
2 Aug, Bridge Inn – 2 bicycles stolen, enquiries ongoing.

ASB/Other: 14 Aug, West Croft – fence damaged, enquiries ongoing.
5 Aug, Freelands Road – male on offroad bike causing ASB, area search, no trace
28 and 29 Aug, Lidgate Shot – youths hanging around causing ASB, area search,
no trace.
31 Aug, Ratho Marina, youths messing around with lifebelt, no crimes, area search,
no trace.

Almond
Housebreaking: 15 Aug, Cliftonhall Road – housebreaking with intent to steal to a business unit

18-19 Aug, Claylands Road – theft by housebreaking to business premises
Theft: 5 Aug, BP Garage Cliftonhall Road – theft of fuel

11 and 13 Aug, Scotmid Ratho Station – shoplifting thefts
12 Aug, Eastern BMW and 13 Aug, Mercedes Benz – theft of wheels, scrap and
batteries
18 Aug, Harvest Road – theft of car within secure car park
20-21 and 22 Aug, Newbridge Ind Estate – theft from motor vehicles x2 and theft
of diesel.

Actions update: Patrols undertaken at bus loop in Newbridge. Ind estate afforded patrols with
regard to speeding/parking issues. Pop-up Bob utilised at Queen Anne Drive.

No assaults or hate crimes in either area.
PC Douds encouraged residents to phone police on 101 to report any antisocial behaviour so that 
patterns can be established centrally.

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Gardner confirmed approval of the application re Bonnington Quarry, as officers had 
recommended. However, vehicles will not be permitted to go through Ratho and will instead be 
directed towards Newbridge. Additionally, although officers were happy to leave remediation to be 
dealt with in due course, a quarter million pound bond has been secured, with a plan to be 
produced within five years showing how the land will be restored. There are stringent conditions on 
blasting hours. RADCC remains concerned about changes in the area since the application was 
accepted, particularly the proximity of the proposed Wave Garden. There is no security between 
Craigpark Quarry and Bonnington Quarry.
Cllr Henderson had been contacted by a resident whose son had an accident in the school 
grounds around two weeks ago, falling and badly cutting his leg on broken glass. It was believed 
the glass was the result of antisocial behaviour and probably under-age drinking. The school 
grounds are so extensive it is difficult for them to be controlled. Cllr Henderson has spoken with the 
family, the school head and the police, and it is hoped that the identities of those involved are 
common knowledge and will be passed on to police. The head teacher has some money for 
improvements and was meeting with a contractor on site on 17 September. A Fraser will mention 
the incident at the next CAP (Community Alcohol Project) meeting, to see if there are any 
suggestions. Cllr Henderson had been invited to a meeting of Ratho School Voice; it was a matter 
of regret that a representative of RSV had not attended RADCC meetings for some time. 
Cllr Bruce confirmed that agreement is still to be reached over the purchase of two remaining 
areas of land required for the Dalmahoy junction lights; boundaries have been identified and it was 
hoped that terms can be agreed within the next 2-3 months. Conveyancing will follow, and it was 
hoped that work may be started in Spring 2019. Construction duration is expected to be 18 weeks.
Cllr Hutchison had nothing specific to report.
Cllr Young reported that the main issue she had been concerned with was the Taylor Wimpey 

AF
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development at Ratho Station (see item 9.1).

6 Chair's report
J Wightman had asked Cllr Webber to respond to the problem with lights between the school and 
the library going out, apparently they are not listed as “normal” street lights. 
Signs have been put up notifying residents that bus stop markings will be painted on the road, this 
does not require a TTRO. Noted that it will be illegal to park within the markings. 
Thanks were expressed to councillors, MSPs etc who provided support in relation to the fence 
erected at the West Croft Right of Way. Police were involved when enforcement officers were not 
allowed onto the site. The barbed wire on top of the fence has been reported, with pictures, to the 
HSE. The path was eventually reopened after intervention by the Local Access Officer.

SW

7 Treasurer's report
£54.89 has been paid for supply of table-top flip charts & consumables for use at presentations.

8 Secretary's report
Overweight lorries on the bridge reported, see item 3.11. 
Email sent to Edinburgh Biodiversity about the monitoring and safeguarding of protected species in 
the quarries at the west of the village.
Email correspondence with Roads about the traffic lights in connection with the pavement works in 
Main Street, and about the speed advisory sign at Dalmahoy which was not working.
Correspondence with CEC's IT service about delays on council correspondence reaching the 
@radcc.org email addresses, which continues to be a problem.
Significant correspondence regarding the right of way being fenced off at West Croft/canal; it was 
established that not all the land at the proposed housing site is in the Conservation Area.
SW Community Forum held a useful talk and demo about education statistics and information. The 
tool for examining school data is at  https://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/School-
Education-Dashboards

9 Planning
9.1 Taylor Wimpey, Ratho Station

Consultation papers had been received by RADCC that day, but RSRA had not received anything. 
There was extensive discussion over the proposal to have an additional access road to the site 
from Hillwood Rise. It was agreed by all that it would be inappropriate for construction traffic to use 
anything other than the main site access road from the A8. It was felt that Hillwood Rise is not wide 
enough to sustain two-way traffic, partly due to parked cars. There is a parking area but the lights 
are broken and it is felt unsafe. It may be worth investigating whether improved lighting and CCTV 
would encourage greater use. One solution may be to permit vehicular access one way only, into 
the new site at Hillwood Rise. The application is open for public comment within 14 days of issue of 
the letter. RADCC will apply for statutory consultation. Attempts will be made to hold a public 
meeting with the developer to discuss further, ideally on Thursday 27th September, at Hillwood 
Primary – TBC.

9.2 Craigpark Quarry
There had been communications with both the proprietor, Brewsters, and Cala regarding 
completion of the public park. Nothing at all has happened since the walkabout with the proprietor, 
and there has been no maintenance of areas where some work was previously done. The legal 
agreement binding Cala and Brewsters states that it should be completed by end June 2018, in 
accordance with consented drawings, and it was suggested that Cala should follow this up.
Concerns relating to safety within the public park have been raised with both Brewsters, who have 
not responded, and CEC Department of Place. Concerns include no warning signage of deep 
water or possible underwater obstructions; no life-saving or emergency equipment; broken glass 
and debris in grassed areas; extensive areas that allow access to unprotected cliff tops; no access 
control during hours of darkness; no vehicular access in the event of a serious accident/incident. 
CEC have stated that “Environmental Health have no remit in regard to open public parks nor 
during the construction of the proposed leisure business” and that “...there is no workplace or work 
activities being carried on at the location... Environmental Health has no remit here to enforce any 
health and safety legislation”. However, it was suggested that they may have an implied duty of 
care arising from Section 15 of Part 1 LAND REFORM (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003 – Measures for  
safety, protection, guidance and assistance, which provides guidance regarding privately owned 
areas with public access, saying that a council can accept responsibility for notices or fences to 
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warn the public of danger on any openly accessible land. It was also noted that, despite requests, 
we have not been informed of where disabled access to the public park is or should be. 
It was reported that a drilling rig was in the north-west area of the site earlier that day, but it was not 
clear for what purpose. 

9.3 Wave Garden
As it was now 3 months since CEC were minded to consent, it was suggested that efforts be made 
to build a working relationship with Tartan Leisure. 
Noted that when applications are made, a lot of information is available in the planning portal, 
however once a project is approved, there is a lot more information that the Planning Department 
has asked for before consent, and that information is rarely seen. There may be constraints on a 
development, but it was not clear if the Planning Department have received submissions or are 
being heeded. Cllr Gardner to investigate and report back. NG

9.4 Trees
There was comment on social media about trees in the Cala Craigpark development being felled. 
Cala advised they were following guidance of the arboreal survey, and dealing with diseased trees 
that need to be felled to ensure public safety.

10 Transport
Nothing to report.

11 Education – high school catchment areas
Nothing further to report.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
J Wightman attended Almond Neighbourhood Partnership meeting regarding the Edinburgh 
Partnership consultation.

13 EACC
The Edinburgh Partnership was discussed here also. J Wightman proposed the same office-
bearers for EACC, and appropriate forms were proposed and signed by RADCC office-bearers.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

No meeting.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
Edinburgh Airport met with CAA on 14 August. EANAB has written to the CAA putting forward the 
case that the data used in the Airspace Change Programme analysis was so questionable that it 
should be put aside. North Queensferry Council has initiated the mechanism to ask the Secretary 
of State to call in the decision, which a number of Ccs have supported. The letter was noted.
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has guidelines for uninterrupted sleep during the night, 
referred to as 11.00pm-7.00am. Edinburgh still has flights arriving at 2.00am, and approximately 37 
departures between 6am and 7am. A sub-group of EANAB will be formed to look at WHO 
guidelines and how they relate to Edinburgh. 

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 38
New followers – 13
CC updates via the Google group – 1
Website: 303 visits in August, from 240 people. 

16 AOCB
None

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 15 October      Monday 19 November Monday 17 December
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