
Approved minutes October 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 15th October 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, A Fraser
In attendance: PC Kelly, PC Loosemore, Cllr G Bruce
Apologies: P Taylor, J Couper, S Bisset, G Lindhurst MSP, Cllrs K Lang and G Hutchison 

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 17th September 2018 were approved.
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: R Godfree

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge –  nothing to report
3.3 (3.5) Issues re parking in Ratho – see item 6
3.4 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.5 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – Andy Edwards has indicated they should be in by end October.
3.6 (3.9) Dog fouling – nothing to report
3.7 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – This is on the latest NEPS list.
3.8 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.9 (3.13) Wilkieston planning matters – nothing to report
3.10 (3.14) Road markings west from airport slip road, + Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts – nothing to 

report
3.11 (3.15) Jupiter Artland bridle path – nothing to report
3.12 (3.16) Meetings with young people – nothing to report
3.13 (3.20) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.14 (3.21) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – with Cllr Gardner to follow up NG
3.15 (3.22) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – No response yet received. KW
3.16 (3.23) Ratho School Voice representation on RADCC – A representative will attend the next 

meeting.
3.17 (3.24 & 3.36) Disabled access to shops etc – Name of Council contact regarding this to be 

established.
KW/AF

3.18 (3.26) Speeding in village – see item 4
3.19 (3.28) Development of secondary airport access road – nothing to report
3.20 (3.29) Ideas for Canal 200th Anniversary – all ideas to be sent to K Watt. ALL
3.21 (3.31 & 4) Bus loop at Newbridge – Police have attended the site from time to time but have not 

witnessed anyone using the bus loop. Drivers should be aware doing so could attract a £200 fine.
3.22 (3.32) Grit bin at Medical Practice – A grit bin is now in place.
3.23 (4) 30mph sign not working – nothing to report
3.24 (5) Deadline for use of Cala contribution to Dalmahoy junction lights – Cllr Bruce believed the 

deadline would be met. It was reiterated that the money does not have to be actually be spent, as 
long as it is committed. 

3.25 (8) SSL certificate for website – nothing to report
3.26 (9.1) Houses in green belt for agricultural workers only – with Cllr Gardner to follow up NG
3.27 (12) Ratho Station walkabout – Yet to be re-arranged.
3.28 (6) Lights between school and library – All now working satisfactorily.
3.29 (9.3) Post-approval planning submissions – with Cllr Gardner to follow up NG
4 Police report

PC Kelly reported the following for September.
Pentland
Housebreaking:6 Sept, shed broken into at Clifton Road, 3 bicycles stolen.

28 Sept-5 Oct, attempted house break-in at Tormain Drive, window cracked, no
access gained.

Assault: 10 Sept, assault at Dalmahoy Hotel, all parties known to each other.
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Action
Road safety: PC Bob, the cut-out speeding policeman, has been deployed a couple of times in

Ratho to good effect.
Theft: 12 Sept, petrol stolen from tank at Ratho Golf Club (a similar incident occurred

near Balerno around same date)
No hate crimes or antisocial behaviour.
Almond
Housebreaking:7 Sept, break-in to business premise at Roddinglaw, 29 year old male arrested.
Assault: 27 Sept, Glasgow Road, 29 year old male arrested for failing to stop for police,

police assault and resisting arrest.
Road safety: 36 year old male reported for having no MOT. 

Speed check at Harvest Drive, PC Bob also utilised in the area.
Theft: 3 Sept, theft from business premise at Newbridge Industrial Estate, 2 iPads stolen.

12 Sept, two high value vehicles stolen from business at Queen Anne Drive after 
keys removed from office. Both swiftly recovered, enquiries ongoing.
17 Sept, Scotmid at Ratho Station, theft of meat. 

Hate crime: 21 Sept, sticky notes left iin toilets at BP garage, with abusive religious comments,
awaiting fingerprint results. 

ASB/Other: 23-24 Sept, window broken at Post Office, Ratho Station.
As noted under item 3.26, police have given attention to the bus turning circle at Newbridge, which 
some private vehicles have been seen to use, but that has not happened when they are there.
The house break-in, with two cars stolen, at Freelands Road will appear in next month's report. 
PC Kelly reported that the majority of house break-ins are related to car theft. There had been 
reports around that time of two men in a white van acting suspiciously; police encourage sightings 
of any such behaviour to be reported, with a registration number if possible.

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Bruce had picked up on the issue of one of the recently painted bus stop markings in Main 
Street being inordinately long, and will report back when he has a response. His other major 
concern at the moment is the Wave Garden; he is meeting with Mr Scobie, of the company doing 
PR for Tartan Leisure, on 24 October. 

6 Chair's report
Andrew Burton, Chair of Queensferry Care, will come to talk to RADCC at 6.45pm before the next 
meeting on 19 November about what they do, their plans to open a Lunch Club in Ratho, etc. It 
would be interesting to know how many people from Ratho or Ratho Station use the service. They 
are also working in Kirkliston to try to increase uptake.
Thanks were expressed to all those who helped at the public meeting on parking. A link to the 
report of the meeting and suggestions made has been put on the website and on Facebook. 
However, the Chair also wished to formally record the limitations on some of the ideas put forward. 
For example, nothing could be done about parking on pavements or on yellow lines if there is no 
monitoring, and also there are problems with funding for parking. There is a meeting with Dr Andy 
Edwards, Area Roads Manager, on Monday 22 October to discuss what can be done, eg 
grasscrete where appropriate. It was reported that individuals persist in parking in the turning 
circles in Hallcroft, and signage saying “turning point only, no parking” was requested where 
appropriate, at Hallcroft Close in particular. G Low will check whether this is an issue at The 
Moorings before next Monday. Another issue for the Roads Manager is the issue of speeding at the 
top entrance to the village; it was suggested that a chicane would be most helpful.
The bus stop issue mentioned in 5 above was discussed. It was understood that bus stops are 
supposed to be the length of a bus, but it is not clear why the boxes painted are of varying sizes. 
There were some concerns about the colour of the boxes within the Conservation Area.   

7 Treasurer's report
A bill of £90.42 has been paid for poppy wreaths, ordered and delivered.
The cheque of £60.00 paid for web services in July has yet to be cashed. 

8 Secretary's report
Requests to put notices on noticeboard from Ratho PPG and Royal Mail, the latter to publicise their 
Scam Mail campaign.
Email exchange with Amey, responsible for the bridge over the M8 on Harvest Road, where a panel 
was dislodged in recent winds. A temporary barrier has been put in place and they are looking at 
longer term solutions as this bridge has a historic pattern of panel failure.
Other email exchanges include reporting the sign on the bus stop at the Bridge Inn being 
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Action
damaged, and the intrusive bus stop marking on Main Street (see items 5 and 6). Edinburgh Bus 
Users Group asked about bus stops that are unsatisfactory for elderly or disabled, so the one 
opposite the Medical Practice was highlighted.
Updating Facebook in particular with information about new bin collection arrangements.
Attended Canal Community Action Group, which focussed on strategy for the 10th anniversary of 
the Canal Festival. There were updates of researches on the history of the canal from researches 
in the National Records of Scotland. 
In August, there was a meeting with an officer from Community Learning & Development (CLD), as 
Ratho has been offered a “Winter Windows” installation as a Christmas decoration. A lamppost 
attachment was the only viable possibility. It is not yet clear whether this can be done alongside 
some of our Christmas tree lights, or if it would require all of that power source. If it were to be 
used, it would be for one year only, and residents would need to be informed well in advance if the 
trees were not to be lit.

JW/KW

9 Planning
9.1 LDP meeting –  R Godfree attended a workshop looking specifically at reusing brownfield sites. It 

had been interesting and valuable, producing a lot of discussion. 
9.2 Taylor Wimpey, Ratho Station – As agreed at the last meeting, a public meeting was arranged for 

27 September. It was well supported, with around 60 residents attending, as well as councillors, 
MSP and MP and of course Taylor Wimpey representatives. The revised proposals were 
discussed. The main area of concern was the road connection at Hillview Rise, which it was felt 
had potential for creating a rat run. Both RADCC and Taylor Wimpey encouraged residents to 
respond to the proposals and express their views. 

9.3 Land adjacent to West Croft – 120 objections were made. Nothing further has happened.
9.4 Freelands Farm, 2 houses – This application has come up before and been refused by 

committee. RADCC has simply drawn attention to previous decisions and stressed that there has 
been no material change of circumstance. A decision is awaited.

9.5 Hatton Mains – RADCC has been served notice under Regulation 17 of Environmental Impact 
Assessment Regulations that Babbity Environmental Ltd have given notice of their intention to 
undertake environmental assessments with regard to a forthcoming planning application for around 
1,500 houses etc at Hatton Mains. We have until Tuesday of next week to respond. GL

10 Transport
G Low attended a “Connecting Our City” workshop. Sessions included discussion of connectivity 
between pedestrians and cyclists, health and the environment, public transport, etc. It has also 
been issued as a public consultation online, see 
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/connecting-our-city-transforming-our-places/

11 Education – high school catchment areas
The Scottish government has been asked for money, if it is provided then WHEC and Currie are 
likely to be rebuilt. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
There were only 74 responses from the whole of Edinburgh to the Edinburgh Partnership 
questionnaire. Discussions are ongoing as to whether there will be any representation from 
community councils to localities.

13 EACC
Nothing to report.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Will meet next month.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
EANAB met on 3 October. It now has a website on which minutes and reports are posted, at 
www.eanab.org.uk. 
There is ongoing discussion regarding placement of temporary noise monitors to provide further 
data to correlate with the three permanent monitors on the main runway flight path. The temporary 
monitors will be tied into the Casper radar tracking system which may be accessed via 
https://flighttracking.casper.aero/edi/html5/. Each comprises a mast powered by batteries which 
last the two weeks of the temporary monitor's use. 
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Action
A subgroup is managing analysis of historic flight data on flights over the past several years to 
understand what changes may have happened and why, against the background of the Airspace 
Change Programme (ACP).
There has been correspondence with the airport and CAA since the meeting re ACP on 14th 
August. EANAB’s letter to the CAA should shortly be on the EANAB website along with a response 
from the CAA in due course. 
A subgroup is being formed to assess the broad spectrum impact of aircraft noise on health with 
reference to WHO guidelines. The aim is to assess issues, identify any problems or areas for 
improvement, and collaborate with the airport to help mitigate these. 
A Governance subgroup has been established to review and monitor EANAB's terms of reference, 
code of conduct and other procedures.
A further anticipated issue relates to the potential projected growth of the airport which is a 
commercial business focussed on growth with rumours about what may be done with the land that 
was the now abandoned second (12-30) runway.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 49
New followers – 14 (total now 499)
CC updates via the Google group – 2
Website: 131 visits in August, from 106 people. in last quarter, 25% of visitors are return visitors. 

16 AOCB
At a recent meeting of Ratho Environment Group, a resident had asked if anything could be done 
to minimise traffic noise from the M8 on the stretch east of Harvest Road. It was believed that the 
only effective barrier was a physical bund or fencing, but questioned whether the noise would carry 
as far as the village unless there was an easterly wind. It was confirmed that residents at The 
Moorings did not seem to be affected by motorway noise.
In relation to health & safety at Craigpark country park, it was reported that there is now a 2m high 
deer fence separating it from Bonnington Quarry, with a danger notice on it. Many other signs had 
been erected to warn of cliffs, deep water, etc, but no further work has taken place on the country 
park itself. Water is apparently bubbling up where drilling has taken place, which may indicate an 
underground watercourse. The drilling has been confirmed as pre-construction site investigation. 
Concerns remain as to why CEC has not responded to the breach of a condition of planning 
consent, in that the country park has not been completed by the agreed date. Cllr Bruce to discuss 
further with Cllr Gardner.

GB/NG

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 19 November Monday 17 December
Dates for 2019 cannot yet be publicised, as there may be some dates when the Community Centre 
is not available due to public holidays. To be published once CEC has confirmed. KW
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