
Approved minutes November 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 19th November 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, E Gray, A Fraser, P Taylor, S Bisset
In attendance: L Booden (RSV), PC A Murdoch, Cllr N Work, Cllr N Gardiner
Apologies: J Couper, R Godfree, Gordon MacDonald MSP, Cllrs R Henderson, G Bruce, L Young, 

G Hutchison
Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 15th October 2018 were approved, subject to replacing “G Low” with “R 
Godfree” in item 9.1.
Proposed: G Low Seconded: K Watt

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – Cllr Henderson reported that 

Sustrans have now awarded £91.5k to this project, which is 100% of the pre-construction cost 
estimate. Work has started to procure Consultants to deliver this phase of the project, which will 
include ground surveys, site investigations, a transportation survey, ecological surveys and detailed 
design work for the bridge and access ramp from the canal towpath. This phase will also include 
consultation with the local community and major stakeholders. It is likely that Sustrans will grant-
fund the construction phase, to a maximum of 50% of the total cost, and the balance of funding 
would come from the two Section 75 agreements (Cala housing and WaveGarden); it is not 
therefore anticipated that there will be any need for a capital allocation from Council budgets. While 
there was still a long way to go, it was pleasing to see such positive developments.

3.3 (3.5) Issues re parking in Ratho – A number of common issues were highlighted at the open 
meeting held in September and considered later by officers from our SW Locality Office. Actions 
were proposed to alleviate some of these problems in the short to medium term. The summary of 
the meeting and solutions is now available on the website  at http://www.radcc.org/parking-
meeting/  See also item 6.

3.4 (3.6) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.5 (3.7) Hallcroft railings – Roads Team have finally got a replacement contractor on board, there 

having been problems with the first one. The contract has now been agreed by the new contractor 
and the work registered and scheduled for January.

3.6 (3.9) Dog fouling – nothing to report
3.7 (3.10) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – see item 3.17
3.8 (3.11) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.9 (3.13) Wilkieston planning matters – nothing to report
3.10 (3.14) Road markings west from airport slip road, + Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts – nothing to 

report
3.11 (3.15) Jupiter Artland bridle path – nothing to report
3.12 (3.16) Meetings with young people – see item 4
3.13 (3.20) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.14 (3.21) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – nothing to report
3.15 (3.22) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – nothing to report
3.16 (3.23) Ratho School Voice representation on RADCC – L Booden was pleased to be attending the 

meeting, and confirmed that there will be representation, on a rotating basis, at future meetings.
3.17 (3.24 & 3.36) Disabled access to shops etc – A Fraser and K Watt met with Karl Ivanov, Senior 

Transport Team Leader with SW Office. The following issues were highlighted:
- access to surgery from bus stops, and road surface condition at that point
- additional areas in Main Street where kerbs need to be lowered and corners are not aligned
- sloping pavement adjacent to church
Email confirmation has been received that dropped crossings at the surgery and opposite the 
church will be installed this weekend, to be done before the resurfacing on Wilkieston Road takes 
place. A programme of work will be prepared for installing other dropped crossings.
Access to shops was also reviewed, and was acknowledged to be very poor. Although something 
needed to be done, the shops are council-owned, it may be challenging to have any action taken.
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3.18 (3.26) Speeding in village – nothing to report
3.19 (3.28) Development of secondary airport access road – nothing to report
3.20 (3.29) Ideas for Canal 200th Anniversary – all ideas to be sent to K Watt. ALL
3.21 (4) 30mph sign not working – Reported to police and S W Office
3.22 (5) Deadline for use of Cala contribution to Dalmahoy junction lights – nothing to report
3.23 (12) Ratho Station walkabout – nothing to report
3.24 (9.3) Post-approval planning submissions – nothing to report
3.25 (8) Winter Windows installation – One of the windows is by a Ratho Primary pupil. Notification will 

be published of switching-on date for it and for the Christmas tree lights.
3.26 (9.5) Response to Hatton Mains environmental assessment notice – A letter was sent on 22 

October, it has been acknowledged  and arrangements made to meet the company carrying out the 
environmental assessment on 10 December at 2.00pm in the Community Centre. Any RADCC 
member wishing to attend should inform J Wightman or G Low.

3.27 (16) Completion of Country Park – nothing to report
3.28 (17) Dates for RADCC 2019 meetings – see item 17
4 Police report

PC Murdoch reported the following for October.
Pentland
Housebreaking: 4 Oct, at Freelands Road, 2 vehicles stolen (recovered next day undamaged).

Owners were away, entry gained through rear window. Enquiries ongoing. 
Road safety: no road safety initiatives or incidents of note. PC Murdoch was asked about

rumours of members of the public operating Speedwatch activities in SW
Edinburgh; he was not aware of the initiative but would follow up.

Theft: 6 Oct, cyber crime, person defrauded of over £6,000 through sending money to
what he believed to be his loan company. Residents are strongly advised to ensure
that any requests for money on email or phone calls are properly verified.

ASB/Other: 3 Oct, dog walker bitten whilst attempting to separate his own and another dog
fighting, on canal path at marina. Enquiries ongoing.

Almond
Assault: 14 Oct, male arrested for assault at Hillwood Road. 
Road safety: 6 Oct, driver charged with no insurance.
Theft: 2-3 Oct, van stolen from Chariot Drive.
ASB/Other: 5 Oct, male arrested & charged with breach of peace, Gogar Station Road.

6 Oct, female charged for breach of peace, Station Road, Ratho Station.
It was reported that the speed monitoring sign on Wilkieston Road, just beyond the entrance to 
Cala houses, is still not working. 
At a Pentlands Neighbourhood Partnership meeting, there was discussion about the CAP 
(Community Alcohol Project) that is currently operating in Balerno and Oxgangs, and PC Murdoch 
was asked if there were any plans for this area. He was unaware of any plans, but we will contact 
Sgt Kieran Dougal, who is running the CAP and may be willing to come and talk to RADCC.
There was some discussion about working with challenging youth in this area; RSV, as parents, are 
keen to work with the CC, police and others. One member in particular had expressed an interest 
and had made contact with the Chair. J Wightman will contact her to explain the history of what has 
been done in recent years, which the individual concerned may have no knowledge of. In 
particular, a Lifelong Learning worker held meetings with children in 2017 and funding was 
acquired to offer their choice of activities, but they had simply stopped attending. RSV had 
concerns about the school grounds being used, especially over the summer months, by groups of 
children who can become abusive and disruptive. It was noted that RSV has an emergency fund, 
and uses it to support attendance at after-school classes/activities for some children. Some of the 
antisocial behaviour observed around Hallowe'en was believed to have been 11-12 year olds.

POLICE

JW

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Henderson had submitted a report on the canal bridge project, brief summary at 3.2.
Cllr Gardiner had passed on the list of items for clarification from RADCC to his assistant, who 
had undertaken to have a full response by the end of the week. 
Cllr Work attended the Armistice Day at Hillwood Primary. CEC are planting some Christmas 
trees, one of which will be at Ratho Station. There was still no decision on location of new school, 

NG
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although the focus remains Kirkliston. There was no further news on the Taylor Wimpey housing 
application, although noted that three new documents had appeared on the planning portal. 

6 Chair's report
J Wightman laid the CC wreath at the Ratho Station Remembrance Day services, and the one at 
Ratho was laid by our Scout Group.  
Some roads are going to be resurfaced in the next few weeks – Wilkieston Road (will remain 
open), and Bonnington Road down to the West Lothian boundary (will be closed with diversions). 
A meeting was held with Dr Andy Edwards of Roads SW, following the open meeting about 
parking, and the following points were agreed: 
Short term - some of the parking at Wilkie View is public parking, they will mark the sections that 
are private; they will implement a temporary speed sign near the surgery; they will paint “no 
parking” on the bus loop at Hallcroft (but will need to wait to get the white lining machine). G Low 
will contact Cala about restricted vision on Freelands Way due to a short length of hedging.
Medium term – consider grass screed parking in Main Street, may have to apply for NEPS funding; 
investigate whether the island outside the shops can be removed.
Cannot be done – build a road from Bridge Inn car park to library, too expensive; resident parking 
areas would be a cost to residents,  too expensive to monitor, and they are unable to monitor 
isolated sites. (see also item 3.3)

GL

7 Treasurer's report
No activity to report. 

8 Secretary's report
Email correspondence with CEC about fallen branches to be picked up after high winds; advice 
sought from Environmental Health about unauthorised bonfire by developer at the end of West 
Croft; request for replacement litter bin at the shops.
Attended Canal Community Action Group which discussed strategy for the 10th anniversary of the 
Canal Festival. There will be a small flotilla passing Ratho at noon on Saturday 24th November, 
becoming a Flotilla of Light at dusk towards Leamington Bridge.

9 Planning
9.1 Wave Garden – J Wightman, K Watt and G Low met with Andy Hadden of Tartan Leisure, they are 

still keen to open in April 2020. Meetings will be held every few months to keep updated.

9.2 Hatton Mains  – see 3.26

9.3 2 semi detached houses at Freelands Farm and 11 houses beside canal – awaiting decision. 

9.4 PAN for airport hotel – A PAN was submitted, then one month later a planning application for the 
same site but with a smaller footprint. There had previously been an application for temporary 
parking on the same site. Two adverts were put up in the village, but the CC was not contacted.

10 Transport
Nothing to report.

11 Education – high school catchment areas
As discussed previously, Ratho pupils will continue to go to Balerno, which will have a slightly 
increased catchment as it will be taking children from Cherry Tree.  

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
It has been confirmed that Neighbourhood Partnerships will be retained until March 2019. There 
will be meetings in January regarding how to achieve local representation in the SW Locality.

13 EACC
The AGM is on Thursday 22 November, all are welcome to attend. There will be discussions 
regarding the tram project.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Edinburgh Airport Ltd (EAL) intend to recommence the consultation process as they wish to 
provide greater connectivity and safe and efficient, sustainable travel opportunities for Scotland. 
New flight paths will be delayed by a minimum of a year. The scrutiny group will be reintroduced, 
although it was suggested that there should be fewer community council representatives.
EAL had increased the drop-off charge from £1 to £2 in an effort to incentivise a shift to public 
transport before next summer, primarily to try and reduce traffic on Eastfield Road. 33% of traffic 
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produced 20% of passengers.
A meeting with the new Community Engagement Manager will be held on 4 December.
EACC meeting on 12 November focussed on CEC's access strategy. This was devised before the 
closure of the old runway, which left more land available for a road & associated parking to the east 
of the terminal. Cramond CC had suggested an alternative using Turnhouse Road, but Cllr Lang 
thought this would not be favourably regarded as it would be a residential area in the near future.
Night flights are the top issue for local communities and the airport is working to reduce the number 
of these by increasing charges for night flights and reviewing fining procedures. There was 
discussion on the increase in drop-off fees, though members were reminded that there is a free 
drop-off option at the long-term car park. Problems with passenger experience were highlighted.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
EANAB met on 7 November, when EAL confirmed that, in the light of the decision by the CAA that 
it was minded to reject the ACO submission from EAL, the Secretary of State for Transport will not 
call in the proposals as had been requested.
EAL's intention is to start with a blank sheet of paper with regard to the consultation process, and 
wished it to be followed through in conjunction with EANAB. It was suggested an active EANAB 
sub-group be formed to liaise closely with EAL throughout the process. 
A proposal was tabled by Kinghorn CC focussing on suggestions re air corridors and hold points, 
with a view to making significant future use of the existing east coast offshore air corridor rather 
than the principle north/south route over land. EAL stated that the ACP relates only to “local” airport 
space, anything outwith that was in the remit of NATS and the CAA.
EANAB discussed internal governance issues. EANAB determined that they should support and 
pursue Kinghorn CC's proposals directly with NATS and CAA, as adoption of some or all of these 
proposals could impact on, and potentially improve, the outcome of the new ACP. Arrangements 
are being progressed for a joint workshop between EANAB and CAA to allow better understanding 
of their role. It was requested that other Community Councils acquaint themselves with the 
proposals with a view to offering letters of support to Kinghorn CC in pursuing the proposals. 

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 47
New followers – 15
CC updates via the Google group – 3
Website: 429 visits in October, from 328 people

16 AOCB
A resident from Gogar had asked Cllr Lang to investigate the possibility of reducing the speed limit 
on Gogar Bank; Cllr Lang had canvassed residents who were in general agreement with reducing 
the limit for road safety reasons, and would pursue it. Cllr Work had previously asked for this to be 
considered but had been advised to wait till the next review.
L Booden commented that cars regularly speed on Clifton Road (between The Steading and new 
exit from Jupiter Artland), especially 7.00-9.00am and 5.00-7.00pm. It was suggested that a speed 
survey should be carried out. Details to be passed on to Cllr Gardiner.
P Taylor reported that the new Chief Executive at Scottish Canals, Catherine Topley, has generated 
much more engagement with the canal community.

KL

JW/NG

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 17 December
Monday 21 January Monday 15 April Monday 15 July Monday 21 October
Monday 18 February Monday 20 May Monday 19 August Monday 18 November
Monday 18 March Monday 17 June Monday 16 September Monday 16 December
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