
Approved minutes December 2018 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 17th December 2018 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, P Taylor
In attendance: Cllr R Henderson, PC Donald MacLeod, PC Euan Sinclair, K Shaw (RSV)
Apologies: J Couper, A Fraser, B Stark, Cllrs S Webber, N Gardiner, G Bruce, G Hutchison, N Work

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 19th November 2018 were approved, subject to 2 minor corrections: item 
3.17 change “Main Street” to “Wilkieston Road” and item 9.2, change “3.31” to “3.26”.
Proposed: K Watt Seconded: G Low

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – The position as outlined by Cllr 

Henderson for the last meeting was formally on record and welcomed, but no progress since then.
3.3 (3.3) Issues re parking in Ratho – nothing to report
3.4 (3.4) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.5 (3.5) Hallcroft railings – Now scheduled for January, as reported at last meeting
3.6 (3.6) Dog fouling – nothing to report
3.7 (3.7) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – The information received and reported on 

at last meeting was incorrect, they were doing work on the pavement opposite the chapel, not the 
church. Noted that there was work going on opposite the church/war memorial that morning.

3.8 (3.8) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.9 (3.9) Wilkieston planning matters –The planning application for houses at Wilkieston, is still 

ongoing. This may make access to the B7030 easier and therefore increase traffic using this route. 
It was also noted that a significant objection had been made by SEPA to the application for a 
retirement village for travellers south of Wilkieston, as the site straddles a burn.

3.10 (3.10) Road markings west from airport slip road, + Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts – The West 
Office has been reminded about this and also about white lines at the dumbbell roundabouts.

3.11 (3.12) Meetings with young people – We are awaiting a response from Carol Curzon. JW
3.12 (3.13) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.13 (3.14) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – nothing to report NG
3.14 (3.15) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – nothing to report NG
3.15 (3.17) Disabled access to shops etc – ongoing. The dropped kerbs were installed prior to 

Wilkieston road resurfacing.
AF

3.16 (3.18) Speeding in village – see item 4
3.17 (3.19) Development of secondary airport access road – nothing to report
3.18 (3.20) Ideas for Canal 200th Anniversary –  All ideas to be sent to K Watt ALL
3.19 (3.21) 30mph sign not working – nothing to report
3.20 (3.22) Deadline for use of Cala contribution to Dalmahoy junction lights – Cllr Henderson 

suggested asking Mike Avery, or checking the business bulletin from the last locality committee.
3.21 (3.23) Ratho Station walkabout – nothing to report
3.22 (3.24) Post-approval planning submissions – nothing to report NG
3.23 (3.27) Completion of Country Park – see item 9.3
3.24 (4) Public operating speedwatch activities – Response awaited from PC Murdoch. POLICE
3.25 (5) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – nothing to report NG
3.26 (6) Restricted vision on part of Freelands Way – G Low to action GL
3.27 (16) Speed limit Gogar Bank – nothing to report KL
3.28 (16) Speeding on Clifton Road – nothing to report
4 Police report

PC MacLeod reported the following for November:
Almond
Housebreaking:attempted housebreaking to a workshop at Station Road, Ratho Station. No entry
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gained, nothing stolen.

Road safety: 4 Nov, 26 year old charged with failing to stop/failing to report a damage-only hit
and run accident at Glasgow Road.
14 Nov, 21 year old male charged with dangerous driving on A8 at Ratho Station.
14 Nov, 19 year old female charged for driving while unfit through drugs and with
no insurance on A8 at Ratho Station.

Theft: 1 Nov, theft of fuel from HGV at Batleys
17 Nov-3 Dec, tractor stolen from Bonnington Mains Quarry.

ASB: early Nov, car set alight at car parking compound and another had window
smashed at Harvest Road, enquiries ongoing.

Pentland
Housebreaking:21 Nov, at Kings View Crescent, unknown point of entry, vehicle stolen with keys. 

Enquiries ongoing to establish if any CCTV with neighbours.
Road safety: A few calls were made re road traffic matters, including several minor collisions,

minor damage only, mainly due to adverse weather.
ASB: Couple of calls to Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club to reports of suspicious

vehicles. Area search with no trace, no vehicle details provided.
Bonfire on School Wynd had to be reduced in size for health and safety (Council 
dealt with).

Note that as of 1st December, PC Oliver Ford has taken over as one of the Ward 2 Funded Officers 
from PC Euan Chancellor. He will be working alongside PC Ali Murdoch.
A dog was recently involved in hit and run incident on Freelands Road by a DPD driver, police were 
informed but registration number not known. Courier vans based around Newbridge often speed 
through the village, particularly on Freelands Road, the worst times are 8.00-9.00am and 4.00-
6.00pm. Further speed checks have been requested, but Pentland CPT have been unable to do 
this as frequently as planned due to resources being pulled elsewhere. Further checks will be 
mounted in the area, especially when schools go back in the new year, but Almond Police were 
also asked to report our concerns to the delivery companies. CEC should take part in enforcing the 
20mph limit, but we have been told that speed bumps are not allowed in a 20mph area.
The previous day, around 10-12 vehicles were parked on the footpath on the B7030, blocking the 
footpath and partially blocking the road. They seem to be metal detectorists, investigating the land 
east of the road, with landowner agreement. PC MacLeod agreed to pass this information on. 
As reported at the last meeting, the housebreaking on Freelands Road had occurred when the 
owners were away. Police confirmed this is a common theme, but there is no clear picture as to 
where information regarding vacant houses was coming from. PC MacLeod would speak to PC 
Crowe to see if he could share advice about keeping homes safe.

ALMOND
POLICE

POLICE

POLICE

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Henderson confirmed that, as people may be aware, the Scottish Government had 
announced their budget for the next year, and on that basis CEC has been planning its own 
budget, and will be looking for £108m savings over four years. There is still to be further 
clarification, and an additional £10m savings may have to be found. Clearly frontline services would 
be affected. 
He understood that Children & Families would be in touch with RADCC as they have to extend 
early years provision here. It was hoped there would be a meeting in January, and they would also 
be in touch with Ratho School Voice, as the parent/teacher representative body.

6 Chair's report 
Christmas lights were up, thanks to a volunteer, and they and the Winter Windows installation are 
now operational, following liaison with CEC. 

7 Treasurer's report
The outstanding cheque for £60 to Indra Design for website work has finally been cashed. 
RADCC had declined to remain affiliated to the Cockburn Association, so no subscription paid.

8 Secretary's report
Email correspondence with CEC about the bad phasing of the temporary traffic lights on Wilkieston 
Road during the recent resurfacing work, and rude behaviour of workers.
Attended Canal Delivery Board, which focussed on maintenance work required on the Edinburgh 
stretch of the Union Canal, in particular Leamington Lift Bridge, which has secured a grant for 
repair over the next 6 months.
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Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) – It was agreed at a Council committee that the scheme of 
delegation will be changed so that only TROs which attract more than six objections will go to 
committee. This means TROs can be decided on by council officers without consideration by 
elected members, even where a Community Council objects.
There is a monitoring & evaluation exercise on the 20mph scheme. Information has been circulated 
to members asking for feedback and will be posted on Facebook to seek residents' views.

9 Planning
9.1 Local Plan – G Low had attended a SW meeting which was a starting point for preparation of the 

next Local Plan, which will take 2-3 years till final approval. The aim was to allow local people to 
identify spaces within own areas that may be suitable for development, particularly brownfield sites. 
It is clear that all areas will be under pressure to identify land for housing, and each Community 
Council should review their own areas. Between now and April, the community's views should be 
sought on what sites in the area would be acceptable to be released for housing. Decision to be 
determined as to how to implement this – see 9.2.

GL/JW 

9.2 Hatton Mains – A meeting was held with Clarendon Planning & Devpt and Inverdunning, who are 
preparing the environmental report and together making preparations for a planning application 
around April 2019. Once the application is submitted, a public meeting will be held. There was 
some discussion as to whether such a meeting should concentrate solely on Hatton Mains or the 
area generally as in 9.1 above. It was clear that meeting attendance numbers are important, 
particularly with regard to the Local Plan.

9.3 Country Park – The public park should have been finished on 30 June. A bond of £220k is in 
place, which is against default on the part of the proprietor in terms of maintenance. They have 
built around 50% of the footpaths, which are not being maintained; they are full of weeds, and 
heaving because of weed roots. The matter has been raised with Brewsters and with Cala, but 
nothing has happened. It was felt that we should raise with CEC that there is a breach of the legal 
agreement and of the maintenance agreement, and suggest that legal action may be required. 
Draft letter to be reviewed and sent to the Chief Executive. J Wightman will also request a meeting 
with Tartan Leisure for an update meeting regarding the Wavegarden. 

RG/JW

9.4 Decisions are still awaited on 11 houses beside West Croft and 2 semi-detached houses at 
Freelands Farm. Councillor Work sent details regarding a merger between Telefonica and 
Vodafone and their proposal to remove antennae and erect new ones at Gogarbank.

10 Transport
Nothing to report.

11 Education – high school catchment areas
Developers for the Hatton Mains proposal believed there was space at Dean Park Primary for the 
projected 400 children, but the general view was that 400 children required a new primary school. 
Balerno High is being expanded to take 800/900, the developers thought 1200.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
Almond NP public meeting, only one member of the public in attendance. There was discussion 
about youth in Queensferry, talks had been held with pupils of Queensferry High, including children 
from Kirkliston. 
A meeting is to be held on 9th January for Almond residents to discuss how to get community 
engagement. (Subsequently advised the South West meeting will be on 16th January.) 

13 EACC
Nothing to report.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

There was a meeting with new Community Liaison Manager, Louise McIntosh. 
There is a consultation running till 8 February on an “approved operator” scheme for car park 
operators at Edinburgh airport parking, to ensure minimum standards. Benefits to operators 
included in the scheme would be reduced fees for accessing airport facilities and recognition on the 
airport website.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
EANAB met on 5 December. A priority is to arrange a seminar with the CAA to allow a better 
understanding of how they work regarding airspace generally. The Airspace Change Programme 
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(ACP) was rejected by the CAA in November, and Edinburgh Airport now have to go back to the 
drawing board. They wish to start from scratch, working with EANAB.
The ACP is solely organised and compiled by Edinburgh Airport Ltd, and is restricted to the 
airspace under the control of Edinburgh Airport tower. Once planes reach a specific height and 
certain fixed boundaries, they come under national control, NATS. The ACP has to ensure planes 
leave the Edinburgh airspace at points designated by NATS. EANAB members have suggested 
that there may be opportunities to change those designated points and thus (a) make better use of 
Edinburgh Airport space and (b) possibly alleviate pressure on air traffic space in other parts of the 
UK, through making more use of the off-coast eastern route. A further technical meeting with the 
CAA is also planned, to discuss anomalies and concerns regarding noise mapping.
Various subgroups have now been set up, and process and methodology clarified.
It was queried whether the airport was liable for ongoing maintenance/replacement of triple glazing 
supplied to houses in Ratho Station and Newbridge in the 1990s.
As previously reported, one sub-group is considering the implications of WHO advisory limits on 
noise in residential areas, and the impact of repeated aircraft noise on health and welfare, 
especially of children. There may be serious implications for future development around the airport.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 35
New followers – 5
CC updates via the Google group – 3
Website: 200 visits in November, from 145 people. Most popular – RADCC minutes, and parking 
meeting updates.

16 AOCB
The Post Office in Ratho Station has closed. Councillors were advised, Cllr Hutchison had advised 
RADCC, but the Residents' Association had not been informed.
There is a review of disabled parking spaces in Ratho Station, residents have been told to write to 
the appropriate council service where there are concerns.
P Taylor reported that the Ratho Environment Group had been busy in the village, with litter picking 
and environmental improvements including the planting of trees in the area behind the library. 

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 21 January Monday 15 July
Monday 18 February Monday 19 August
Monday 18 March Monday 16 September – venue TBA
Monday 15 April – venue TBA Monday 21 October
Monday 20 May – venue TBA Monday 18 November
Monday 17 June Monday 16 December
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