
Approved minutes February 2019 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 18th February 2019 at 7.15pm in the Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, D Hunter, P Taylor, S Bisset, 
K Shaw

In attendance: PC Kelly, PC MacLeod, Cllr R Henderson
Apologies: A Fraser, J Couper, G Lindhurst MSP, Cllr N Work, Cllr G Hutchison, Cllr G Bruce, 

Cllr N Gardiner
Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 21st January 2019 were approved.
Proposed: G Low Seconded: P Taylor

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – 
3.3 (3.3) Issues re parking in Ratho – At the request of the Roads team, properties in Hallcroft were 

leafleted to seek views on marking turning circles with double yellow lines. Fewer than 10% 
responded, the majority of whom were against the proposal. 3 people from two cul-de-sacs were in 
favour, mainly due to thoughtless parking. The Roads team will be advised not to proceed, and 
residents in the two affected cul-de-sacs to be advised to park courteously and not encroach on 
residents' driveways. Views can be sought in due course to see if anything has changed.

3.4 (3.4) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.5 (3.5) Hallcroft railings – Work now complete apart from plastic covers at railing ends.
3.6 (3.6) Dog fouling – The bin within the playpark at the Moorings is emptied as part of the garden 

contract, therefore done less frequently in the winter, but it is often full to overflowing due to dog 
mess bags. The factor has written to residents to say that such bags should be taken home, or the 
bin will be removed. These roads have not yet been adopted, so there are no council bins. Noted 
that the bins at the picnic area (responsibility of Scottish Canals) are also not emptied often 
enough. Check what stage has been reached re adoption of the roads. KW

3.7 (3.7) Bridge road surface & pavement near Wilkie View – CEC maintain this work was carried out 
in December, and it was not possible to say with certainty whether or not this was the case. This 
item will be deleted from future minutes.

3.8 (3.8) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.9 (3.9) Wilkieston planning matters – R Godfree maintaining watching brief. Noted that West 

Lothian's Environmental Health response to consultation included a statement of objection for 
those areas of the site that will significantly exceed night time maximum noise levels.

RG

3.10 (3.10) Road markings west from airport slip road, + Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts – nothing to 
report

3.11 (3.11) Meetings with young people – see item 16
3.12 (3.12) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.13 (3.13) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – It appears that details of people 

who commented on historic applications have been deleted. However, a fundamental question 
remains; Planning maintain that it is a legal requirement to show full name and address with 
comments, but it is not clear where that legal requirement lies, or why a full address has to be 
shown when a postcode would be sufficient. NG

3.14 (3.14) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – nothing to report
3.15 (3.15) Disabled access to shops etc – nothing to report
3.16 (3.16 and 4) Speeding in village, esp courier vans – nothing to report
3.17 (3.17) Development of secondary airport access road – See item 14.1
3.18 (3.18) Ideas for Canal 200th Anniversary –  All ideas to be sent to K Watt ALL
3.19 (3.19) 30mph sign not working – still outstanding JW
3.20 (3.21) Ratho Station walkabout – nothing to report JW
3.21 (3.22) Post-approval planning submissions – response awaited NG
3.22 (3.23) Completion of Country Park – see item 9.6
3.23 (3.24) Public operating speedwatch activities – nothing to report POLICE
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3.24 (3.25) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – response received but further 

clarity is required
RG/NG

3.25 (3.26) Restricted vision on part of Freelands Way – Response from factors awaited. GL
3.26 (3.27) Speed limit Gogar Bank – Cllr Lang reported that this matter is still with transport officers.
3.27 (4) Keeping homes safe – nothing to report JW
3.28 (9.1) LDP – identifying areas for possible development – nothing to report
3.29 (9.3) Tartan Leisure/Wave Garden meetings – Next meeting to be scheduled for May. JW/GL
3.30 (4) Speeding on B7030 – nothing to report POLICE
3.31 (8) Graffiti – Cllr Bruce informed and all has now been dealt with.
3.32 (16) Wall at Piggery Bends – Cllr Hutchison has passed details to Dave Sinclair and will report 

back on his response.
GH

4 Police report
PC Kelly reported the following for the month of January:
Almond
Break-ins: 7 Jan, two business premises at Ratho Park broken into, 29 year old male

arrested & reported to courts. 
12 Jan, business premise at Harvest Road broken into, electrical goods stolen.

Assault: 4 Jan, a 54 year old male arrested for threats to neighbour, Ratho Station.
Theft: 24 Jan, two males stole alcohol from Scotmid, entered via rear door

6 Jan, elderly female charged with theft from Scotmid.
Theft of registration plates from HGV on Harvest Road.

Pentland
Break-ins: 6 Jan, attempted break-in to lockup at School Wynd, nothing stolen.

14 Jan, theft from motor vehicle at School Wynd.
23 Jan, garage broken into at North Street, cycles stolen.
24 Jan, garage broken into at East Croft, nothing stolen.
24 Jan, garage broken into at Addiston House, nothing stolen.
26 Jan, attempted break-in to garage at East Croft.

Theft: 16 Jan, theft of cycle at Canalside.
16 Jan, theft from locker at Dalmahoy Hotel
30 Jan, insecure house entered and cash stolen at Freelands Road

ASB/other: 13 Jan, culpable and reckless conduct at School Wynd, lamppost wires cut, 
leaving live wires exposed.
18 Jan, search warrant executed at address in North Street, male arrested in
connection with various offences inc drugs supply, now remanded in custody.

Nothing more was known about the vehicle used for thefts elsewhere that was found abandoned in 
West Croft. Extensive forensic work is carried out on such vehicles. PC Kelly reported that it is 
much more common for a break-in to take place and car keys stolen rather than electronic devices 
being used to steal cars.
It was noted that many vehicles park against the flow of traffic on Main Street, making them hard to 
see in the dark, especially if misty. Agreed that a note reminding residents about the Highway Code 
rules on this should be circulated via social media.
It was understood that there was a serious incident on the school bus at Balerno in late January, 
and police were called. Date of the incident to be identified and passed on to PC Murdoch to see if 
further information can be provided. 

RG/KW

KS/KW

5 Elected members' reports
Cllr Henderson had nothing specific to report on locally. He reminded members that the Council 
would be setting its budget for the next financial year this week, and that it would be challenging. 
He could not guarantee that frontline services would not be affected.

6 Chair's report 
A useful meeting was held with Tartan Leisure regarding the Wave Garden. They are progressing, 
and now own the whole site. Delays to the development mainly stem from delays from the 
Council's legal department. Concerns remain concerning wildlife within the site, and suggestions 
were made as to how they could engage more with local people. The main cliff, on the north-west 
side of the development, is not very stable in several areas, and they have been required to put on 
retaining mesh and leave gaps for birds to nest on. They intend to do all the work that the previous 
owners had not completed, and have a contractor lined up to do as much work on the public park 
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as possible without interfering in things not yet consented.
A meeting was also held with 3H York (old Uniroyal site). Over half the proposed development will 
be flats, 84 of which will be social rent. 161 mid-market rent and 245 principally starter homes. A 
public meeting will be held to advise residents on current plans, on Monday 4th March at Newbridge 
Bowling Club, 2.00-8.00pm.  RADCC members are encouraged to attend, particularly to hear 
residents' views re Section 75 funds.

7 Treasurer's report
£23 reimbursed for photocopying of fliers. The RADCC account currently comprises:
Ratho Youth Project £1,631.00
Community Fund £3,431.15
Christmas lighting    £688.49
War Memorial                 £103.62
General funds              £1,167.61
Agreed to pay £25 to the church for rental costs for meetings. 

8 Secretary's report
Attended Canal Community Action Group on 4 February. Items discussed included canal clean-
ups, towpath shared use and improvements (inc addressing selfish user behaviour), canal festival, 
and bicentenary legacy projects. Volunteers requested for clean-ups, and suggestions are 
welcomed for legacy projects, the only one so far is to light up certain bridges. Ratho Primary 
School are working with Scottish Waterways Trust to produce a mural for the canal festival, based 
on the Seagull Trust, which will be on semi-permanent display at Fountainbridge. 

9 Planning
9.1 SES Plan – This has still not been approved by the Scottish government. The next review of the 

Local Plan, City Plan 2030, was due to start this month but is now delayed. 
 

9.2 International Business Gateway (IBG) – A site visit was held with planning officials and 
councillors, K Watt and G Low attending as observers. This is the first phase of extensive 
proposals for the area, and CEC are now considering giving planning approval in principle. There 
will be a hearing in April to which all affected community councils will be invited. The tram will be 
central to the development. The land is entirely within RADCC's boundary, and there will be major 
implications for traffic, schooling, etc. 

9.3 Hatton Mains – Nothing further to report. 
9.4 Taylor Wimpey, Ratho Station – Nothing further to report.
9.5 3H York (old Uniroyal site), Newbridge – see item 6
9.6 Country Park/Wave Garden – see item 6

Further to the response from Head of Planning to RADCC's letter of December 2018, a number of 
issues remain as points of principle that we would like to have clarified. These include obligations 
and conditions relating to uncompleted consented works, including obligations incurred due to 
previous Legal Agreements. A letter to the relevant officer, copied to Cllr Gardiner, setting out these 
points of principle will be drafted, and will suggest a meeting to clarify these matters. RG/JW

10 Transport
Nothing to report.

11 Education – high school catchment areas
The Council are waiting to find out what funding will be available for Balerno High School 
refurbishment. No progress has been made in identifying a possible site for a new high school in 
the north-west, other than abandoning the idea of siting it at Ratho Station. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
At the Council meeting on 14 February, a motion was passed to dissolve Locality Boards and 
Neighbourhood Partnerships. In theory, there is now nothing between the general public and 
councillors. Subject to consultation with existing community groups, neighbourhood networks are to 
be established, aiming to work with what already exists on the ground and is working well. 
J Wightman will attend the Funding Panel w/c 25 February. 

13 EACC
Meeting on 21 February, to be attended by G Low.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee
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The meeting on 11 February was updated on a number of issues:
Safety – Edinburgh Airport Ltd (EAL) is looking at a number of strategies to deal with drones.
Airspace change – The Board of EAL approved plans to move on Air Space Modernisation following 
rejection of the previous plans. The format (CAP 1616) will proceed through 7 stages and include 
pre-consultation consultations. Dame Sue Bruce will again lead scrutiny of the consultation process 
with different participants in the group and a wider range of “communities”. Both Westminster and 
Scottish governments want aviation growth. EANAB will be asked for views on community 
consultation.
Surface Access Strategy – Negotiations going well with CEC re a new road to serve the airport, with 
major principles established. Cllr Lang and others had made the point that this was a contingency 
issue and not just an issue with volume of traffic.
Valet parking – Using the latest technology, valet parking will be at the heart of the airport's 
approach to use space more efficiently. £12 million will be invested in the facility, being built on the 
current surface car park, and 5,000 more parking spaces will be provided by 2021.
Noise – The Noise Action Plan has been signed off by the Scottish government and is now with the 
European Parliament. EAL is considering a number of strategies to reduce noise.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
EANAB met on 6 February. With regard to noise monitoring and implementation of EU Regulations 
598/2014, there is a proposal that CEC's Planning Department is assigned as the Competent 
Authority for planning purposes. Some community councils in Fife, particularly Kinghorn, question 
whether statutory regulations should require them to consult with other authorities where 
necessary, such as those in Fife and West Lothian, or that the competent authority in this case may 
be the Scottish government. 
In the context of ongoing consultation (to 11 April) regarding the UK government's green paper on 
aviation strategy, EANAB members are planning to attend meetings in London in February and 
March. 
The much delayed meeting between EANAB and the CAA has been rearranged for 26 March.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 20
New followers – 1
CC updates via the Google group – 1, and 1 waiting to go.
From next month, we will report on the number of Council-related items posted on Facebook.
Website: 94 visits in December, over half of which were looking for minutes.

16 AOCB
Review of Community Council scheme – a link to the proposed revised scheme had been 
circulated. It includes the introduction of a complaints procedure, although there is no mention of a 
right of appeal. It has been suggested that all CCs should have a Youth Engagement Officer, trying 
to get people under 18 to join CCs. Any Youth Parliament representatives living in the area would 
be ex officio on the local CC. The new scheme requires a clear annual demonstration of how CCs 
are engaging with their community, and we need more ideas about how to do that. 
Meetings with/activities for young people – K Shaw had been in touch with Lauren Edgar, as Carol 
Turzon is off sick. She and Tammy Ruddick (Public Health at NHS) are very much keeping Ratho 
on the agenda, and they hope Youth Talk  will come to Ratho after it finishes in Wester Hailes in the 
summer. Lauren Edgar is happy to be contacted about taking ideas forward.
There had been a post on Facebook regarding roadside litter and fly-tipping around the village, and 
suggesting that councillors should be asked if CEC has a campaign or strategy to tackle it.

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 18 March Monday 19 August
Monday 15 April – Church Hall, Baird Road Monday 16 September – venue TBA
Monday 20 May – venue TBA Monday 21 October
Monday 17 June Monday 18 November
Monday 15 July Monday 16 December
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