
Approved minutes April 2019 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 15th April 2019 at 7.15pm in Ratho Church Hall, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, R Godfree, E Gray, S Bisset, P Taylor, K Shaw, 
J Couper

In attendance: Cllr N Work, Cllr G Bruce, PC M Crow, C Jardine MP
Apologies: D Hunter, Cllr G Hutchison, Cllr N Gardiner, Cllr R Henderson

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 18th March 2019 were approved.
Proposed: S Bisset Seconded: G Low

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.2) Cala development, Craigpark Quarry, funding for bridge – Funding is now fully in place, this 

item will appear under Planning in future.
3.3 (3.3) Issues re parking in Ratho – to be reviewed in due course
3.4 (3.4) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.5 (3.5) Hallcroft railings – Bollard still not painted, apparently no resources at the moment.
3.6 (3.6) Dog fouling – The roads at the Moorings now appear on the list of adopted roads. See item 5, 

Cllr Bruce.
3.7 (3.7) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.8 (3.8) Wilkieston planning matters – ongoing
3.9 (3.9) Road markings west from airport slip road, + Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts –  nothing to 

report
3.10 (3.10) Meetings with young people – see item 6
3.11 (3.11) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report

3.12 (3.12) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – A reply was received from the 
Information Governance Officer outlining why they believe address details are necessary, but 
noting that comments only require to be published while an application is live. They are currently 
investigating mechanisms for archiving comments once a decision has been made. The Planning 
service is currently completing a Data Protection Impact Assessment re current operation of the 
planning portal. These issues will be raised at the forthcoming meeting.

KW/RG

3.13 (3.13) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – nothing to report
3.14 (3.14) Disabled access to shops etc – nothing to report
3.15 (3.15) Speeding in village, esp courier vans – see items 3.22 and 4
3.16 (3.16) Development of secondary airport access road – see item 9.3
3.17 (3.17) Ideas for Canal 200th Anniversary –  All ideas to be sent to K Watt ALL
3.18 (3.18) 30mph sign not working – It is understood that Cala are now going to repair this.
3.19 (3.19) Ratho Station walkabout – Held on 25th March, Cllr Work was unable to attend and RADCC 

were not invited. There was no feedback from the walkabout.
3.20 (3.20) Post-approval planning submissions – To be raised at meeting with Planning. KW/RG
3.21 (3.21 & 9.6) Completion of Country Park – To be raised at meeting with Planning, and will appear 

under Planning in future.
KW/RG

3.22 (3.22) Public operating speedwatch activities – PC Murdoch reported that Ward 2 officers will 
enquire about the community assistance programme for using hand-held speed guns.

POLICE

3.23 (3.23) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – nothing to report
3.24 (3.24) Restricted vision on part of Freelands Way – Now completed.
3.25 (3.25) Speed limit Gogar Bank – no further information
3.26 (3.26) Keeping homes safe – nothing to report
3.27 (3.27) LDP – identifying areas for possible development – nothing to report
3.28 (3.28) Tartan Leisure/Wave Garden meetings – Next meeting will be mid May.
3.29 (3.29) Speeding on B7030 – JW to follow up again. JW
3.30 (3.30) Wall at Piggery Bends – nothing to report
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3.31 (3.32) School bus incident – More details awaited. KS
3.32 (16) Footpath clearing – Cllr Bruce has tried to investigate but has been passed from one 

department to another, without success.
GB

4 Police report
PC Crow reported the following for the month of March (written report also submitted by PC 
Murdoch, post-meeting):
Almond
Break-ins: 1 house break-in at Gogarbank, 4 business break-ins at Ratho Station.
Assault: 1 serious assault Ratho Station, known person, solved.
ASB/other: Vandalism to car in Newbridge area.
Pentland
Assault: 2, both involving individuals known to each other, both resolved.
Theft: 22/3/19 – theft of bag at Climbing Centre

25/3/19 – insecure vehicle entered on Baird Road and items stolen.
ASB/other: Police are aware of recent incidents involving a potential scammer in the area. A

campaign to “Shut Out Scammers” has been launched.
Operation Harefield (wildlife crime/sheep worrying) is ongoing in rural areas in SW,
including around Ratho.

Road safety: Social media posts have highlighted continuing speeding in the village. Police are
aware of speeding on Freelands Road and Wilkieston Road, and will be
carrying out speed checks in the near future with deployment of pop-up PC. 

5 Elected members' reports
Christine Jardine MP outlined recent parliamentary business including Brexit and the roll-out of 
universal credit. 
She had been disappointed that, contrary to previous assurances from Edinburgh Airport, there 
was no new noise strategy. Noted that EANAB had not received anything either, other than that 
night flight charges have been increased. The outcome of flight path application was still awaited, 
and Ms Jardine reported that all new flight paths had had problems, not just Edinburgh. EANAB is 
trying to ask questions about modification of air traffic control at a national level, to encourage 
consideration of the east coast route rather than the Pennine spine route. Ms Jardine undertook to 
find out more.
She had received numerous representations from Ratho and other communities regarding buses, 
and had been circulating questionnaires. RADCC had had a meeting with CEC officers following 
which they asked us to carry out a survey, which is being carried out via Facebook and the Google 
group, and also with hard copies in the library. Responses were still coming in but so far, 217 
wanted a city centre service for commuting, 136 for off-peak shopping in the city centre, 55 for 
shopping at The Gyle, 46 for shopping in Corstorphine, and 292 for evening visits to/from the city 
centre. It was noted that the Park & Ride at Ingliston was so successful that it was frequently over-
full. It would be good if it could be extended, or another created. 
Newbridge residents want a bus through their village; buses go along the A89 but it is too far for 
elderly or less able residents. This was mentioned at the PAN for the old Uniroyal site, and the 
developer undertook to speak to the council. Noted that bus companies have taken buses off that 
loop because of queues from the industrial estate onto the Newbridge roundabout.
With regard to the Wave Garden, RADCC is engaging with the developers. It is due to open in 
2020, which it was felt may be optimistic, given the continuing absence of a legal agreement. See 
also item 9.2. Meetings have been arranged with Crosswind – see item 9.3.
Cllr Work will also meet with Crosswind on 1st May. He would update RADCC prior to their 
meeting. He had attended the PAN for the old Uniroyal site, which had a very good turnout. 
Cllr Bruce noted that, as mentioned under 3.6, the roads at the Moorings had been adopted and 
he believed the council had taken on the installation and servicing of waste bins. Trees have been 
cut and a lot of land cleared at the Dalmahoy junction, in preparation for traffic lights installation. 
Greenspace Department will assist in the clearing from Dalmahoy junction to Hermiston village of 
heavy soil and vegetation which they have made a start on, from the boundary to Addiston Farm. 
They are currently waiting for the Roads Dept to organise road safety and hope to have resources 
to do this at a time when the road traffic can be organised.
Discussions are still ongoing within the Council to best serve the residents of Ratho with supported 
bus services within a sustainable approach.

CJ

NW
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Action
6 Chair's report

Last year, we were asked to apply for a grant for work with challenging youngsters. After the young 
people abandoned what had been set up, all had been very quiet, the money has not been spent 
so it has to be repaid. However, at an Almond Neighbourhood Partnership meeting in November, in 
discussions about Youth Talk, it was mentioned that a development worker was talking with 
Queensferry pupils. J Wightman had asked about pupils from Ratho Station, and subsequently a 
grant of £1,000 was made to facilitate engagement. RASCA asked if there was money for their 
youth club. Await the outcome of the development worker interaction. JW

7 Treasurer's report
Two items of expenditure: £10.95 for photocopying and stationery, and the insurance premium of 
£68.29 for the next year. Accounts for the year end had been prepared for auditing. The £1,000 
mentioned at 6 above should be in the account within 9 working days. Development officers from 
the council will use that money, the contact is Isla Anderson. 

8 Secretary's report 
Most points have been dealt with elsewhere. Considerable time has been spent collating the 
results of the poll on bus services, which will probably close around Wednesday 17th April. 

9 Planning
9.1 SESPlan / City Plan 2030

Nothing to report. Still awaiting approval from Scottish Government.
9.2 Wave Garden

The developer is holding a presentation in the library on Wednesday 8th May, 3.00 – 8.00pm, on the 
proposed detailed design of buildings and structures within the Wave Garden. All are encouraged 
to attend and listen to comments. 

ALL

9.3 Crosswind Development, Edinburgh Airport
Meeting with Crosswind Developments on Friday 17 May at 8.30am. This is understood to be a 
briefing meeting rather than a consultation. G Low, K Watt and R Godfree to decide which 2 of 
them will attend, as J Wightman is unable to attend. 

GL, KW, RG

9.4 Meeting with Planning Department
K Watt and R Godfree will meet representatives of the Planning Dept on 29th April. Email 
communications had become rather “bogged down” but the fundamental question was why the 
public park was not finished. Further to that, how should RADCC report matters to Planning and 
get them actioned, and how does Planning police complex applications and decisions.

KW/RG

10 Transport
Roads Services have advised of the proposal to promote traffic orders for double yellow lines at all 
corners on Main Street. Legislation to ban parking on pavements is not yet finalised; it is 
understood that there will be some places where exemptions will be allowed. 

11 Education – high school catchment areas
No decision has yet been made regarding a new school site at Kirkliston.
Noted that the substantive headteacher is returning part-time after summer, 3 days per week 
(Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday). The other 2 days will be advertised as a jobshare. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
Emphasis is given in Community Planning to areas of deprivation, for this area identified as Wester 
Hailes, Queensferry and Kirkliston. Edinburgh Partnership is going to have one representative from 
each neighbourhood partnership, plus one extra from south-east. Meetings about this for the NW 
area will be held on 30th April, 5.00—7.00pm, re engagement, and an Almond NP meeting on 8th 

May, 6.30—8.30pm at Rosebery Hall. Information on Pentland should be received soon.
13 EACC

Meeting on Thursday 18th April, will be discussing Edinburgh Partnership, and also the proposed 
Code of Conduct for community councils.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Next meeting in May. It was reported in the press that passenger numbers exceeded 1 million in 
March.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
EANAB had a fruitful meeting with CAA (Central Aviation Authority) and EAL (Edinburgh Airport Ltd) 
on 26th March. Two sessions covered the workings of the CAA within overall air traffic control in 
British airspace, and the processes used to generate noise mapping at airports including 
Edinburgh. There was discussion on EANAB's proposals to consider wider use of airspace, 
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particularly the potential use of an east coast corridor instead of continuing use of the 
Pennines/central spine corridor used at present. EANAB has instigated a formal approach for this 
to be considered with some urgency, during current determination of airspace use in SE England.
As previously reported, a full analysis of historic flights carried out by To70 on behalf of EANAB is 
nearing completion. Preliminary findings appear to add to the already questionable validity of noise 
mapping used at Edinburgh Airport.
At the EANAB meeting of 3rd April, there was some discussion in relation to 7 proposed residential 
developments at various stages of planning consent, including Ratho Station and Newbridge, 
International Business Gateway and the Crosswind proposal close to the airport, which will 
inevitably be subject to aircraft noise. With an increasing awareness of the impact of both noise 
and air quality on health, questions have been raised as to the suitability of such locations
Further information, including minutes of EANAB meetings, is available on the EANAB website at 
www.eanab.org.uk.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets –18
New followers – 2
CC updates via the Google group – 3
Facebook: various posts re: bus services; speeding; Dalmahoy junction works; library holiday 
programme; Seagull Trust's purchase of defibrillators (one of which is for community use).
Website: 54 visits in March

16 AOCB
Cllr Bruce noted that the proposal for a 3,600 home development at Riccarton was causing some 
concern. 
Noted that the next meeting on Monday 20th May is also the AGM, in the Church Hall.

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 20 May – Church Hall, Baird Road Monday 16 September – venue TBA
Monday 17 June Monday 21 October
Monday 15 July Monday 18 November
Monday 19 August Monday 16 December
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