
Approved minutes June 2019 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 17th June 2019 at 7.15pm in Ratho Church Hall, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, R Godfree, E Gray, S Bisset, L Booden 
In attendance: PC N Payne, Cllrs S Webber, G Bruce, N Gardiner, R Henderson
Apologies: P Taylor, K Shaw, A Fraser, J Couper, Cllrs G Hutchison, N Work

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 20th May 2019 were approved, with minor amendments and one additional 
sentence to item 14.2.
Proposed: S Bisset Seconded: K Watt

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.3) Issues re parking in Ratho – to be reviewed in due course
3.3 (3.4) Community action plan – no update
3.4 (3.6) Dog fouling – no update
3.5 (3.7) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – no update
3.6 (3.8) Wilkieston planning matters – ongoing
3.7 (3.9) Road markings west from airport slip road, Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts – see item 10
3.8 (3.10) Meetings with young people – no update
3.9 (3.11) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – no update
3.10 (3.12) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – no update
3.11 (3.13) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – no update
3.12 (3.14) Disabled access to shops etc – no update
3.13 (3.15) Speeding in village, esp courier vans – see item 5
3.14 (3.16) Development of secondary airport access road – no update
3.15 (3.18) 30mph sign not working – Repair still not carried out by Cala. Noted that it also needs to be 

re-sited.
3.16 (3.20) Post-approval planning submissions –  no update
3.17 (3.22) Public operating speedwatch activities – no update POLICE
3.18 (3.23) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – no update
3.19 (3.25) Speed limit Gogar Bank – no update
3.20 (3.27) LDP: identifying areas for possible development – no update
3.21 (3.29) Speeding on B7030 – no update
3.22 (3.30) Wall at Piggery Bends – no update
3.23 (16) Footpath clearing (on A71) – no update
3.24 (4) Concern re lack of police presence at meeting – PC Payne reported that concerns had been 

noted. She was attending this meeting in lieu of Pentland/Almond representation.
3.25 (5) Dalmahoy junction lights/Section 75 funds – Cllr Bruce reported that Section 75 funds were 

available until 2020. There was nothing further to report.
4 Police report

PC Payne reported the following since the last meeting:
Almond
Break-ins: House break-in and theft, Gogarstone Road

Break-in to a substation in Newbridge area
Break-in to Scottish Fire & Rescue offices, Newbridge

ASB/other: Culpable & Reckless Conduct - 3 crimes recorded of youths throwing eggs at car
at Newbridge roundabout
Culpable & Reckless Fireraising – to ground at National Tints, warehouse, on
Station Rd, Ratho Station 

Pentland
Assault: 26 May, assault with weapon (tyre iron) in Hillview area, no injury
Theft: 3 June, motorbike stolen from farm near Linwater Caravan Park, but recovered

close by
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Action
Road safety: 17 June, van in field at Dalmahoy, enquiries ongoing
It was reported that PC Gillies is still making enquiries into thefts from vehicles in Ratho and has 
identified suspects through good quality CCTV footage. It is hoped suspects will be arrested and 
charged in due course. Feedback on all the car thefts that took place, in different localities in the 
village, would be appreciated. PC Payne to request feedback to be provided to the next meeting. 
In a joint initiative with DVLA, who have a device that identifies cars without tax, an exercise had 
been carried out that identified 11 such vehicles, which were then clamped; 4 were in Kirkliston, the 
remainder in Corstorphine. It can often lead to finding uninsured vehicles as well.
Egg throwing at vehicles and houses at Newbridge and Ratho Station has been happening since 
about March, but social media posts suggest that local residents are not aware who is responsible. 
There have been a number of reports of fly tipping, a photo of a van's number plate was passed to 
police, but nothing more has been heard. PC Payne will check out and request feedback to be 
provided to the next meeting.
The presence of PC Murdoch and his colleague at Ratho Gala Day was much appreciated.

POLICE

POLICE

5 Elected members' reports (A8/Gogarstone Road to be discussed separately)
5.1 Cllr Henderson had no other major issues to mention. 

5.2 Cllr Gardner had been contacted by a Ratho resident living near the Medical Practice regarding 
speeding. Cllr Gardner hoped to get a speed assessment carried out, and will be supportive if there 
is anything that can be done. He had attended the Gala day, despite the rain.  

5.3 Cllr Webber has pursued officers re bus tendering, has had no reply but will follow up. RADCC's 
canvas of local opinion on bus services had been fed back. She believed services should be being 
tendered now, but had seen nothing. Cllr Henderson believed that the council was still reviewing all 
bus services across the city, and that what actually goes out for tendering will be a Transport 
Committee decision, for various routes and options. 

5.4 Cllr Bruce had followed up about waste bins at the Moorings and was told that they were not within 
CEC remit as they were private, despite confirmation that the roads had been adopted. He will 
continue to press. He also had been contacted regarding speeding in the village. It was clear that 
police checks had only a temporary effect. He had received a response regarding the bus service 
which recognised the wishes of some Ratho residents but concluded that a direct service was 
unaffordable and their focus would be to enhance interchange opportunities. 
On the subject of waste bins near the Moorings, P Taylor had contacted Scottish Canals to see if 
they could install a larger bin, which could not be accessed by animals, at the picnic area. They only 
do one size of bin but will put another in place to help deal with the amount of rubbish deposited at 
this location. It was noted that the school is doing a lot of family sharing activities around litter-
picking, by lending equipment etc, and the Brownies are planning another litter pick with REG.

GB

5.5 A8/Gogarstone Road issues
It was initially difficult for RADCC to know who to approach regarding these issues, as at least one 
councillor maintained that, although the area in dispute is within his ward, residents of Ratho are not. 
Councillors' views were that generally, they will co-operate and work together to support residents in 
such cases. It was understood that Andy Edwards and David Sinclair do communicate with each 
other. G Low was thanked for his diplomatic email to Active Travel. 
There was a meeting on 13 June, attended by Cllrs Hutchison, Bruce, Henderson, Webber and 
Work. Council officers present were Brian Mackie from Active Travel, Stacey Moncrieff-Skelton and 
Phil Noble (their boss Andrew Easson intended to be there but could not make it). Mr Mackie 
apparently does not believe all the complaints received were legitimate, but were “contrived” by 
RADCC. There were references at the meeting to a “consultation” in 2014, which councillors asked 
to see, but in fact they had only consulted one user group, ie cyclists. The airport has also spoken to 
CEC, as they had no prior consultation either.
The conclusion of the meeting was that the slip road to the airport going west will immediately be 
returned to two lanes, to ease congestion particularly for the Royal Highland Show. Cameras will be 
installed temporarily at the junction to monitor driver behaviour; it was hoped that would be done 
before schools break up, but if that is not possible it will not be done until schools return in the 
autumn, so that a typical picture is formed. It has been agreed that findings and possible options will 
be shared, and Cllr Webber has insisted that they come and speak with us. Thanks were expressed 
to councillors for their efforts on this issue, and for keeping RADCC informed. There is concern 
about CEC's attitude and lack of consultation on this issue, and our very poor treatment by them as 
they have not even acknowledged our email of over three weeks ago. The main concern, however, 
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Action
is safety for all road users. One keen local cyclist has commented that the changes have not helped 
cyclists at all. It would be appreciated if we could be informed when cameras are put in place.

6 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
£100 donation agreed at last meeting was paid to Ratho Gala Committee.

8 Secretary's report 
Most correspondence dealt with Gogarstone Junction and the associated Road Safety Audit report, 
along with the proposals for Newbridge roundabout. Other items have included road markings on the 
A89, and Special Uplift arrangements, which are taking some time at present.

9 Planning
9.1 IBG

The planning application was approved, and the site immediately put up for sale. As we are already 
10 years in to what was supposed to take 40 years, it may take a long time to come to fruition.
Cllr Gardner noted that the development there was next to the tram line, which is where the 
transport focus will be, no decision has yet been made about how many cars each site will be 
allowed. It was noted that at RBS, where only 50% of employees are allowed to park on the RBS 
site, a number of people get round this by parking in the Park & Ride, where there is huge 
competition for spaces.  It was also suggested that the tram service is running almost at capacity.

9.2 Wave Garden
Meeting to be held with Tartan Leisure on 20 June to discuss progress and timelines. The most 
recent PAN, with public exhibition, was for the buildings on the site. Planning had said they were 
minded to grant permission for the original, but it would fall if the legal agreement was not completed 
in six months; however, it was over 5 months before the legal agreement was even presented to 
Tartan Leisure. Cllr Gardiner to investigate and find out what the position is. At this time last year, the 
plan was for it to be open at the end of this season, but it now seems unlikely to open before 2021. 

NG

9.3 Crosswind
J Wightman will attend the next update on 25 June. 

9.4 SES Plan/Strategic Development Plan (SDP)
Cllr Gardner confirmed that the rumour mentioned at the last meeting, that the Scottish government 
had rejected the SESPlan, was partially correct. The minister rejected SDP2 in relation to transport, 
and said that SDP1 should continue to be used as a basis for planning. . All the SE Scotland 
planning convenors and council leaders have met, and continue to meet, as all the authorities in the 
area want to continue with regional planning, and governance issues around that are being 
considered. They are focussing on transport issues. The change of focus to climate emergency is an 
additional impetus for these issues to be reconsidered. The Planning Committee meets on 7 th 

August, when a “main issues” report should have been presented, but all is now on hold, although 
there is now clarity in that there is no need to wait for ministerial approval, and they can press ahead 
with the city plan, to be called “Choices for Edinburgh”. It should be launched around 
October/November. Housing allocation is still to be discussed.

10 Transport
There are proposals to change the road layout at Newbridge roundabout. NW Roads team offered 
affected Community Councils a meeting to clarify any areas of concern. This is on hold until they 
have considered the proposal. 

11 Education – high school catchment areas
L Booden confirmed the change of head teacher at Ratho Primary; it will be a job share between 
Rachel Glover (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday) and Chris Welander (Monday, Friday). Ratho 
School Voice had their AGM the previous week, L Booden and Sam Mitchell remain joint chairs, and 
Kieron Shaw remains the primary representative to RADCC.
Currie High School is getting a new build, to be ready 2023, and the first of a succession of events 
across community groups will be held on 19 June. It will be a community school. WHEC will have a 
major spend, including new astroturf, and will be renamed Wester Hailes High School. It is not 
known what is happening regarding Balerno, Cllr Webber undertook to follow up. SW

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
G Low attended the most recent meeting. J Wightman confirmed that South West are maintaining 
their funding panel for next year. 
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Action
13 EACC

Next meeting on 20 June, to talk about locality plans, and Joint Integration Board.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Next meeting is in August. Meantime, we have been informed that the terminal extension was 
recently formally opened.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
EANAB met on 7th June and received a presentation by the Aviation Sub-group highlighting the 
findings of an independent assessment of historical flight records 2011 – 2017 carried out by 
consultants “To70”.
This had been prompted by repeated concerns from several communities that over a number of 
years aircraft were perceived to be diverting to flight paths that had not been subject to any form of 
consultation or approval raising the question “What has Changed?”.
The findings confirm that there is wide divergence from the prescribed Standard Instrument 
Departures (SID) routes during take-off in both horizontal and vertical profiles, resulting in noise 
impact on communities described as being outwith noise contours on current noise contour maps, 
since the maps had been compiled using theoretical SID flight profiles and had never been validated 
on the ground.
Edinburgh Airport have embarked on a new Airspace Change Programme (ACP) against which 
noise mapping of the present position, needed for objective comparison of shifts in noise impact 
resulting from proposed changes, will have to be assessed in the light of the actual use of airspace 
determined by the historical flight analysis. EANAB are actively involved in the new ACP process 
and will continue to work alongside Edinburgh Airport throughout the process. 
Full details of the flight data analysis may be found at http://www.eanab.org.uk/

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets: 20
New followers: 1
CC updates via the Google group: 5
Facebook: Continuing dialogue with residents about Gogarstone junction works and associated 
Road Safety Audit, and Newbridge roundabout. 
Website: 94 visits to the website in May, with an increase in page visits when the Road Safety Audit 
was put on the site.

16 AOCB
There will be Community Council elections this year. It was not clear who would act as Returning 
Officer for RADCC, but Cllr Webber indicated she would be happy to do so.

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 15 July Monday 21 October
Monday 19 August Monday 18 November
Monday 16 September – venue TBA Monday 16 December
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