
Approved minutes May 2019 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 20th May 2019 at 7.15pm in Ratho Church Hall, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), K Watt, G Low, R Godfree, E Gray, S Bisset, A Fraser, P Taylor, 
K Shaw

In attendance: Cllrs G Bruce, R Henderson
Apologies: D Hunter, J Couper, Cllrs S Webber, G Hutchison, N Work

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 15th April 2019 were approved, subject to addition of E Gray to those present 
and amendments to the last two paragraphs of Cllr Bruce's report.
Proposed: P Taylor Seconded: S Bisset

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.3) Issues re parking in Ratho – to be reviewed in due course
3.3 (3.4) Community action plan – nothing to report
3.4 (3.6) Dog fouling – nothing to report
3.5 (3.7) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – nothing to report
3.6 (3.8) Wilkieston planning matters – ongoing
3.7 (3.9) Road markings west from airport slip road, Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts – nothing to report
3.8 (3.10) Meetings with young people – Nothing further has been heard regarding possible 

engagement with Ratho Station young people via Youth Talk.
3.9 (3.11) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – nothing to report
3.10 (3.12) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – nothing to report
3.11 (3.13) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – see 8
3.12 (3.14) Disabled access to shops etc – nothing to report
3.13 (3.15) Speeding in village, esp courier vans – nothing to report
3.14 (3.16) Development of secondary airport access road – nothing to report
3.15 (3.17) Ideas for Canal 200th Anniversary –  All ideas to be sent to K Watt ALL
3.16 (3.18) 30mph sign not working – Cala are to repair the sign
3.17 (3.20) Post-approval planning submissions –  nothing to report
3.18 (3.22) Public operating speedwatch activities – nothing to report POLICE
3.19 (3.23) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – nothing to report
3.20 (3.25) Speed limit Gogar Bank – nothing to report
3.21 (3.26) Keeping homes safe – nothing to report
3.22 (3.27) LDP – identifying areas for possible development – nothing to report
3.23 (3.28) Tartan Leisure/Wave Garden meetings – nothing to report
3.24 (3.29) Speeding on B7030 – nothing to report JW
3.25 (3.30) Wall at Piggery Bends – nothing to report
3.26 (16) Footpath clearing (on A71) – nothing to report GB
4 Police report

It was formally noted that RADCC were very disappointed to have no police presence at the 
meeting, or any written reports, particularly as there had been a number of incidents recently that 
had concerned residents. Cllr Henderson undertook to raise the matter with Community Police 
Officers, copying the Chief Inspector, and asking them to give some attention to the concerns of 
Ratho residents.

RH

5 Elected members' reports
There was lengthy discussion regarding the two issues that have dominated in recent weeks: 
Gogarstone Road junction
Although the location of the junction is in Almond ward, RADCC were advised to take any concerns 
about it to Pentland councillors, as Ratho is sited within Pentland ward. It was acknowledged that, 
although Almond councillors would normally take the lead on this issue, councillors with residents 
affected by it would also expect to be involved.
There was consultation in 2015 regarding the A8 cycle path, results of which identified this junction 
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Action
as the most dangerous location on the route. In 2018, reports went to the Transport & Environment 
Committee proposing the removal of acceleration and deceleration lanes at the junction and the 
TRO required to reduce the speed limit on the A8 to 40mph throughout. Last week, hatching was 
painted on the junction to remove the acceleration and deceleration lanes. No new signage has 
been installed, nor had any local consultation taken place. There was immediate response on social 
media from Ratho residents who use this junction either to reach Ingliston Park & Ride or to travel 
east into Edinburgh, and also when travelling from the Gyle/central Edinburgh to Ratho. The 
changes make turning, in either direction, more dangerous as it means either waiting for a safe gap 
to join fast-flowing traffic, or slowing down sufficiently in fast traffic to safely turn off.  A further 
concern is that there is now only one lane for traffic going down the slip road towards the airport, 
which has already caused tailbacks, and it is envisaged this will become much worse once the Royal 
Highland Show starts. CEC view is that once drivers become accustomed to the 40mph limit and 
drive accordingly, it will improve, and it is stated that the changes may have made the junction safer 
for cyclists. However, it was felt that any changes should take account of all road users' safety. The 
officer concerned from Active Travel has responded to councillors and others saying that he will 
prepare a formal response to the complaints received, but that he remains satisfied that the 
markings are an improvement. It was felt that RADCC should await his formal report and, if still in 
disagreement with it, invite the officer to a meeting to discuss concerns further. 
Break-ins/damage to cars
A number of thefts and break-ins to cars have been reported, starting at Craigpark Quarry but 
subsequently in the Moorings, the Glebe, East Croft and Main Street. One of the Community Police 
officers apparently believed that the majority of thefts could have been from unlocked cars. There is 
a great deal of anger in the community about the incidents, and a strong sense of disappointment 
that the police seem unable or unwilling to do anything about them.
Other issues
There had been an incident with youths on motorbikes frightening a child and causing injury to her 
father on the canal towpath. 
Travellers at Newbridge should be moved on in the next few weeks.
Cllr Henderson had nothing major to report apart from issues mentioned above.
Cllr Bruce reported that there had not been much movement on the Dalmahoy junction. Tree felling 
and ground investigation were complete, and drainage design was commencing and should be 
complete by mid-July. However the purchase of the land is still to be finalised. Once the tender 
process is complete, construction will take 5/6 months, but a start date has not been given. Cllr 
Bruce will again try to establish the date by which the Section 75 funds must be committed or spent.
Cllr Hutchison had attended a briefing on the Crosswind development. He had received significant 
correspondence re Gogarstone Road junction and was awaiting a full response from the Active 
Travel officer. The matter had attracted a range of views on both sides but he believes there are a 
number of safety issues around the new set-up that must be addressed.
Cllr Work had also had much communication re Gogarstone Road, and is awaiting the official 
briefing. He had not been aware of any great safety concerns with the old layout. He noted that the 
bus stop now had new markings and believed part of the reason for the changes would be to protect 
it. He understood that what has been done is consistent with other similar junctions. 

GB

6 Chair's report
All activities covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
The £1,000 grant for potential engagement with pupils at Ratho Station has been received.
A £27.60 cheque for flyers for Newbridge residents has been paid. 
The £40 subscription for the next year's Data Protection registration is to be paid. 
A request for support has been received from the Ratho Gala Committee, R Godfree proposed 
giving £100, which was agreed.

8 Secretary's report 
K Watt and R Godfree met with a Senior Planner to establish the status of planning permissions and 
legal agreements in relation to Craigpark Country Park. It was pointed out that no updated 
Landscape Habitat Management plan had been produced for any of the previous applications, and 
he will seek to address this with the developers to ensure this condition is applied. It was also 
established to whom RADCC should raise concerns about legal agreements not being fully 
implemented. (see also 9.7)
With regard to concerns expressed on social media about the changes to Gogarstone Road junction 
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discussed at 5 above, polls were set up to try and ascertain the extent of usage of the airport slip 
road and the former deceleration lane, in order to help Active Travel understand the scale of the 
problem for our residents.

9 Planning
9.1 Crosswind Development, Edinburgh Airport

K Watt and G Low attended the consultation. It had been emphasised that this was very early stages 
of a planning development for the 200+ acre site. They were keen to get feedback from Scottish 
Water, SEPA, community and environmental police, community councils, etc. It is not included in the 
current local plan, but they will be consulting with CEC for its inclusion in the next plan. It was 
understood that Cramond CC thought it was generally positive, but were surprised that the 
developer stated that airport noise would not impact on the area. The original intention for the site 
was for a mixed residential and high tech business park.

9.2 SES Plan / City Plan 2030
It has been heard unofficially that the Scottish government has rejected the SES Plan, due to 
concerns that the transport strategy had not dealt with all issues. This means that the next local plan 
cannot yet go ahead at present.

9.3 Wave Garden
A drop-in presentation was held on 8 May, giving more detailed plans regarding the shape and 
design of buildings. There was a good turnout, with over 150 residents. Noted that some elements 
such as zip wire and snowboard kicker jump have been removed, but may come forward again at a 
later date. The drawings showed pontoons for residential and visitor berths beside the bridge, but it 
was unclear how access to the pontoons would be created.

9.4 3H York (Uniroyal) Site, Newbridge
The developer had applied for planning permission for a range of matters in a previous permission in 
principle.  These included items raised at the recent public exhibition. The closing date for comments 
is 23 May, G Low has submitted comments for RADCC.  

9.5 Country Park and Bridge
There was some information on the bridge at the Wave Garden exhibition. A planning application is 
due to be submitted in the next few months. There will be a DDA-compliant gradient to access the 
bridge. (see also 9.7) 

9.6 Training session
K Watt attended a training session which had been interesting. The most useful advice was, when 
making comments on planning applications etc, to “keep it concise”.

9.7 Meeting with Senior Planner
K Watt and R Godfree met with a Senior Planner regarding the public park. There had previously 
been somewhat convoluted written responses, but we have to accept that nothing will happen in the 
Country Park until the Wave Garden is green-lighted. One matter that became clear was that many 
of the labyrinth of footpaths will simply be mown strips. There will be hard footpaths, but also these 
softer ones. (see also 8)

9.8 IBG
J Wightman attended a second site visit to the IBG site with the Planning Committee. She used the 
opportunity to highlight the need to extend the Park & Ride capacity.

10 Transport
J Wightman had gone back to Stuart Lowrie regarding the results of the survey on buses. Nothing 
further to report.

11 Education – high school catchment areas
Nothing more on the new NW high school or Balerno. Cllr Henderson understands that the Scottish 
government is creating a central fund for such work, and councils will have to enter bids.  

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
J Wightman had attended 2 meetings with officials and other CCs in the North West regarding 
Neighbourhood Networks. CCs in the NW are unhappy with the Neighbourhood Networks proposal 
and are looking at working in a different way. She attended an initial meeting and a further meeting 
will be held with all 14 CCs invited to establish common themes between community councils. 
There is concern in NW that representatives of any organisation can be involved, there is no 
requirement for them to be constituted or to follow the same code of conduct as the CCs themselves 
or other constituted organisations. These groups could also then receive local authority grants and 
NEPS money. It was felt that the proposals had not been thought through.
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13 EACC

No meeting, nothing to report.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

There was a meeting on 13 May. Passenger numbers have increased but there are fewer flights, 
using larger aircraft. EAL is conducting a final assessment of a road between Gogar roundabout and 
the east of the airport, with a projected timescale of two years. Capital investment is continuing at 
£75 million per annum. 
The new baggage handling and scanning system were highlighted to become operational later in the 
year, as well as a valet car parking system to allow fast parking for passengers. It was noted that the 
capital costs for this system were substantially lower than building a multi-storey car park. 
Management is working on trialling a system to update arrivals with information about the handling 
company and projected time for baggage to arrive, in light of the comparatively high level of 
complaints about the handling agents. 
Also covered were: information is available on the website about use of drones, along with a form 
seeking permission to fly within the controlled zone; consideration of Airspace Change Programme 
is proceeding with the design principles; presentation about research on Noise and Health from 
Lindsay Cole, Chair of EANAB.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB)
EANAB met on 1 May. The new Airspace Change Programme (ACP) is proceeding, EAL had asked 
for comments relating to the ACP “Statement of Needs” from EANAB. 
EANAB, in conjunction with external consultant To70, has been carrying out an analysis of historical 
flight data, and the final report is about to be released. 
The lengthy process of producing a memo of understanding between EAL and EANAB is in its final 
stages and should be signed off soon. 
Work is ongoing on setting up portable noise monitors at different locations, EANAB has been 
assisting EAL in finding volunteers to have them sited on their property. The most recent noise maps 
were based on theoretical programmes, and have never been validated with results on the ground.
The Chair of EANAB is preparing an annual report which will go on the website this month. 
EANAB will submit a comment on the Newbridge development (see 9.4) on the basis that the 
proposal includes a noise assessment based on 2016 noise maps, which are known to be wrong 
and were based on a survey lasting 27 minutes and involving 7 aircraft, including 3 turbo props. 
Since the noise monitoring is not representative of reality then the proposed sound insulation for the 
residential properties may be compromised unless further detailed noise monitoring is carried out.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets – 40
New followers – 4
CC updates via the Google group – 1
Facebook: various posts, mostly re polls to gather statistics on Gogarstone junction use and 
responding to concerns from residents. It is now intended to ask Google Group members for data on 
their use of Gogarstone junction.

16 AOCB
Parking at Wilkie View – Dr Andy Edwards had confirmed that now the roads at the Moorings have 
been adopted by the Council only half of the parking spaces are reserved for residents, but a sign 
had been erected saying all are resident only. His staff will write to Link Housing and instruct them to 
take down this notice. Noted that there is a minibus permanently parked in the disabled space. Once 
Link have been advised that this is public parking, people can complain. The non-resident spaces 
are available for all to use.  
The building work that is taking place at the old gas works is one house, with planning permission. 
New street lighting will be installed in July. Some columns will be replaced but most of the existing 
ones will be upgraded with LED lights and a self-monitoring and reporting system.

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 17 June Monday 21 October
Monday 15 July Monday 18 November
Monday 19 August Monday 16 December
Monday 16 September – venue TBA
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