
Approved minutes July 2019 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 15th July 2019 at 7.15pm in Ratho Library, Ratho 

Present: G Low (Vice Chair & Chair of meeting), K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, A Fraser, P Taylor
In attendance: Cllr N Gardiner, PC O Ford (Pentland), PC J Kelly, PC D MacLeod (Almond)
Apologies: J Wightman, S Bisset, K Shaw, L Booden, D Hunter, J Couper, Cllrs G Bruce, S Webber, 

R Henderson, G Hutchison
Action

0 Venue
Grateful thanks to staff at Ratho Library for allowing our meeting to take place there when the 
Community Centre was found to be closed. As the library closed at 8.00pm, the meeting was 
necessarily shorter than usual.

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 17th June 2019 were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: K Watt

3 Matters arising from last meeting
3.1 (3.1) Encourage Ratho Station & Newbridge residents to join the Google group – ongoing SB
3.2 (3.3) Issues re parking in Ratho – to be reviewed in due course
3.3 (3.4) Community action plan – no update
3.4 (3.6) Dog fouling – no update
3.5 (3.7) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – no update
3.6 (3.8) Wilkieston planning matters – ongoing
3.7 (3.9) Road markings west from airport slip road, Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts – no update
3.8 (3.10) Meetings with young people – no update
3.9 (3.11) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – no update
3.10 (3.12) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – no update
3.11 (3.13) Landscape Habitat Management Plans – no update
3.12 (3.14) Disabled access to shops etc – no update
3.13 (3.15) Speeding in village, esp courier vans – see item 4
3.14 (3.16) Development of secondary airport access road – no update
3.15 (3.18) 30mph sign not working – no update
3.16 (3.20) Post-approval planning submissions –  no update
3.17 (3.22) Public operating speedwatch activities – no update POLICE
3.18 (3.23) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – no update
3.19 (3.25) Speed limit Gogar Bank – no update
3.20 (3.27) LDP: identifying areas for possible development – no update
3.21 (3.29) Speeding on B7030 – no update
3.22 (3.30) Wall at Piggery Bends – no update
3.23 (16) Footpath clearing (on A71) – no update
3.24 (5) Dalmahoy junction lights/Section 75 funds – no update
3.25 (4) Report back on car thefts – see item 4
3.26 (4) Fly tipping/van reported to police – see item 4
3.27 (5.4) Waste bins at Moorings – no update
3.28 (9.2) Wave Garden legal agreement – see item 9.3
3.29 (11) Balerno High School – no update
4 Police report

PC Ford reported the following:
Pentland
Assault: 20 July, minor assault North Street, both parties known to each other, insufficient

evidence to charge.
Theft: 28 June, theft, Ratho Climbing Centre – driver's door forced open, charger taken & 

other items moved in vehicle. No suspects seen, enquiries ongoing.
Road safety: 21 June, fail to stop at RTC and fail to report RTC, following minor collision on
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A71 near Dalmahoy Road. Traced by Traffic Unit, cautioned and charged.
22 June, dangerous driving and drink/drug driving, following collision on A71 near
Addiston Farm Road. Driver arrested for these offences by Traffic Unit.
Local Community Officers have received speeding complaint regarding Wilkieston 
Road as drivers enter from west side of Ratho. Speed checks will be conducted
there when possible, alternating with continued checks on Freelands Road.

ASB/other: 30 June, fire-raising at West Bonnington Farm house, digger locks damaged and
shed set on fire. No suspects seen and enquiries ongoing.
6 July, wildlife crime, disturbance of wild bird at Almond Aquaduct, Clifton Road. Two
suspects had attempted to take sparrowhawk chicks from their nest.

Updates from previous meeting/s:
Assault on Ratho Canal by youths on motorbikes. All witnesses and complainer
spoken with and statements taken. No suspects known, no CCTV. Enquiries
complete. There has been increased police presence, on cycles, on the towpath.
PC Gillies is still making enquiries into thefts from vehicles in Ratho from May. He 
has identified suspects for this via CCTV provided by residents. Suspects will 
hopefully be arrested and charged in due course.
Information that there is some fly tipping going on in Ratho. No reports of this nature
have been made to police recently. Any information on when or where this is
occurring would be appreciated. It was possible that the number plate apparently
provided by a member of the public was passed directly to the Council.

PC Kelly reported the following, for the period between previous meeting and 15 July:  
Almond
Theft: 23 June, theft/shoplifting at Scotmid, Ratho Station

10 July, attempted theft of spare wheel from caravan at Ratho Park
12 July, theft of diesel from HGV at Chariot Drive, Newbridge

Road safety: 23 June, traffic officers charged a driver for driving a 3.5t vehicle, which was over
the prescribed max weight at Newbridge industrial estate. Further charges of no 
licence or insurance. Owner of the vehicle also charged with causing & permitting.

ASB/other: 4 July, report of two youths throwing an egg at a passing vehicle.
Undated, two fake £50 notes passed in the area, Bank of Ireland notes.
23 June, hire van windscreen cracked at Station Road.

Police were asked who residents at Middle Norton should contact to request speed checks on the 
A8. PC Kelly undertook to check and report back, but it is likely that it will be the Traffic Unit rather 
than themselves because it is dual carriageway.
The proposal to alter the lane arrangements at Newbridge Roundabout has been delayed until the 
NW locality have considered these. There was a suggestion, having twice recently witnessed an 
ambulance trying to get through the usual congestion, that there should perhaps be an “emergency 
vehicle only” lane to get out of Newbridge industrial estate and on to the roundabout. Police present, 
who had experience of emergency vehicle driving, did not think that was necessary.
Speeding through the village is an ongoing concern and it is appreciated that police are planning to 
continue with speed checks.

POLICE

PC Kelly
POLICE

POLICE

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Gardiner attended a meeting at Ratho Community Centre regarding a proposal for new 

classrooms at the school. There was concern that community centre space would be used for that 
purpose. Cllr Gardiner's view was that, because the high school for Ratho children is in Balerno but 
there is very poor public transport and no direct link between the two, there is a very good case for 
provision of a good community centre in Ratho to service the needs of the community. New 
classrooms are needed, but not at the expense of the community centre. There will be a follow-up 
meeting. 
The community centre is generally not accessible during school holidays, daytimes or evenings. This 
was discussed at the last Neighbourhood Partnership meeting, noting the scale of educational 
assets that are locked up or unavailable when schools are closed. 
Cllr Gardiner had put forward to Stuart Lowrie, Public Transport Manager, the suggestion discussed 
at the previous RADCC meeting that buses could go to Ratho via Gogarstone Road, then Ratho 
Station, and link with the Park & Ride. He had been thanked for the suggestion. A Fraser to email 
details of her husband's suggestion re buses to Cllr Gardner. 

NG

AF
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5.2 A8/Gogarstone Road issues

K Watt continues to receive complaints from residents about the danger of the redesigned junction at 
Gogarstone Road/A8. Most of those present had experienced highly dangerous situations and near 
misses, particularly turning in to Gogarstone Road. It was confirmed that Active Travel will put up 
video cameras at the junction, once schools are back in August, to record traffic flow and driver 
behaviour.
G Low confirmed that an email was sent on behalf of RADCC to Cllr McInnes, expressing 
disappointment at not having been consulted and having had emails ignored, and asking for a 
meeting to discuss how communications might be improved. A response had been received on the 
councillor's behalf suggesting meeting after the cameras had been activated to review their content. 
This was not acceptable.

6 Chair's report
There was no report.

7 Treasurer's report
An invoice is awaited from Indra Design for web maintenance, K Watt to chase up. 
There has been £1,631 in the account for Ratho Youth Project since March 2017, with no activity, 
and a further £1,000 was acquired for similar at Ratho Station. It was questioned how long these 
funds could be permitted to lie idle. J Wightman is aware that the funds are unspent to date and she 
will follow up. Concern was expressed that such large sums may be lying in other CC accounts.

KW

JW
8 Secretary's report 

As mentioned above, there are continuing reports of near misses at Gogarstone Road/A8. 
Street lights are supposedly finished in this ward, but LEDs have not yet been installed throughout 
the village. She had asked for feedback from all areas and will inform Cllr Gardiner. KW

9 Planning
9.1 City Plan

The Planning Committee meets on 7th August to finalise the timetable for the new local plan - 
“Cityplan 2030” - and dates will be circulated whenever they are known. 

9.2 Meeting with Rick Finc
RADCC has been invited to meet with Planning Consultant Rick Finc, to share views on the 
possibility of a housing development on Tarmac LaFarge land, west of Baird Road, between the 
church and the cement works. Date to be agreed.

9.3 Wave Garden
The Wave Garden legal agreement has been signed and planning permission has now been 
formally granted.
It was noted that there are extensive pre-conditions to be fulfilled, and that detailed planning 
permission will be required for all buildings. There are also what appear to be some anomalies in the 
conditions, and many details that are not clear. It was suggested that a meeting in the near future 
would be helpful in order to discover what the developer understands from the documents, and the 
effect on their timescales.

JW

9.4 Wilkieston planning matters
West Lothian Council has stated that they are minded to approve the application for a residential 
development at Wilkieston, which has implications for our traffic with the north-west bypass. 
The application for a development for retired travellers at Humbie has now been withdrawn.
Bonnington North Lodge – building works are taking place apparently without planning permission; if 
that is the case an enforcement order will be submitted. RG

10 Transport
There had been two attempts for a TTRO on Main Street, aborted in both cases because they could 
not get all cars moved. K Watt had requested more notice be given, and had also supplied the 
bowling club's home fixture list, as those dates attract additional parking. 

11 Education – high school catchment areas
No update.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
No update.

13 EACC
No update.
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14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

They would like to receive comments on recent experiences of service within the airport for people 
with reduced mobility. These can be passed on via K Watt. 

KW

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
At its July meeting EANAB received a report of a successful briefing with National Air Traffic 
Services (NATS) at Prestwick, about how NATS interfaces with local airport control and nationwide 
air traffic.
The government invited comments on a Green Paper on Aviation Strategy to 2050, EANAB's 
response was sent on 20th June and will be on the website in due course. Their response highlighted 
potential bias towards SE England and encouraged recognition of the impact on the North and West 
UK of decisions suited to the SE. Regional control areas should also be aware of wider national 
issues in considering local changes.
Edinburgh Airport (EAL) has completed the first stage of the new Airspace Change Programme, 
allowing the progression to preparing a baseline of existing routes and noise impact. EAL are aware 
of the serious issues raised by EANAB re noise mapping and the need for new, properly validated, 
noise maps. EANAB and EAL are committed to working together to gain this information.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets: 30
New followers: 4
CC updates via the Google group: 3
Facebook: mostly re TTROs for Main Street and Dalmahoy Road
Website: 57 visits to the website in June

16 AOCB
P Taylor had spoken with the Canal Board regarding the additional bin, and it was agreed the two 
should be placed either side of the picnic area. 
Hallcroft residents are seriously concerned about dust pollution from Bonnington quarry, and 
A Fraser is in ongoing discussion with SEPA concerning this. For further discussion at next meeting. 

AF/
JW

17 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 19 August Monday 18 November
Monday 16 September – venue TBA Monday 16 December
Monday 21 October
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