
Approved minutes August 2019 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 19th August 2019 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman, K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, A Fraser, S Bisset, P Taylor, H Barrie (RSV), 
J Couper, D Hunter

In attendance: PC D MacLeod, Cllrs R Henderson, N Gardiner, G Bruce, G Hutchison, C Jardine MSP, 
B Reid, A Reid, L Smith (Community Centre Management Committee), Robbie Crockett 
(CEC)

Apologies: G Low, K Shaw, Cllrs L Young, S Webber
Action

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 15th July 2019 were approved.
Proposed: A Fraser Seconded: P Taylor

3 Police report
PC MacLeod, based at South Queensferry, attended the meeting with reports for both areas.
Pentland (report prepared by PC O Ford)
Road safety: 20 July, fail to stop road traffic collision, Main Street, bus clipped at bus stop. No

CCTV, enquiries ongoing. 
29 July, fail to stop road traffic collision, Hillview Cottages, wing mirror knocked off 
parked car, no open lines of enquiry.

Theft: 31 July, Hillview Cottages, CCTV cameras stolen from property by known family
member. Enquiries ongoing to trace suspect and deal accordingly.

ASB/other: Further to wildlife crime on 6 July, no suspects identified, but no further reports of
anything similar in SW area. Local CPT Patrols conducted around the area.
10 July, fire-raising at Cement Works, Baird Road, no suspects, enquiries ongoing.
17 July, drugs supply, North Street, Drugs Warrant executed, 1 person charged with
possession and intent to supply as well as possession of CS spray.

Almond
Housebreaking: 9 August, housebreaking with intent to steal at Scotmid, Ratho Station, nothing

stolen.
Road safety: 21 July, driver failed roadside breath test, charged accordingly.
Theft: 30 July, theft of tools, Newbridge Industrial Estate
ASB/other: 14 August, report of egg thrown at passing vehicle. 
In response to a query at the previous meeting, PC MacLeod confirmed that Road Traffic Officers 
were responsible for carrying out speed checks on the A8/Glasgow Road. They have been informed 
about Middle Norton residents' concerns and will carry out speed checks in the area.
Concern has been expressed on Facebook about speeding on Freelands Road, Freelands Way, and 
also within the Cala Craigpark estate. PC MacLeod will follow this up.
Scottish Canals accept people fishing without a licence in the canal, but fishing is not permitted in 
the canal basin. When a resident pointed out to them that it was not allowed, they received abuse 
and threats. It is understood that signs to ban fishing in the basin should be in place soon.

POLICE

4 Matters arising from last meeting
(16) Dust pollution from Bonnington Quarry – SEPA have  informed A Fraser that they have visited 
the quarry, where they were told that the dust control system was under maintenance and not being 
used, which they accepted. At that point no digging was taking place and everything else was in 
order. They could not say whether or not the dust was coming from the quarry, and asked Mrs 
Fraser to identify the nature of dust and where it is coming from. They acknowledged that, when in 
the village, there seemed to be a lot of dust, but clearly feel it is not their problem and suggest it is 
for the Council to investigate. Mrs Fraser has approached the PPG to see if they can establish 
whether the level of asthma/breathing difficulties has increased in the past 12 months. The problem 
is very bad in the Hallcroft area, but it is not clear how much/which parts of the village are affected. 

5 Education – Primary and Nursery Provision at Ratho Primary School
Robbie Crockett, CEC's Learning Estate Planning Manager, explained that his job is to ensure that 
there are places for all pupils in the education system in Edinburgh. Ratho has expanded due to 
housing developments, and the new classroom block at the primary school was the first step in 
providing additional spaces. As the village has continued to grow, demand for places has increased. 
The nursery has also expanded, and there will be difficulties in meeting the Scottish government's 
extended free hours for nursery places. 
In terms of the nursery, various spaces within the school site were considered, but it is a very 
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awkward space and not easy to construct anything further on; options for building as the site stands 
are limited. CEC had begun a conversation with Library Services about a new library building, and 
proposed that, as part of expansion of Early Years provision, the library and nursery are rebuilt as a 
single new building. Library HQ staff and Early Years are supportive of the idea, as they see a 
synergy between their activities. It is noted that the library space will be significantly smaller.
He has also been looking at how the primary school can expand; it was felt that the “obvious” 
strategy was to use Community Centre space, and a conversation around this started a few years 
ago when the previous extension of 4 classrooms was built. As part of the library/nursery rebuild, a 
single room with moveable partitions for community use would be included, and the After School 
Club could use school premises. He had met briefly with the RADCC Chair, Secretary and the 
Community Centre management committee, also with elected members, the After School Club and 
School management team. There have been a number of comments back from these meetings, 
including suggestions of building upwards, as well as building on other parts of the site. There was 
also discussion about charging structures, as the cost of school lets would be greater than through 
the current Community Centre structure. The intention is to hold a public information event in 
mid/end September, when all possible proposals will be out in the public domain. There would also 
be further meetings with stakeholders. 
J Wightman stated that, while no-one would object to the expansion of the school or nursery, if the 
plan outlined was followed, valuable and much-needed community facilities would be lost. The 
additional money for nursery care from the Scottish government was welcomed, but should not 
come at the cost of the Community Centre, a major asset in the village. 
Mr Crockett said that the space for community use within the proposed new Nursery/Library building 
could be accessible separately, with storage space and a kitchen. It was pointed out that currently, 
more often than not, multiple spaces within the Community Centre are in use by a single 
organisation (eg After School Club) at the same time. It would not be feasible to operate a single 
space divided by partitions.
Ms B Reid said that one major problem is that some groups take place from 2.00pm, but classrooms 
are not permitted to be used for other purposes until after 6.00pm. If afternoon sessions were lost, 
they would try to move activities into evenings, which are already at a premium. The plan of the 
whole building did not equate to the actual storage currently used, as material and equipment are 
held for a number of different groups that use the facility. She felt strongly that if the building is lost, 
the whole ethos of the Community Centre established over the years would be lost. Others present 
strongly supported her view; as the village expands, one thing that maintains a sense of community 
in the village is the Community Centre.
Mr Crockett took these views on board but pointed out that it would be wrong for CEC not to look at 
options within its existing assets. Only options that are feasible and make sense can be considered. 
Some options will be ruled out because of cost. It is a small, tight, difficult site, and there will be 
difficulties no matter what the option. If, for example, building upwards was an option, there would be 
a need to decant pupils out of the school while building took place.
Cllr Gardiner pointed out that the high school for Ratho is at Balerno, with which there is no direct 
bus service, and not everyone has cars. A lot of after-school events there are ruled out for children in 
Ratho, which is very isolated in the evenings and needs to be judged differently from Saughton or 
Sighthill. He also felt strongly that one room would be totally inadequate.
J Wightman concluded that there seemed to be two separate projects: one for the Nursery/Library, 
and one for the school. If they can be separated out, she did not think anyone would object to the 
Nursery/Library being built.
Many of those present felt that a second four-room building, like the most recent one, would be 
ideal, the only downside being that the children would lose a little bit of outdoor space. The current 
Nursery space could then come into the Community Centre. 
Mr Crockett confirmed that there are currently 11 classrooms and 14 are needed, and that the 
Nursery currently has 30 places which would increase to 64. Schools have an entitlement to flexible, 
“general purpose” space in addition to classrooms, and in that respect Ratho Primary is already 
short – indeed Community Centre spaces are often used by the school. 
Mr Crockett planned to meet with parents, who had not yet been formally consulted. He would take 
back all the issues that had been raised. Any proposals presented in September would include 
plans. J Wightman is keeping Scouts informed, K Watt suggested she would speak to Guides.
It was pointed out that anomalies have arisen re pricing; all Community Centre lets now have to go 
through School lets, so that uniformed groups have to pay, when previously they did not. D Hunter 
pointed out that the church hall is free for uniformed groups, but apparently it is hard to get bookings.

KW
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6 Chair's report

All items covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
The £691.86 annual grant from CEC has been received. This is the same as the previous year. 
Invoice for £60.00 + VAT, ie £72,00, received from Indra for website hosting. 
A note had been made on the file that there is a total of £2,631 for other projects sitting in our 
account.

8 Secretary's report 
2 items later under transport, see item 11.
Lighting columns in some streets at the Moorings had not been noted on the Council's web map and 
faults could therefore not be reported online – reported to Clarence.

9 Elected members' reports
9.1 Christine Jardine MSP reported that Brexit continued to dominate Parliament, and she continues to 

be part of the argument for remaining in the EU. 
With regard to local issues, she attended a meeting at Edinburgh Airport re noise. Rather than put a 
cap on the number of night flights, they have made them more expensive, but she understood that 
there will be more moves from CEC to reduce the number of night flights. The new ACP (Airspace 
Change Proposals) had completed the first stage and was now at the second stage (1b). 
She was concerned about the very poor state of roads in the area, and is still pushing for an 
improvement in the bus service. A Fraser had handed over a suggestion for an improved route.
She had received few approaches about the Wave Garden. The Chair confirmed that regular 
meetings are now held with the directors to try to work with them.
Flooding at the dumbbells roundabout, and elsewhere, appeared to have happened because drains 
have not been cleaned out for years.
She will liaise with A Fraser regarding the dust pollution in the village (see item 4).
There was a question as to why hatching had been put in at Gogarstone Road but not at Gogar 
Station Road; the reason was that areas that already had a 40 mph limit were not changed. 

9.2 Cllr Gardiner was strongly engaged in the issues regarding the Community Centre previously 
discussed. He had been asked again about the planning conditions relating to Craigpark 
quarry/public park, and would forward his response.
Regarding flooding issues, he had looked at the problems at Ratho Park Road. K Watt confirmed 
Scottish Water had attended and found that a blocked pipe from a combined drain was causing 
sewage to gush from the drain cover down Ratho Park Road, where it was unable to flow from the 
gullies, and a CCTV survey is being analysed. Lines from the gullies need to be jetted to get rid of 
the road debris including leaves. Clarence was advised. The gullies team attended to jet on the 
Saturday but could not find the correct drain to jet. It seems that routine maintenance – road 
sweeping and gully cleaning – has not been carried out for some time. 
The timeline for the City Plan was published that day.  The plan will be published in September and 
consultation will take place December-February.
Cllr Gardiner confirmed that the planning application for a new farmhouse for Bonnington Farm was 
acceptable to the committee because it was farming-related. 

NG

9.3 Cllr Bruce was also concerned about the Nursery/School/Community Centre proposals.
He hoped to have an update about Dalmahoy junction traffic lights in the next few days. 
Following circulation of a leaflet recently, he had received very little feedback on buses and his 
impression was that the majority seemed happy with the current service. K Watt reiterated that the 
survey carried out by RADCC showed that what the majority of people wanted was a direct link with 
the centre of Edinburgh particularly in the evenings.

GB

9.4 Cllr Henderson and Cllr Hutchison had no specific issues to raise.

10 Planning
10.1 EICC/Wave Garden bridge

There will be two public exhibitions regarding the proposed design for the bridge over the canal 
between the Wave Garden and EICC: on Saturday 31 August at EICC, and on Monday 2 
September, 6.30-8.30pm, at the Community Centre.
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11 Transport/Roads

There have been a number of complaints on social media that it was taking over an hour to exit from 
Ingliston Park & Ride after work, even without the recent flooding. It was suggested that the traffic 
light phasing travelling westward may be out. It was again mentioned that additional parking spaces 
are badly needed at Ingliston Park & Ride; the situation has become worse in the last two years. 
There was nothing further to report on the A8/Gogarstone Road junction; it was not yet known when 
cameras will be put up. 

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
Representatives of Community Councils are to be proposed to sit on Locality Community Planning 
Partnerships, which are concerned with strategic planning, focussing on poverty and inclusion. One 
representative is needed for Pentland and one for Almond. Nominees are: 
Pentland – Joanna Carrie or Tony Allen
Almond – Barbara Stark, Percy Feketey or Paul Vaughan. 
It was agreed that as there was only one representative for each area it should be someone who 
would represent the whole area and Tony Allen and Paul Vaughan were nominated.
There will be Community Council elections in September. New members and members from 
nominated groups would be welcomed.

13 Airport reports
13.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Meeting held 19 August 2019. The next stage of Airspace Change Proposals will be starting soon, 
as already reported. An external consultant has been contracted to collect views from the various 
interested groups. Following feedback and audit by CAA, these will be formulated as proposals 
which will be the subject of drop-in sessions for communities to give feedback and opinion.

13.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
Meeting held 7th August, and an EGM has been arranged for 21 August (K Watt to attend if 
necessary), to receive a briefing from Edinburgh Airport about moving to the next stage of ACP. In 
advance of the meeting, EANAB sent six pages of questions to the Airport, and it is hoped answers 
will be provided on Wednesday. 

14 AOCB
PPG has advised that for the last few months, the pharmacy has been operating with locums, but a 
permanent prescribing pharmacist has now been appointed. This will be publicised via the PPG.
A system is being set up to enable patients who have registered on the surgery's website to be able 
in future to receive text reminders of appointments. The surgery now has a “Link Worker” half a day 
per week, to whom GPs may refer patients 75+ who are struggling and may need help or support. 

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets: 30
New followers: 2
CC updates via the Google group: 3 
Website: 81 users of the website, for 131 sessions

16 Dates of future meetings
(all start at 7.15pm, and all held at Ratho Community Centre, unless otherwise stated)
Monday 16 September – Ratho Church Hall Monday 18 November
Monday 21 October Monday 16 December
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