
Approved minutes November 2019 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 18 November 2019 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, P Taylor, S Bisset, A Fraser, 
D Hunter

In attendance: Cllrs N Gardiner, G Bruce
Apologies: J Couper, Police, Cllrs S Webber, R Henderson

Action
Introduction
As this is a pre-election period, the Chair reminded members that RADCC is non-political and no 
political discussion will be permitted.

1 Apologies
As above.

2 Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of meeting of 21st October 2019 were approved, subject to corrections to item 7 numbering 
and addition of one member's name as being present.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: S Bisset

3 Matters arising from last meeting not dealt with elsewhere
3.1 (7.2) Issues re parking in Ratho – to be reviewed in due course
3.2 (7.3) Community action plan – no update
3.3 (7.4) Dog fouling – no update
3.4 (7.5) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – no update
3.5 (7.6) Wilkieston planning matters – see item 16
3.6 (7.7 & 13.7) Road markings Newbridge & Gogar roundabouts – Proposed changes to Newbridge 

roundabout have been shelved by the NW Roads team. Delete from future minutes.
3.7 (7.8) Meetings with young people – A Fraser has had discussions with a local boy who has indicated 

that youth in the village would like to have a track similar to one in Balerno where they can use bikes 
and skateboards. Woodland or park area would be suitable, where ramps, jumps etc could be 
created. To be investigated further: identify the site in Balerno and find out what it cost; ask Parks 
officers if the park could be used this way; ask the young people to produce a plan and find out more 
about what materials would be required. 

AF/KW

3.8 (7.9) Damage to verges/obstruction opposite McDonalds – The NW Roads team have no funds for 
repair and state that in any case any in-fill would continue to be damaged by lorries parking. Delete 
from future minutes.

3.9 (7.10) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – no update
3.10 (7.12) Disabled access to shops etc – no update
3.11 (7.13 & 7.27) Speeding in village – see Police report, item 4
3.12 (7.15) 30mph sign not working – There is now a temporary sign in place for the 20mph zone. 
3.13 (7.17) Public operating speedwatch activities – no update POLICE
3.14 (7.18) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – no update
3.15 (7.19) Speed limit Gogar Bank – no update
3.16 (7.20) LDP: identifying areas for possible development – no update
3.17 (7.21) Speeding on B7030 – no update
3.18 (7.22) Wall at Piggery Bends – no update
3.19 (7.23) Footpath clearing (on A71) – Active Travel to contact SW Roads about weed clearing. Delete 

from future minutes.
3.20 (7.25) Wave Garden legal agreement – no update
3.21 (7.26) Balerno High School – no update
3.22 (7.28) Dust pollution from Bonnington Quarry – no update
3.23 (7.29) Planning conditions re Craigpark quarry/country park – no update
3.24 (7.31) Traffic issues at Ingliston – no update
3.25 (8) Car crash on 16 October – no update POLICE
3.26 (11) Christmas lights – The Gala Committee agreed to assume responsibility for Christmas lights. 

Subsequently, CEC's Public Safety & Festive Lighting agreed to supply a growing tree for 2020 but 
offered a large cut tree for this year only. All supplied trees are to be dressed by the Council. There 
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will be a Switch On ceremony on Friday 6 December. Agreed that it would be prudent for RADCC to 
retain funds collected for Christmas lights for now.

4 Police report
No police representatives were able to attend the meeting, but the following was reported by email.
At the time of reporting there were no recorded crimes for the period 21 Oct - 18 Nov for the 
Pentland Hills in our area, but officers became aware of the theft of 3 motor cycles last week. One 
has been recovered and they have positive lines of enquiry to follow for the others.
They are fully aware of the traffic issues through Ratho and have been in constant liaison with the 
Council regarding signage, which was changed to indicate that Ratho was unsuitable as a diversion. 
They are aware that the problem still persists during peak hours. There was a substantial message 
on Forth 1 stating that Ratho was unsuitable, and the roadworks at the bridge deterred a number of 
motorists from using the village at the beginning of the week.
PC Ford and traffic officers carried out speed checks in Ratho at the end of last week. Police 
Scotland Roads Team tweeted that Ratho was on their road patrols matrix in response to a resident 
who highlighted speeding on Wilkieston Road.
The Almond CPT report logged one incident of a male charged with careless driving after colliding 
with a cyclist at Harvest Road, causing injury.

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Webber had no update on Balerno HS, but had met Peter Watton who is going to get back to 

her. Nothing substantial has been planned.
With regard to the A8/Gogarstone Road junction, she had met again with Bryan Mackie and asked 
him to look at the deceleration “taper” and come back to her. She also stressed that if the changes 
are to remain, then 6-9 months for signage improvements is not acceptable.

5.2 Cllr Gardiner 
As Convenor of the Planning Committee, Cllr Gardiner cannot express an opinion. In the event of a 
tied vote at committee, he has a casting vote and it was convention that he should try to “uphold 
policy”. Committee members are conscious of the cost in time/money if applications go to appeal. 
RADCC had not been officially notified that City Plan has been postponed. It was to start in 
December, but because of the General Election, all parties and officers agreed to postpone it to 27 
January. The end date will remain the same, so the process will be compressed to fit. 
There has been nothing further regarding Ratho Primary extension. Cllr Gardiner has made clear 
that he supports Option 7, but has heard nothing back. There has been a rumour that a review of 
school numbers has indicated there may be fewer children in 2024 than expected, so an extension 
would not be required – Cllr Gardiner to follow this up.
With regard to the proposed relief road for the airport, it was likely to mean more traffic along the M8 
and bypass, therefore missing out the A8. The plan is to make the A8 look more like the 40mph road 
it now is. It was questioned whether any analysis has been done regarding where traffic arriving at 
the airport is coming from; if mostly from the north and west, an extra road at the eastern end may 
not be the right answer. One member thought it possible that the road may be an opportunity to tie in 
with the Crosswind development. Members were reminded that it is the Airport's proposal, and any 
queries or doubts should be raised at one of the exhibitions (see 9.3). 
There is a public consultation event for a proposed residential development by Cala beside Ravelrig 
Road, Balerno, adjacent to RADCC's area. This may be a pre-emptive move for the City Plan. On 
the current LDP, with one minor exception, proposals on green belt have been turned down

NG

5.3 Cllr Bruce 
There has been no progress re Dalmahoy junction. The Council's estate services have found that 
some areas of land been leased out by the landowners. Cllr Bruce is pressing for a further update. 
He had heard nothing further about the Gogarstone Road junction since our meeting with Active 
Travel. He understood that a “bellmouth” junction was suggested, which would reduce the lined area 
and slightly increase the space available for vehicles to turn. He will request an update for himself 
and RADCC. It was suggested that the main focus of the exercise, which was concern for sightlines 
used by cyclists crossing the road at that junction, is compromised for cyclists travelling westward, 
due to a stone wall. If the geometry of the junction is analysed, the difference between a cyclist 
seeing a vehicle in the nearest or furthest lane is only fractions of a second. What has been done 
has thus provided very little increased security for cyclists, but a major increased risk for drivers. 
This to be written up in plain English and submitted to Active Travel/CEC.

GB

GB

RG/JW
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6 Chair's report

Sadly, there was no Remembrance Day service at Ratho Station. The Community Council's wreath 
went to the school, and was laid with their own wreath on Monday 11 November. 
The Chair has been invited to the Lord Provost's Reception. 
She has given much thought to the role of Engagement Officer. It comprises 3 separate functions: 
firstly, generating, passing on and responding to email and social media communications; secondly, 
publicising public meetings when relevant; and thirdly, to have some ideas and thoughts about 
engaging with the rest of the community. Additionally, a detailed annual report has to be produced. 
There is currently no job description for the role. The Chair felt that the first part as described lay 
with the Secretary, and this was agreed. It was accepted that the CC is imbalanced and does not 
necessarily represent the majority of residents, and it was not easy to see how best to engage. Any 
meetings held to date have been around specific topics or events. However, there are a number of 
groups operating successfully in the area – eg Scouts, youth group, those organising fireworks, 
raising money for Christmas lights etc – and perhaps some means of liaising with them is the way 
forward. A Fraser will give the matter more thought and put some ideas on paper. AF

7 Treasurer's report
Nothing to report, other than again mentioning funds held in our account for a project that did not 
happen.

8 Secretary's report 
All activities and communications covered elsewhere.

9 Planning
9.1 City Plan 2030

As mentioned above, this has been delayed till January due to the General Election. There will then 
be 8 weeks, rather than 12, for consultation. 

9.2 11 houses at West Croft 
This is on the agenda to be considered by the Development Management Sub-Committee on 20 
November, with a report by the Planning Officer with a recommendation to approve the application. 
In our view the report contains a number of inaccuracies, and did not mention the very large number 
of public objections. Cllr Webber has asked that a presentation be given and a site visit made. We 
asked to make a representation but that is not possible at this meeting, and unless the committee 
asks for a hearing at a later date.

9.3 Edinburgh Airport, Eastern Access Road
Public exhibitions regarding this pre-application consultation will be held as follows:
- Airport Terminal Building, first floor: Tuesday 26 November, 7.00-9.00am and 12.00-2.00pm.
- Gyle Shopping Centre: Thursday 28 November, 9.30am-9.00pm. 
Comments should be made to the developer at this stage. A consultation website will go live w/c 18 
November at www.edinburgh-airport-eastern-access-road.co.uk

9.4 LED display sign at Airport
We objected to this on the basis of its size and the likelihood of distracting drivers, and the number 
of other signs in the vicinity. The application was refused, and an appeal lodged. The appeal was 
dismissed but has now been referred to the Scottish Government Reporter.

9.5 Additional houses at Castle Gogar
We have supported the local residents in objecting to this proposal. 

9.6 Bedroom extension at Bridge Inn
While RADCC supports the Bridge Inn's desire to extend its facilities, the design and choice of 
materials do not meet the requirements as set out by CEC for conservation areas, although the 
owners were encouraged by planning officers to submit a more modern design. 

9.7 Crosswind 
There is a PAN exhibition on 14 & 15 January 2020, at Gyle Shopping Centre 2.00-7.00pm. Another 
charrette will be held on 7 December to finalise what will be put into the planning application.

9.8 Wave Garden
Enabling works are under way and work should be starting in Spring 2020.

10 Transport/Roads
The report on Subsidised Bus Services will not be on the agenda for Transport & Environment 
Committee in December, but has been deferred until February 2020. 

11 Education/Schools
see item 5.2
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12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities

Almond Neighbourhood Network is meeting on 5 December 2019, 2.30-4.30pm.
Pentland Neighbourhood – no meeting date known.

13 EACC
EACC meeting and AGM is on 21 November 2019.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

The new constitution was approved to bring it into line with current legislation. There was a 
presentation by ICCAN (Independent Commission on Civil Aviation Noise), a government agency 
which follows a programme of activity based on the government's 2017 airspace policy consultation 
response through engagement with communities, the aviation industry and other bodies. It will 
publish its first recommendations for regulations in Summer 2020. The CE's report highlighted a 
drop in passenger figures at the end of last quarter, due to Ryanair cuts, but better figures than 
Scotland as a whole. There has been a reduction in the number of night flights after the introduction 
of charging and noise fining; the new baggage handling system due to be completed in 2021 is 
working well; and the Noise Action Plan has been adopted by the Scottish government.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
Dialogue continues between EANAB and EAL (Edinburgh Airport Ltd) in relation to the ACP. Two 
significant issues were highlighted, firstly that ACP provides an opportunity to explore the potential 
use of an offshore eastern N/S route to the south-east, but only if it is considered in conjunction with 
nationwide ACPs, and secondly that there is a perception that the position stated within the 
Statement of Need that the ACP needs to consider new flight paths in order to relieve congestion 
and allow more aircraft movements per hour is flawed, as it has been shown that in general terms 
EAL operates significantly below the defined runway capacity. Additionally the projected rise (nearly 
50%) in passenger numbers by 2030 does not appear to consider the implication of climate change 
restrictions on emissions.
Also raised was “bunkering”, recently highlighted in the press, where aircraft flying relatively short-
haul routes take on sufficient fuel for a return journey to save costs, but thereby increase the 
payload, decrease fuel use efficiency and cause additional noise, especially on take-off. While 
EANAB's remit is noise rather than environmental/air pollution issues, the two are often related.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets: 27
New followers: 3
CC updates via the Google group: 5, covering multiple items
Facebook: 19 posts and a considerable number of responses in relation to matters such as 
planning, weight limits and traffic, as mentioned elsewhere. 
Website: 63 users making 114 visits to the website in October.

16 AOCB
Having had no response from the Bridge Inn to her complaint about disabled access one year ago, 
A Fraser is in the process of drafting a letter to the Minister for Equality. 
It was confirmed there had been no feedback, or sign of a planning application, regarding the 
footbridge and access ramp at EICA. 
R Godfree to investigate where things stand re the Calderwood development and the NW bypass at 
Wilkieston. 

AF

RG

17 Dates of future meetings
Monday 16 December (7.15pm, at Ratho Community Centre) 
2020
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre (assuming it is still available), and start at 7.15pm.
20 January 18 May (venue TBA) 21 September (venue TBA)
17 February 15 June 19 October (venue TBA)
16 March 20 July 16 November
20 April (venue TBA) 17 August 21 December
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