
Approved minutes December 2019 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 16 December 2019 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, S Bisset, K Shaw, J Couper
In attendance: PC J Ellis, Cllrs R Henderson, N Gardiner, G Hutchison
Apologies: D Hunter, P Taylor, Cllrs S Webber, G Bruce

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 18th November 2019 were approved.
Proposed: G Low Seconded: S Bisset

3 Matters arising from last meeting not dealt with elsewhere
3.1 (3.1) Issues re parking in Ratho – to be reviewed in due course
3.2 (3.2) Community action plan – no update
3.3 (3.3) Dog fouling – no update
3.4 (3.4) Heavy lorries on canal bridge – no update
3.5 (3.7) Meetings with young people –  Unfortunately A Fraser, who was dealing with discussions with 

young people, has resigned from RADCC. J Wightman has requested contact details for those she 
was talking to and will follow up. 

JW

3.6 (3.9) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – no update
3.7 (3.10) Disabled access to shops etc – no update
3.8 (3.11) Speeding in village – There has been some activity in monitoring speeding (see also item 4). 

Following a CEC speed monitoring exercise traffic calming measures for Wilkieston Road may be 
considered in the New Year. 

3.9 (3.12) 30mph sign not working – The temporary sign has not been working for few weeks, Cala to be 
alerted again.

JW

3.10 (3.13) Public operating speedwatch activities – no update POLICE
3.11 (3.14) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – no update
3.12 (3.15) Speed limit Gogar Bank – no update
3.13 (3.16) LDP: identifying areas for possible development – no update
3.14 (3.18) Wall at Piggery Bends – no update
3.15 (3.20) Wave Garden legal agreement – no update
3.16 (3.22) Dust pollution from Bonnington Quarry – no update
3.17 (3.23) Planning conditions re Craigpark quarry/country park – no update
3.18 (3.24) Traffic issues at Ingliston – no update
3.19 (3.26) Christmas lights – The Gala Committee assumed responsibility for events around the 

Christmas tree lights switch-on, which was well attended and raised substantial amounts. Thanks 
were expressed to CEC for the tree, and for managing the technical side of the switch-on. CEC will 
continue to have responsibility for dressing future trees. Delete from future minutes.

3.20 (5.3) Dalmahoy junction traffic lights – no update
3.21 (6) Engagement Officer – for further consideration
3.22 (16) Bridge Inn disabled access – to be followed up with A Fraser. JW
3.23 (16) Calderwood development/Wilkieston bypass – It has been established that fewer than half the 

houses are occupied, and it will be at least five years before the bypass is in place.  Delete from 
future minutes

4 Police report 
PC Ellis (Corstorphine) attended in place of regular Community Officers, who were unavailable.
Almond (to 14 December)
9 crimes, 7 solved to date
Assault: 25 Nov, male arrested for causing disturbance at Hillwood Crescent. Same person

arrested again on 1 Dec for assaulting person known to him (minor injury) and
threatening to kill police.

Road safety: 26 Nov, male charged with careless driving for flipping car on A8, minor injury to 
driver, no other vehicles involved.
29 Nov, male charged with careless driving for collision at Chariot Drive, no injuries.
29 Nov, fail to stop minor accident at Newbridge roundabout,j no injury.

Hate crime: Male arrested & charged after racially motivated breach of peace at Hillwood Cres.
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Action
ASB/other: Male issued with Fixed Penalty for causing disturbance in house at Hillwood Rise.

Enquiries ongoing after unattended dog bit two people, both requiring hospital
treatment, at Glasgow Road and at Hillwood Crescent.

Pentland
Housebreaking: 15 Nov, Lidgate Shot, rear garage door forced open, motorbikes and mountain

bikes stolen, suspects made off in stolen van. Van traced, 3 occupants made off,
one traced, arrested and charged with Housebreaking, Theft of Motor Vehicle,
Possession of knife, Attempt to pervert course of justice and Fraudulent use of
registration mark.
9 Dec, North Platt Gardens, rear door lock snapped and entry gained, handbag and
contents stolen, handbag discarded nearby.
9 Dec, Lidgate Shot, window in front door smashed to allow entry, jewellery and
cash stolen.

From start of December to 4 January, Community Police are running an operation focussing on  
housebreakings/thefts etc – raising awareness of these crimes and how to prevent them, and there  
will also be patrols to deter and detect these crime types.
Road safety: 27 Nov, Main Street, fail to stop road traffic collision. Minor bump between two

moving vehicles in heavy traffic, no injury.
25 Nov, Wilkieston Road, careless driving, vehicle crashed into another due to
excess speed, left without exchanging details.

Several speed checks have been conducted in Ratho over the last month by Community Officers,  
joint patrols and speed checks also conducted with Roads Policing Team colleagues.
From start of December to 4 January, Community Police are running an operation focussing on road  
safety, including conducting speed checks and deployment of 'Pop Up Kirsty'.
Theft: 27 Nov, Wilkieston Road, forced entry to industrial vehicles and diesel siphoned off.
ASB/other: 29 Nov, Main Street, PCs obstructed while executing an Arrest Warrant, suspect

arrested and charged.
5 Dec, North Street, threatening/abusive behaviour, complainer shouted at by known
person who was blocking her drive when she wished to leave. Enquiries ongoing.

A recent road survey carried out on Wilkieston Road indicated that many vehicles are travelling at 
significantly more than 20mph, and further surveys and radar checks will be carried out. 
Housebreakings nowadays are almost always in search of high value car keys. It is important at this 
time of year to ensure that houses look occupied, by use of automatic lights, dummy alarm boxes if 
not real alarms, etc. Residents at Cala Quarry Park in particular might welcome a presentation on 
home security, this could be arranged via PC Kelly or PC Ford.
EACC discussed at its last meeting the suggestion that CEC funding of community police may be 
withdrawn, which caused much concern. Cllr Henderson clarified that CEC's funding of some 
community police activity was a “relic” from years before Police Scotland was created, and confirmed 
that it may be reduced or withdrawn. No other Council in Scotland contributes funding in this way. If 
RADCC feels strongly that community policing is important, they should make these views known in 
writing to Cllr Henderson and other councillors.
Police are currently running an online Public Consultation Survey, to identify future priorities for local 
policing. It runs till 31st December, access here https://consult.scotland.police.uk/surveys/your-
police/  All residents are encouraged to complete it.

5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Ricky Henderson was copied into the letter sent to Ratho Primary School parents by 

R Crockatt. It confirmed that the existing library will be replaced with a new building including a 
library, a larger nursery and a flexible community room; it is intended to submit a planning application 
for this new building towards the end of January 2020. Following feedback from the open event in 
October, they have put on hold proposals that would result in the Community Centre being 
refurbished for school use. They will present a report to the Education, Children & Families 
Committee in March recommending how rising school rolls should be addressed in future years, and 
this is likely to include two options – the original and option 7 as exhibited in October.
It is not clear what will happen to the library service during construction of the new building, and 
library staff have not been told. Cllr Gardiner to follow up if this has been clarified anywhere. NG

5.2 Cllr Neil Gardiner  
City Plan 2030 will go to Committee on 22 January, to be followed by 8 weeks consultation. There 
will be public meetings in various places. There may be a case for RADCC to have its own meeting, 
as it is in the west, where developers want to build, or perhaps a presentation to EACC. Cllr Gardiner 
will investigate and let us know. Key for this plan will be the aim to be carbon neutral by 2030. 

NG
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Action
There is going to be a consultation on Pentland Hills Regional Park, going live on 3rd January, he will 
send details in due course. It could potentially trigger Heritage Lottery funding for pathways.
The diversion caused by Cliftonhall Road closure is due to end by 22 December. (Post-meeting note:  
our Roads Engineer has had it confirmed by Network Rail that Cliftonhall Road will open on  
Thursday 19 December at lunchtime.) 

NG

5.3 Cllr Graham Hutchison  
Nothing major to report; updating of telecommunications mast at Queen Anne Drive, and the Post 
Office has confirmed that the Newbridge Post Office branch in Ratho Station will remain closed as no 
suitable business has offered to take on the service. Negotiations are ongoing for purchase of a plot 
of land from the Council, adjacent to J2 of the M8, between Claylands Road and M8,at J2 Industrial 
Estate to facilitate an access road for industrial development. Cllr Hutchison will forward details. 
(Post-meeting note: received)

5.4 Gordon Lindhurst MSP submitted a Question to ask the Scottish government “what measures it is 
taking to improve transport infrastructure through Ratho and the Lothian area in response to reports 
of an increase in accidents because of excessive traffic flow”. The written response was that roads 
through Ratho are local and therefore the responsibility of the City Council, including identification 
and delivery of any road safety interventions that may be required.

5.5 Cllr Susan Webber and Cllr Graham Bruce had nothing to report.
6 Chair's report

All matters covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
No activity to report.

8 Secretary's report 
Liaising with and advising numerous residents how to bring concerns to the Development 
Management Sub-Committee about the recent report to committee on the proposal for eleven 2- or 
3-storey houses at the end of West Croft. Attended the Sub-Committee's site visit as observer on 11 
December.
Considerable email correspondence and reporting with NW and SW Roads teams about the recently 
increased number of big potholes, deemed to be caused by the increased traffic, including heavy 
lorries. Some of the potholes have been marked for repair. Several residents have had damaged 
tyres and wheels and are seeking compensation.

9 Planning
9.1 City Plan 2030

See item 5.2.
9.2 11 houses at West Croft, and development site Newbridge

There have been site visits to West Croft and to the Continental site in Newbridge. A decision on the 
former is due this week, and Newbridge will be decided in March.

9.3 Bridge Inn extension
As previously noted, we objected to the proposed extension on the basis of the design and nature of 
materials proposed, which we suggested be reviewed, as the extension was not objected to in itself.

9.4 Crosswind
J Wightman attended the charette on 7 December. There will be a presentation on both this and the 
Airport Eastern Access Road for RADCC and Ratho Residents' Association, at a single event, on 
Tuesday 7 January, in Ratho Church Hall from 2.00pm onwards.
There will be a PAN for Crosswind on 14 & 15 January at Gyle Shopping Centre. Crosswind 
application should be submitted around March 2020, and Airport Eastern Road application probably 
in January, hoping that building will start towards the end of 2020 and be in use by mid-2021. 

9.5 LED display sign at Airport
As previously noted, this application was refused, then appealed, and a Reporter has now been 
appointed, who will be making a site visit.

9.6 Additional houses at Castle Gogar
As reported in previous minutes, we supported residents' objection to this proposal.

9.7 Wave Garden 
There has been no application yet for the buildings. J Wightman to follow up with A Hadden. JW

10 Transport/Roads
Buses – results of tenders will be presented to the Transport & Environment Committee in January, 
and whatever is agreed should be up and running by around April.

www.radcc.org and www.twitter.com/radcc 3

http://www.twitter.com/radcc
http://www.radcc.org/


Approved minutes December 2019 Ratho & District Community Council

Action
Gogarstone Road/A8 junction – Cllr Webber had said there was nothing to report, and we have 
heard nothing since being told they may look at minor amendments. It was agreed that the argument 
based on R Godfree's comments at the last meeting, which had been sent to councillors, should be 
send to CEC's Head of Transport, Ewan Kennedy, as responsibility ultimately lay with the Council 
and not with Active Travel. Councillors to be copied in.

GL/
RG

11 Education/Schools
Ratho Primary discussed already (see 5.1).
Cllr Webber had reported that Balerno High School will be refurbished starting 2028, to be finished in 
2032. J Wightman has been told there will be some improvements in the meantime.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
J Wightman had been unable to attend the Almond Neighbourhood Network, where there was a lot of 
dissatisfaction and lack of clarity about neighbourhoods/partnerships/networks etc. Chairs of CCs 
have organised a meeting for 23 December, which she will attend. 

13 EACC
Main topics at the last meeting were community policing, as already mentioned, and the plan for a 
carbon neutral Edinburgh by 2030.

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Nothing to report.

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
There has been an ongoing dispute between Edinburgh Airport (EAL) and EANAB concerning 
statements made in the Statement of Need in relation to capacity. The Airport maintain they need to 
increase use of the runway to avoid congestion and delays, but have been unable or unwilling to 
produce the information to back this up since EANAB requested it in August. EANAB believe that 
flights are too heavily scheduled. The concern relating to noise is that EAL appear to wish to allow 
departing aircraft to move off SID track within a couple of miles from take-off (rather than 7 miles as 
currently), over residential areas. At the meeting on 3rd December, EAL offered to have a meeting 
between their technical people and EANAB to clarify calculations, but had not proposed a date for 
this meeting. EANAB decided that if it had not had a satisfactory response by a deadline now 
passed, they would write to the CAA, copying councillors, MPs etc. It is likely the letter will go out by 
Tuesday 17th December.

15 Communications
Tweets and Retweets: 16 
New followers: 1
CC updates via the Google group: 5, covering multiple items.
Facebook: 21 posts, inc numerous messages advising residents where to complain about Council 
services. In that connection, the heading on our website home page has been updated with that link.
Website: 66 users making 84 visits to the website in November.

16 AOCB
K Shaw has been shortlisted for a Licensing Board vacancy, interviews will be held in January. 
A recent post on Facebook had asked who was responsible for icy leaves on the canal path; K Watt 
had responded that they should email Scottish Canals.

17 Dates of future meetings - 2020
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre (assuming it is still available), and start at 7.15pm.
20 January 18 May (venue TBA) 21 September (venue TBA)
17 February 15 June 19 October (venue TBA)
16 March 20 July 16 November
20 April (venue TBA) 17 August 21 December
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