
Approved minutes January 2020 Ratho & District Community Council

Minutes of the RADCC held on Monday 20 January 2020 at 7.15pm in Ratho Community Centre, Ratho 

Present: J Wightman (Chair), G Low, K Watt, R Godfree, E Gray, P Taylor, K Shaw, D Hunter, 
J Couper

In attendance: PC D Crow, Cllr G Hutchison
Apologies: S Bisset, Cllrs N Work, S Webber, G Bruce, N Gardiner

Action
1 Apologies

As above.
2 Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of meeting of 16th December 2019 were approved.
Proposed: R Godfree Seconded: G Low

3 Matters arising from last meeting not dealt with elsewhere
3.1 (3.1) Issues re parking in Ratho – to be reviewed in due course
3.2 (3.2) Community action plan – see item 16
3.3 (3.4) Heavy lorries on canal bridge –  no update
3.4 (3.5) Meetings with young people – J Wightman to contact A Fraser JW
3.5 (3.6) Publication of historic personal details on Planning Portal – no update
3.6 (3.7) Disabled access to shops etc – no update
3.7 (3.8) Speeding in village – see in item 4/16
3.8 (3.9) 30mph sign not working – Cala to be contacted again. The temporary sign has gone, Cala are 

supposed to be repairing the permanent sign.
JW

3.9 (3.11) Clarification of various points (Cllr Gardiner / assistant) – no update  
3.10 (3.12) Speed limit Gogar Bank – no update
3.11 (3.14) Wall at Piggery Bends – no update
3.12 (3.16) Dust pollution from Bonnington Quarry  – no update
3.13 (3.17) Planning conditions re Craigpark quarry/country park – no update
3.14 (3.20) Dalmahoy junction traffic lights – Cllr Bruce reported no progress since last meeting.
3.15 (3.21) Engagement Officer – on hold
3.16 (9.7) Wave Garden, application for buildings – Application being submitted in March, meeting with 

Andy Hadden arranged for 6th March.
3.17 (10) Gogarstone Road/A8 junction action – no update
4 Police report 

PC Crow attended the meeting and delivered reports for both areas. 
Almond (15 December – 17 January)
7 crimes, 2 solved to date.
Housebreaking: 5 Jan, garden shed broken into at Riverside, Newbridge, padlock forced and items

stolen.
Assault: 30 Dec, male issued with recorded warning following incident between neighbours at 

Hillwood Rise, Ratho Station.
Theft: 18 Dec, garage showroom forecourt, Loanhead Drive, car windscreen smashed and

stereo stolen from within.
6 Jan, theft of fuel from vehicle at Cliftonhall Road.
7 Jan, attempt to force open van at Glasgow Road, Ratho Station. No entry gained.
7 Jan, spare wheels stolen from parked Transit van at Queen Anne Drive, Newbridge

Pentland
Housebreaking:15 Dec, Old Quarry Road, rear door lock snapped allowing entry. Suspects identified

for several crimes and charged accordingly.
15 Dec, Kings View Crescent, in building with intent to steal, suspects identified from
CCTV and charged for several crimes.  
5 Jan, Kings View Crescent, attempt to force rear door open, lock damaged, 
enquiries ongoing.

A number of speed checks have been carried out in Ratho, some with Traffic Officers, and Pop Up 
Kirsty has been deployed. It would be helpful to know how many vehicles were stopped, and where, 
and if any tickets were issued.
Speeding remains a great concern. A group of residents have set up a Facebook group “Living 
Streets Ratho”, with about 200 members. Ultimately it is for CEC to decide whether or not any speed 
or other restrictions are appropriate (see item 16).

POLICE
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Action
5 Elected members' reports
5.1 Cllr Hutchison had received no further communications re A8/Gogarstone Road junction. No other 

major issues have been brought to his attention.
5.2 Cllr Webber had submitted a brief report. Like Cllr Hutchison, she had nothing more to report re 

Gogarstone Road junction. (As mentioned in the last minutes the Community Council had prepared a 
letter acknowledging the intentions of what had been done, but pointing out that the introduction of 
hatching had resulted in minimal improvement for pedestrians and cyclists but had seriously 
aggravated the situation for motorists. The difficulty was in identifying the appropriate person, at a 
high enough level, to whom it should be sent. Agreed to send to Paul Lawrence, Director of Place.) 
The Early Learning Years Centre is stalled and alternative options are awaited.
Buses – see item 10.
An officer visited Balerno High School on 13 January, Cllr Webber hoped to gather information on his 
findings at a meeting on 20 January.

RG/JW

5.3 Cllr Work had nothing to report.
5.4 Cllr Gardiner noted that the 11-house application beside West Croft was turned down.

Crosswind – see item 9.3.
Development Plan – see item 9.1

6 Chair's report
All matters covered elsewhere.

7 Treasurer's report
Cheque issued for £15.95 for refreshments at meeting with developers the previous week. 
Reminder re £2,631 in the account which was acquired for a youth project but has not been spent. 

8 Secretary's report 
Residents near the end of Hillwood Rise report there is a lighting column at the end of the path into 
the green space, which has not had a lamp on it for some time, and does not show on the map of 
streetlights. The light is necessary to give residents the confidence to park vehicles in the adjacent 
parking area. Cllr Hutchison to follow up.
A number of street lights have been reported as 'out' in Ratho and in Newbridge Industrial Estate. 
Considerable correspondence on social media about potholes and Council services.
Noted that potholes on Piggery Bends were 'repaired' the same night they were reported. Potholes in 
another area were dealt with that night, the treatment observed was tar being tipped from lorry into 
holes then lorry driven back and forth over it. The holes are again opening up.

GH

9 Planning
9.1 City Plan 2030

On 22 January, the Choices report for the new development plan will be considered. If accepted, 
public consultation will start on 31 January, for 8 weeks. Cllr Gardiner reports that “the administration 
favours a brownfield development option to absorb growth and provide the necessary houses, but 
other options need to be considered as part of the consultation”. The hope is to involve the public as 
much as possible, and 19 drop-in sessions are planning during that period to hear views and allow 
comment.
Within our area, the obvious brownfield site is the concrete works – an isolated site. There are 
concerns that granting permission to that site would open up the land south and east to further 
development. All meetings with developers over the last few years have stressed the need for more 
infrastructure, and in particular for improvements to all roads to and  through Ratho. There will be 
workshops in the consultation period and then we can decide if we need a public meeting. 

 

GL/JW 
9.2 Airport Eastern Access Road

A meeting was held with Lichfields planning consultants, acting for both this project and Crosswind. 
Transport surveys are being carried out prior to an early Planning Application submission.

9.3 Crosswind
This is a 70 acre brownfield site, north of Gogar roundabout, and the plan is to create a digital 
services park, with 2,400 apartment-style housing units, and hotels. It was understood that a 
planning application could be expected in the next 3 months but Cllr Gardiner informs us that the 
PAN goes to the DM sub-committee on Wednesday 22 January.

9.4 Taylor Wimpey, Ratho Station
A meeting was held with Taylor Wimpey and residents to consider the most recent proposal. While 
residents remain concerned about the site being accessible to traffic via Hillwood Rise and worry that 
it will create a rat run, in the end it was acknowledged that if they wanted the development to 
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Action
proceed, which they do, then they will have to accept that.

9.5 West Edinburgh Spatial Strategy for Inclusive Growth
A response to this has been provided on behalf of RADCC, basically making the point that a much 
improved bus service is needed.

9.6 New development, Balerno 
A PAN has been received for a huge new development proposed beside Ravelrig Road, Balerno, 
adjacent to our CC area, for a mixed-use development comprising residential development, doctor's 
surgery, community facility, outdoor recreational area and landscaping, access & infrastructure 
works.

9.7 Formal Uniroyal site, Newbridge
We were asked by developers to canvass Newbridge residents' views about proposals for a 
community centre attached to a shop. No-one expressed any interest in the running of the centre. 
J Wightman to advise developers JW

9.8 New library/nursery
It is understood that the planning application for the new library/under 5s centre will be submitted this 
month, as reported at the last meeting. Residents wish to know what library facilities will be offered in 
the new building, and for library users while the building is being carried out. It is hoped that 
councillors will follow this up.

COUNCILLORS

10 Transport/Roads
Transport & Environment Committee met on 16 January, but the report on subsidised buses is not 
going to committee until 27 February.
There will be workshops on a draft City Mobility Plan, members should apply personally if they wish 
to attend (possibly P Taylor and/or D Hunter). 
The Edinburgh Sustainable Transport study now has a document out for consultation, in which Ratho 
is identified as an area that is disadvantaged due to its poor bus service. Link to the document to be 
circulated, all to respond as appropriate.

PT/DH

GL/KW
ALL

11 Education/Schools
Nothing to report at present.

12 Neighbourhood Partnerships/Localities
There is disquiet among the community councils in the Almond partnership.
All localities feed into the Edinburgh Partnership, and attempts are being made to widen 
representation on these groups. A Checkpoint Group will be meeting for the next six months.

13 EACC
The next meeting on 23 January has a very full agenda, including discussion of the City Mobility Plan 
with a presentation from Michael Thain; the city's ambitions for net zero carbon status 2030-37; City 
Plan timescale update; formal relationship with Health & Social Care sector. 

14 Airport reports
14.1 Edinburgh Airport Consultative Committee

Nothing to report, meeting in February. 

14.2 Edinburgh Airport Noise Advisory Board (EANAB – www.eanab.org.uk)
In August 2019, EANAB raised concerns relating to aspects of the Statement of Need within Stage 1 
of the ACP, specifically:
- a projected increase in passenger numbers from 14.3m (2018) to 20m (2035)
- a proposal to modernise flight paths to meet technical requirements and improve airspace 
efficiency, taking runway capacity from current declared maximum of 42 movements per hour to 50.
EANAB has analysed figures available in the public domain and concluded that runway use rarely 
exceeds 30 movements per hour, and can see no justification for increasing the declared runway 
capacity beyond the current figure.
EAL have challenged EANAB's findings, leading to a prolonged dispute over figures and some delay 
in EAL providing supporting data for their statements. After a presentation by EAL, and a workshop 
involving EANAB members and EAL technical staff, EANAB remained unpersuaded as to the validity 
of EAL's statements. EANAB have therefore written to CAA and ICCAN (Independent Commission 
on Civil Aviation Noise) stating that they continue to believe the data demonstrates no justification for 
additional runway capacity, as EANAB explained in an email to EAL on 1 January. Various deadlines 
for provision of further data back and forth having passed, and no further data from EAL being 
forthcoming, the data as it stands is being made public by being uploaded to the EANAB website. 
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15 Communications

Tweets and Retweets:  23
New followers: 
CC updates via the Google group: 3
Facebook: 12 posts on various Groups, plus numerous messages advising residents, in particular re 
advising the Council about potholes and claiming for pothole damage.
Website: 47 users making 61 visits to the website in December.

16 AOCB
As mentioned briefly in item 4, a group of residents has set up a Facebook group, Living Streets 
Ratho. Many villagers feel unsafe on foot due to traffic ignoring the 20mph limit, lack of safe 
pedestrian crossings, increased volume of traffic partly as a result of poor transport links, and a child 
was recently hit by a car. Their aims are to create safer routes for walking to/from school, a network 
of safe pedestrian crossings around the village, wider and safer pavements particularly round blind 
bends, traffic calming measures throughout the village and improved public transport and cycling 
links to Edinburgh Park and Edinburgh Gateway. Cllr Hutchison will follow up.
Residents had asked whether yellow boxes at Gogar roundabout and Eastfield roundabout could be 
considered. The Roads manager was consulted and reported it was not feasible as it would not be 
safe.
There was a query on Facebook as to whether RADCC proposes to produce or oversee the creation 
of a voluntary 'Local Place Plan' to feed into the new Local Development Plan. While that might be 
desirable, it would be extremely time-consuming and require a huge commitment from volunteers in 
the area over at least 12 months. In the short term, we need to consider local plan proposals, and 
once local workshops have taken place consider if there is any desire for a public meeting.
Ratho United Football Club is well on its way to being formally established, around 50 children have 
registered. Training will be held on Wednesdays at Cliftonhall's new pitch, and matches will be held 
on Sunday mornings. Noted that some funding may be available through Neighbourhood 
Partnerships, also through the Rotary's Community Chest. J Wightman to speak to K Shaw re 
possible funding sources. All involved were congratulated on their efforts.

GH

JW

JW/KS

17 Dates of future meetings - 2020
Unless otherwise indicated, all RADCC meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of each month, in 
Ratho Community Centre (assuming it is still available), and start at 7.15pm.
17 February 18 May (venue TBA) 21 September (venue TBA)
16 March 15 June 19 October (venue TBA)
20 April (venue TBA) 20 July 16 November

17 August 21 December
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